
The tmest act of con rage, 
The strongest act of manliness 
Is to sacrifice ourselves 
In a totally nonviolent stnlggle 
For Justice. 

To be a man is to suffer 

For others. 

God help us be men. 

CESAR CHAVEZ 
March 1968 
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CH APTER ONE : THE F ARM WORKERS 

On Tuesday, January 15, 1974, Pablo Navarro Arellanos got 
up sometime after midnight, as was his custom, and drove the 
old school bus through the dark streets into downtown 
Calexico, Even at 2:30 A,M, the streets were peopled with the 
hurrying shadows of farm workers crossing the U ,S.-Mexican 
border from the sprawling, dusty, metropolitan Mexicali into 
this small California town. They walked quickly, in twos and 
threes, each carrying a lunch, a soda, and a water bottle in a 
plastic shopping bag; hundreds of men, women, and children 
headed for a dozen or more informal labor shapeups that 
transpire daily in the pre-dawn. 

Pablo Arellanos, no longer a young man, considered 
himself lucky. Instead of haVing to hustle into the shapeup 
and then bend his back all day in the hot fields of the 
Imperial Valley, he worked as a bus driver and crew pusher 
for labor contractor Jesus Ayala. Although the bus wasn't in 
the best shape - the wiring was bad, the motor smells came 
up through the holes in the floor by his feet, and the 
emergency brake didn't work well- it was a good joh. He 
worked long hours driving and working the crew, drivin� 
home, and then, cleaning and servicing the bus after the day 
was over; but the job paid more t1lan field labor, It was a joh 
that could lead to better opportunities. But Pablo Arellano .. 
had no future; by dawn he would he dead. 

Arellanos turned the hus north at the corner of Second and 
Imperial, drove a half hlock 011 Imperial, and pulled into the 
red zone, next to Hotel EI Rey. Already a few people were 
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�hirt that I n It tt'd them from the sun and dIrt. They were 
teenager 1 nd 17. and each hoped to earn $16 today, the 
saml as thelT f. ther. �Ianuel, and brother, Javier, who was 
16. The gir� �tepped into the kitchen lean-to in the back of 
the mall ild he house and began putting together the day's 
'un h of ta�. a thennos of hot soup. and bottles of soda pop. 
On tht moming there would be only four bottles of soda in 
the hI!! pwtIchopping bag; Manuel, Jr., 20, could not go to 
work �\lse he had gotten a traffic ticket and had to go to court III Calew.'O later in the day. The ticket would save his life 
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and a half to Second Street, then turned east. down across the 
tracks into "El lloyo" - the hole - where the state 
department of employment operates a shapeup for 15 to lS 
labor contractors. Each morning during the season as many as 
100 farm labor buses and trucks leave from El Hoyo or the 
Calexico street corner shapeups with 3,500 to 4'()OO workers; 
they haul them from 15 to 115 miles out into the fields. This 
same Mexicali-Calexico scene is repeated daily - in season 
- in a dozen different locations like Ciudad Juarez·EI Paso 
or Reynosa-McAllen. 

Manuel Mendoza and his family were trying for the hest of 
two worlds, the cheaper living costs of Mexico and the higher 
wages of the United States. Like tens of thousands of others, 
the Mendozas moved to Mexicali from the interior of Mexico 
because they were desperately poor. Because Senora Men
doza was born in Texas, while her Mexican parents were 
working there illegally, she was a U.S. citizen. Using her 
status, Manuel Mendoza secured his immigration documents. 
One by one, the Mendozas obtained resident alien visas and 
1-151 "green cards" for Manuel, Jr., then Javier a�d the 

,
two 

girls. By 1974 Senora Mendoza was staying home III Mexlcali 

to care for the five younger children, but for years she had 

worked beside her husband, leaving the children with her 

father as she and Manuel followed the crops clear to Salinas 

and Stockton. 
On the morning of January 15th Manuel Mendoza parked 

just off Imperial Avenue. He and his children walked to the 

Ayala buses and boarded the one driven �y Arellan�s. They 

chose seats up front, on the left side, behmd the dnver. By 

3:30 A.M. the bus was loaded. Arellanos leaned over, pulled 

the door lever closed, carefully edged the crowded bus out 

into traffic, and headed north, toward the lettuce fields near 

Blythe. Some of the 46 passengers settled down to sleep, 

others talked quietly, or stared out the window at flat, hlack 

emptiness dotted by occasional lights on barns or farm 

houses. 
d d' h' 

As the bus mmbled along, Luis Ramierez, 53. oze In Ie; 

second-row seat. Sometime just hefore dawn the hus lurched 
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lI1et.ll that cntshed Arellanos. After the impact the bus 
topplrd (wer on its left side into the water. 

One suniyor said. "We began to hear the sound of  water 
:mhing in through the broken windows] and everyone began 
to : rerun. for it was the sound of death itself." 

nother passenger said the total darkness added to the 
horror: ".-\.t first I couldn't find my way out because there 
were so many people piled on top of me, And the seats were piled around us, like a prison. I couldn't free my hands from below the seats." 

:\ineteen of the workers - including Manuel Mendoza �d hI chtldren - were trapped in the bottom of the tangle. \\ en
l

tyf-elght passengers managed to smash Windows and II 199 e ree of the WI' k Iii earll other. �lost h J
C ; pu �g. a�d tugging, they helped 

before anyon� could 
a �enous mJunes. It was 15 minutes 

the 19 who were still 
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a 
or �e�p. 
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By then it was too late for 

inches of water, 
ppe mSlde. They drowned _ in 28 

The death of these workers f three teenage ch'ld . - 0 Manuel Mendoza and his t - I ren - IS not a . I d ransPOrtation of f· nn k
' n ISO ate case. The L_ a Wor ers h th d uoc-en a national disgrace for 

' 0 on an off the farm, has men, women, and childr 
decades. Each year too man ha�ed like animals to an�l�r���

' 
f
:�r:�e �njured, as they ar� � Blythe accident tha . )0 s. 
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, 
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United Farm Workers of America. Many of the 46 Mexicans riding in the Ayala bus, including Manuel Mendoza, were members of the UFWA. Chavez, in Atlanta at the time of the accident, immediately flew back to Los Angeles, and drove to Calexico to personally direct the union's assistance to the 
families. The UFWA sent staff members to the hospitals to help 
the families of the dead and injured. 

Senora Mendoza said UFW A representatives came to her 
home the day after the aCCident, bringing food and the offer 
of help. Within the next two weeks the union had loaned her 
$200 to support the family, and she said they had helped her 
make the funeral arrangements. The union also put her in 
touch with a sympathetic attorney who helped her file for 
workmen's compensation - the claims total $120,000 - and 
fend off the ambulance chasers working for shyster attorneys 
operating out of Los Angeles. 

The aftermath of the bus accident was complicated by the 
struggle between the UFWA and the International Brother· 
hood of Teamsters. As the three-year-old UFWA contracts in 
the Coachella Valley began to expire, in the spring of 197.3, 
the Teamsters started jurisdictional raids in the Vineyards. 
The growers eagerly signed contracts �th the Teamsters, 
contending the workers preferred the SWitch. Chavez called 
these grower-Teamster agreements "sweetheart c�ntracts" 
and said this was another agribUSiness move to get nd of the 
eight-year-old UFWA. 

Technically, the 46 workers on the bus driven by Arellanos 
were Ayala employees, but they were going to work on a 
farm covered by Teamster contract. The Teamsters claImed 6 
of the dead - including Manuel Mend�za - ��d been 
paying Teamster dues and therefore then famIlIes were 
eligible for a $2,000 death benefit each. . . 

Senora Mendoza knew nothing of thiS death benefit. 

Manuel, Jr., said they had received so�e kind of postc�r� 

from the Teamsters, but it had said nothmg of death henefits. 

only that they should call the EI Centro office. They threw 

the card away. The family knew nothing about the T�amster 

contract at High and Mighty Farms. They were paId each 
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S f fedrral \Ilw,ti�atlon. and the Nationa ransportatlOn a ety 

B ard rnt IIIwstigators to examine the bus. Th�y reported 

thl' 1m ,r.lts were srcured to the thin metal Hoonng only by 
heet-mrtal 'crews. and brcause the screw holes were not 

relOforced the seats were held in place by only a single thread 
of each crew, On impact all of the screws tore loose. The 
seat became missiles of death. 

The CHP agreed \\ith federal investigators that, had the 
<;eats been more securely fastened, the death toll and the 
number of injured would have been reduced substantially. 
But the patrol considered this a coincidental fact. The cause 
of the accident according to investigators was excessive 
peed, ince the driver was dead no criminal charges would be filed, 

' 

th 
The liF\\'A helped plan a memorial mass and cortege for r �ead that started III Calexico and worked its way back to . Ie 1(0, \\1th farm k . 
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. ass esar avez delivered a , III Ictment of the agribusiness system itself: 

There have been too ' 
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many aCCidents in the fields, on trucks �" in uses' so m 'd 

' 
\\ orke�. People ask if th 

.. any acci ents involving farm in the sense that the 
:: arc dcl,lheratc. They are deliherate . 'Stem that treats w�rke 

e � dlTcct result of a farm lahor � I e agneliitural implements and 
6 

not human beings. Thcs(' aecidents happen beca\lse em. ployers and labor contractors treat tiS as if we were not important human beings .. , . The workers learned long ago that growers and labor contractors have too little regard for the value of any individual worker's life. The tmcks and buses are old, and unsafe. The fields are sprayed with poisons. The laws that do exist are not enforced. How long will it be before 
we take serious the importance of the workers who harvest 
the food we eat? 

Speaking in Spanish, his voice revealed the emotion he felt 
when he said, "We are united in our sorrow, but also in our 
anger. This tragedy happened because of the greed of the big 
growers who do not care about the safety of the workers and 
who expose them to grave dangers when they transport them 
in wheeled coffins to the field . . . brothers and sisters, the 
men and women we honor today are important human 
beings, because they are from us. They are important because 
of the love they gave to their husbands, their children, their 
wives, their parents - all of those who were close to them 
and needed them. . . . They were important because of the 
work they do ... these terrible accidents must be 

d 
" 

stoppe . . . . , . 
A few days later the Chavez eulogy, with so�e addltIon� 

comments and observations, appeared under hIS by-line, III 

the Los Angeles Times. Agribusiness was �utraged: DO
.
n 

Curlee then executive assistant to the Councli of Cali forma 

Growe�s, wrote a letter to the Times that said, in part: 

This [Chavez's writing) is inflammatory, �r
.
esponsible, and 

unnecessarily harsh rhetoric that has no basls m fact , . ' t�e 

bus was not owned, maintained, or operated by a grower, hlg 

or small. Only the shallowest, most reactionary thmkmg can 

associate this accident with greediness on the part of 

anybody ,  
f 'l f th 

S athy certainly is extended to the aIm les 0 e 
. 

�p 
'all 'nce they have been exploited in the 

Victims, especi Y SI , 
hi' I . . k' , t , f Chavez consoling them pu IC y. 

publiCIty-see mg stun s 0 
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The emotionallY immature, undlsclpllOed, and unreason-

able approach of
' 
the l'FWA has run its foul course, and its 

rbetllrica! chickens have come home to roost. The entire 
mowment was created Ollt of whole cloth, and beyond 
treating substantial wealth which can be tapped easily by 
Cbawz and his cohorts, has accomplished practically nothing 
but a harvest of bitterness, distrust, and misunder
standing , , , 
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hiding the T 
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pe Workers in a strike 
Put th · eamsters behind h 

n Certainly C I e JUrisdictional 
t e words" I ur ee, by 

were and st'U struggle in a ternative . " 
I are the perspectiv Hnton, growers' alternative t

e. �e Teamsters o Chavez 8 " 

The fact that both unions lay claim to th ' k . ' , " ,  e same wor ers IS III nO
I
':v

k
ay mconSlstent With th

e realities of farm lahor. Many 

men I e Manuel Mendoza J'oined both UFW d T 
b th 

A an eamsters ecause ey needed work. If they can find work' M . 1· 
th . b 

In eXlca I e pay IS a out $2 a day; in the United States a man or woman can make that much in an hour or two S t' 
k .  

. orne Imes wor ers must kick back some of their pay to the lahor 
contractors to ensure a seat on the bus each morning. Wh 
the winter and spring work is over in the Imperial Vane th

en 

k ·  h Y e 
wor ers migrate nort , up into the heart of California and 
return in the fall. Sometimes the men travel alone �r in 
crews; sometimes they move in family units. 

Multiply �anue1 Mendoza's family by 50,000, by 500,000, 
or by one mllhon; spread them out from Brownsville, Texas, 
to San Diego, California; let them work and earn enough 
money to buy a tiny house in a Rio Grande Valley colonia or 
a California barrio, and start to put down roots, and then, in a 
year or two, take their money away capriciously, arbitrarily, 
and push them out on the road again, let them drift with the 
crops; land them in Oregon's Willamette Valley where the 
strawberries and the bush berries and the pole beans prOVide 
long months of work; bring in the machine harvesters and 
gangs of schoolchildren from Portland, keep the pay low, and 
put too many workers in each field, and slowly drive the 
migrant family out, on the road again. Do all of this over and 
over again, and you begin to get the sense of farm labor, the 
sense of desperation and futility, the feeling of powerlessness. 

It is dangerous to make generalizations about farm workers 
because they come in all shapes, sizes, and ethnic back
grounds; each worker, each family is unique. Nothing is 

consistent about farm labor except its inconsistencies and the 

poverty and powerlessness of the workers. Annually the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture attempts to build a set of statistics 

to describe the farm labor force, Crop by crop, area by area, 

USDA statisticians constmct elaborate sets of numhers alld 

publish them. In the early 1970S there were nearly � million 

hired farm workers reported hy the GSDA; the total tndllded 

housewives, schoolchildren, and college students earning 
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k I d m n' than til (1 million casual \\'01' ers -. t le stu ents, h '11"II) lll' � 'Uld WlIlOS II ho come mto farm Work llirlllW , p( '.', • 
. at thr Hub of the himest season, when the most money IS to he made 

Bul theI(' are factors that the l'SD.\ does 110t report, factors that depres the wage stmcture and make farm labor even more chaotic. There are the illegal aliens, for instance, that are Hoodmg north across the 1I.S.-�texican 

border to work on 

the fanns: The t'.S. Immigration Service 

estimated 800,000 

illegal aliens would be captured during the 1973-74 fiscal \ear. Dunng the early 19705 this figure was increased 20 to 30 perrent a year, and at least 60 percent of these illegal aliens work on farms. A farm wife told m . "w I ' them." e. e cou dn t get along without A rural judge said: "The fa ' . , the crop harvests "'l·th t 
th rm�:s In thIS area couldn t finish I ask . 011 em. ed One California fru' t f bad Workmg On his f I armer how many illegals he 

H
repr�nts the 

agribusi:e
r
mss ' s �

nd I think his answer fairly e said "II ' . cene In th S ' 
. ow many? Oh I d ' 

e an Joaquin Valley. em, but I'd ' On t know " , d guess maybe 30 pe , cause I don t screen an gone t . rcent H II h ' SC'dred they :
orr�w

, 
you never h�ld 

e 
h' t ey re here today some on 

�\' � gOing to get picked II 
t em long, they are is, 1 don't lik� it C!h hell. I ain't �arel(}::? have picked up place and run int 

en the� [the Border 
p. at. The only thing o my fields hlce . 

iltrol ] com(' into my cops and rohhers lik;' 10 , 

somebody committed a crime. lIell, that's no good. " AliI ask is that the border patrol keep their ass O\lt of my field while we are working . . . they can Come in at lunch, or before or after work ... I couldn't care less." Such attitudes are ingrained in the agribusiness system; the use of illegal aliens, the exploitation of child labor _ a U.S. Senate committee estimates 800,000 children under 16 work on American farms - and the importation of foreign workers are essential if farmers are to continue to keep wages down. Elaborate myths are constructed to justify the resulting socioeconomic deprivation among the farm worker force. Whenever legislative proposals are advanced to help raise farm workers out of poverty, agribusiness is quick to appear in opposition, using the mythology of the family farm to cover its callous approach to labor relations. Nowhere was this attitude more clearly expressed than in the 1965 hearings before the U.S. Senate Subcommittee 
.on 

Migratory Labor when American Fa� BUIea� .Federati�n senior lobbyist Matt Triggs appeared m opposl�on to bills that would bring farm labor under the National Labor Relations Act, tighten up child labor laws, and extend minimum wage coverage to farm lab�r. S
:nator Robe.� F. Kennedy shocked by what he was hearmg, mterrupted: YO�I [the Far� Bureau] are opposed to Virtually all of thiS legislation?" 

Triggs: That is correct. 
? Kennedy: Do you feel there is a problem. 

. . " ) Triggs: Certainly there is a problem .. . It IS a SOCia 
roblem. It was created in part by the seasona� and short-run 

�haracteristic of agriculture employment which we regret, 
but which we don't know what we can d? about. 

d fine the Kenned tried repeatedly to get Tnggs to . e y 
'th some recommendatIons for the problem and to c�me up WI 

d d "I suggested educa-subcommittee. Tnggs finally respon e, . 
tion of individuals." 

.11' ' . 'ked Trivvs if the Farm S H 'son \VI lalllS as bI'> enator am,
) an . of the education bills that had corne Bureau supportec � 

,I cation and welfare. hefore the full comnllttl't' on �( u 
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KCtmcd,,: Dlli Y()11 01'1 N' II , . ' 
, . "'" a 11 :an d III (II'I "II 11m hI It. 

Tn{!..I!.,I . \ I II I I " '1 . d nl'I1 " ' " ,'IT \\ I Ill!! (Ill Hl 0 0. lat do yo I\r llflC " , , , u 
t ~c do? WillI j, HIm l}l'll!!ram to deal with till'S 

~lIggc\ \I • J ' 

prohlem? 
Trigg l • \\ I d n It h,I~ ' t' any program to deal with the 

prohlem of nll~n )', It I' a dIfncult problem, 'Ve thought 
that thr pro!%m If t' lllplo,;llg ~Ie\iclln [national contract] 
\\'OTkrr to the l'nitt'{i St.ltes , , , WlIS a reasonably good 
approa h 

Kcnnedy nally told Tnggs: , , . this is the first time I have 
heard \OU, perh~p thi comes as more of a shock to me; to 
he ?ppo$Cd to muull1ull1 wage. to be opposed to legislation 
willch \\ould bmit the use of children between the ages of 10 
and 13 for \\orking. to be opposed to collective bargaining 
:~~~e~eh , .. to oppose all that \\;thout some alternative 

I ~t echrt'Stfof the arguments you have senseless, 
n • ar ° 1966 Harrison '\"IIi b 

worker hearin5 mto C lif " lams rought the farm 
I 6 ~ a omla and it \Va h K d 
W I>t rl:a} look at Chavez 's ere enne y got 
oproed Iu t timon\" bv i~~d the fa~ workers, Chavez 
these have been call~ (orr:f ting out, Hearings similar to 
ha\e nol chan !Ted very muche,cade~, and unfortunately things 
ramp \\ Iu h \\er used 0 In spIte of them. The same labor 

nFoUette commIttee heari~" year a~o at the time of the La 
I sam expl ..,s are h II ho ' 

\\ orkl'f'; a~ a ol~tJon of child labor, the ~ISll1g, OUf workers. 
huilt '10 t th differ nt breed of pc I same Idea that farm 

In a pro °h e ground - prevail ,?P e - h1lmhle, happy 
p etlC analo.' s. , 

'ro problem \\' as th ~, Chavez told lh 
pie tudied It ~ sam way Pc I e senators, "The 

/1 pi r ~r man) ) ear<;. I am ~ e talked ahollt it 
t Plt.tl or In \ \\ orned about It "Bure that ~omc v ry' 

OUr nallo ' . lit nobod 
n l"dplla,! did It h' Y in th,· 

12 yt 109 dhou t it 

lil one woman, l~osa Parks, walk!'d to the f t f h 
II n h 1 ff' ron 0 t e 
1 S and loue e( 0 a revollltion, Then men 1 
)11, ' 'd d ' an( WOmen 
began freedom n es, an thousands of students came to 
help, and many people were needlessly maimed and slallgh_ 
tered." , 

Under the leadership of Cesar Chavez, the California 
grape picke,rs had ~tood up ~nd st~rted moving toward the 
front of agn culture s economic hus LI1 September of 1~)fi5, 

CHAPTER TWO: THE UNION 

In the spring of 1972 the United Farm Workers of Amer
ica was at the crest of its power. Its president, Cesar 
Chavez, was a nationally recognized labor leader and 
the most prominent ethnic radical in the United States. 
What had been a ragtag coalition of Mexican and Filipino 
farm workers in 1965 was now a bona fide union within the 
AFL-CIO , 

The UFWA had 147 contracts covering 50,000 to 60,000 

jobs on farms in California, Arizona, and Flori~a, contr~cts 
with farms that ranged in size from 50-acre fatmly operatIOns 
to 50,000- and 100,ooo-acre corporate ventures hy such 
conglomerates as Coca-Cola, Purex, Tenneco, United Fmit, 
and Hueblein. The union had a stable memhership of 30 ,()()() 

farm workers, and this number increased each spring a.s 
migrants from Texas and Mexico moved into the fmit and 
vegetable harvests covered by the l ' FWA contracts. . 

Chavez located the union's national headquarters 10 an 
old, abandoned tuberculosis sanitarium thirty miles east of 
Bakersfield in the Tehachapi Mountain. The rambling 
administrative huildings, hospital wings, and cottages house 
the 1,'30 people who live in thi place Chavez calls La Paz. In 
addition to tht' hcadquart r complex in the mountai 
UFWA had 2fi field offic " operating both hiring halls and..,. 
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, , ' II "IS (It three stall~S; 
n I he 1;\Il1l1llg - ,. ' T' I 

orkef s~r\'icc cenlers J , " \I ~I -.1 ncHlSS I ht' llllh'l 
I Tott hO\1"" ".1 , , $' '1.. Ihere were:33 )0' I I- 'r, l"\l'h C.l'ttin~ 5 a \VU; , 

Stales' the \ f",' \ had (l()(~ ,'n \11l 1'1': ;.tff ;)1' in Ihe boycott. 
,. l' T 'Itlwr llli I 11 s, I 

and ('-,peJlse ... , ,n)),,,mg I , 'I " J ,1 $3(}O a 1I10nt 1 to 
I t "r hllll' lIllOll C TI . an·ragl· , '0 un ,I ' II President esar 

)( " ,I' ')111111'1'(" '5() a Ilwn 1. ' 'd $ 
sun'in" Ihl' slll,l!.' 'I \ t ' ,c 1) ).,rd were also pal 5 a 

J I . \ "',cell 1\ l' l l 

Chan'? aJlO I ll' \ f' I, . ~.> tot'lled $5,144, an average 
week. Chan·7. .... C'\p('I"I'~ it11

1 
~91-'f "}Ild three of his eight 

- I - liS WI e ' of $,~ z() a Illnnt h tor mil. , • 
tIl linn" 'It home. ehildn'n "ho "ere ... I 1:-' a1 t doubled by the union, 

Fann "ork,'r " ,I~l" had heekll' mos e covered by a health 
l et ,the wor 'ers wer and for t Ie IIr I 111It 'd d such benefits as $300 

and welfare Illl'hl'al plan that prfoVl e The union was 
dl rtl :i to $-100 or surgery. 

for chi! )1 1 am uP, . re aid health care plan. 
e tahII hill!! mt"dil'al ('hOles and a p PK d Health and 

I d f 9-' the Robert F. enne Y 
~: \} l~ ~\aJ~_1 fi~~ced by lO_cents-an-hour emplo~er 

(' a. "S million reserve and was paymg 
contnhution - had a ,-1.-1 di al b fits The plan - and 
out $1.4 million a year III me c en~ . r 
the newh' de\'eioping clinics and prepaId health care - we e 
desi!!"ed'to meet th~ highly seasonal income patterns of the 

fann worke . . 
The um o' administrative costs were runnmg $175,000 a 

month. Income from the $3.50-a-month dues provided about 
110,000 a month. on the average, and the rest came from 

regular ntnbutions and ;poradic fund-raising efforts. Each 
tb b()\ tt ati was upposed to raise its own budgets, 

somethin e tra for the general fund; but most of the 
_..-coilt organu.aoons were hard put to break even. Unions 

tb tn al \\orJeers, the rubber workers, and the 
CDllDty and muruclpal worker contrihuted on a regular basis; 

oited uto Workers upped its contrihution to $10,000 a 
_l. C:bwrlM:s, synagogues, liberal groups, and individuals 

ibu1tio1JlS; and a con iderahle amount of Chavez's 
beiI~ S1J)eDt tea eling to generate this kind of 

--eo the l fW appeared quite strong, a young. 

14 

vigorouS union Ihal hau somehow 
of the work force away from mmanag;ed to wrest Contr{J1 

ore and f vegetable growers. more r\lit and 
But Chavez warned, "We are not ' 
He was right. The UFWA had onl a tlUion yet," 

tiny portion of the total farm labo/f captured Control of a 
b orce and that was, at est, tenuous. The agribUSiness ' I "control 

nia, Florida, and Arizona were not acce er;;;: o~er~ m ~a\ifor
of a Chavez-led labor organization' s coP, g, e mevltability 
if anything, the Chavez-led efforts fro:mg mto

h 
their fields; 

had solidified the farmers' resolve to figh:91° ~ rough 1973 
organized farm labor. Most of California'o 1 \ e menace of 
had jumped into bed with the Teamsters

s 
ehtucehgrowers 

, d w en t e grap 
growers Slgne UFW A contracts in 1970. By 19 th e 

t t ., I . 73 e UFW A 
grape con rac S were expmng. nstead of renegotiatin wi 
the UFWA, the grape growers Signed with the Teamste~s a t~ 
the fight was on. n 

The UFWA, financed by $1 million of its own rno d 
'11' d d b ney an $1.6 ml IOn <?nate y the AFL-CIO, struck the Coachella 

grape vineyards and a furious battle ensued. When the dust 
cleared, two U~A. members were dead, dozens were injured, 
3,500 had been JaIled, and the union had lost 133 of its 147 

contracts. Some had simply expired and not been renego
tiated, but most growers had switched to the Teamsters. The 
losses were staggering. The UFW A now controlled only 10,000 

to 12,000 jobs in a scattered disarray of crops, and these 14 
contracts were - from a reorganizing point of view - a 
liability to the boycott staff who would have to attack one 
brand of grapes while promoting another brand. It would all 
be very confusing to the consumer. 

The loss of the contracts angered and disappointed AFL-CIO 

President George Meany; he had raised the $1.6 million for 
Chavez in the belief it would once and for all drive the 
Teamsters out of the fields and finnlv establish the UFWA. The , 
loss of the contracts convinced him that Chavez did not have 
the loyalty of the worker .. In fonning this judgment. Me_ 
was trying to relate hi In h-Catholic, urban trade ..... -

15 



I UI'1 'i [<'-HIll "llr"('1s. 1'111 Iht, 
I I of t 1C 111 « , ' I ' 

to tIl!' pro) cms k' III .\ ( ' ('111111\ of t I'Hll' IHnon 
f 

'
n \I 'or ('r\, \\ I • I 1 ' (' I prohl(,Jns 0 IIr)a i I · 'ht<' In 1 hl' Pill) (,illS nIle 

batfle, h('hino them: (Ot
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,111 111f: \ •• rk'1lItllrnl labor often 
k The 1ll,la 11 I' ( , ,'" . I' farm wor crs, . . r -(l(l 1ll'J'c('nt turnover 1I) lIs 

I 'II han' It(1(1 (1 ,) r I ' 1 1 aliI' ('tn. r oycr \\ I . , " 'lIld I he ('mp oyer s a )$0 lite 
. a llleT I' \ <.11 ' f I 

work tore!' m ',., I . \ 'IJ'tlltiml'llized a sense 0 C laos I ' ' 11'''el ' 1;\' II , ' 
('olltrol OVC'r 11\ \~ ( I . . 1 '\''; The,' expect the worst and 
:lIld {utilitv witllln tit' \\ <11 < ., • 

adapt. , '. h' lrobkm of strikebreakers. Any labor 
And thell Ihen I~ t I ltd flow of legal and illegal d f d \\llh the uJl1l1terrup e 

It a cr, a( t I I tl ' US-Mexican border, would have 
hCII' <'onllll" t 1 rOll!! 1 It ." k f B 

II ..." - If tlle Il'J'OWerS from the wor orce, ut h'ld lTOlIhlt> lot" 1 Ill!! 0 b h ' 
. . h ·t I~ that ~leany misread so muc as It was It l\'a,1I t t e n"e ' - ' tl ak th 

( ha\'C7' nlmitlllt'nt to building a umon lat can ,t . e e 
al)soJlIt \\ e.r , \\ ay from tlle growers and plac~ It ill the 
h, nd. of the \\ rkt'/'\, " 'here urban l~bor leaders like Meany 
dIal In the art of lompromise, meeting management on an 

I { ti'nl" to n~otiate a ",aue increase or a week more of 
equa ~ ~ 0 f H ' I 
va('alion. Chavez deals in guerrilla war are. e IS ~ revo u-
tlonan leader who decided he would not compromIse those 
IIll1on' tmctur . the lTFWA had created to seize control from 
tll mpIO\'er. , , 

The stru tur were tlle hiring hall and the sel1lonty 
'5t m used to di patch workers. Chavez admits he might 

ha headed off the 10'; of the contracts - and the resulting 
1Itrib!§ - if he and the rest of the UFW A leaders had been 

mpromise. But he said, "We had a choice and 
dMJ~ " a "cal:, meaningless union or a fight for a 

•• UDIOO, With the po ibility that we would lose it all. 
_bled, and" lost all that we had gained in the 1970 ."11. But whatever we lot, we gained something too, 
•• the grape workers are really solid with us . . ." 

-.IIUDed that many of the grape workers had been 
the uruon through the J970 contracts, and they 

bel. really close to the union, not like the lettuce 
IDeII there Was the Coachella fight and it really 

of t~m "ent to jail, some were 

11 

beaten, some were killed. We have a ' 
b f Ulllon now wh' h never had e are, a real aggressive grou of ' IC We 

. ' . we won that, and that is quite a hit PW gt rakPe workers 
h I , eooachan and now we ave a e ear-cut deCiSion: We k h ' ce, 

us, " now W 0 IS With 
To some this may sound like Chavez was wh ' tl' , 

dark. I don't think so; the fact that 3 500 farm':: lkng 10 the 
'II ' t t ' 'I f L ,. or ers Were 

WI mg 0 go 0 Jal or a Causa is a measure f t h 
h I , d "y 0 s rengt C avez exp ame to me, ou don't know how f " 

hh u~~ broug t t em" In 1962 the people were even afraid to look u 
when I came mto tlle fields and began talking about a unio~ 
t~en, a~er we started organizing, ~ey were afraid of th~ 
pIcket hnes and the flag. (The union s flag is a black eagl 
a red field ) This c~untry has done a good job of ma~i~~ 
people afraId of strikes and anything red, Strikes are con
nected with disloyalty; red is associated witll communism, 

"Now they are not afraid of the flag; they accept the strike 
as an important part of tlleir lives, Now when the courts 
bring those damn injunctions against us to cripple our picket 
lines they are willing to go to jail, tlley are not afraid of jail. 
When all of those men and tlleir families were jailed _ even 
the mothers and grandmotllers went - we built a perpetual 
strike. They'll never be afraid again, Never. That's why when 
people ask if I am discouraged, I say: 'How can I be 
discouraged?' That kind of commitment you cannot destroy." 

As he talked, Chavez got up out of tlle rocking chair 
behind his small black desk and started pacing slowly about 
tlle room, stretching against the ache of his back muscles. 
The office, in one corner of tlle big, rambling old administra
tion bUilding, is large, but sparsely furnished, Windows on 
two sides give a good view of La Pa::: and tlle mountains; the 
two interior walls are covered by homemade wall.to-ceiling 
bookshelves - painted red - that house an extensive 
library, The office floors are bare, paint-speckled hardwood, 
the furniture is secondhand - old kitchen and schoolroom 
castoffs, The chairs are for sitting. not relaxing. 

Chavez is a dcceptively small, soft-spoken man with 
hands. At 46 his thick, straight black hair is touched here 
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( 
, 
.. tl trip is b)1 air - two Ig erman 

i d - ullie s It' " I' "h gnarl" ;\11 
, " ' S  quietly in public, sn11 mg, ow are 

h h i' Ch'lI ez 1110' e, • , 
.. e\

,;..t�r( d ,1�,ilinl1 hands, pausing to listen to a question and 
y?U, ,m " 

Bt- ause he is well known, his presence in a 
!'I1't' all ;UlSII t'r, ec 

b ' If h ' , h � 
d " , ,t' , ,'et he is almost uno truslve. e IS WIt croll' cames a r. 

h '11 bI d' 
f k ' he 1'5 s'eldom 

up front· instead e WI en 111 

ann wor 'er� , 
, 

lIith the crowd. In a line of march he WIll be somewhere well 
hack of the leaders, walking with the people, listening to 
them, sensing their mood, 

Chayez is
�
not a great public speaker. He is a teacher, a 

mlOnary who is at his best in the give-and-take of a meeting 
,,;th farm workers. He is gentle, frequently humorous, always 
persistent, sometinles ruthlessly sharp, seemingly arbitrary. 
There IS ne�er any doubt that he is the leader; yet the people 
In the meeting somehow convey the sense that they granted 
hun th 'ti th ' , , e POSI on, ey prOject an alI of expectation and they 
lis

lmpose 

upon hinl because he is their leader. Chavez is a 
tener; he hears the f k meetings, but afterward 

;rm wor ers n?t only in g roup 
privately, he is availabl� ' a�d iof

,
them wish to speak to him 

the structures of the unio
' 

h 
t IS from these contacts that 

the lessons of farm labor : d
ave

, 
come, While Chavez learned 

he ha� tested his own fe�n 
�Igra�cy as a child of migrants, 

workers in countless meet' 
g agamst the will of the farm California. mgs m every farming area of 

Out of this he distilled h' hall is the tool bv Which th 
IS conc�pt of a union Th h" awa" fr th . 

e l'FWA mt d 
. e lOng 

• Om e growers. And from th 
en s to wrest the power e very h ' . egmnmg Chavez 18 

has openly declared that this shift of pow 'f" ful t 1" h 
er, I It IS to he success ,mus e Imm�te t e lahor contractin s ' has been used to dommate and exploit fa 

g , ystem that 
' th fi '  ���e�� sl
8

nce 
Th
e gro

\
w

b
ers rst Imported Chinese coolie lahar in the 

1 70�, � a or contractor is a middle man, a broker of mus
k
c e an 

,th
s�e

b
at, He supplies farmers with workers and wor ers WI JO S; he collects the cost of the lab f h f d d t h' "f " or rom t e armer, e uc s IS ee, and pays off the c Th ' I f h ' d 

rews, e potenba or c eatmg an exploitation is almost limitless' because unscrupulous operators have gouged the worke ' California passed a series of labor contractor licenSing a�d regulatory laws. But the legislature and former Governor Ronald Reagan have so shorted the labor-law enforcement 
staff, avaricious operators have little to worry about. Contrac
tors not only charge for finding work, they house and feed 
and transport workers - all for profit, The contractor labor 
camps from New Jersey to Washington State are notOriously 
bad; the transportation frequently is unsafe. 

Farm workers want to be rid of the contractor system, On 
the East Coast, in Texas, up through the Midwest, and in 
California, farm workers have told me one of their big goals is 
to purchase a car sound enough to travel ind ependently, to 
be free of the contractor system that explOits them. The 
elimination of the labor contractor has been one of Chavez's 
goals from the beginning. During a 1966 rally he told 
workers: "We will not work under any labor contractor. The 
labor contractor is out. We will have a union hiring hall on a 
legal basis that will send men to jobs and those who live here 
the year round will have those jobs because they belong to 

" us, 
As the UFWA won its first contracts, it began putting 

together the hiring-hall system. The farmers
, 
under con�r�ct 

were required to give a general two-week notIce to the hmng 
hall, indicating how many workers would be nee?ed. The 
hiring hall would begin notifying workers that the Johs were 

opening up. Forty-eight hours before he ne�ded the crew, t�e 

grower was to give the hiring hall a
, 

speCific crew ord:r, III 

writing. The dispatcher in tum notified workers - l1<;mg a 
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In hawL' nund, Ihe ranch COll11mttees - and the great 

m f worker they represent - are a separate structure 
\\lthm the trw , and they must remain separate from the 
ildnnrn ;trnb\e staff if the union is to survive. It is the ranch 
commIttee that sets and administers the policy on each 
ranch all of the ranch committees. meeting together in 
coDvenbon. create the broader union policies; and during the 
com enbon.� - held every second year - they elect the 
1JI1IOTI officers and the hoard of d' t Ch ·th 
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This frequently created unbearable strain between man

agement and I�bor. Farmers, accustomed to dealing with 
absolute authonty, now had to meet with a committee f 
workers i f  there was any question about an order or 

0 
a 

contract clause. When problems arose between the commit
tee �nd the farmer, the farmer would reach for the phone and 
put m a call to La Paz. Although Chavez has this deep-seated 
belief that each ranch committee must be the one to handle 
the problems on its own ranch, he frequently had to step in to 
keep things from blowing up. He had to quell wildcat strikes 
and bring the committee into the grievance procedures 
spelled out in their contract. 

But his problems weren't just with labor and management 
relations; there was internal conflict also. Chavez said, 
"There was a big drive on to get rid of one of our guys in the 
Poplar hiring hall. I sent Richard [Chavez's brother] out there 
to see what was happening. On first examination. Richard 

said he did not feel that Al [the hiring-hall supervisor] had 

done anything wrong, that he was just enforcing some rules 

over there." 
The hiring hall had been forcing migrant workers retmning 

from Mexico to pay the $3.50-a-month back dues before they 

could be dispatched. Union regulations required all memhers 

to keep dues current; they were paid in quarterly mstall

ments, and a small stamp was affixed to the back of the union 

membership card to note the paid-dues status of each wo�ker. 

But Richard Chavez also discovered that a ranch committee 

_ over the Poplar staff's protests - had been skirting the 

seniority system to help get cousins, aunts, and uncles 011 the 

payroll. Before the union Signed its contracts, such nepotIsm 

was an established part of the fann labor scene. Any worker 
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" ..I.., un �lInzed fann as a place of extra work for union \\law � If ' d 'h th member, ,,
'
hen the un organill't ann slgne Wit e UFWA 

the "e :tra Joh" \\'ere teehnically no longer available to 
outsiders The ne\lh' organized ranch had its own ranch 
committe<' and job st�·uetlire. but the bigger, older committee 
tned il raid on the jobs , Chavez heard about it and ordered the offender, to report to La Paz, "I told them one more ti me and 1 would strip them of thei r authority. I am very tough 
when It comes to protecting individual rights." 

Once he �tarts explaining the ranch committee structure, it u.�ard to �:t Cesa r  away from the subject. He would answer ?�r q?e<itions, talk of other things, then in midsentence say ere one more thina I t 11 
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A knock at the office door interru ted him 
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the door halfway, looked in then car:ue 
0 ' . An a�de opened 

first glance appeared to be 
'
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a single glass, Chavez thanked the aide 
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l
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"Oh, tremendous," He handed the full glass toward 
"Try it, I'll drink out of the jar." 

me, 

A s  we took, a carr?t juice break Chavez started explaining 
another of hiS paSSions, a vegetarian diet. "I don't drink 
water, you know? I haven't had a glass of water in two weeks; 
the, only ",:ater to tou�h my mouth is when I brush my teeth, 
This [holdmg up the Jar of carrot juice] is the best water you 
can ,pet. Let the plants take it up, takes all the impurities 
out, 

The only processed foods Chavez eats are cottage cheese 
and bread; he eats a lot of greens, watercress, avocados, hot 
potato soup when the weather is cold, Although he gets up 
before dawn and starts work, his first food intake is at 
mid-morning: "I take yeast, two heaping teaspoons of yeast, 
with lemon and hot water and honey, so that when I go for 
lunch I am ready to start digesting, the moment I start eating. 
I eat fruit first and I eat food second, the fruit goes 
underneath and gets your digestive things gOing." 

Once, following a 25-day fast, Chavez suffered horribly 

from a disabling back problem that lasted for a year; despite 

the best efforts of several doctors, the twisting pain continued 

sporadically, he said, until he started his vegetarian diet: ".1 
claim my diet had a lot to do with my good health; that IS 

how I got rid of my back problems. Oh, th� doctors help�d. I 

know , . ," He let the words trail off as hiS thoughts shIfted 

slightly, "If 1 am nervous or irritated, I t�ke �arrot jllice or 

celery juice and it's hetter than a tranqtnhzer. 

23 



I, IT Hichanl '\ hana. the YOtl\lg }' , is tran' 11 g. ' . ' I . ' c lief 
When (ha\(' 7 '

1 . '\lll\lh ol I lIllt (\1It \'cgetnhlcs alII kes 'I OJI!!; ,I ,s I C a f s('('urit)', ta
,

' 
,\,

' , __ S(11l 111 !.I" a1lt c01lstant comp o . '1 'l "l 1.1\ t, . . \ t 
an, 

hl('ndcL' Xlrr, 
J I,\t" '1' '1 tr,l\ t' secn' aI', and boss f ' ' d he (IOU " , 

d
' I ' 0 

ioll' on th( reM I I <"'I'l('(l <. havl'l: an landle th ' CI . "\ll(" \\ l( � , 
I e 

the yO\ln!!; :It '''h<'11 the, .m' driving. t ley take the two 
lo�isllcal chon... 

. 1 lInd<'a, Thl'\, always take two car C I J T R lyetltl ,\lIt � . d Yl s, 
<'llan

. 
(111).. 

... , (1 l' 's"lr 'Ind Rit-har lana - and the ,.., 
'\ t lrt't'" l, � , 

and SOlllCt\mt \ , . 
the station wagon an

d 
Cesar Works, 

t, dl1PS - nut JlI 't t 'd \\ 
0 .'" I 'II 'Il 'm aide or an aSSOCIa e o n e With 

F ' Ilcnth' Ie \\ I ,S • 

bl WI nq I' :\' 'cuss 'I proJ'ect or a pro em. len they 
him so t It'\ can \ IS .. ' 

, , I h b I ' " 
" 'I , 'I 'uldles all the lOgIstIc a c ores y llmself , 

'lrt' fI\llltT l ,ur,1 1, ' , ' 

I· 't"� , Iln'l\tTS an assistant to help set up secunty and 11' some nnes to' 
h' I . d 

to dnyl' the cars they rent or borrow on a w lr wm tour of 

Ohio or :\1'\\ Jersey or Texas. . 
Chayez is never left alone, even when he IS home, at La 

P,IZ. The concern for Cesar's safety began increasing after 
\Iartin Luther King and then Robert F. Kennedy were 
a.ssa',inated by gunmen. Kennedy was particularly close to 
Chawz and the farm workers, and his death left a deep 
nnpre.sion on the liFWA staff, Then, in the summer of 1971, 
(1.5. Treasury agents warned Chavez they had uncovered 
what could have been a plot to take his life. An informant had ��Id the agents some unnamed Delano fanners had put 
up S_�.ooo to have the farm labor leader killed and some of hIS personal files burned. Nothing was proven and both the T reasur\" Department d D 
th . ' , an epartment of Justice dropped e (ase, turrung what evidence the h d enforcement agencies. 

y a Over to local law 
Xot long afterward a {;FW two
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German shepherd guard

A J�pporter gave Chavez the 
Ronng security patrols 

gs, Boycott and Huelga. 
headquarters at La Paz 

were
d 

established around the union 
,ted ' an a 24-ho ' rs, . at the front entrance. Ch ,�r secunty gate was /ouse IS urrounded by a high 
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h

a�ez. s small wood-frame renee a th' d 
- c am-hnk f " 'I �.l Ir, more aggressive d 

ence; inside the ill 0\\ <"U to roam Ch ' �l1ar d 
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. avez has learned 
og - Red - is a takt>n an al'tive interest in th d

to accept all of this and C ogsHh . e as learned to 24 

train them
. 
himself: a

.
nd he takes great delight in shOWing off 

their obedIence skIlls. 
Walking along a road shaded by oak trees, Chavez talked 

about the dogs, then pulled a small choke chain out of h's 
pocket and shook it, gently. Boycott and Huelga, running o� 
a way, stopped, perked up their ears, caught the sound of the 
chain, and returned to Chavez's side. By voice command he 
ordered th.e� to heel,. sit, stay, lie down. He was quiet with 
them, but InSIstent. DIrect. The dogs showed no indecision or 
confusion; they obeyed quietly, instantly. 

Pleased with their performance, he called them over and 
showed them a great deal of affection. He straightened up 
and said, "Come on, I'll show you the kennels." 

Out behind the administrative complex, and off to one 
side, is the big kennel where he keeps a half dozen young 
German shepherds. "I train them myself, you know. It's very 
easy. It only takes 5 minutes a day with a dog, that's all. You 
start with 20- or 30-foot leash, try to get him to go for a 
temptation, like a cat or a squirrel, so he'll run. When they 
hit the end of the leash, they learn. You pull them in, give 
them a lot of praise, a lot of affection; and they get the idea 
that they must depend on you, not the leash." 

Talking with staff people around Cesar you get the 
impreSSion the dogs are for security. They do look menacing. 
But Cesar said the dogs had no security training; they are not 
guard dogs, but his companions. Red, by his own aggressive 
nature, is not trusted by anyone but Chavez and Ybarra
when I, without knOWing this, climbed into a car with Red 

and just verbally pushed him over and sat down, Ybarra 

became viSibly concerned for my safety. The dog apparently 

had grudgingly accepted me because of my lack of fear; I 
didn't repeat the mistake. Red normally bristles and barks 

when strangers approach the car he's riding in, or the house 

he's guarding. On the other hand, Boycott and Huelga are 

quiet. They are used to travel, and" whether at La Paz or a 

rally in some farming town. they he on the floor, or move 

lazily around the room, ignoring the hands that reach out to 

pet them. 
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fanner \\"� quietly buying the property fr�m the county f�r 
�ZOI.OOO, Cesar called a movie producer fflend who had said 
he waIlted to help the UFWA buy a farm someday; the 
producer agreed to put in a bid for $205,000, the farmer 
upped his bid, aIld the contest was on. The movie producer 
won at $232,000. The county officials had no idea the down 
payment was a gift to the union, and that the UFW A would 
work off the sale price on a lease-purchase agreement. 

Cesar laughed, "When they found out a month later that a Hollywood Jew aIld a Delano Mexican had gotten together to beat them, they were mad as hell." Cha\'�z renaIl1ed the place La Paz - the peaceful place - and m 1971 pulled the central UFW A staff into the complex. This reduced the Delano "Forty A " d " t _ ti' , 't d hirin' cres a mInIS ra \e um an g hall the m d' al li ' , , , e IC c mc, and cooperatIve ga� station to a field-office status Not v ' th ' hierarch\' appr d f th 
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h t I for the constant stream of people coming through L o e k h f ' , a 
Paz: farm wor ers come ere or trammg, Anglo volunteers 

asS through on the way to 
,
a boycott assignment or a staff job In a fie ld office. The full-hme La Paz population fluctuates 

between 100 and 150, as people come and go. Many are 
married and usually both parents work at staff jobs. There is a nursery school-day care center for the younger children, and 
the school-aged . kids are bused, into the small town of 
Tehachapi, 10 miles farther back m the mountains, 

The ethnic mix at La Paz is Anglo-Chicano, with an 
casional black or Puerto Rican, Although the names and ��bers change rapidly, on one day in 1974 the list of 

residents at La Paz showed 76 Anglo and 30 Spanish 
surnames. Most of the Chicanos are farm workers who have 
come into the union full time; Anglo volunteers are a mix 

_ some are young, long-haired New Left, others are 
middle-aged couples who have taken a month or a year and 
given themselves over to the cause; there are unio,n carpen
ters and painters here for a week or a weekend; high school 
and college students come to offer their sweat on weekends 
and during school vacations; 25 law students came into the 
union's legal department for the summer of 1974, , 

La Paz is in  many respects a commune and Chavez tlunks 
in communal terms. He frequently speaks in the "we" 
context and envisions a self-sufficiency and sense of c�mmu
nity that is disquieting to some of his followers. Pnvat�ly 
there are those who argue that La Paz has removed the umon 
leadership from the fields and farming towns wher� �e f�m 
workers live. Some feel the intense pressures of livmg m a 
tightly controlled isolated community are too gr�at. ctavbz

� 
they say has absolute control over not only therr wor 

I' hU " , ' b  f the pace and examp e e even therr pnvate lives ecause 0 
sets. 

h here he can For Chavez, La Paz is a �e,
ft�ge, a ��� � his life and escape the p ublic, highly politiCIzed ��t La Paz is also a focus on workaday union problems

h
, 

eriment with h b ' . l' ,here e can exp ob y, a dIstraction, a p ace \\ 
h ' ported four hives 

his instincts for agrarian reform, He as 1m 
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eren
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, a 
politician given over to th� rush of 18- our ays, movl�g 
throu"h a constmtly changmg set of places and people; m 
ll1eeti�g \\ith farm workers he is the gentle teacher, the 
interested listener who has the time and patience to cultivate 
the ideas of his fellow workers, developing them into usable 
policies: to the farmers, in negotiations, Chavez is mercurial 
- sometimes an angry, swearing man who will concede 
nothing. sometimes an amiable, reasonable person willing to 
reach agreement. 

The farmers who have negotiated contracts with him say that at the bargaining table he frequently uses four-letter words, but mterestingly the farmers don't repeat those words m dIrect quotes - although they the I th w d ' mse ves use e same or s a� frequently, What they seem to try t ' I ' th t Cha\'ez is a man who has be ' 
0 Imp y IS a 

fact he is not The farm d
en , Pi?clalmed a saint when in 

seniorih' s»st�m or the
ers

r 
on

h 
t Ike the hiring hall, or the , anc corn 'tt complained angrily "The 

ml ee structure. One .. ' , y are so goddam d ' (an t get a goddamn thing done," 
n emocratJc they 

, not her grape grower, Steve Pavi umon officials were J' ust I 
k 

, �h, of Delano, said "The The' both ed h
I e mosqllItoes beh' d 

' ) er t e shit out of VOIl hut ' I\l a guy's ear. It , . . they fought you on seni�rity 
�:�I had to pllt lip with 

28 
• gnevances. on the 

dispatch system. It got so when we got a grievance fil d ' in the wastebasket. If they felt strongly enough ah
' we

t 't
e It 

f h ' .. au 1 we 
would hear rom t em agam. ' 

Pavich, 24, is taking over the 500-acre family ' d , f h H 'd "I 
vmeyar 

from hIS at er. e sal, went to school with Jo . (th 
supervisor of the Delano hiring hall), He wa� kind or ,

e 

1 h ' 1 d' h' a I1lce 
kid unti ,

e got ,mvo ve 111 t, IS union thing , , , people get in 
those umon thmgs an� theIr egos get all involved , , . this 
power thing they got IS really hell , . , goes to their heads, 

"Where �efo�e they were nothing: you know? So now they 
are in the hmehght. TJ:ey

, 
got all thIS power. They just whip 

on you , they b�en ,:hlppmg on m� for three years," young 
Pavich complamed m an angry VOIce, According to Pavich 
_ and others like, him - the hiring hall and seniority system 
created havoc WIth work patterns and traditional farming 
practices, It was for these reasons, they said, that as the UFWA 
contracts expired in 1973 the grape workers began switching 
to the Teamsters, 

Pavich, like most farmers, is angry over the press coverage 
he feels has been pro-Chavez, After cussing me individually 
and the press in general for nearly 10 minutes, Pavich 
challenged me to go into the fields and talk to the workers 
during the 1973 harvest season, I accepted the challenge. 

In the course of one morning I talked to 10 workers in five 
family groups. Almost without exception they said they 
preferred the Teamsters - if they had to have any tillion at 
all. These workers were migrants - from Michoacan, Mexico 
_ who come up just for the grape harvest, staying on each 
ranch only as long as the best picking is available, then they 
move with the season, 

One weathered old man, the father of eight children who 
were all at work in the vines, summed it up: "Chavez has 
been a good leader for the workers, but the peopl.� 

working 

under him have not been so good for the workers, 
VVhy? , , 

The problem was with the dispatch and semonty systems, 
he said, These migrants travel in family groups, Everyone. 
including the younger children. work. and, over the years. 
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Another lemon picker talked as he worked II' 
f ' f  th h 

' pu lUg the 
rUit rom e t or�y trees, dropping it into the big pickin 

bag strapp
,
ed to hiS upper body. "It used to be the bufi 

[foreman] Jump you, All that bullshit. They try to pull you 
[keep wages low] and tell you if you don't want to ick et 
the hell out. Now they can't do that," 

P , g  

From Florida to California the workers complained about the 
speed-up systems formerly used, and those who support the 

UFW A agree with the Chavez concepts of seniority and a 

hiring hall system, Those workers wbo have been in the 

struggle to organize a union, and who have worked under 

contract, have a growing awareness of their collective power. 

Ernesto Loredo, a former migrant from the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas, is a strong union member; a picket captain 

during the time of strikes, he has led 285 men and women in 
acts of civil disobedience that ended in their mass arrest and 
jailing, 

Loredo, his wife, and children once traveled in a family 
group that numbered 18, moving through Midwest harvests, 
traveling seasonally into Arizona and, at the end of the cotton 
season, back into Texas. In the early 1960s they started 
migrating into the California fruit harvests, spending their 
winters in Woodville in a Tulare County Housing AuthOrity 

labor camp. The camp was a half-hour drive from Delano, 

where Chavez was living as he started organizing the 

National Farm Workers Association in 1962, 
Loredo recalled, "Cesar came to the camp, but he did not 

try to convince us we ought to join, He just tried to show us 

we had a problem , . ," 

It was difficult for me to understand his point. It seemed 

obvious to me that farm workers had all kinds of economic 

and social problems and that they certainly should be the first 

to know about them. Loredo tried to explain that heing poor 

was a way of life and that the working poor were COllvinced 

the problems they faced were foreordained hy a social system 

they could not control or even influence . 
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Then Loredo's deep brown face took on a serio 
peaceful. e�'Pression, "He started shaping my life, I ch�� ��t I completel" changed. I am a different man now" 

g . 

. -\nd it is true. Ernesto Loredo is a different �an H . �:��� �rnself, � quietly determined man who says: "I� �� a 
arm "orkers we see the sol uti n 

e 
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Ished arm labor . " 
ex I "people have heen ' IS redundant M h· P Olted. Low IrnPOrted' "  asses of impover-

un,ger. d 
pay and ' IIlto th · 

fo . an Privation 
Intolerahle 

e Work force and r \\ages on the farm' ar
p

e t�e nIle for th
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conditions . enO<!' os{. h ' 
I(:ally these w 0 must work 

36 pow{'r\I'SS workers 

become restive. The farmers tolerate some unrest 1 t h 
k h . f 

. , )\1 W en 
the war ers s ow signs 0 open rebellion the ag'b . 

b . , n  usmess 
labor system egms to purge and recycle itself. 

" 

First, th� farmers psych themselves up for the traumatic 
c?nfrontati?ns; 

.
the current work force is discredited and 

given a pejorative label; �e once efficient Chinese coolies 
become quarrelsome Chmks, the "industrious" Japanese 
become sneaky Japs, and the "perfect workers" - the 
Mexicans - become dirty, lazy Spies. When the most 
aggressive workers walk out on strikes, the farmers cry out 
against the "outsiders," " agitators," and "Communists" who 
are leadin� the �o��ers astray, and the war is on. Judges 
outlaw stnke activItIes and mass meetings and local law 
enforc�ment moves in; too often, wherever workers gather 
mob VIOlence erupts. Guns fire. Clubs split heads. Blood. 
Mass arrests. Terror. Violence. The strikes are broken, the 
leaders jailed or run out of the county. A labor shortage is 
declared, and recruiters seek out a new powerless minority . 

When the 1965 table-grape harvests started in California's 
Coachella Valley, 100 miles north of the Mexican border, the 
Filipino farm workers, who had been migrating with the crop 
for 30 years, found their wages were lower than those of the 
Mexican nationals being imported under federally supervised 
programs. The Filipinos struck, and their wages were in
creased. But when the harvest moved north into the San 
Joaquin Valley the farmers there were paying the lower 
wages. The Filipinos went out on strike again and the farmers 

began to react; it seemed the historic patterns would once 

more be repeated. But they were not repeated. The grape 

strikes did not go according to history. From the very 

beginning this labor unrest began to take on new form and 

shape; the new element was a permanency, a structural form 

that would endure beyond the immediate walkout on one 

farm or set of farms. 
Although it was the Filipinos who started the strikes, it was 

Cesar Chavez and his newly emerging National Farm 

Workers Association that established the concept of a 

permanent, social service-Driented farm workers union. The 
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altt mia famL produce $S billion in food and fiber; the 
state Ipph' a quarter of the fmit and vegetables for the 
nallOn' market ba,kets. The average California farm is an 
lITIgated, specialized operation covering nearly 600 acres, 
But the 8\ erage I� . mal] potatoes when compared with th 
I�e operation: \\ithin the southern half of the San Joaqui� 
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Farm Workers there had hccn no union J'ob p t ' 
d ' , ro cetlon, no 

call-hack proce ures, no selllonty systems to stabilizE' the 
work force. A 400 percent labor turnover in farml'ng was not 
uncommon. 

The Giumarras
, 

represent successful family farming, But 

they are not typical of large-scale, industrialized farming 

operations like Anderson Clayton Company (50,000 acres) 

and J. G. Boswell Company (uo,ooo acres), The Tejon 

Ranch sold 2,225 of its 290,000 irrigated acres for $518,000, 

The biggest "farm" in California is the old Kern County 

Land Company, now a part of the Tenneco conglomerate, 
Tenneco farms 128,000 irrigated acres in the valley as part of 

a 1.4-million-acre agribusiness operation in California and 
Arizona. 

These are the "Factories in the Fields" that Carey 

McWilliams wrote about in the late 1930s. This is industrial
ized farming, where each acre is mechanically and chemi
cally pushed to yields that stagger the imagination, 

To push these yields so high farmers invest great sums of 

money for irrigation water, seed, fertilizers, pest-control 

chemicals, chemical growth stimulators, and chemicals to 

improve the cosmetic appeal of the fruit ?r vegetables, But 
the most costly input is labor. These factones - whether 200 

acres or 20,000 acres - require large crews of workers for 

relatively short seasons, Mechanization cut labor costs and 

made the individual farm worker more productive - one 

worker in 1950 produced food for himseU and 15 others; �y 

1967 the figure was for himself and 4� others and stIU 

climbing. Machines push workers out of Jobs - the cott�n

picking machine, alone, eliminated more th�n I, mIllIon 
hand-labor jobs in the 1950s, But. in Callforma - and 

particularly in the San Joaquin Vallev - the number. o� fafm 

' 1 I b of acres of \fn(lated 
jobs is increasmg )ecause t 1e num er < 

. , , 1:'1, 
farming is increasing dramatically. In 1939, CalIfornia had

h
4 

million acres of irri�att.'d land. \Vith the constTIICtlOn of t e 

state and federally� financed California Aqueduct and the 

Central Valleys P;ojt'l'\ canals this figure has douhled; there 
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What ha- long heen tenned "the farm labor problem" in ah� mla may he said to date from the introduction of 
mtens)\ e fanning \\ith the attendant requirements for an abundance of cheap , skilled, mobile and temporary labor. The 
rudiment of the problem. as it exists today [1939J, existed in 
J • From 1886 to the present time the problem, in so far 
thr �wers w d 

as 
'

. 
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McWilliams �Tote, 
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an Violence which 
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ry, � story of theft, 
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H rt'� rred to th la d r California. 

hk- Me (an land �t 
n baronies created or carved out of O�t of qllestion .. -nUed S 40 tates IUlul 

J 
"'S bet ween the J 840S and I RHos. The land ' ' .11 _ a,.. , ' h  

SWlnu es the 
hemes of private empire t at were wo rked in th 

' 
SC h 1 . 1 e western 
United States ec ame egenus, and cre ated a prot t f 

d . ' 1 0 ype or 
using an ,ml1su

d
smg

h 
gove�nment

h
a la rges s, But the sto ry of 

Californi� s an sc emes IS a�ot er subject, for another time 
The pomt to be made here IS th at mo st fa rm J'ohs f .; . ' a re Ollnu 

on industnal or corporate farm s and the number of th 
farmS - hence the number of jobs - is growing. Hi sto ric��

e 

these jobs have been so poorly paid that the workers h y 
been kept in economic servitude. The awful condittv

e 

shown in Edward R. Murrow's TV document ary Han;es��f 
Shame ar� hard to differentiate from the conditions in John 
Steinbeck s Gmpes of Wrat�;. yet two decades and .},ooo 
miles separ�te these Journalistic efforts. (The document ary 
was filmed 111 1960 among black East Coast migrants, the 
book written about Dust Bowl "Okies" flocking into the 
California harvests in the mid-1930s). These same deplorable 
conditions caused Japanese fruit pickers to walk out of 
California orchards in 1902; black sugar-cane cutters rebelled 
against intolerable wage and working conditions in Louisiana 
plantations in 1896, and one of the first farm labor strikes 
ever reported occurred when Chinese workers refused to 
harvest the Kern County hop crop in 1885

. 

The Chinese hop pickers were members of a tong - an 

association of  an extended family group from a specific 
province of  China. In California the tongs - controlled hy 
wealthy Chinese merchants - acted as the workers' agents 
and as a labor contractor for employers. profiting from hoth. 

With the completion of the transcontinental railroad, the 

dry land grain farms in California gave way to the more 

profitable fruit and vegetable crops that could be marketed III 

the East, Fruit farming required gangs of la�)orers for the 

brief harvest seasons, and the Chinese contractmg system was 

refined and expanded. �texican and �ndian wor�ers were 

hrought into the crops and more Chmese were IInporte�. 

Late in the I Roos a series of lahor dispute" then an economic 

depression, tri��t.'rt'd !Inti·Chinese rioting, and the cool I 

were driven from the fields. They were replaced hy young 
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World. n of till t';lrliest Ulllons to attempt to organi�e �e 
prolet nat. e 

The "" ohhIit:''; '' organllt:'d from the top of soapboxes on downt \\11 ,tret't romer.;. near the factory gates, out in th 
fields - wheren'r they could find exploited workers. Lab 

e 
hi o� Philip Taft :\Tote. "The ability of the IWW leaders �� m bilize l�e, \lnskille� masses to display their poverty and 

tffenng \\ '
. 
�f a high order, but they failed in th 

el m utary ahility needed to build a permanent organ' e 
ti » I� 

n . . .  
Th� �ww .et the pattern for a half century of farm labo Ol'giUllZUl" efforts And T ft' '

. al b 
r 

true ·o
!: f 

th
o 

f 
a s cntIc 0 servation remained . De 0 e arm labo . if 1 ft belund except the 

r umon e orts e anything 
oIJ;antzers moved m.�ory of violent confrontation. The IWW 
I�ber mills, in �e 

t��:orke::, in the textile mills, in the 
strikes exerting leadersh' :h 

taking advantage of existing 
tat in r�bellion, In 19121�: :ever

. they found the proletar-
tt! mill trikes and . y ere In Lawrence Massachu-

\\orken;' stnke<; I th
m 1�)13 they were in the N ' J 'lk 

Ria k F 
. n e 5ummer 

f e w  ersey SI 

wo
r
k 

Ie
, rord and Bennan S\ h 0 1913 Wobhly organizers 

r eT'; amilies ' C 
1 r were . th d 

unemplo ed In alifornia . That . 
WI estitute farm 

de perat 
Y �e n for eVery I'oh summer there were 10 
e, entire fam'l' ' people w h d \\ag . I Ie<; �roveled f 

ere ungry an 
When the 0 Or Work, accepting any 

\\ rk 
tm;t Brother d ers to pick their ho 

a Verti!iCd the pI r ponded. Witt! dane

ar "WheatlanYd needed 2,700 

y 3"� " thousa nd., of ,'Jl.K) rn n' I 4! ' Worn �n, an< 

children showed up at the Durst farm. E. B. Durst allowed 
the workers to camp on a low, unshaded hill; he supplied 
tents, at 75 cents a week. There were only 9 outdoor to'l t 

11 . d
ie s, 

the water we s 
,
were ma equate, and soon went dry. A 

relative of Durst s sold lemonade at 5 cents a glass. Durst 
established a company store to sell groceries at inflated 
prices. . 

There was no garbage dIsposal, no sanitary system estab
lished. Soon the camp was filthy. Disease spread. Although he 
had advertised for 2,700 workers Durst really needed only 
1,500, There wasn't enough work to go around; the picking 
rates were dropped from $1 a hundred to 90 cents. Over half 
the workers were destitute and were living from day to day, 
cashing in their daily pay tickets at the company store. The 
workers - from a half dozen different ethnic backgrounds, 
speaking seven different languages - were earning $1 a day, 

or less. 
Ford and the other IWW organizers in the camp began to 

call meetings. Committees were formed and workers drew up 

a list of demands protesting the living conditions, the 

overcrowding, lack of water and sanitation, The final protest 

was over low wages. 
Durst rejected the demands and called the law. Anned 

deputies, accompanied by the district attorney (who wa� also 

Durst's private attorney), confronted the workers dunng a 

mass meeting, They were there to arrest Ford and the other 

IWW leaders. The workers' mood was sullen, angry. A deputy 

sheriff fired a pistol in the air intending to "sober" the peop�e, 

to cow them into submission. The shot had the oppoSIte 

effect. The mob went wild; more shots were fired. The posse 

fled in terror. When it was over, the district attorney, one 

sheriff's deputy and two workers were dead. No accurate 

count of the �umber of wounded and injured was ever 

reported. That afternoon and evening hundreds of workers 

and their families packed up their camps and scatt�r.ed. 

Anyone who had fallen in with the lWW now w�s a f\l�ltlved 

M th fter the riots, Ht'rman Subr, Blackle Ford, an 
on s a . 1 f der The two worker'! 

two workers W('TC put on tnu or mllr . 
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After World War I California farmers found Japanese 

workers were no longer uniquely suited for laboring' th 

fruit orchards and vines; they had become restive "sne
m ak � 

" I b't' " t h 
, y. 

and over Y am I IOUS 0 own t eir own farms and compet 

The Japanese -like the Chinese before them - were a1ie�� 
and therefore could be outlawed by a sympathetic Congress, 

The Alien Exclusion Laws were duly amended and the 

farmers turned their atten�ion to the docile, low-bending 

Mexicans who were proclalmed uniquely suited for "stoop 

labor" in the fields. 

In the late 1920S, the Pacific Rural Press reported an 

average of 58,000 Mexicans were brought in yearly to work 

the crops; by 1930 state population figures revealed 250,000 

Mexicans living in California. The same kind of importation 

was going on all along the border, in Arizona, New Mexico, 

and Texas. McWilliams wrote: 

. . . the large farms used Mexican labor as their main source 

of cheap, easily explOitable farm labor, beating down wage 

rates and forcing cities to assume the burden of supporting 

the Mexicans during the period of "hibernation" (those 

months when there was no work} .... In 1928 the Mexican 

labor was earning 35 cents an hour, but with the depression 

this sank to 15 cents an hour ... these rates (do not) 

adequately reflect the miserable conditions of the Mexican 

labor . . . " 

The Mexican workers in the Southwest were treated like 

the Negroes in the South; the prejudices were summed up by 

a Texas farmer this way: "God created the Negro race t? 

labor and marked them so you'd know them. If he h,

adn t 

intended it, he'd have made them white, and the Mexlcans, 

" 
too . . . . E h c n 

An executive of the California Fnut xc 
. 
ange, ,�I ,-

menting on Mexican labor during the same penod, ;:as
, 

Just 

a bit more sophisticated when he summed up t e same 

feeling: 

M . 1 I bor fills the requirements of the California 

eXlcan casua a ' . 

farm as no other lahor has done in the pa�t. The MeXican 

45 



'th'tan1h the high tcmpcmlnn', "j lilt' 1111 ' \\1 ' )ll'nnl 
JoaqUIn Vallen, He I' adapted In I h., Iit'ld ('On "t' 

lind Snll 
fi 1-' 1 ' I I 

( I IOns 'lIe de hea' (' (1110/1\. P,IlII( 11 ill "11\ til(' sl " , , ( ' ' (lOP ('r ' 
vegctahlc� ane! cantaJ"tll ,II Indl "Ink Iahor r 'f 

o))s of ( llSl'd 
and 1\ con,lllllhon Ih 1111'1111<'.1 til 1'<'1 form , " ' to do 
"om tllc t:1' lIal h. n c,h ('lHit-d, I he poorly p' 'd had to fend f r thelll' In'" Tht'\ Iwaded into tlla

l �vorkers e Clt ie Ill'arh, fann I \\ 1\" fr('q\ll'l�tl) t!W\ "ere destitute and 
h s, Or 

�c('k \I ('lfllfl' � 1,t 1I1(,t', lilt' tann('rs "crc dump' 
ad to 

\\'or1('rs min tht' itlt' III thl' oft' season, using the 
�;g their 

coun" "dfaIT \,!t'1I1S as their unique form of u 
ate and 

men! Ill. tr.m ,Bul the cities and counties rebelled;
n�:plo�. 

not \\-aII! thc unemplowd \{t'\leanS, Life became hefi dId 
th \I rker, Pu�hl'<l and shoved, deprived of the last s

h
r:or of hum n dl�TlIh, the\ rebelled J'u9t as the Ch' 

ds ' . ' mese a d Japan had rebelled, Early in 1928 the cantaloupe w k n l� th Impenal \'alley fomled La ('nion de Trabaiad01�: �r� ��lIc ::;Pl'TIOI. They sen
,
t letters to the growers, and to t:e am of Commerce III Brawlev and EI Centro ask f a oent-and'<l-half increase in th 

" ' mg or 
of 75 cent an hour, 

e piece rate or a flat pay rate 
tate labor investiaator r d " th \I Xlean labore h

"'" h
eporte : The difficulties which rs a�e een - ' , contrclrto� are undoubtedl . r 

exp�nencmg with the labor 
of the lIllion , . ," ) esponslhle for the organization Th growe� refused to tal , " ��lIo" ed, heri£f � deputies 

III k 
d
" �th the workers, A strike 'llIuttlllfT thn ' Ove III arr t' 'k ' c Uillon office , es mg stn e leaders, arh"lh Th 'k s, and outl. ' rrhelll'o' e stn'e Was crush I I aWmg further strike n, e(. lut h f In 19-9 the De r ' 

not t e spirit 0 
plm cd urhan "ork

P C<;Slon Pushed lap. �O\\'l1\g a\ allablh 
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,
J
,

nto the fann I'?c numbers of unetn
pre ure the " 

tv of Whitf'" Work 
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Politicians - the federal government began a m ' .1 , ' ass ueporta-
tion of MeXican ahens, 

From 300,000 to 400,000 Mexicans and MeXican Ameri
cans were herded south, across the border, Those Mexicans 
who escaped the ,drag�et, those U,S, citizens of Mexican 
descent who remamed m farm work, were intimidated and 
once more docile, But the farmer was no longer w�rried 
about Mexicans; he now had a bountiful supply of poor white 
workers, The urban unemployed came out of the Eastern 
cities into the Cape Cod cranberry bogs, breaking the strike 
of the black workers who were attempting to build a union, 
In Idaho the state and federal government helped the pea 
farmers break a strike by turning out all of the able-bodied 
men and women on relief, creating a surplus of hungry, 
destitute people who would work for just enough to buy a 
meal for their children, The use of welfare recipients as 
strikebreakers became a common tactic throughout the West. 

The Great Depression and the years of drought and dust 
storms in Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Texas drove thousands of 
yeoman farmers off the land, Broke, hungry, and poor, these 
white families loaded their old cars and trucks and headed 
west, on Route 66; they became the Dust Bowl Okies, and 
tens of thousands of them flooded into the California farming 
valleys, further depressing the wage rates and overtaxing the 
parsimonious welfare systems, The Okies, Filipinos -, who 
had been imported during the late 1920S - and the MeXIcans 

had to compete for the low-paying jobs, , 
A special U , S, Commission studying agricultural unrest III 

the Imperial Valley reported: 

Living and sanitary conditions are a serious and irritating 

factor, , , , [WeJ found filth, squalor, and an entire absence of 

sanitation and a crowding of human beings into tents or , 1 'I f 1 d' "eeds and anything that was 
crude structures )UI t 0 )oar s," ' , . , 
f d t h ld [InJ this environment there IS bred a 
oun a ai" " , h I 

social sullenness that is to he deplored but whlc can Ie 

understood . , . 
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e result of work'
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arm work force 

in 1931 ;  using the IWW tactics, they moved in on 
. '  1 d h'  d k 

spontaneous 

strikes, glvmg e
l
a ers 

k
iP an �ee ing out sympathetic towns-

people to supp y w?r ers With food and shelter. The first 

major cAwlU-led stnke took place in the fall of 19 ' h' 
h t v  'II Th 

' 32, In t e 

fruit arves s near acavi e. e strike leaders wer ' 'I d 
k d " 1 t b k ' f h 

e Jal e , 

Mas e vlgl an �s ro e SIX 0 t e strike leaders out of jail, 

took them out mto the countryside, flogged them, shaved 

their heads, and poured red enamel paint over them. 

The following spring 3,000 pea pickers went out on strike 

in the DeCato-Hayward area, and CAWlU organizers, includ

ing Chambers, helped establish a strike camp. The strikers 

lived in old cars, tents, or out in the open. A communal 
kitchen cooked whatever organizers could beg from the 
liberals in nearby communities like San Jose, Armed deputies 
patrolled the road to keep strike agitators from talking to 

strikebreaking workers in the fields. Chambers said he 
worked primarily at night, contacting workers in their camps, 
holding clandestine meetings in woodsheds and garages. 

The DeCoto pea-picker strike was finally settled, with 

some gains for the workers, and this success prompted strikes 

in the cherries near Mountain View and Sunnyvale, and in 

the apricots and peaches in Merced, Sacramento, and 

Gridley, The strikes forced wages higher, but CAWlU was not 

recognized as a union, and men like Chambers left no 

permanent organization behind them.
, ' ' 

By August, Pat Chambers had drifted Wlth the fruitplckers 

into the Tulare County peach harvest, and there he led the 

Tagus Ranch workers in a successful strike. Ta
,
gus

, 
had been 

paying $ 1  for a lO-hour day, but with the ffUlt npe on the 

trees, the farm management quickly agreed to pa� 25 cents 

an hour, for an 8-hour day. Word of this doubhn� of :he 

wages spread up and down the San Jo�quin Valley, tnggenng 

more strikes. Other growers were funous. . , ' 
The mood within the agribusiness commullitieS III Tulare 

County and the valley was uglY; the Depression h
f
ad strt

h
lCk 

, ,1 ' the arms t at 
hard at commerce, buslllesses were C OSlllg, 

had heavy debt loading \-\'ere going bankrupt, taxes were 
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I .  1 and <,ol1nt\' gm t'11l11h'llh " I'l l' h'l l' I 
de mqucn "

, • � p r('ss 
t their 0\\11 e p<'n\1 '. , cd to 

m�, labor I)rohll'Jll H)..:lt .lt l'd 1 1\ 1 \" 1\ doll l ' . 
I II( II t ' I Il,Ued 

treet-comer tnlk in ,1Il.1 .1 1 nl
.
lI Ig I ll" IlS Iikc PixIe the 

I 'k wcren', Ihe onh 1 " 1'11' pI I lllcn'st . fhc June 
y, bllt s n . . I f' 30 1 

' . of Ihe Pi,!r" 1. 111(''7 n \( I(,POllel a n ncrs in th' 933, Issue , I f' e a 
. 're fomlin n I �.II\ t f.  11 1I11 l tIl app ' or feder I 

tea 
\\ 1  1 J '  1) 

a Ct 
'\1'1 a ide" I \111l I1b. t it' l .S. ('partment  of Agricul 

op 
wa, pll\im: r III 1 h) l ;!  an acre to retire land ' 

tUte 
attempt t lit I du\til11l an�l stim�llatc prices. 

In an 
nlC III l UI of tht' [lI fellll'ISC reported the T I rd ' ' ' t . . th 

u ate 
.oun" "I "Upt'nlsors , SI tmg m e courthouse ' , d ' $  f 

In 
nearh, \ I la, Iud \oll' to Inm 40.000 rom the welf 
hud et u I \ delinquencies had cut county inco 

are 

B ard Chainnan :\lfred EI
.
liott - a spokesman for agrib:�: 

n \\ ho:i polittcal ambitIons would soon carry him t 
ngr - ordered thc county welfare director to req , 0 

all 1!_ _ . . h f 
Utre 

\\ euu.n: recIpIents to pure ase resh fmit and vegetables 
nd C4Il or pre:en'C thcm for winter consumption as 

ronditi n for sta)ing on relief. 
a 

k (�� �lliotf s concern about the high cost of welfare : \�� e 
d

un,d ; he suggested welfare mothers should be 
n , an m a speech he e '  I '  d "Th 'e 'can famili 1 xp rune , e transient 

tlus fonn of la� are a
. 
f:ege source of the problem. While 

import \\ orke� f;o:a�e 
c�aper, �t is poor economy to 

take care of them 
all 

. SOu [�lexlco] and then have to 
Pix! 

\\wter at tax ' " Y was m the heart f ' 
i ' payers expense. 

mil In am' directio 
0 a arge cotton-growing area ' for 

h ' 
n great field f 

' stret cd to the hOrizon E h f S 0 green cotton plants 
" am n d h'ldr , ac all 15 
th . an e I en miO'rated . ' ,000 to 20,000 men, 

{ neket)· c I . h tntn cott h . . ' a >m tn cotto on arvests hvmg In 
Oil dlt h banks 

n camps f ' h 
' 

talk t 
tn tents. They sw 11m IS ed by farmers or 

1) 1110' t anned I ' k  ' 
I 

. .." 0 earn enou"'- t . I e locllsts over the 
II 1933 th n J 

F,ll 0 survIve th III d up f 
oaqUIn Valley Ag ' 1 e coming winter. 

t th p,ehnr pr ntativ from na
e

)\I' 
tural Lahor Bllfeau 

g rat at 60 ')IX v II . 
nt high th c nl! a hu d a cy COl lnt lCS 

er an th preVJOIJ'! n redW('ight, which 
SO 

y ar hut 40 Ct'nt 

below the demands of the Cannery and A . I 
Industrial Union. 

gncu ture Workers 

When the farmers refused to set the rat t 
Pounds, CAWIU organizers quietly rented a 40

e a $1£ per 100 '1 f . 
-acre arm near 

Corcoran, 30 ml es west 0 Pixley and laid out t 'k k d ff d '  
a s n e camp 

Streets were mar e o , a equate toilet facilitie d ' 
water supply was established, and a sanitation

s w
s
ere �&, a 

1 d M t' h 
upervlSlon 

syste� p anne . 
f
ee mg

d
s were eld among the workers, and 

commIttees were orme to coordinate the strike a ti 't ' 
h f h ' . A d  

C Vl y m  
eac 0 t e SIX counties. ate was picked Octob A th . d f h 

, er 4· s e 
strikers were eVlcte rom t eir camps, or driven off th d't h 
banks by lawmen and Vigilantes, they were to come 

e
to 

I J:e 
strike camp, where food and shelter would be available 

On Wednesday, October 4, a one-column headline o� the 
front page of the Visalia Times Delta read: "Cotton Picker's 
Strike Started Today .in Tulare County Fields." The story 
reported that 14,000 pickers had left their jobs and that three 
CA WIU organizers, two of them Mexican, one Anglo, had been 
arrested near Earlimart by Pixley Justice Court Constable 
Delos Howard. Pat Chambers and the other organizers 
formed workers into car caravans early each morning and set 
out through the back roads seeking crews at work. When a 
working crew was spotted, the caravan stopped, a picket line 
was set up along the road, and the pickets tried to talk - or 
yell - the strikebreakers out of the field. Frequently 

fmstrated by the distance, strikers would rush onto a ranch, 

only to be confronted by armed farmers, sheriffs deputies, 

and Constable Howard. 
The CA WIU efforts were successful; the cotton strikes 

spread through the entire valley, strike camps were set up 

near Wasco and Arvin, and the newspapers reported 18,000 

pickers had walked out of the fields. The entire harvest was 

brought to a standstill. , 
The mood of the entire valley was reflected by the Fresno 

Bee on October 6. The Bcc's editorial writer agreed workers 

should get: 

f ·  d '  f 1 f'11' r l'a';S work [but he noted,] ollr 
a aIr ay s pay or , , I ." • • 

. d' I ' weary of the actIVItIes 1)£ 
people are gl'ttmg ('XC(,l' mg )-
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r f ional Comm unt'( It'ad.'rs, Ill",( h I t  "I I I  "" '\, r ' 
. � I \\ l or\,. 

• motivatrd b '  no hon" ,1 dC'.II' I "  1 1 1 1 \11 . ' 'I'ho 
, '" t' II' 

condlhons but ralh.'r prop,"" I II k;\ I I I\'1 1 1\('1 1. 01'kitllt , � n  � 

" hile promoting th., ;11 1'(' ( f " ', •. 11 . 1 1 I;nl'\" and r '  1 
Ilests 

f 
t tl rev \ 

(ioll. The loa I ( II \ I'l l " I'rl.. i l l� '<'aSOlls and to \1-

dc�end III n tl1(' Ill' I t  1...' Ylll lm\,\ " ho l1'\v(' 
hell 

• S1l1ell ramon from afar, " 1w ,h. I I ld thl'� hil' t' 'llch "Ide to\ . ed el ance? 

11)(' (o)rran (' didn 't I .I�t Itmg. TIlt' next day's Fre 
story WII hl 3dlmro: " H.lIll'hI'IS \ nn as Pre('alltion�n� �ee 
Trouhlr sprt.1lin� 

. , Ftl\ll ,\!,!itators " cre arrested in Ma�like l\:rrn Altlllh f nil l'\ " \'1'\' dnnng cotton strikers out of ��a, 
camp , lind n t her q. �ro\\('rs from Kern, Tulare 

e 
�. .  t ' ,.... k ' and l\.1Il(1' un I lIli.'t m "orcoran to wor ' out strategy Th �" C n fl.l (n offer h\' a state deputy labor co

' 
. 
e 

_� t1 . • mm� 
\loner to mt:'l.uate 1e dispute; they refused to meet wiili the 
\1Il1 n n � tJlltOrs }\ mob of 70 farmers tried to break 
\\ ork meeting in Woodville. and, in the melee �ha� 
folJo\\ oo the oU�U1�bered farmers were badly beaten and �a� t) flee for th

.
elr liws, Farnlers who traded in the city of 

l:rs�a� hil� 
It to he a "hotbed of Communists , "  Cham

from liberal t!� III �u
l
lare an�

.
he had considerable support 

tlOn" t Ii. out a
dsspe PI e. 

I
The Farmers Protective Associa-

In oca newspape t d '  th ' police force was aUo\\in 
6 . 

.
rs, con en I

.
ng e city 

to hold meeting in the 
g

't 
tO

Th
8 kno\\ n CommuIllst agitators 

CI y, e ad warned: 
W the fann f 
f 

m 0 your communit h r support feel that you h 
y W om you depend upon 

at Our door. Th� Co av� nursed too long the viper that is 
t b mmuntst auitat "11 \ \ou and your harbo ' 

o· ors must he driven from \ �ur non COOperation, and :fi �:m h
.
lrther will prove to us 

gI d Our upport and trade to th 
ke It necessary for us to 

an c peratt' " ith us. 
ano er tOWn that will support 

Th dat " as Octobe st ....... t f P I , J "  I 
r J O, 1 1),1.'3- By late f 

liWtt fllln had f '  I1U es to the 'iOuth, w a ternoon the main 
allen the day ber ould nlJl '''I'th ) 1 I or • the firs .. ) ()()( , 
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t to ('001 the air 

and end �he l�ng, hot slimmer. By dawn on the loth the 
WIV stnker car caravans were out, rnnning the h k d 

GA ' 'k h k 
ac roa s 

seeking out any stn e rea ers. . , 

One of the caravans found a group of Mexl'can k 
P· 1 Wor ers 

picking the �otton near IX ey. The strikers stopped and set 
up a picket hne, Th� farmer later testified in court that there 
were about 200 stnkers, and t�at a delegation of 30 came 

onto his property to talk to him, They did not know that 

constable Delos Howard had a posse of armed, deputized 

farmers waiting, at the ready. The farmer ordered the strikers 

off the farm, and, according to testimony given later, the 

strikers started to lea�e. Constable Howard came up and 

suggested the farmer Sign tr�spass complaints and have the 

entire g�oup arres.ted; the stnke leader turned and protested 

Boward s suggestIon. A fight started and the pickets rushed 

in to help, but they were met by the posse of armed farmers; 

they turned and fled, Seventeen strikers were arrested and 

transported to the Pixley Justice Court, 
The Pixley Justice Court was not far from the CAWIU 

meeting han. Both buildings faced onto Highway 99, the 

town's main street, The court was housed in an old cafe; the 

union meeting hall was an old two-story brick structure that 

had a storefront downstairs and an abandoned hotel upstairs. 

Across Highway 99 was a large open lot iliat served as a 

rallying point for the union. Just beyond this vacant lot was 

ilie Southern Pacific Railroad freight and passenger station. 

Years later, Delos Howard walked me through the scene, 

explaining that nearly 1 ,000 CAWIU strikers were mobbed lip 

on the big lot in front of the railroad statio?, !foward 
,
an� a 

deputy sheriff had barricaded themselves 1Os1de the Justice 

court to keep the mob from rescuing the 17 arrested st�lk�r�, 

Howard said a worker delegation had come to the ]lIstlte 

court door and demanded ilie prisoners be released,
. 

Ho;var
,
d 

telephoned both the Tulare County Sheri�s Office 10 VIsalia 

and the California Highwav Patrol, askmg for he�p, The 

I I· . the police agencies were 
requests were turned (Own weansi.' 

tied up with strike activities l'lse'
,
\'here, 

The posse that had helped bnng the 17 strikers into the 
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JlI�t iCC court had drin'lI h,1I k nl l l  int o  I h '  " • 1 I I lld d ' I 

( � WIt orgaJlllCrS :1110 I II' , 1 It kl'I' hI ':\ Id , I 
� 1('[0\' . • ,I lO1t 1 I I  C tl 

and tarted (Tathcntlt:: t i l  Illnk,t . Pat ( ' I I ' l t I 1 1  'e  '1 \' I� 
,., , • ' ll'rs ' res 

hIS Tulare offi e. n 1 ('1\ 1 d ,I I'hnlll' ca l l  ""1 1' 11 ' ' I' 
workill ts 

. ' ' l I Ig , ' g i  
situallon III PI\!t'\ \\ .1' .l h1lul , 

t o  hlll\\ l ip. l ie s,�id 
tnl that Ih� 

' J  �lle" th  n thaI thl' 1 1'1' pI \'illknCl' \\ '\S t' IlC ' Y
l
ears lat � • , vIta )1 er 

had It) be ('\1 lro, I Ild you l'ould not let th 
e, that '; 

violelllX' I \, \ I'U it", n . "  e threat �f 
ham} r .  lmp,lllkd In a San Francisco . news h 

raphl r droH I I l'l\lt')' , lit> t'stimated there were P otog. 
\\ ork('r Il11IlIll(! ahout the big lot in front of  the t 

4,00 Or 500 
l.ikl tht 1\\ \\ of',!,mi7ers h e  admired Chambel' 

ra
l
�n station, 

} d ' " 
s c Imbed 

on a ), .Ul t.uted t.tlkmg; l)ullmlT the workel's up 
I 

. , t> 
around h' 

It: launched mlo a ,wbal attack on the syste 
, un, 

di, rt their ttenlion from the I)risoners i n  the 
,m'

t ,
trYIng to 

II d' · 
JUs Ice Court 

I \\ i1: to Istract theIr anger to pull th 
' 

b '  L ' em away f 
m a bon mto some kind of planned demonst t ' B rom 
\\ n t I be TI f 

ra lOn, ut It 
P k:t 0 , ' 1e armer posse had returned to Pixl 

h
: ng thetr car' on the edge of the lot, they listened to :?' 

ngue. e 
( hambe� said that when he saw the farmers drive 

tllIted mO\1n!:! the crowd t IIi th 
up, he 

and nter the CA WIU hall 
' \\� ng em to cross the highway 

me plans. Cham hers r 
'

. 
her� , 

they would begin to make 

mto the hall · the m 
t' ec

h
alled, The minute I said 'let's go h ' ee mIT rok d Igh" a\ . It Was then th'� h 

e up an we started across the 

\\ D ,  Hemmett, one
a 

o� � farm:�s opened fi re , "  
that the armed �oup of f 

e stnke leaders, testified later 
hlnn hall. Just as the fl

armers advanced toward the union 
group r ached the ed e o�<;t mar� of the advancing farmer 
�l1, Ii mmett said, "i

�
told 

�,he highway, opposite the union 

Ill; ��:l:n and chi�dren in t��r�:)�:o shoot into the hall, into 

d 
�rabbed It by the I e shoved the rifle toward 

groul\ >arrel and h 
.. ) 

, s oved it toward the 
u t th n a Me lea f th  pI tol that the 

n ella �rahb(.d th(, ' \\ I'{' tllIl r am  d h
ne t farmer had w nAe, and J grahbed 

un W lie I t  . 

, e 'itart I 
" rt uffilll{1 I h 

ned to get th 
e( Scuffling and 

,., eard h 
e gUll [ " a ot and 1 h ' . . . 'Vh l le] WI' 
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eard DelfilJo Davila 

) Out · 'Bill, nlO, lhey've �ot me: J look around in tl'mc t 
s l ' 

d '  
0 sec 

him fal l . I let go an 010 mto the hllilding," 

Gunfire crashed and exploded, blotting out the screams 

and shouts as workers scram hied into the building. Hemmett 

nd others ran through, and on out the back The fa 
a ' h 

, rmers 

killed Davila and anot er man, Delores Hernandez: th 

wounded eight others, including Mrs, Isabella Ward, '47, � 
Pixley. 

On October 1 1  the strikers called a rally in Visalia, on the 

stepS of the courthouse, to demand murder charges be filed 

against the growers, About 300 showed up to listen to 

Chambers list the dead and wounded and harangue the 

agribusiness establishment, At that time five ranchers had 

been disarmed and arrested. The 17 workers who had 

triggered the episode in Pixley had been moved to the Visalia 

jaiL Eight farmers eve�tua�y stOO? trial and were acquitted, 

Their defense lawyer, III hiS opemng argument, set the tone: 

"The strikers had sent out a call to assemble in Pixley to take 

matters in  their own hands. They formed a veritable army 

and marched on the justice court and defied the majesty and 

sovereignty of the state of California by serving upon it 

insolent demands which the state could not have granted 

without surrendering to the mob . . .  " 

The farmers testified it was someone within the strikers' 

headquarters building who fired the first shot. that the 

farmers were, in  fact still the "posse" legally formed by 

the deputy sheriff, and they only returned the flre once the 

opening shot had been fired. , 

The district attorney, in his closing arguments, tned to 

impress upon the jury that it was the strikers who }ook �lll t�e 

casualties "We must remember two men were killed and at 
, . ' d d ' . 't of rel)orts of 

least eight persons were lI1Jure . .  , an III Spl e 
, :  1 

shots from the strike headquarters how vcry !rttle d,u�l,a�e 

was done to  the fanners on the west side of the Ig -

f 'I " 'S peers voted for 
way , , , "  But the jury 0 agn lt1Smes ' 

acquittal. 
' 

k I I '  , I It the fanners ('ooten· 

Cham hers, whell I as l'l 1I1l1 ,1 KJI 
• h 

lion that tlH' �t rikcrs had �\IJlS, said: "They didn t ave a 
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C11 mill Look, I 'l l  IH' t h. flh( O i l  I '  I Illl-o 1-.' 

, 

( ) COlIc! dr rd\lal " ho 10 an \ H\ I II f's In I I\\' \ toll'I I(" 
1'11111 

r n  J I \ 0" II a�, �Irik('r . , . am h 1�1.�. I \\ h I  \'\' \ ' 1 \ l ah.t'S n stc le.p;\tt �1 dire< lioll I \ ou ld CI Ihld!'1' n i l  up I I I  l )ror·( )( ·Olcrl/'. ir 111 that be )C'Hfing 1 1 1ll( I t  f \ l'rk l l \� pI'opk II I  slaughlc ' 
; \VO\lld a\ 1o d f �ll \l Itn ' ts 111 1  Will "I'" to sland \till

l • he Only .. , no ll)att " ha t h PI n 
' .  Cr Th ott 11 tnh \ Hll t l l llCd 1 1 1 1 1 \ 1  la te October. The s of t )\I� Pi,l. \ ,-.I I I 1l,!' dll'w nat ional at tent ion to the hocl 

• lal<  • lid ft l ml ffh�i;lI, t rit'd to  get both sides to Si:t�lkes, .md t 11 • l ut the {.lfIlIl'r, resisted. Their POsition ��n :pre b\ tht' ''l rl'talY of th e \gricu ltural Council � Ii nUl' 

n paIgn of Illhmidation. finally culminating in bloodshed d nolin!:!. has paralyzcd California agriculture at the height th !un t: t a.;on. For wt't'h past, due to the activities of r dJ and a,gitator in inciting farm lahorers . . . [heavy] G.UIlJ.!:;e h already resulted and millions of dollars in crop Me Ille\ltable if this condition is permitted to continue. Th fanners] have the right to expect that the law Kim", element of labor will purge lahor's house of commu\\h hll\e brought di credit llpon them by this reign of t r , 'Thatl the farmers in some sections have struck ..... , . ... t not a r flection On the farmers so much as a reHection r I ader<; and public Officials whose inability or un", to cope With the situation made i t  necessary for th fann r to protect hImself and his property . . . [With] the tt 0 h.n gettmg underway , . . with 196 000 hales on th all It Dtial offi 'als d 
' , 

th t-,I. CI eal firmly and promptly with '''' ondlhon ,  

ham} r<; I ued a tatement: 
TIt 6ght of th tan. lng cntton k . "-.a .... ··tIOIi '" td PIt er5 IS a fight lIgllin\t ar II r (lWllhon f h '" 11\ not be ml.Jed by (har n t cir union. The . g of COlnmunl  m. , . , 
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'kc the ('hargc of agitator is made hy tho\c ry stn 
[In) eve 

' . terest of the hosses in order to continue . the m . 
servmg 

t' n of workers Ploita 10 ex 
. h rhetoric and anger, the efforts of state and DespIte � .

e
t rs began to have an effect. A fact finding federa� �e ���ested a 75-cent-per- loo-pound compromise, cornrUlSslOn 

Joaquin Valley Agriculture Lahor Burea\l and the �; offer. In a last-ditch effort to estahlish \Inion accept�� t 
CAWIU leaders attempted to drag their feet, hut reCogOltlOn'

d starvi ng farm workers in the Corcoran camp the battere , 
more action CA WlU accepted the 75-cent Id t Ie rate no ' . wou 0 

h d-scrawled sign was nailed to the Corcoran jf and a an 
" a er 

gate' "
THE STRIKE IS OVER. strike camp . 

C H A P T E R  F O U R : C H A V E Z :  T H E  B E G I N N I N G  
. were a qualified success. A r

.
agta� The cotton stnkes of  1933 

f them \lexican IInn11-k rs - many 0 . ,  army o f  18,000 wor e . . riculture _ had stood lip grants recruited into Cahforma
s
ag 

J qlu'n V'lllev ll grihus i-. ff t f the an oa ' , _ . to the combmed e or s 0 
nt-per-lOo-pound 1Il-1 · h t d won a ls-ce . If' . ness estab IS men an . k the sum Ibe was h . verage pIC er 1 th crease in pay. To t e a  

cents more a Jay _ HIt e 
insignificant - it meant 30 to 4S

had roven they could st�lId 
Victory was important. \Vorkers . 

. ke 'ld ing to this hUllted 
fast against vigilante. 

terror tach.l::�
u m;d the stat� Cha��er 

success the Califorlll<l Farm HUll 
C(llll lnittee to IIlvesh�at� , I three-Illun . TheIr of Commerce forme< a 

k commendatIOns. 

the "lahar trouble" ami \Il� �
k
�e 

and lahor distu�banceds t f the stTl C d d finance rt'port: Ninet ' p 'reell () 
I , d  been cause an 

that had t aken place i l l  1 93.3  l<l 
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(IITrell hy . 10 ' ow lor t ltl'  �nh' I II 

d " 

l I pnSI' . 
\merican pro uctlOll, 1 111' , 01 1 \ 1 1 1 1 \  k,' r '  , 0\ �nl 

f d " ' 1 1 l l l i l l I ' IOt'1 ' 
tion 0 a nc\\ ,Ialt'" 11  (' a rl l l  nr" ' l \ l j " ' I I ' 

( lldl" 1 f
' giQI' n' " Inl ) 1 fi ' 0  � 

menacc, Thl' first hapll'r , l l  1 1 11' \SSllt' , t 0 ghl II 1'11)., 
f cd h 1 1 •  1 . HI I'd F Ie I' 

orm III I e Ill i r1J \ I iI',-_ prior I n  t l arnlers cd 
T1 " I l' 1 °3 ' IV 

han'c I ul OIl lC ,I ,I, 1 .I I Hln sll!lwd 'I I I I  t '� 4 Veget Us 

10 al ia" Cnfl)f( Illclll .1t.1'lll'i\'s :lnd ll l :'l'{' 
�I lIal-aid pact 

\able 
" 0 'ISSO ' !,11th 

her, on call h) 1,1 I I" 1 I It' ll in  SlIl)l)rt'SSI' 1 
< " Clation '" 

. r " lg any I b .. ,ell), 
Thl (,,\I ll n!,IIll ZI'I'" 

,
I IHlY\'d mtn till' Imperial V

a Or strife, 
workcr.; h�\ll h.1fn' -lmg th\' H'�l' hbles A 

'k aIley as th 
TI . .l ;- . ' < , . stn e w e 

Ie 1,lleu F, nllt'rs n';lchon "'as swift , p as called 
d f l. • • osses d' , 

('TO \ \I r"er WIth tl'ar-�;lS bombs 87 '"  Ispersed 
_.l d 

" , agItat " 
arre !I'll, an \;g'ilantt' groups Rushed 2 00 ors Were 
and chIldren ul of tht'

� 
strike C'11l1P a ld

' 
b
O men, women 

d I 
< I umed ' . 

",oun . n July of 1934 a big posse raided th S 
It to the 

\\ )rk elIte d I' 
e acram 

.. .. , 
r, operate )' ('AWIU, The ra' 

enlo 
�tat mcluding Pat Chambers The 

Id netted 18 
"llh nmmal )11dicalism ;  eight ev��tual 

�er� all
, charged 

�\1 ted • nd .eoteneed to state priso 6h
s o� tnal, were 

ot f\'ed two years before an 
n .  am ers, and the 

theIr comil'tion and ordered th 
appeals court overturned 

!mshed The \'i�lante tactics had
e::et free, But CA WIU was 

am rdered its unions disband 
ceed�d; the Communist 

e to J!O underground. 
ed and directed its organiz-

Th strike did t r 
' not sto '" . c\\ illiam "Tot 

p, "or dId the fasc ' C 
e: 

Ism. arey 

The \\ i1\ e of 'iolenee la h 1 sw unc ed by th A ept on mto 193;- and 
e ssociated Fanners in 

r ups edJUYlmg one trike aft 19,16 with organized Vigilante 
' I  t a rural 

er another [ 
stallc \\ III de COUntv in Califo ' . . " No] one who 

agg ratio 
ny the rea:1ity of the 

�Ia under these circum-
II to d�nbe th 

error that . 

pra 11 . J udj;! blan 
is state of 

aff, ' eXists, It is no 

ant and hand 
dly deny const't ' 

aIrs as fascism in 
out \'aUT 

• I lIbonal 'nl. 
nod f th ha .., aJl<)' sehtenc wh '  n/o;Hts to defend-

t 
1"\ aSOh I '  

Ich app . 
une th appeal 

. t I usel 
rOXllnatc the 

IS h ard th crop WIll 
� appeal, for hy 

58 
harvested. The 

rkers are trapped, heaten, terrorized yet th 
wo 

ey manage to 

hold out ' . ' 

"'owns like Salinas and Stockton and Made 
� l'k b ' h 

ra were moh! 

I ,  ed on a war 1 e aS1S; t e Associated Farme 
-

lZ C I ' f  ' H ' h 
rs were the 

..,ilitia the a I orma Ig way Patrol - mounted h' 

.. . ' 1 th lry h h 
on w Ite 

lJ'lotorcyc es -, e cava , t  e s :riff s deputies the shock 

troOPs, There IS a strong temptatIOn to detail m f h 
h ' d  ' d 

ore 0 t e 

strikes, but t ere IS anger m welling on the violence· it 

tends to distort the total agricultural scene The st 'k ' 
, 'bl ' 

, n  es were 

the highly VISI e exceptIOns, not the rule, Most of the 

workers were too poor, too hungry, too intimidated, to stand 

up. The work force was, by this time, a tattered blend of 

black, white, and brown families, They moved here, drifted 

there, camping out under th� bridges, agreeing to work for 

the hated labor contractors Just because hOUSing went with 

the job. 
This was the California of Librado and Juana Chavez. 

They had been small landowners in Arizona's north Gila 

River Valley, north and east of Yuma. Half of their quarter 

section (160 acres) was farm land, and they had grown 

vegetables, corn, milo, and alfalfa and kept a few cows to 

milk and horses to pull the plow. But the land did little more 

than feed them,  There were debts and back taxes, As the 

Depression deepened, their financial problems grew worse, 

The second of Librado and Juana Chavez's children was 

Cesar Estrada Chavez, born March 31, 1927, He was IO or 1 1  
when the deputy sheriff came to the old, rambling adobe 

farmhouse. Cesar Chavez recalls, "He had the papers that 

told us we had to leave, or go to jail. My mother came out of 

the house crying, we children knew there was trouhle, but we 

were confused, worried. For two or three days the deputy 

came back. every day , . . and we had to leave." 

They loaded the family car, taking what th�y c?,
uld, 

leaVing behind most of what tht' falllil)' h:ld acqUIred. �� 
had these corrals, the ' were Inatle of nllls and those ral S 

were om swings. that was where we would play, after we had 

walt'red the horsf's rUlll cow . We \ods did that, that Wa! our 
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Job. to water and f('(�d t il(' , 1 ( 1ck I l  f' .J 1 I. 
• t' 01"1' 

traclor came al1l1 t arl( <I " Ih)t' k l l l "  I \\ 1' I f 
(nJ�hed mC, 1 riJ(in'l  r( ;l l h' k l h )\\ � ,ll ' lnt

\\ 1 l t lWsl' (,{(') ,t . the l .  
I r ' ' "" Is I 1 1" \1 II 

From ) uma, I )('  1,1Il1 1 h  t' l lh't'd I hc ( '  I " 
lapPen" S, 'l'h � 

I d 1 ' ,0 or'lt! I llIg at 
nort I an \ ( ,t ('(',,1 l \,-! \\ t ll"k rhl" \\ ' " • () {ive , ' ,  .. 
no\\ . a part f t h "t. 1 11X" pf " r  I t ll �,HTIP('nlliless I , �lriVi� 
I. , h f: ' " Ie I Illig g "I\e\\ \ II 11 t t: .lIl IIS,  I he\ stopped ' 

on y WOtl/an� 
Impcnal \ II , . t "hI' \ ,IIToh, " The 

. . " 
1 11 Brawley , they 

,I . I l .1 1 1  ots Ur I , 111 th 
jl ma :tulle t I t t urn,

. 
lip t he t'arth, ex' 

� 1arVeste e \\ orke . \l Ill ,., ram.1 1\\ l ilt'. til' l ip the carrorO�l l1g the � by 
plll lhl'm in III inl'r, ttl he Inllll,{J te f 

S 111 bUllcl1 
oat, 

'd 
• .I On 0 th  fi es a d \\ ('1'( I u rdlll!! to Ihe l l l l l l lber of h I

e eld. Fam'In <fa line l es the ' l ies , . .  Y hed each F uuh . \\ arkl ll!! in the carrots £.. • • 
h 

hJ\ d " W ' ' Ill!  nls thei Z , e used to have to hn)' th ffl r OWn rafll 
t It h me nd _I. ' 

e ra a 0 th a, 

Id I •  o,u\ It overnight so th n e job U sP It It three way' TI 
' . . e next morn ' , 

\\ t'  wouldn't haw' t 
l ' s: ' lat way it would go fu thIng We 

\\ I f ' 0 )U) so m uch . 0 k 
r er and tJu amily .  could make ill a day? '1\' dY 

Ill
l now what the 11., \\ ent n"ht 0 h I " 

0 ar  rna b 
th \ k . o .  t was bad I d ' k ' Y e $2 if 

F 
\ or ers from revolting ,: on t now what kept 

rom the carr t fi 1 
L ' " 

north d
o e ds near Brawl . } 

\ t'f.eta�� we�, toward the Pacific 
6' t Ie fam ily migrated 

loa .m ,xnard and moved n 
cean .  They harvested 

han q:r � alley. driVing 200 �� and east, up into the 
ntra(tQr who 

r���There, they \\�e�� !� reackh
f

the grape 
\\ k. taIled th them in an Id 

wor or a labor 
('Q t em wh h 0 camp and k b n rae tor told the Ch 

en t ey asked f .
' wee y 

th farm r aid aVez fami! h 
or  theIr pay. The 

a n th P('Qnt
� lm, but, one m; : wOll ld pay them when 

left d ilute actor simplv d' .fIllng. near the end of the 
In  th ' 

. lsappeare I Th e late fall ( . e fam ily was 
prU\ Id an\ • Colton Wa h 
\\ tJI . Work at all , and t 

t � only ero ) 
through \\ Joaqutn VailI' 

�en It Would 
hI Idt that could 

thl h tnt r 15  (lQI) t Y S Inajl)r 
e Ilwager. Cotton 

an it Th 0 20 0< (: rop d rk (: )�I first Plckm' K) m .. grant" (� an , frolll fall 
d pull 10() to 

g prrJVJded 
" t l ld keel) al i,·!, in 400 po gfJrXI :. t inct a d 

1I10llev I f I hI' 
eo 

av o h I.He· b toher 

the families were in the second picking and b N 
when the Chavez family had scraped up enollih 

ovemher. 

to drive into Mendota, there was little left b t 
g
l 
as �oney 

, . h 
u c eanmg up 

the cotton remammg on t e stalks and on the d 
k ' h d Id 

groun A 
fami1�, wor mg ar , cou make just enough to get thro� h 
the wlOter. 

g 

It was in the cotton camp, near Mendota that th . 
k h Id f ' e migrant 

life began to ta e 0 0 the Chavez family . Cesar Ch . 
d "W Id ' 1 . 

. avez 
recalle , e cou n t p ay m these camps like we did on the 
ranch. W� had been poor then, but we had a big adobe ranch 
house, With lots and lots of space. We (his brother Richard 
his cousin Manuel, and Cesar 1 had a special place we wo lei 
play, by this tree that was our own. And when we built thi�gs _ playhouses, bridges, barns - we could come back the 
next day and they would be there . . ." 

"Home" in a migrant cotton camp was a 15-bY-15 
tarpaper-and-wood cabin set flat on the ground; row upon 
roW of these cabins formed camp "streets." The cabins were 
furnished with a single electrical outlet, dropped from the 
bare ridgepole. Life in these camps was miserable, especially 
in the dead of winter, when there wasn't enough food, when 
the camp streets were rutted quagmires; when the rainwater 
formed great shallow ponds around the communal water 

faucets and outhouses. In  many of these camps there was a 

"company store" run by either the labor contractor or the 
farm owners. The workers lived on credit, and worked when 
they could. 

It wasn't just the physical setting, or the skimpy life so 
much as that life had no consistency, no pemlanent features, 
no continuity. The Chavez family lived here for a whil�, 

there for a while. establishing a base in Brawley, another, III 

San Jose, and another, finally. in Delano. but always movmg 
on. 

Chavez recalls: " 1  hitterh' missed the ranch. Maybe that is 
when the rehellion startl'll. �onll' had been bom into the 

migrant stream. Bllt we had been on the land, an? 1 knew a 

different wa ' 01 lift' . We were poor. but we had hberty. The 

migrant is poor. lind he has no freedom." 
61 



V
,
ilh th� l�ligrM�{.) ("11111' , 

I hI' . .  1 1'I' l i ng., 01 " 
(Ihnt( prCjllclH c. ( .1\(1\'1'7. ',l id .  I " I  i l l  kt'l �t ol lO\)lie 
\\hcnev('r I go through .1 d\llll , I I' 1 1('('1 I I I  I It' pr('J' , 1�lld 

lC r " 
, 1 ( 1 

when I kno\\ t hen I' nn pl l'j l ldil'(' i l l  I h" I'" 
tJt'C'ted ce; " " . . " ) eVe 

When the flllluh " .h 1 1 \  1 I l� I ln I Ill' {, ' n 
. • 

, , ' ann tl 
shl ltered from th l  , rl III I h1 l 1�, Chan'z rce' I I  

ley \\Ie 
f ., I .l s th re 

,'un the aIm ' \\ .1 ()l\ I W J'( 1;ld. t ht', \\ ere ' B e second 
J 

II) rawl 
\\ a I I  or J ('\ I I Il.ltc\ and plan's fade into ey, l1e 
pattem� of 1l1 1!!r.lIH·\ and ,}mung shoes for extra m�

e larger 
poliee \\ \lId n )1 It'! tht' \ k\ican shoeshine b �ey. The 
.\\ hll <;jdl f t \\ n. , . 

oys Into the 
"I \\ s1UIlIllt! ,hlX'S ,md sel l in cr papers 0 S 

Id 
1:> ' n und 

\\011 g I � In e;lrh so \\ t.' could get on th 
ay \\Ie 

shlllt: h . \\11en we finished. we would giv 
e street and 

kl t th 
_
hil� e e man who 0\\11ed a store.

e;� se�:shine I f r I \\ hen we went over into the A I . p the 
to\\ n. 

ng 0 sIde of 
"" e \\ ent thi' one time to a diner it had a . d r 'Wlute Trade Onl\" but we wen't . SIgn on the 

heard they had these bi hamhur er 
In anyway. We had 

Th re was a blonde bI
g 

d � I 
s, and we wanted one, 

beau� . 
. ue-eye gu behind the counter, a 

. he ked what we wanted and \\ hen we ordered h b 
- real tough you know? -

to te lean ' and h t �m urger, she said, 'We don't sell 
domg that. laughing

e 
a:ug e�

v 
when she said i t ,  She enjoyed 

mad nraged. It had to 
��. 

w' � went out, but I was really 
Relating the incident t ' It my manhood. " 

famil� had been drivi 
�ggered other memories. Once the 

Joaqmn "alley' we:;g '
d

rough a remote corner of the San 
nothmg b t b 

SI e. For mil  . 
,u rown hills and fl d 

es on end there was 
to Devil D at, ry d ' 
it ho d 

en, a crossroads int 
ese,rt. When they came 

\\ nt �n:; th 
a cafe, they stopped 

��:echon,. with a service 

""11 e cafe to refill a th gasolme and Librado Itl' Trade Onl '" 
ermos of c ffi . 

him lit he tri Y Ign. When th , 0 ee, Ignoring the 

lhffln bUI sh
ed !� e��ain all he 

:
a
��nter girl ordered 

d "It ha 
ed, 

n 
Get �Jt ." 

Wa .. to re fil l  h is 
ppe ed agam in Bait 82 ' ersfield. ahol l t  t he 

way. And what really hllTts most of all is to ' , safllC . d l 'k th' t " 
. see someone 

1 ve reJecte I c a . 
yOl! �he Chavez family moved through the harvest' , 

1"5 th S V 11 ' s, rangmu 

f r north as e acramento a ey and a� far so th . h
I-> 

as a 1 h 1 d h . \I as t e 

I erial Val ey, t ey earne t elr only weapon w ' th . 
fllP . ' thh Id th ' 1 h 

as elr 

b'l'ty to qUlt, to WI 0 elf a or. Like mo<t . a I I d ' f 
., migrants 

th Y Participate III scores 0 small strikes. The wo k
· ' . 

e d 'd 1 f '1 ' r ers -

either as in iVI ua ami JeS or as an entire crew - would ask 

for higher wages. If t�ey were rejected they would quit in 

ger stalking off the Job. 
an Ch�vez said of his father, "He would walk off wheneve h 

heard the word huelga (s�rik�] .  He was strong on the ide� o� 
unions, even thoug�, he dldn t know what a union was." 

Cesar recalled, We were in Sacramento once, in the 

tomatoes. It was one of the best seasons we had ever had but 

the foreman gave this young guy hell for complaining ab�ut a 
mix-UP in the box count. They had not given him credit for 
picking as many boxes as he thought he had, so he quit. 
Walked out. And we walked out with him. 

"We felt good. Lose a day's pay, or two, but we felt we 

had kept something that belonged to us . . .  our dignity. 

After we had learned the tricks we would not stand for any 

shit from anyone. We tried a lot of jobs. The worst crop was 

the olives; the olives are so small you can never fill the 

bucket. 
"The worst crop for pressure, for selective picking. is the 

table grape. Unless you have a lot of skill. you feel the 

pressure. Picking apricots can be the same thing." 

Cesar stopped talking for a second, Characteristical�y he 

speaks in phrases and thought patterns frequently mter

rupted by a new train of thought. H�s mil�d seems to, be 

working both out in front of what he IS Sa)lng and hehmd, 

checking, weighing what he has said. . h 
"0 h 

. , t Il' "e" the worst IS t (' 
00 . No,  The worst crop IS no 0 " ,  . . .  

k I I " 1 J t " the farlllly was 
Wor of the short-hamllel lOt'. n 9· - , . 

k. I I  1 h . l)ent dOllhle tlllnlllng 
Wor mg with thest' short-ham ('( (lCS, ' th 

J 8 cents an hOllr, e 

cantalol l l)c,  Tlw childrell were pal . 

, k ' fS 'II the tJlne were 
parents 1 2  n' n ts . Cpnstl11ctlOll \\ Or e ' 
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makinr: thrcc or (mil  . I I II H'� I ha l  wag('. Thcre 

\I'orker� in the Ch,IH'7. lamih I he parents, Hit. 
wcre fiv 

I "  and Richard. I t .  rill' 1 \\ 11 YIl\ lI Igl'r c hi ldr('Il Va,. lk7, Cesare 
,), 

\. , 1(" ' I 

L.cnnic, 0, ,101: cd I II Ihe Cll. Just thinking ab I, 8, and 
hack,hrl',lklllf! lII�iigllil) '  .�ll t h(' hoe with the 1 8_inch

Ottt the 
makes ChaH'z IlIllll': \\ hen I see crews bent d

handle 

\I orkm<T Ihl" l' f!llddallln hoes . . . I get mad Th 
ouble 

,., ' .  . ere ' , 
need fllr '"l h l'rut'lt, . I never want to see that agai IS no 

I ' I . " 
n, not u 

I can do " omt't ling .1 l(lllt It .  nti! 

. \, the l'hawL family traveled, Mrs.  Chavez tried 
ht'T I hildTt'n in school as much as possible. By U:� k�ep 
eha, ez h,ld dropped out in tlle 8th grade he had att d 

bme 
III ll\ hools he can never give an accurate co �n 

S
ed So 

tim�'� he recalls 30. sometimes 40; the number vari�� �iJ:me. 
tellmg a� Cha" ez relates his educational background ;he 
cia, rool�ls looked. ilie same; the teachers seldom took 

� 
.
he 

of �H> mlgI'an.t ch��dren passing through. 
obee 

l hayez saTd, I think iliat was the worst not . 
noticed. The schools treated you like yo d'd " . bemg 
rndifference was incredible Wh 

u I � t eXIst. Their 
ilie fir-t time ilie " 

. en you went mto school for 
iliey should put �:c

nIPg
al
ht

a�d
f
a teacher would discuss where 

lik " Ill rant of you I t  d 'e you weren't import t 
. rna e you feel 

"Th 
an . 

en iliev wouldn't I would make )',OU run I 
et you talk Spanish. I n  P.E. they 

k aps around the t k 'f h speU 'mg Spanish or a teach ' 
1 rac I t ey caught you 

write ' I  won't speak Sp .eh
r ,Ill a c assroom would make you 

be ams on ili b d remem r once a teacher hun . e oar 300 times, or I 
cl�\\'II, 1 speak Spanish: 

.. g a sign on you that said ' I  am a 
n ilie fall of 1943 th Ch 

�I.
r
cknl

o County raisi� ha�est 
a

n
vez f

B
a�ily moved into the 

e a tra)' fe ' " ear lola Th 
t Jr cuttmg and ' . 

. e pay was a 
ra) to dry in th spreadmg th 

Ce
' 

, 

' k 
' 

e IOO-degree S e grapes on paper 
r, \\or 'mg ' . eptembe 

They \\ ould wo�� a team, Would start in 
r �un .

. Richard and 
\I Quid top for a Ii 

at top speed unti! 
8. t e Villes at dawn. 

hard a tha\' I
t dUe hreakfast. then I . . 3ko A ,M.,  when they 

1 •.• _ ' COu until lac · . 
utX'Ulllc fi�rca tli Ii early aftenl( 

again,  working as , e t It'k I Ion wh h , ooS(" earth I ' en t c heat 11Irned th . 64 
('II fe!'t, Hy 

, 1 afternoon thcy cOI I�d mak: 200 to 250 trays each, and 
ea: Y were proud of thc $20 to $25 a day they contrihllted to 
th Y

f roily income. 
th�; Chavez family returned to Delano that winter and 

bl�shed a home there. He said, "We had a hOllse on esta I th S Th 
. 

Ellington and 8 treet. ere was no development there 

then, to speak o�, and the town. itself had maybe 2,500 

eople. It was a wlde-�pen town With a red-light district with 
�aybe 20 houses . . . 

lIe said the whorehouses attracted the servicemen and 

truck drivers off Highway 99· �e t�ckers used to park their 

big rigs in front of the Chav�z s dnveway while they went 
acroSs the street to get a qIDck bounce in  a squeaky bed. 
When the truckers ignored the family protests, Cesar went to 

the Mexican Society - a group of older men who had been 

in the Mexican revolution - and asked them to do some-
iliing. 

The old revolutionaries told Cesar to go home, that he was 

too young to do anything, and besides, the whorehouses were 
legal, they were a part of the government in Delano. Young 
Chavez didn't like the answer, but he could think of nothing 
else to do, A few nights later he went to the movies in a 
downtown theater. The audience was segregated. The Anglos 

sat on one side of  the main aisle, the Mexicans on the other. 

"I really hadn't thought much about what I was going to 

do but I had to do something. We were supposed to sit on the 

south side. I moved over to the north side. but this usherette 

wouldn't let me sit down. 
"I told her, 'Don't touch me, I got a ticket.' and I sat down.  

She called the assistant manager and he came down. He was 

hostile and h e  told to get up, or he would break �y arms, 

When I didn't move he called the manager and he raIsed hell. 

It was dark inside and all these people were turning around, 

looking to see what was happening." . 
Finally the police were called: Th:y came Ill , and when 

Chavez refused to move, they pned hiS hand,S loose from t
,
he 

armrests and dragged him out. They took h1lll , to
 the police 

station. Cesar's friends ill tilt' theater ('aIled hiS father, The 
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} ,  1. It )'O\1ncT Chan'? Inr ;1 1 11111 1 :I l l  hnl 1 l  1 1" po 1('(' "Cf t-
1 

• ,t 11 '" ' I ,  t to ":IlISt' an) nH'H' I mllh t' IIlld I l I l\wd hil ll l kal l1ed 11111 no , . 
. I I 1 )ac I ·  f· tllcr AnITt'rt'd :Hld I ng l l t'lWt 1\ t Ill' confl' oVer to 11, .1 • "" 

, I l ' onhl' Ill' wanted to tll!..I' ,milt' !.. I \ ld III :ga 
.
'1l'� llln. hut he did 

1011, 
I, I 1\" II" kilt''' IlIl b" , I'r,. I I\(' l Ilt'ldl'1l1 was pt t 110t 
"noW j( • \. I aSide hut 110t forgot 1\'11. ' .  ' 

Thc hllmiliation,  .Ul!!I'I'. aud tmstr.lhon of being Powerl 
nwlt' dl cll 1I11l'rc ,il)lI,> Iltl t 'haYl'z. He was and still e�s 
.\fcxwon III Ihl' t .lhhlrllli1 1I1 1gmnt farn� worker sense of th

IS 
word; Ihi �IC'I" .IIHlt':' " as the onl) th�ng h� knew from th: 
liml' the fanllh " ;1,  displaced from theIr Anzona farm u t 'l ht' iomcd tllt' \.1\\ ,  111 19-14· When Cesar reported for b: ,I 
training 111 : 11 DIego he had just turned 17, and had ne:1C been aWl!) frum hIS family; for him the prejudices were de:r 
cut bro\\1l \'.:. white. but in boot camp in San Diego, h r 
di \'ered prejudices had other dimensions. e 

"I w thi' white kid fighting, because someone had called him Pollock and I found out he was Polish and he hated that word Polloc�, He fought every time he heard it .  I began to learn mething, that others suffered, too," Chavez said. ,Cha\'ez served in �e, South Pacific, at the tag end of World � ar II. � CoXS�\'� s, apprentice he worked on the small ats, f�lng ship s , pilots in and out of the harbor. He ���
,�t 

O�.c� or hnce we picked up fliers who went down 
on the 

beaer'
h .e was tr:msferred to Guam, where he worked C , m a pamt sho . h ak ' third-class painte ' tin p. e was t mg tests for a 

After hi< disch�rg:� �
.
;\'he? he was discharged in 1946. 

ju t as SOOn as I got ba�k 
I �hhiked to Delano: "I tried a job 

Ranch . . . it was a big v� ��t out to the Good Morning 
. .  , ooh m) Cod, it Was a:�t e far.m, I went to cut celery 
keep up with the crew I ' I left III two hours. I couldn't 
It ��'as animal like. ' " was soft. I quit about 10:30 . . .  J \\ cnt home and I stayed I tho ", 20 [D' ha 

. rememh o.J-- • ISC rged CQrv ' er We were getting \\ c ks I 
,"- Icemen g t $ unemp oyment insurance I 'A � 20 a week for 52 �l tlld r ted. But finally I gr t 

n I just took in the \ In the house Was workin�. �:)��� hf'cause every-nt ba('k to work 66 

I think it  was in the cotton . . . cold . , . oooh it was 

�old," 
his own admission Chavez was never more than an Bfa e cotton picker (he could pull 300 to 350 pOllnds a day, 

ave � g a few clods and gourds thrown in for extra wei(1ht) countID d d h f ' 1 . h ' k 1:> '  
ut cotton provi e t e am i y Wit wmter wor . During, the b 

940S they needed every cent they could scrape together late 1 se the work patterns in the San Joaquin Valley were becau 11 E h . d 
h ging drastica y. ac spnng an summer there were c an and more workers in the orchards, Vineyards, and fields, more , . ld k 11 d fi '  , 

. , 
h re 10 famIlies cou wor a ay nIshmg out a block of w
e:ches, there would be 20 to 30 families and the work 

�ould be completed by noon. Sometimes, when they pulled 
u to a farm, they were told there was no work at all, but out 
it the field they would see large crews of single men 
Braceros. 

The Braceros - the word means "arm" or strong arm -
were Mexican-national contract workers, imported under 
special treaty with Mexico, to work for specific periods i n  
specific "labor-short" crops. The Braceros, first used during 
the World War II labor-short years, were becoming the 
"ideal" farm labor force; they replaced the troublesome 
"Okies" who were off in the defense plants building bombers 
or tanks. These rural Mexican men, coming from the poorest 
of circumstances, living in farmer-operated camps, depend
ent upon farmers for food and transportation, were totally 
subservient. They could not rebel, and when the work was 
over they were shipped back to M��co. Any B�acero �h� 
protested working or living condi�ons had hIS contract 
terminated and he was swiftly repatnated, 

The farmers in Texas and California liked the Bracero 

h that by 1945 they were ordenng 5°,O()/) program so muc 
th b had reached 

contract workers. Ten years later e nll:;;
d 

er 
t include the 

300 000 Braceros a year, and this number no h . k t ' 
fl d'  g into the fann la or mar e . 

illegal aliens who were 00 111, 
th ' also attracted tens 

As the farmers r�cnIited �he
, 
Bracl'��:;ns 

elro� the villages all 
of thousands of lI11povensht d ��e, Id ot get on the Bracero 
over nua1 Mexico. Those who (ou n 
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hst� paid SJl1 l 1.!!.t:ler� 10 h(,lp t hl'lll ,hI' I ll l Ol ln l  t l  
J 94� thr 1 S Bordt'r Pll l l tll  (" Ip lmt'd (1l). 1 l( l

· 
.... 1 1  1 ' 1 1 11.' hOl'del, oJ I 1 

• I I'g' d ' 1 
the Pniled fall" , . ' I It' , (' I l l , l l ld for 111'(/ " ' " nliClls , II , I I I I 

I ( l OS , III 
Ill llnher' of IlIt·ga , 1('11' ,I 'll 1 1" 1' ; l\ I q r:: . ) t i l  f l OSe t l ... .. . 

\ I"",) f..' arnl 
' le 

importing 200,0! ) l'IllI', n .\ l l lh) t hl' fann ing' st. t el'S we I ' , . ,} es te 
Bordrr ratm \\ ii' t\lpltlll l l!! S(IO.oon i 1 kg' l l  '1 1 ' , and th " , lens e 
thrITI fann \I r�l'r'. ' tnost of 

, 'ul1l('n .llh th, Emct n', Wl'rl' ncw'r morc t l1 
of Ihe lotal \I orl f )1\'1'. in  C,1!Jforni:l and Texas a�I��eminority 
the h,m e 1 . t'a, n. (lilt' \\'orker I II three was a peak of 
\lC\lc.an nail Il il. but tim statistic did not 

Contract 
' h  I mea SUr h IIllpa t i t l' !!fiI1Il lad on farm labor. Braceros do ,e t e 

Illt' c p h�t' tomatoes. The local tomato pickers t
�mated 

to �\ rk In oth:'r crops. like grapes, where ther 
en had alre d, t n ugh workers. \, Ith more tllan eno h 
e Were 

grape f,mner h,ld no reason to increase h is a 
u�

c 
�orkers the 

to the \1 lOll' ,cIe la)' in tIle fa 
p 

,y b� e. The key " il ' ;' rmers a I1it t pre\ Ing \\ age, so lo\\' local workers would 
y 0 set ('rop thl produced the "labor short " 

not work the 
the cr p for Braceros and ' t  d 

age needed to certify 
oth r crop_ that had'a chiil ' Pro �Iced a surplus of workers in 
<;tm ture. mg e ect on the total farm wage 
, The effect of this could lainl b \ alIe\ . Along the we<;t 'd p f 

Y e seen in the San Joaquin � Ounh the laJ'I!e row-:;o; �a 
the valley and down into Kern len and dunna th I rms used most of the M . \\ d :> e ate 194 ' th eXlCan 

tllne \
: e \\ � So to 0.) cents �n 

(�sour 
e prevailing wage on the 

thr . t 
� do�ar, and many of th 

, The state average at the 
to attnl('t 

\\��k the valley w�re offe� sm�!1 family farms along 
of li\1n \\ en; away from the ' 

ng a dollar and a dime" ellt up d f C:°'l)orat f sa "<'d tI I 
an ann h, e arms. As the cost ... . Ie o<:al w k "ages r ' 

In the fall of 
or 'er<; hC{'ame a 

emallled the same or Delano tTran.> h
l947 - as the Ch. 

n�ry and rehellious 
' 

..,. I" arve t • avez f- ' I  . 
1\ rken; near ArvlO - the DiGio; ,ami y moved into the qluli.:h , 1 , 1 00 wl)rke

went out on st��) Fruit Corporation 
l! lit -all -hour pa� 

� ,�lI thi\ big ra;\ The IlP.WS spread 
III nh \ ;teO! and fl t, for gIievan c had a\ked for a , Or re ' t (. pr (ognlt ior1 f O<:eduft·s for a f) th ' ' 

68 elf u nioll, the 

National Farm Lal�or Union. The NFLU was an affiliat� of the 

American FederatIOn of �ahor, and from the ontset other 

members of the �ederatlOn hegan to Support the farm 

orkers' strike With money, clothing, and food. Urhan 
:hurchmen and liherals too� u? the workers' calise, vohm

teering time, money, and supplies. 
The muscle and guns of the Kern County Sheriff's Office 

moved onto the DiGiorgio property to protect agrihusiness 
from the rabble, b�t there was relatively little violence. 
DiGiorgio was workmg 130 Braceros, and when they walked 
out with the strikers, sheriff's deputies and federal officials 
talked them into going back to work - a violation of the 
u.s,-Mexico treaty agreement.  Braceros could not be used to 
break strikes. The union protested the Braceros were working 
illegally and they were finally removed, but not until 
DiGiorgio had successfully recruited other strikebreakers 
from as far away as Texas. The farm was also using illegal 
aliens. Goaded by NFLU reports, the U.S. Immigration Service 
raided the DiGiorgio properties 19 times in 1948 and 1949. 

netting 315 illegal aliens at work. 
While most of NFLU'S attention was focused on DiGiorgio. 

the union's chief officers, Hank Hasiwar and Ernesto Galarza. 
put organizers in other crops in other areas; and Galarza 
began his personal crusade against the Bracero program, 

In the fall of 1949 the San Joaquin Valley Agriculture 
Labor Bureau set the cotton-picking rate at $2·50 a hundred. 
down 50 cents from the previous season, The NFLU capital
ized on the anger this move generated among the cotton 
pickers, calling a general cotton strike throughout the San 
Joaquin Valley. The workers - many of them veterans of 
1933 - responded, and strike camps were set up throughout 
the valley. It was in this strike that Cesar Chavez got hiS first 
taste of a major farm labor strike. 

Chavez's role in the last major San Joaquin Valley cotton 
strike was small, and, characteristically. while he re�'alls the 
events. he does not remember the date. "�ly participation 
was very nil. you know. 1 think it [the strike) was in J 946 or 

1 947 . . . .  The strikes were ill the cotton 111 Kern. Tulare. 
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k lOg�, and ) Ihink in F�I" lIn 1 (\(1 • .  a I i l l k hi( 

100 mavh . ,Ve " cn' I'h \.. l \ l!.! (,( l l l nl l  I I I  I\.t'rn (" 
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• 1 � " I ' , 
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)
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HCe OlltSi lY '. le S., C e 
Iracks . . , 

' "n ta Fe 
(,( sar '\i ' dC' 1'l1b\J\� I h(' plan' as each detail 

hi mllld. 1 ut 11(' uhl lhlt Il'call the nal l ll' of th 
POePed huo 

,dill  I I kno" thl \ ,11 11'\ " el l . I l'ollldn 't l)lacc 
�
t 

p 
.
ace, and 

.. I I 
. 

I · I 
I elthe ' 

w('nt on, . . . t I . t It'ft' , a  Itt e school t here r. lIe 
Pond. That' It. 1 l\Id l ust across the t rack you

'
k

' . ah . . . ' now h 
. 

th l' nd ,t IT I' . oJ..'l) . "'e saw this ht  
w ere 

lrikef :mJ . . . I thought the whole world wa�
g
� 

caravan 

must h,1\ l I n pmbably a couple hundred cars 
er

� 
. . . 

And thl'\ h d. well. the strike was on and 
y� now? 

loud pe elS • • •  and we joined immediately 
ey had 

pIe j inoo the strike. We caravaned with 
th most of the 

" mmd up in �orcoran, ahout four in the after 
em, and We 

"Th noon. ere " as a rally. In a big. open field. We fel ood The stnke went on. We caravaned abo t . t pretty 
da, m )  be. more or less. The whole family F�n:; 

or se
h
ven 

" er no trike benefits or anyth. . y - t ere 
n) _ but after a few 'davs we 

m�, we were not asking for 
m mother, and the rest of 

rna e �n agreement:  My dad, 
grclpes, and I would stay WI·th 

th
th

e fa�
lk
lly would go into the 

"\\' h d ' e stn e e a ao old Mod I :\ . . . 
Th ave me the hette

e , Ford and they took that to work 
tw I r car and I went f th 

. 
o ot of people Wer th ' 

or ano er week or 
I gao to leave. But I �a ' e�

re 10 the heginning, but they 

h
methlOg. but no one told there, and I wanted to do 

t r \\ a  no . .. H . me what to do k 
aJ . . . IS VOICe t . '1 d 

' you now . . . 
\ r. tlf\le<; Ce ral e off 

In th stnk I sar �tarted to say th . 
d L 

• Jut he Could n t I '. • ere Was no leadership 
n U(..'<i the 0 mng h '  I f  1 car caravaning \Inse to criticize . He 

o - alld th aft - a tact' . I f 
\ n da 

emoon rallie 
.. � e t over from the , JU t a meeti . I ne rt' 

\ d \ I pt.>d t h 
ng

, you know Was a meeting 

th I Jt t 1 th 
� \ 

\\ 
meetings, h\l� I 

O:�l' very good stuff 
I ut urn \I  :' H· \'o�nt d to h lp. I d id�.nted to do more 

unlanly Work d t k l low anvth ing 
In th  ' k ' 70 

e 'itn e call1p. 

ering dusty st
reets, sweeping out the headquarters. He 

wat lIed "In those days I was pretty quiet and reserved . I 
reca ' . 

d " 
, so 

so't notice . 
wa'fhe strike lasted a litt�e �ore th�n two weeks. Then, with 

the help of the �tate mediation service, the NFLU succeeded in 

eUing the Agnculture Labor Bureau to reverse its decision. 

�he picking rate was set back at $3 a hundred pounds. The 

otton pickers went back to work. Chavez drove hack to 
�e1ano, to join his family in.the grape harvest. But the whole 

experience ?ad been unsatIsfactory, u�sett�ing. The strikes, 

the picket hnes a�d carav�ns, the.meetmgs 10 the afternoons, 

all had whetted hiS appetIte, but It had been so disorganized. 

fie wanted to learn how to avoid the mistakes he felt the 

NFLU had made, but there was no one to help him. 
Two months later, when a special subcommittee of the 

flo use of Representatives' Education and Labor Committee 

announced it would hold hearings to investigate the DiGior

gio strike,  Chavez was again pulled away from work by the 

desire to learn. The hearings, held in the posh Bakersfield 

Inn, 30 miles south of Delano, on November 12th and 13th, 

had been arranged by Kern County's Congressman, Thomas 

H. Werdel, at the behest of the agribUSiness community. 

The special investigating subcommittee was chaired by 

Congressman Cleveland Bailey, of West Virginia; the other 

members were Congressmen Leonard Irving of Missouri, 

Tom Steed of Oklahoma, Thruston Ballard Morton of 

Kentucky, and Richard Milhouse Nixon of California: �ixo�, 

a freshman legislator, carried the ball for the. DIGJOr�JO 

interests; the game plan was simple - put the umon on tn�l. 

The leadoff witness was H. L. Mitchell, the controverSial 

preSident of the NFLU. The National Farm Labor Union �as 

an outgrowth of the Southern Ten�nt Fan.ne.rs
. 

�mon, 

organized by Mitchell and other old-tune socIalists I\l the 

middle 1930s, in the Mississippi River Delta. 

World War I I  pushed the STFl into the backgroun�l, bllt 

after the war Mitchell be�an rebuilding the UnIon I� .
the 

South. He flirted hrieflv with the CIO, then tumed to Wllham
d . - f · port Green waS attracte 

Grt'cn, president of tIll' FL, or �t1p . 
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a of l(ern thl' north 1H.'.lr Delano, and two large fm 't 
30 miles to Iml£', further no�h, in the Sacramento Valle

l 

, ��
hards 300 

tlOn is 'f! \\ ere hsted at $19 million and its ;o 
e corpora, 

1 nulh n. �htrh:ll testified the com 
�

n 
ss re,venues at 

nulh n bo e' of fnut. and 500 000 cart 
p Yf shipped 10 

, ar. 
, OIlS 0 vegetables a 

eh
; �hlchell completed his testimony, Nixon began his 

In mUT statement, YOU spoke of 
an abon, \\ill you 

'
please tell th 

cases o� malnutrition and 
� on DiGiorgio ranch 'ou W e c�mmlttee what specific 
at this point . . , are 

th Y ould like to put in the record ere many on DiGiorgio? 
, '-htchell had no spe 'fi . . n;on - as if impressin 

CI c cases on DiGiorgio property 
Iigh��) different fonn th�e 

a Jury � repeated the question i� 
��e�r that Mitchell was n:t 

m
t 

or
t
�
fyi

t�mes to make i t  "perfectly 
lJt'en COmmitted es I ng th 
union ",'t 

on DiGiorgio's 
ese or other sins had 

" n  w sacred d 
their allegation 

ere called to testify �roun , As 
,
other 

poor " a  es o� poor housin ' Nixon zeroed III on 

than an,70the:r
tabhshing that Di<3 'I'oPOr ?r working conditions, 

, " corp<>r t » glo wa ' d d Dunng the h 
' a e employer S III ee no worse 

R F h eanng AsSOc' , 
. melS('r testifi d, tated Farm ' e , ers past president 

R ardl fun of the aHiliati n are natur.tlh On of the NFt.u ' , USpICloUs of th With the A n  the e intentl( 
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72 
m of a I Inion 

d d by H. L, Mitchell , , , formerly a member of the 
hea e f th 

tive committee 0 e Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
execu , 

' 

of the CIO and accordmg to �ages 67? :� 682 of the 1938 

rt of the House Un-Amencan Acttvlties Committee an 
repo , 

• 

Ciate in that work With Donald Henderson who is 
aSso , 

orted as a known communIst, and former professor of 
rep C 1 b' U ' , 

ornics at 0 urn la nIVerslty " , 
eCon ' . 

, ' and when Hank HaSlwar [NFLU S western director] is 

kn�wn to have studied economics at Columbia University 

while Henderson was teaching there, , , , 

The NFLU had been cleared both by an investigator from 

the House Un-American Activities Committee - a commit

tee that Nixon was then serving on - and by a state joint 

fact-finding committee. Earlier in the hearings this fact was 

pointed out, an? even Nixon -
, 

the man wh.o was making his 

reputation rootmg out the eVils of commumsm - was aware 

"there was no finding of Communist control involved in this 

particular strike," 
While Nixon failed to point this fact out to Schmeiser, he 

did make good use of the friendly farmer witness to establish 

the evils of the historic fanll labor organizing efforts, 

Nixon: I understand the reason for forming [Associated 

Farmers] in the beginning [1933] was violence. Was there 

any violence? 
Schmeiser: There was some violence, prior to the time we 

organized, yes, There were several individuals killed, 

Nixon: There were? 
Schmeiser: Yes. 
Nixon: I understand there was destruction of farm prop-

erty? 
Schmeiser: Yes, " ? ' 
Nixon: Hay stacks were burned and thmgs of that sort. Is 

that correct? 
Schmeiser: That is tmc. 
Nixon: And these incidents led lip to the organization of 

yom organization? 
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r
dOp has to be h arvested 
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74 
rom all labor 

I t'ons [lawS] ever written. The evidence before th h 
re a I 

e su -

committee showS that it wo
.
uld be harmful to the public 

interest and to �n responsible labor unions to legislate 

herWl'se The eVidence shows that a strike of any se . 
ot ' . nOlls 

proportions in agriculture would choke off interstate com

merce in necessary foodstuffs, would cause incalculable harm 

to the public, and would antagonize public opinion to the 

cause of trade unionism . , , the subcommittee finds that the 

exemption of agriculture labor from the labor management 

relations act is sound , , . 

C H A P T E R F I V E : E A R L Y  O R G A N I Z I N G  

To a young farm worker like Cesar Chavez the power of the 

growers appeared awesome, They could summon congress

men to do their bidding, their politicians passed laws favoring 

agribusiness and blocked legislation that could benefit farm 

workers, farmers routinely called on the courts and law 

enforcement agencies to protect their interests, When farm

ers needed a supply of water - to supplement the deep wells 

that were sucking the underground dry - they asked for and 

received billions of federal and state dollars for dams and 

canals to import water from great distances, 

Subsidized irrigation systems, subsidized transportation 

networks, subsidized research and development of crops and 

machines, and subsidized marketing all contributed to the 

"progress" of the San Joaquin Valley, Valley farming com

munities grew into prosperous agribusiness c�ties, and the 

farmers turned some of their capital to bankmg a�d �ther 

business and some of their time to politiCS, Agnhusmess 

control was absolute, ' 

The farm workers and their families never shared iii t
.
hls 

progress ;  they were never a part of the farming communIty. 
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�:: sy.mb�ls of 
tahlishm nt as the spokesmen fo th 

Y gnbusmess 
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r e poor' OO . 
. ut' men were imite<! to J'o' th L'  

' caslOnally 
aft 111 e IOns Club d - er many ) ears of testing _ the uld b 

' an maybe 
on the ' hool board. 

y co e trusted to sit 
B\' the time the DiGiorgio strike ' 

havez Will 20 years old Alth 
was called 111 1947 Cesar 

\\lth nglo while he w� in 
��g� he had had some contact 

mto the barrio culture b k '  
avy, he had slipped back 

of Me.lcan fann \\'orke 
a� lif

mto the economic ebb and flow 
thmg of 'd 

rs e. Hard ph . I I b pn e. Men were to h Th 
YSlca a or was a 

appeared to thrive On hards�r ' ey no� .only endured, they 
�d <'Ompetiti\'e. Sons in th 'p'l 

The famllIes were close knit 
ard to outwork their fathe 

elr �e teens and early 20S tried 
:tt OnJcone. If a crew had :s

p' , 'k
e fastest picker in the field 

w on a day a d IC er who d 8 900 pounds" 
� a nearhy crew had . 

ma e 00 pounds of 

The e plol't
a 

t
nvalryh 

would develop 
someone who could do 

I bo 
a IOn t e Ch . 

a r ntractors m d 
avez family suffer 

h c uld do b t b
a e Cesar rebell io' Th

ed at the hands of 
U ury h' f us. er po rI again t h ' 

lS nJstrations ' e was nothing 
htl 1 f helpin 

I�mplo�er, but he cout 
work.

. 
He was 

nou I} CO�rti e fa�I)Y SUrvive. Bott thke pnde in the 
ng N.o Delano en I e and Richard ..,.r s. Ce . 
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sar s love wa<; 

Fabela, and, on Octoher 22, 1948, they were married 
f{e1en 

and Cesar stayed with the Chavez family, moving an j' delen . ' 
F d 

( 
r. k' g and movmg agam. ernan 0, their first son w wor JO , Th k 

' , as 

orn in San Jo
se. e wor patterns and places blurred with 

� moving. By late fall of 1949 they were in the San Joaqnin 

v�ley cotton, and Hele� watched her husband throw himself 
the NFLU cotton stnkes, then come away frustrated into h b k ' ' 

By spring o
f 1950 t er. were a.c In San J�se, in the barrio 

called Sal Si Puedes - get out If you can. It was a rough 

neighborhood, full of hunger and rundown houses and 

f stration and unemployment. For Cesar and Helen, it was 

:at an easy time; work was almost impossible to find, yet they 

had to have money to meet the expenses of a growing family. 

Their oldest daughter, Sylvia, was born that year. 
Sal Si Puedes spawned several pachuco gangs, street gangs 

of young barrio toughs. who preyed .on each other and the 

gabachos who came mto the bamo. Some writers have 

implied Chavez had become a pachuco, but that seems 

unlikely. A pachuco was usually a street-wise urban kid who 

had to at least act violent to survive the gang culture. Chavez 

was rural and small - five feet six inches - and slightly 

built. He looked very young and he wore no self-inflicted 

gangland tattoos on his hands and arms. Although he was 

rebellious, he was also shy, soft spoken, and there was none of 

the braggadocio so characteristic of the pachuca. 

He recalls: "I didn't get in any fights. There were a lot of 

fights, and I was around. You know? I was never with any one 

gang . . .  I j ust didn't get in any fights . . . I u:as beaten up a 

couple of  times. , "  
"I don't know if I didn't fight because I eouldn t. or wh�t. 

Cesar was characteristically thinking in phrases, sortmg 

through his thoughts, narrowing the focus down to 
. 
one 

incident that would serve as an example. He had been seated 

at a dance when the assailant stmek. "The guy almost 

knocked me out. I don't know, �ty reaction was to cover Illy 

face, then I began to feel the kicks '
.
' . " 

Whv had the gUY hit and kicked hUll? 

"Oh. Wen. You know. Just to get it  Oil. We knew who the 
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n man serwd as a catalytic agent in this se 
c\ nl Fred Ro::, He was a tall th ' , quence of 
"ho had been in California si�ce 

mili cOl�muI1Jty organ�zer 
helpmg the poor, the dis ssesse 

e ,reat, D�p,resslOn, 
prejuwce and vert ' Lk 

. d, the ethmc mmontIes fight 
" rk he lived �han1't _ e �ost people attracted to such 
) b to another a 

Ii. 
d� mou eXistence, shifting from one 

" r disbanded. In 
1 m 

�
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�n o�� or projects changed or 
on Race. Relation ev�rat�dO
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\\ Ith the American Council 

mCldentall" two men 
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fi plamt'd he was looking f ullJty organizers. Saul Alinsky 
/.!tht the ( pper combines �nr �t

g
o

o
nOt 

d man to help the miners 
1l J \ (" , f h .' ana H '  . 

m ri ani too C icago profes.'ior wh� 
IS pmochle partner, 

mall named 
u;� on Race Relations h��� a m�mber of the 

qllt' h n liked w':oss was out of work Al.of  dIrectors, said 
Jol \\ ith th I d 

t he heard, and w ' msky asked a few 
TIl I F, fo:n�����I��

eas Found:��n�
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O
d
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r organize into 

er blocS. Alinsky believed the only way the poor werc 
pow 

to get what they needed was through strong, militant gOIOg " 
tion s  of their own, Alinsky wrote: 

orgaOlza 

h' kind of organization can be built only if people are �
o

l:king together for rea�, attainable O�jectives , , , lYoll1 

't go outside of people s actual expenence , , , YOll must 
can 

roach them on the basis of their own self interest, We say 

��ok, you don't have to take this; there is something you can 

do about it ' , ' but you have to have power to do it, And 

you'll only get power through organiza�ion, Because power 

just goes to two poles - to those who ve got money, and 

those who've got people. You haven't got money, so your own 

fellowmen are your source of strength," 

Alinsky repeatedly warned his organizers that the groups 
they worked ,;ith had to have man� issues going at one time, 
The organization that had but one Issue soon ran out of ways 
to confront that issue, The Alinsky techniques were radical; 
they met the power sources head on, manipulated them, 
outflanked them, created issues that were diversions, At the 
same time he emphaSized the need to avoid complexities and 
confusion.  

To emphasize the point he once said: "Do you know what 
being poor means? It's not very complicated, It means not 
having any money," 

Ross liked the Alinsky style, but he did not wa�t to go to 
Montana copper mines, He had an,other, m?re , un�ortant" 
project in mind. The Mexican Amencan barrIOS m East Los 
Angeles were seething, For 30 years. tens of thousands .of 
Mexicans coming in to work on farms and the low,-paymg c,lty 

jobs had ended up in "East L.A," the Spamsh-speakmg 
1 1 d those of most of the 

population i n  Los Ange es outnum )efe . . 

h 1 . there W'IS almost opell 
maJ'or cities i n  Mexico. In  t e l(lmos ' " 

' 

I . , d the cIty l)ollce, 
warfare between the pac 1 11<'0 gangs ,1I1 

sidina with soldiers and sailors >;t<ltioneu in nearhy cam
h
Ps, 

b . f c,ht wherever t ey 
Gangs of l)uchu<.'os and ,en'Il'l'men Ollt> 

l' t . I ,} 5' 'Iors and nf) Ice c;wep 
met. The situat ion c!llnaxet W len <II r 
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ea y trymg to take 
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m tin 
op a course of action . th 

pro ems. The talk 

�anue . A the numbers increas� 
0 ers were urged to call 

d zeD or 
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Ross would suggest they 
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f the people �rom a 

th re " re th 
Community ServiJe , 0 e la�ger orgamzation 

Dunng tha;�e eso chapters in �'i 
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rgal1lzation. By 1951 

" a\ from I __ 
r1it year the IAF ra 
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n a good part oi
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y an Jose. The fSC 

d triggering the first of a series of ecumen' . \ ' . 
gree , fl d h f 1 Ica ComCI' 

a s that in uence t e arm ahor movement 
denee 'd f thO " d  

. 

'fhe other 51 e 0 IS comci ence hegan within the 
catholic Chu�ch, where t�ere was a developing concern over 
the ex-ploita�lOn of Mex-Ican farm workers. In the middle 

os Archbishop Lucey of San Antonio was arguing "  
194 f l b ' . 

a very 
eneral lack 0 a or orgamzatlons, the absence of good 

fegislation and �e greed �f powerful employers have com

bined to create 10 �exas Widespread mise!)' . . .  " In 1945 in 

Chicago the Amer�can Board of Catholic Missions under

wrote the formatIOn of a Bishops' Committee for th 

spanish-speaking, but it wasn't until 1949 that the Churc� 
became directly involved . 

Two priests, Fathers Thomas McCullough and Donald 

McDonnell, argued successfully for the creation of a "mission 

band" within the San Francisco Archdiocese to work with 

the rural poor. Four priests were �signed as pastors to the 

seasonal farm workers; they carried portable altars, said the 

Mass in farm labor camps, took open-air confessions, trained 

catechists to instruct adults and children. Both Father 

McCullough and Father McDonnell ministered to the Brace
roS and began to see the need to teach the Catholic Church's 

social doctrines on labor. Father McCullough made his base 

in Stockton; Father McDonnell moved into San Jose and was 

working in the barrio called Sal Si Puedes. 

Taking advantage of his clerical garb and calling. McDon

nell moved through the barrio, knocking on doors, asking 

questions. He met Cesar Chavez this way; Chavez, who was 

eager to learn anything he could about labor organizing, ,at 

up talking to the priest until past midnight. Chavez said, "He 

told me about social justice and the Church's stand on hm.n 

labor and reading from the encyclicals of Pope . 
Leo XUl, II) 

which he upheld labor unions. I would do anythmg to g�t the 

Father to tell me more about lahor history. 1 hegan gOIl)� to 

the Bracero camps with him to help with the �ass, to the c�ty 

jail with him to talk to the prisoners, anythmg to he wIth 

him 
" 

Th'c 'A�'SC willingness to allow RosS to work in the hamo. 
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cab ers, or at tim th h ba met shop, but Utev were not " :� �<. elped out in a 
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b
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m house meetings 

·
and �nne , Ross had 80 or go people 

pu c heaItll e Was seeking fro " II-bah ' . .nurse, who knew H I more. A tendly 

be � dUlles she ran s
e en Chavez through the 

mterested F 
' uggested C 

talked bn 
. red knocked On 

Ut . esar and Helen might 
Cesar. eft} to Helen, but eould 

e!r door several times, 
n t make contact with 

" anted no art f h n he w R 
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nt. Helen finalJ ass approaching the ho 10 and would leave 
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later years, as he 
repeated the story, Chavez would 

l�ain that so
ci�l workers, students writing reports, report

e�f and profeSSIOnal do-gooders frequently came into the 
e a�iO to peek and probe, to obse.rve cultural patterns among 
b e oor, to take notes and wnte papers about hunger or 
thh PI dropouts or teenaged gangs. SC 00 d 1 

5 ch intrusions were eep y resented by the people of Sill 
Si ;uedes, no doubt. B�t th�t wasn't the only reason for 

i no ring RosS . . �ost barno residents had a deep di:trust of, if 
g t genuine dislike for, Anglos. To a young man like Chavez 

�e Anglos were gringos or gabachos, and not to be trusted. 
B t RosS persisted and Chavez finally agreed to a house 

rn�eting. He wanted to teach this gabacho a lesson; Cesar 

invited some of the barrio toughs to come, to drink beer and 

raise hell with Ross. 
But it didn't work out that way. Ross, who looks like a 

scholar, began to talk; he knew the problems of the barrios 
and the fields, and somewhere along the line Chavez began to 

listen. Cesar says now, "He knew the problems as well as we 

did. He talked about cso and then about Bloody Christmas, 

you knoW, when .some dru�e� cops down in L.A. beat up 

some Mexican pnsoners. I dIdn t know about cso but I knew 

about Bloody Christmas. Some cops actually had been sent to 

jail for brutality and it turned out this miracle was thanks to 
" cso. 

The barrio toughs still wanted to give Ross a bad time, but 

Chavez turned them off, told Utem to stay and listen, or 

leave. By the time the meeting ended at 9 P.M. Chavez 

wanted to help organize cso.  Ross, obviously pleased, asked 

when Cesar wanted to start. 
" Right now." . 
Ross took him to another meeting that mght, an�, some-

time after midnight, after dropping Cesar off �t. 
hls home, 

. . ' I "6 p M  to Ahclas. To the 
Fred Ross wrote III Ius Journa : . ' . Agreed to become a 
home of Cesar Chavez: very responSIVe. . 

h h· '  real push Understandmg. 
deputy registrar.  C ave:!. ,\S . : . . l' " 
Loyalty and Enthusiasm. Grassroots leadershIp ql1� ItY

h
'
ad (� Chavez was Fred RosS s S ow. 

From that night on, , l'sar 
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were sh rt b vez. Alin 'k 
a month , a , ut in th S Y was reluctant 

ha\ z " as 
e end agreed to pay $275 

Ii 
never tra' d \ n � bool for 

I�e hy Ali nsky 
II t agnbusIU spok radICal , a� the JOh H

e, neVer attended 
nh kind of h I 

CSmen Would lik n BIrch Society and 
e p or tra' . e to hel ' . 

IIllUg Cesar got fr�eve. �oss said, 
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m Ahnsky was 

e kind of training I got from him, Every six m th 

the sam
l would come out, either to raise money

· 
or 

°
t
n
t 

s
l
or 

Sall ld b 
' a ent a 

sa ference. We WO�I gel toget er and talk. Being, around 
conI l 'ke that, we did learn some of his concepts his t t' 
Sall I d t " 

' , . ac ICS 

se of power an s rateglCs m conflict organizing " 
' 

theC�sar Chavez had found bis life's work: conflict � . . 
, f b" 

rganl/. , 

, The intenSity 0 IS commitment was measured in a' '1 
lng, d S b 

sma 

incident tbat occurre on ,ept�m er 11 ,  1953, For several 

months RosS bad been workmg m DeCato, a small town near 

S n Jose; but be had also been ranging througb the f 
a ' , th th 

arm 

labor commuOltles to, e sou , in the Salinas Valley, On 

september 1 1  �e recelved an ur�ent call ,from King City, The 

Mexican Amencan youngsters m the blgh school had heen 

having trouble with the Italian American farmer kids, A fight 

had resulted and one of the farmer's sons, a well-known high 

school football player, had been killed, 
King City was about to come apart at the seams, Could 

Fred Ross come down? Bring some help? Fred picked Cesar 

up and they drove nearly 100 miles south, to the tiny farming 

town. They interviewed the young Chicano who had been 

arrested for the killing, did what they could to cool the 

tempers, got lawyers, organized the Mexican American 

community into a concerted effort to resolve the issues, After 

a long, hectic day and night, they were driving back to San 

Jose when Cesar suddenly sat bolt upright in the car. 

He had forgotten Helen. She was pregnant, and. when her 

labor pains had started, he had taken her to the hospital in 

San Jose, Then, in the excitement of getting to King City, he 

had forgotten her. Helen recalled, "When he dropped me off 

at the hospital I asked him to get me a bottle of akohol so I 

could have a back mh, That night the other women in the 

hospital got their backs mbhed, but I didn't." That night 
Anna, their fifth child. was born, 

Chavez was out of the fields and moving away fr011l farm 

labor; he was awaY from the familv for extended periods; as 

Ross gave him assignments he suhn;erged himself in them, He 

was in charge of or�anizing DeCoto, while Ross attended to 

the prohlellls in Ki;'� City; then he wellt into Oakland, and 
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S Ig It-bUilt PICiou; 
mll,tacht' to lila",' IU lllsdf 'llll!,. old , . I
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F ' I' I , I 01  gan lze ' F and t' 

r,mel ) 1 1  \rl'a It' \\ ,IS Sl'llt into tl�e S 
I , rOt)) the les, 

to O�11\1 thl' l .. iI.,.;,,,,, tucked off ' . .an Joaquin V San 
h I I  

� 

I II an Isol all C.1 Ii! t'l I "I ll .  l l'sar \\ 'IS l)'\c'k 'th h
ated Co e_ o , , ' WI t e rile ' 

"llh th, E nn workers. conducti ng I 
IUral POOr 

r of 
d I <.C lOuse meet · 

agai 
an el ufltmg IllS o\\n techniques H d 

lUgs, stud ' n, 

I t h 
. e an F d Ylng 

n t t er IIl llch annllOre as each \" 0 k d d 
re Ross \" ' 

th ' . ' . , r e jff ,ere 
t.lte" t':,tabhslung eso chapters i n  M 

erent areas of 
Hanford, almas, Oxnard - t1le list wa I adera, Visalia 
�n cr;w and held conventions and es:a�7� !he organiza: 

o power. The eso registered a h 
s � 

. 
a statewide 

Amen an I'oters. it �uided ' . �lf mIllion Mexic 
!ural ' I::< 35,000 111 cIhzensh ' I an 

na IZdtion. but more important it . Ip C asses and 

�\lth � 
f
n

th
S(' of power. In places like visfI;�v�ded

b 
the people 

Ice 0 e barrio and it ' 
' so ecame "the 

the hool board and count
exerted pressures on City hall on )' government. 

' 

In �od .. 1on, Father �1cCullou h h . - fenean American farm worke 
g . ad orgamzed a group of 

er; jalion. The aSSociatio�s mto the Agriculture Work

h:tment that followed th b 
h�d come out of the disap

H 
t } ear the Salional Far: a 

L 
o�lVe to�ato strikes in 1950, 

8 IWar and Emesto Cal 
a or Umon, guided by Hank 

rtU"cr th 
' arza was 

to 
In e tomato harvest , 

' concentrating on the 
th p::ru t the low wages and th 

the NFLU called a strike both 

F th 
�ork force. 

e lise of Braceros to displace 
, a l"r . kCullou" l. . tun • 1n00o ' d '  

1;" Was acting " B amps alOg atly throul1h the 
as a racero pastor at the 

, Out'nnl1 th , " remote B f 
m II about th " 

e ntes of the Ch h 
racero arm labor 

fe II 
e 'F1.1,; st rike . lire , and talking to the 

u ough e la ' 
bled tht'\ had m P lOed, "The Bracero I " that. Th 

a;;t' J;reat saCrifices to ' S Were deeply trou
) ad fam i lies ha{'k ' �?m� to th is cou ll t rv; I 10 ,"I ('XIC " 
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0, 100\1 o f  tht'm, 

.t wasn't an easy thing, T
hey came to me and said 'p .1 

So I d d ? Th' t 'k . , , " aure 
t Shoul we 0 IS S n e, IS It good? I J'ust t lk .1 " 

wha ' ' h  d 
' a eu w1th 

about thelf ng ts un er the Natural La t b thern h k Th 
w 0 and 

ther with ot er wor ers. e operator of the toge th . . camp came 
nd He saw e men slttmg there and he frown _1 _1 h 

arOIl '  b h " 
eu, anu e 'd I rem em er IS exact words - 'Al traba1'o M '  

sal - , I]' Th 
0 a exu;o' 

[T work, or to MeXICO e men looked at me at h' d
' 

o • M . / '  A d th , 1m, an 
they said, A enco. n

. 
at was that, Back they went, 

aking wry fun of themselves the way Mexicans do h 
rn nh " 

w en 
they are u appy. 

The tomato strikes were no more successful than any other 
NFLU effort. When McCullough could not get organized labor 
to commit itself to a long-term fight, he began to form the 
Agriculture Workers Association -with the help of a young 
woman named Dolores Fernandez Huerta, McCullough 

worked out of St, Gertrude's Church, and Dolores Huerta 

worshiped there. She was a Stockton girl; her mother ran a 

hotel-boardinghouse in a low-income, farm worker neighbor-

hood. 
Fred Ross completed his work in King City and turned his 

attention to Stockton, Through Father McDonnell he was 

put in touch with Father McCullough and through the priest, 

he met Dolores Huerta. The AWA was sputtering along, with 

a few hundred members meeting and talking, and it could be 

a good starting place for eso. Ross asked Dolores to help. She 

agreed. . 
Dolores Huerta is tough. Once she had made the commit-

ment, the organization of farm workers became �e focus of 

her life' next to Chavez she is the most controversial figure III 

the far� labor movement. She is the union's chief negotiator; 

she is constantly on the move, crisscrossing �e nation, giving 

speeches, bolstering boycott efforts, confrontmg farmers and 

politicians, I caught up with her at the AFL-CIO conven�lOn III 

Miami Beach at the Americana Hotel. As we talked, (.eorge 

Meany's voic� roHcd over the auditorium, calling th� roll on a 

1 ·  " rt red dress tnmmed In 

vote, Dolores, olltfitt('( III a sma
. 

" 
S 

White , her 10n� hlack hair streaked shghtly With gray, WIl! 
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i
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lip .It mt t ill!!,. cso. the way 't , .  
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I I  th fE, er'  wer" ' 1'1 

I '
h
' a. s struc tured Wa 

n t sPeak 
h 

' - " e  . \V er th  
' S very b 

t (' 1 �Ident was on the executiv 
e;er ere Was a cha ad, 

c-sar \\ s a staff . 
e oard. Pter, 

\ 
_ , person. The onI I k \\ ere �ese presidents of these cha

P�oP e who had any 
e or .;aId much It w 

p ers, so Cesar 
\\ here\'er he was th· h

as strange. Everyone kn nehver 
\ ' . . mgs appened " 

ew t at 
an example of what she 

. ' . ' Dolores tried to 
me mone\' so \ " ,

was talkmg about " 
ti h 

' . \ e \\ ere gomg t 
. eso got 

�e e was -till paid by Ah 
ky

0,Put  Cesar to work [at that 10 ed Cesar ns s IAF] G'lb would have t ' 
. " I ert Lopez 

PIJ�� lot of trings on him. 
0 gIve daily reports and Lopez 

Th 
� never objected H 

de�::e: 
Was that it m�de 

e
a 

s�� there and took aU this stulf, 

that Dol 
hat Cesar was doing 

of oth
d

�r people get up and 

aft ores remembered h 
' "  an It worked " The fact 

er 20 ' 
ow C e  fi 

. 

peopl Th
years IS also a com 

sar nessed Gilbert Lopez 
e, e ta ti al ment on th ' 

approach t 
c c so demonstr 

e man s impact on 
Cha\'ez'� .organizing - he is fr

ates something of Chavez's 
Padilla 

Impact on Gl'lh 
equently obtuse 

a th ' ert Pad 'U 
. 

President H In, curly-headed m I a was totally different. 
.. Ie • e Was a ' an of 45 . , 
.. or ers. By th 

' migrant W k ' IS a UFWA VIce 
L, e hme h or er th IUli oWn rebelli . e met Cha ' e son of migrant on' '% Vez h h IOto the fields. I had 

en I got out of h
e ad already begun 

near Los Banos 
d 

left for the A
t e A

rmy, I went back 
'hen I got bac� I Wa" geuing7 from the labor camp 

e Wage Wa" dow� �ents an hOllr then, 
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0 75 cents an hoUf, 

the Braceros were getting 90 cents. That's when l Ied 
but 

trike [1947] ,  We didn't get very far." 
my 

first s Id ' d h d . 
Gil Jeft the fie s, tne ,t e ry cleamng husiness with his 

brothers, then cam� �ack mto the fiel�s in 1955· He got a joh 
foreman, supervlsmg crews, checkmg off the work f 

as "Th 
' or a 

Jabor contractor. , ,e guy w� supposed to he a friend of 
mine. We were drmkmg buddIes when I was in the cleaning 
businesS. Be had a lot of money. Well, when the first week 
was over, he gave me $48, So I said to him, 'Willy, how much 
you paying me?' He said, :A dollar an ,hour: I said, 'Yeah, but 
I'm on the street at 4:3? I� the mormng, picking people up\' 
lIe said that the pay dIdn t start until we got to the field, I 

told him he was taking Social Security from my check, but he 
had forgotten to take down my Social Security number. I wa, 
getting hot, man. He knew it. He pulled $20 out of his pocket 
and gave it to me, not as wages, but to keep quiet. That's the 
kind of mind labor contractors have. If he did that to me , 
think what he did to the others . , ." 

Gil was still working in the fields, in Kings County, and 
living in Hanford in 1957. In the south end of this county are 
the great cotton and grain farms, the J .  G, Boswell Company 
(100,000 acres), the Salyer Land Company (90,000 acres), 
Southlake Farms, Westlake Farms, and a dozen others. The 
cotton-picking machines were successfully replacing thou
sands of hand pickers. Without cotton to carry them through 

the winter, the migrant farm workers faced hunger and the 

humiliation of trying to get counties like Kings to provide 

some kind of welfare subsistence programs. 
Gil said, "Cesar came around to talk. He came to the house 

with some guys and I asked what it was he wan�ed to do, �e 

was talking about service center kinds of thmgs, helpmg 

workers with insurance forms, Social Security or welfare 

problems, driver's licensing and citizenship classes, and I 
wasn't interested. But then he starts talking ahout .la

hor 

contractors and minimum wages and unemployment Illsuri 
ance for farm workers and I got interested. Right then. 

started with him then." 
Gilhert Padilla joined GSO that night. "Cesar stayed around 
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for ahoul a \\'c('k, ;md I " ol l i l i  hal l,C; aroU lld 'It operate. 111('re " a:-. :l Ill'" chapll'I of CSO startit) 
< �d see hilli and h(' wanted Ill!' tn 11('1 1 '. I It- " l'llt around, talk�)n\ ll<lnfotd ahout 111(' ha'Ie pnlhkm" t lw l eal problel1lS of t*e 

0 PeOPle 't ,  He wa t\lJ.. l Il� ah(lut hll" some day the pe 
1 COll1ll)u, III . • " I  0P e sh have some ' )Tt ,ot :rl'pll'Sl'l�t:lholl I II  t Ie politiCal stru. 

auld nd \\ c \\ crt:' th l l l  J.. 1 Il� t hat If " l'  could get SOtneone el 
ctUte, then \\ e uld \!1'1 '('HW I.m s that would help fartn w e
k
cted, 1 (' ro ' I I  k Or ers " From 1 - -; tlm.lll),! 1 In  II ,- , I  lert WOr ed as a volun ' ('onduetm!! hl)\N' Illt'l'ti�)gs, organizing voter-registr:��t, effort helplll!! ��'('ple mth problems. Chavez acted as a� ana c rdin. tor tor slIch \\'ork throu!?hout the Valley. In 1959 (" 0  h d en u�h in its budget to lure Dolores Huerta full time. nd then in 1961 Gilbert became the third paid staff me.mber. Hc was a:signed to Stockton, Dolores was shifted to 1.0 n!!ele: . and Cesar was made executive director not long after" rd. Ro.,· continued to function as an IAF organizer 'rrned to co. At the time Dolores Huerta moved to Los 

... 

An ('I :;he till did not know Chavez well. he SaId, "eso had been given some money by the pa kindlOtl' e workers, I think it was $20,000, to go into the Omard area and help the local workers get their jobs back from the Braceros. Cesar took the job, and I was curious to what he had been able to do."  She went to Oxnard and \\ hat he saw "really turned me on. I wanted to help him o�amze and I wanted him to tell me what h e  was dOing, but he,wouldn't because I guess he hadn't got to the point where h d. thought it through ." '  . Uk Cesar, Dolores is a student of organizational tech. ruqll . Onl'e she made this comparison between Fred Ross al\� Ce� Chavez: "Fred is a dogmatic type of organizer. TIung are tructured. Cesar is more like a conductor of an o,rl'hestra: SOmet�ing is happening here, and something over t 1 r and somethmg somewhere else . d h k hat the h 11 . , an e nows w I
, gOl

th
ng on all over. Cesar is a real strategist. Fred o�amz rolluh people (. . '"  . Jesar organizes through events. H I more hke a pool player." he pointed out that Fred h d a� infin ite patience an 90 
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'istence, that he hui�t Sllpport for eso as he organized pers 
Ie "We were gettmg a lot of donations fOllnd t' flOP • d 1 f l ' , a Ion 

p y and we ha a ot 0 vo unteers. This was most! 11 mone , " II h d t th k Y a 
Fred's work. - e a gone o. e ran -and-file in the lahor 

. n locals, to the congregahon memhers in churches d unw b f l 'b I " ' an 
to the mem ers 0 I era orgaOlzahons, patiently talking and 

Jaining. These people were gently brought around t eJ(p . ,  b ,J; h 
0 a 

Porting position eJore eso went to t e union officials th sup th · · d 
' e 

church pasto�, or "e orgaOlzahon presi ent to seek Support. 
Fred explamed, That way, you have their own people on 

the inside, working for your request." ' 

1 asked Cesar about the eso organizing effort in Oxnard. 
"Oh. Yeah. That is a beautiful story. We could have had a 

union there. We had a union there. It was just a matter of 
moving in. eso was very close to the labor movement. They 
supported us and the eso board of directors was afraid to 
move into a labor thing because they were afraid the labor 
movement would ask why. 

"I was working for the eso, and I didn't want to say they 
were wrong and that I was going to go ahead. 1 wouldn't do 
that, so we lost. For all practical purposes we had a union 
going, and we lost. 

"You will recall I was sent there. We got some money from 
the packinghouse workers. They had a drive going to 
organize the packing sheds. They had elections, and they had 
won something like 20 sheds. The growers had started court 
maneuvers against them, to destroy the union. By the time 
we came there, in 1958, the packinghouse workers union was 
pretty weak among the people in the sheds. 

"1 was sent there to organize the field workers and the 
community. This was to be a help to the union. We were not 
going to organize the packinghouse workers, but once we 
were there and they joined eso . . . [he dropped whatever 
thought he had and switched the subject in midsentence1 
. . . when I arrived there, what I found out immediately waS 
the people there had trcmcndous complaints against the 

k ';l" Braceros. That issue t{'(lS iusf bubbling. You now. . 
At the time, there were 8S,ooo Braceros work 109 In 
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e state Fann Lahor 

....,ent Service office in Ventura, but that office ,1 ' ,1 ' 

Place... F C )  d V 
ulun t 

until 8 A..M. rom xnar to entura is ahout 12  '1 
Pen th fill 

. ml CS. 

o 
the time they got e papers ed out and got hack to th 

��ld the Braceros were out there working. The johs wcr� 
filled." 

Legally 
the Brac�ros could work only if there was a lahor 

shortage in a specific crop or a specific area; the Oxnard 

f Tlners contended they were short of workers and the 

;acement service certified this was true. The certification 

was required by the y.S. Department of Labor. The labor 

department also required both the placement service and the 

farmers to make sure the Braceros were not displacing local 

workers. By placing all their job orders through the FLPS, and 

by ordering crews to report at 5 A.M., the fanners were 

manipulating the local workers, making it next to impossible 

to get work. 
Chavez explained, "A lot of times the people would go out 

to the fields at 5 A.M., show the referral slip they had gotten 

the day before, but the farmer - or the field boss - would 

say they were sorry, that dispatch slip had been dated for the 

day before, it was no good now . . . or if the guy did get a job 

with the Braceros, the crew boss told the Braceros to speed it 

up. They were all very young and they could speed it up and 

the guy would get fired because he couldn't keep up, or he'd 

quit. 
"We had almost every farm worker family in that city tied 

up, tied into the eso as members. We went into the fields 

where the Braceros were and held sit-ins. We used to sit in 

right in front of them. The police would come and take uS to 

jail. After maybe four or five months of fighting, we were able 

to have the Farm Labor Placement Service move the office 

halfway between Oxnard and Ventura. 
"Then we had a march from Oxnard to the Farm Lahor 

office. We got dispatch cards almost all day, mayhe 600 or 

700 of them and we burned them. Built a bonfire and hurned 

them. That ' got a lot of publicity. The hig thing we were 

fighting for was 'gate hiring.' The growers had thIS thing, they 

would not hire workers directly, they made them go ilirough 
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ne; the AFL-CIO 

ecutive council decided to take a direct hand in the hatt\e 
e" nize fann workers, Rather than depend upon s . \\ 

to orga d ' 1'k M '  h ' 
m,\ , 

weak indepen e�t unIOns I e Itc ell S NFLU, the At'L'( 10 
ted the Agnculture Workers Organizing Committ 

crell " d' f ' , ee, 
k LlvJl1gston, AFL-CIO lfector 0 orgamzmg and h" 

Jac D ' I  
' ' ' IS 

assistant, Franz aOl,e ,  came 1I1tO Cahfomia personally to 

supervise the es�abhshment of the AWOC, Stockton was 

icked as the natIOnal headquarters; Norman Smith, a crusty 

�ld United Auto Worker who had helped organize the Ford 

Motor Company, was named A woc executive director. A 

well-funded organizational structure was mapped out. 

smith's first job was to establish and charter eight AWO, 

locals; each local was to have at least 200 members, and this 

membership had to come from the stable community served 

by the local. Daniel sai� t?at while m�grants were not being 

excluded _ they could Jom the local 111 their home town -

the emphasis was on the stable work force, 

These locals were to be created by the AWOC staff, from the 

top down, and the staff would direct the local operations 

until such time as the worker membership was firmly 

established and capable of governing itself, If not democratic. 

the plan at least sounded very efficient, The problem was that 

Livingston, Daniel, and Smith did not know anything about 

agribusiness or farm labor. Their ignorance made their efforts 

absurd, The first A woe organizing efforts took place in the 

fall of 1959, and the very first problem was finding farm 

workers to organize, The farm labor force didn't flow in and 

out of factory gates, where Nonnan Smith's ample voice 

could reach them, In fact there was nothing in Smith's 

considerable experience in the industrial union movement to 

prepare him for his task. ' 

The A woe organizers, equipped with cars and gasoline 

credit cards were sent out to find farm workers, and, when 

they retum�d empty-handed, they were sent out again into 

tlJe flat, empty-looking countrySide, They could find no 'place 

to focus their attention;  when the fam1 workers were III the 

fields they were so far removed from, the public roadways 

they could not he seen, and the orgaOlzerS could not legally 
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w lte me 

" b  cause they could not tolerate immobility and had to 

fever �e white line down the road. The cherry pickers 

fono� bout the AFL-CIO A wac coming into the farm work 

hear :nd in 1959-60 they began to strike the cherries the 

force, 
the peaches, and the olives. After they walked O�lt of 

p!UmS
c
'hard they would call Awoe headquarters and ask for 

an Of 'k d th 
help , Their b

h
igge

h
st st�l e occur��

d 
a

d
t � P?,de

b
sta Farms near 

Stockton. T e c ernes were ea npe, ut the farmer 

fused to give in and the workers would not pick the crop. 

�odesta lost a $ 100,000 crop and the strike triggered a rash of 

walkouts in other tree crops. 

The AWOe goal that summer was $1 .25 an hour. Organizers 

made little effort to gain union recognition, or to form the 8 

locals that Daniel �a� talked about. The "fruit tramps' 

carried the ball, wlthm the orchards, the Filipino A woes 

struck the vegetable crops. The fanners reacted haphazardly. 

The old members of the Associated Farmers had by this time 

turned their farms over to sons and were retired; but when 

the strike lines came out, these old warhorses reached for 

their pick handles and charged. However, times had changed, 

the sons retained control, calling meetings to fonn new 

alliances. The newly formed farmer associations hired profes

sional managers and issued public statements. The associa

tions set uniform farm wages and, when A woe pickets 

appeared, dispatched strikebreaking crews. The farm labor 

forces controlled by growers became highly mobile. The 

strikes were weak, unplanned efforts. As the fall olive harvest 

was completed, in Tulare County, Smith turned the Awoe 

attention south, to the Imperial Valley winter lettuce crops. 

On November 22, 1960, California Farm Bureau President 

Louis Rozzoni told a Fresno State College conference on 

industrial relations that "the growers are immovabl�. T�ey 

will not be coerced into signing union contracts. Umomzmg 

fann labor is simply not feasible. Agriculture is different from 

other industries. It cannot set its price at the consumer 

level." 
Smith also spoke at the conference. H� grandly �red

.
icted 

iliat as soon as the A woe finished off Cahforma agnhusmess, 
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fruitPIC

thernselves, on a local hasis. They and some �t'tlhl� 
things aff 11 c..l • f . . e 

waC central st ca e a can erence In the tiny villag,c of 

�trathrnore, in Tulare County, to see what could he done to 

save the union. The 200 workers who attended assessed 

h rnse\ves $2 each and they .sent a delegation back to th 
t e d . t 

. ,  
e 

�fL-CIO'S rni wm er conventlon 10 Miami Beach. One of 

the four delegates elected to go was Mrs. Maria Moreno th 

mother of 12. In an impassioned speech before the' fu� 
convention she told how her family had literally heen 

starving, how her 19-year-old s�n had not eaten for days, so 

that his smaner ?rothers and slsters could share the potato 

peel soup or bOlI�d gree?s. She was ,a citrus picker, from 

Tulare County; rams had Idled the famlly, there was no work 

available, and the anger she felt for a society that would 

allow her children to starve made itseli felt as she spoke to 

the nation's labor leaders. 
On her return to California she proudly reported, "Mr. 

Meany told us if w e  keep going we will soon have our union 

built. He said there would be as much money as needed. He 

told uS to tell the people back home he was going to back us 

all the way." 
Meany ordered a tough, old, cigar-chewing organizer, Al 

Green, to replace Smith, who was retired. Ironically, in the 

shakeup that followed, Al Green kicked Mrs. Moreno out of 

the union because she had not been keeping adequate 

records as she organized new members and collected dues. 

Green had no more feel for farm workers than Smith had. He 

was a gruff trade unionist, used to the wheeling and dealing 

and compromising in the smoke-filled back rooms of the 

Stanislaus County labor movement. Like Smith, he found the 

shapeup on skid roW the only visible target for his organizers; 

Green set out to organize the labor contractors, and �e had 

them deducting AWOC dues from the workers as they chmbed 

on the buses each morning. Green was no more successful at 

building a viable farm labor union than his predee.essor had 

been. Through the efforts of organizers Larry lthong. Ben 

Guines, and Andy Imutan, the Filipino vegetable and grape 
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Wayne C, ll�rtmirc, a d,ivinity s�tldent at Union Seminary 
, NeW york City, was �emg conSidered for the joh of (;MM 

'�ecutiVe director, Dunng the summer of 1959 l1artmire 

e to California to learn community development from 
carnede was aSSigned to the Stockton area. Each of the new 
esa, P " b ' h ' 
migrant mIOlste,rs-to- e was given suc an assignment; they 

would work With Cesar Chave�, or Fred Ross or Gilhert 

p dina or Dolores Huerta, Hartmlre spent as much time as he 

�uld with Ross and Chavez: "It was a mind-hlowing 

�"perience, We'd work aU day, go to meetings at night, and 

then afterwards, sit around and talk about what had hap-

pened," 
Ilartmire lived in the run-down hotel operated by Dolo-

res'S mother just off Stockton's skid row, but he traveled all 

over the state, attending GSO meetings, Because of Chavez's 

influence on the GSO, much of tile emphasis was on farm 

labor. Hartmire, to learn more, began attending A woe 

meetings. At tile time Larry Itliong was organizing the 

asparagus workers. Hartmire recalled, "When Larry had a 

strike up in Salinas, I went up to try to find out what it was all 

about, All tIlat was sort of an interesting tiling that was going 

on in agriculture, but we gave no direct assistance to the 

strikes then, It wasn't as tIlough we were involved, We had a 

much closer relationship witll tile Conference on People 

Who Follow tile Crops," 
This "conference" was a movable meeting, held once or 

twice a year, sponsored by tile AFSG, the CM\1, urban 

churches, liberal groups, and individuals who were "con

cerned." The conference brought both farmers and A,WOC 

leaders together to argue; it invited state and local officials to 

present position papers and reports on tile scandalous 

housing and living conditions. But essentially , tile "c�nfer

ence" was powerless, and as long as tlte VQlce of h�)er�l 

conscience was weak it was tolerated by tlte larger agnbusI-

ness community, 
In addition to the conference, the AFSG and the C).1M, each 

summer, sponsored "work projects" for liberal hig� school 

and college students who wanted to donate theIr tune and 
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Chavez s resIgnatlOn came as a surpnse even to his closest 

associates. Gil Padilla said, "When Cesar quit, he just said it: 

'1 resign.' I asked him what he was doing. He never told me 

he was going to quit. I was on his staff. He said he was leaving 

because he wanted to do something with farm workers and 

he said that if I wanted, I could come along with him. That 

would be fine. I told him I didn't have any money. He said he 

didn't either, but he could draw unemployment insurance for 

awhile." 
The precipitous action hurt Padilla's feelings. He felt 

Chavez should, at least, have warned him, but there was no 

doubt in Padilla's mind that he would follow. Dolores 

Huerta, who by this time had seven children and had 

divorced her husband, also decided to follow Chavez into the 

organizing of farm labor. It was decided both Padilla and 

Huerta should remain on the cso staff, for the time being, 

although they would be devoting most of their time to the 

farm labor efforts. 
Chavez moved his family to Delano and began organizing 

the National Farm Workers Association. 
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fOf I d ' 1 ft SSOcra· 
tio

n 
_ the w~r unton was e out because it frightenf'd 

k
ers and mflamed growers, The workers lived in f ' 

wof 1 d h k ear , 
they were power ess an , t ey new it and they expected 
nothing would change thiS fact. When a l~bor union organ· 
izer showed up the peop~e fe~t a cumulatrve fear generated 
by the killing of workers 10 PlXley, the beating and jailing of 
union leaders from Salinas to EI Centro, Many would pack IIp 
and leave the field or the camp, One of Chavez's first tasks 
was to measure the level of this fear; he had to find out what 
it was the people would tolerate, what it was they wanted for 
themselves. He felt the NFWA would never succeed unless it 
met the people where they were, unless it started \vith their 
level of expectation. 

, Chavez said, "I took a three-week tour of the state 
crisscrossing the farming areas. I made it a point to stop at 
every crew and go into the field. I would first ask for the 
foreman, and if he was there I would ask for a job. But if he 
wasn't there, I would go around and talk to the workers. to 
see what they thought about a union, 

"In too many cases the people would put their heads down 
and they wouldn't answer. They'd just work harder. Some of 
the people didn't even know what the \ .. 'ord union meant, 
even when I used various names to indicate in Spanish what 
it was I was talking about. Some of them understood, though, 
and they would say 'sure,' they agreed it was a good thing, 
and I would take their names, if the would give them, 

"I went from field to field during the day, and in the 
evenin~ I would drive into the homos or colonias and go 
around to the grocery store nd the bar , where the people 
mllall}' wcrc. I h d some 1 ftets with me, which had a cutoff 

107 



Cl lion on the hott om ",h('I ' . d " 1'('''111 
rnt('reste and mail Ih( III .. " ('''Hld . Illn r!.. 

('('<;ar d"ln!Jlltt"d Illtlll' III", pf , if thl' 
peop le re~pol1d(~ I'h,,,(,,, I 11;1 W II'aHets L Y \"ete 
exp latio ll: The\' .. I.., Ii tp, ' I Itl I Id I"espol~(i CSS tha 
for 100kh in UI(' field.. fill" . : IHekel or a dillle had li~ '!OO 
their n. Ill( no .. /lI~" t' \ 1'11

11 
I'. ",a,tl,'I" to d rink IAl10re all h Itcd 

I l
SI' 1 1 1 I'd . fe °llt 

men . lil t rc 1 n (' 1,1 til ' . ' a notc f 'N Sig . 
I I 

I q Ut'sltolln' ' 0 en lled 
un CZ lad ll lwl II'Slllll"I'I'S ' t , ,lire was dis COlirag 

o hAd left t l lll! lIl' twork (;f t. n ' ca rs of Or :P~~intille. 
Bnd m/. ,; \ ill nI tl { ~, "f' . ( ontae ts with' g nl

Zlng f
g
· 

. . • ,-" l l onna' tl In th b Or 
IlllllJsters nd .throul!h tl1l'll1. till" n le r.e Were the e .a1'rios 
urh '~~; I nt h like F,lthers Icb)~ial Protestantsm.lgrant 
pron to those Ca~holi u ough and McD In the 
\ Tllll r the emancipatIon of tl e f churchmen wh onneli 
\\f rt.' ili hbemJ. nd radical \,Ot It~ arf m workers; an~ th'N

ere 

0\ ~t:nt . I 1 rom the C· · ere 
FUlan lall ', ha\'ez kJ . h Ivd Rights 

lu m . 1e\\ e would h 
II I r \1n!! were used ave problems 

n h d mm'eeI ili f ' ' lip. For this re ' once 
h r rei tn e ~11l1)' to Delano to b ason he and 
RI had and Ce~ar s brother Richard e clos~ to both 
h Ip OU his J~b as

R 
~ carpenter and was fi and. hIS family. 

h I .md I n ~r Ita and her hushand nanclally able to 
\\ r I t1t 6 e Cesar and Helen s mortgaged their 

" cd ~Ids. On weekends F ome money. Helen 
r m the emando wo ld . . 

nbaJ h " d crop only when 't U Jom her; 
voting most ' of his 1'1 was absolutely 

\;;(:'OfJr.J plu h Ime to organizing 

h F ' Delano was th h 
1m, naJ \' Ur m Del no h e cart of Chavez's area of 

il d rang'd f 
ram lit \ ilIl n 'al i 0 and as ar south as the 

I n nd and ~I rvnrill .as far north as the 

J 
t mil' J .n • Th,s is , widt'. It. . , an area .550 miles 

Id t f d d
f 

Itn Vall y tc.ltldes all of the San 
III Tra r~1 • York' ~Id Ollt on a map this 

m n r ff1 rng fr m ,.1 Y ~outh to Columbia 
III \\ 'I 0 to M .- , 

u t F rt \\ rth. In 'lort D.c., to a7sville would 
h'cago or from 

I 

° was a city of 14,000 people at the time Chav ' 
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~as laid out on twO streets that paralleled the highway and 
the railroad tracks; to .the ~ast and north were the tree-

h 
ded middle-class reSIdential areas, the high school city 

5 a ' h ' 1 th ' ark, and propnetary osplta ; to e west, across the tracks, 
~ere the honky-tonks, the worker hotels, boardinghouses, 
aod liquor stores; and beyond, still further west, were the 
worker residential neighborhoods where the Mexican, Fili
pino, puerto Rican, and Arab families lived. 

Chavez had no base of power here. There was a eso 
chapter in Delano but it was dominated by men and women 
who were the "traditional leaders" within the barrio, the 
storekeepers, barbers, and labor contractors, those who were 
used to accommodating the dominant agribusiness commu
nity. The Delano churches - both Protestant and Catholic 
_ were conservative and offered no promise of help. 

Vineyards surround Delano for as far as the eye can see. 
The land is table flat. Once desert, it was settled early in this 
century by Yugoslav and Italian immigrants who brought 
with them a knowledge of vineyards and fruit orchards. They 
dug deep wells, planted the vines, and prospered. By 
midcentury the deep wells had sucked the underground 
water supplies nearly dry, but the federal and tate ~overn
ments agreed to dam the rivers in the nearby mountalOs and 
to build canals to import great quantities of irrigation water. 
This supply of (.heap water - it cost less than the energy 
charges on the dcep-well pumps - guaranteed the prOllper 
ity of the San Joaquin Vaney, 

Thc largest of the Delano area fanns was ~e. 5.()()()-ICN 
Sdwnlt-v 1 ndustrie ' ranch; the next was the DiGiorgio 

• 
108 



( " oral ion's l,lo()-IWrC SiI'II ' 1 , . 
10 or 40 (ann' "ere 0\\ Ilt' ) 'I I~tll I a 11\'1I . 1'1 

Z 
. , (( '\' lUll I' It' . 

:.anlllovlch, Hado\'wh. I.m j,l ' 11 h's " ·it! It' llla" (r f \ I , ~ ,n ,I I'l 11 I 1 11 '1 111111 
,anc, ,\lca, prOt/( , ( I,mlll,h 1'I'Ill'I' Ti '. ) ispot' Illes Ii~ g 

rangt ' in ~17.1' Iroll1 ,I f" " hlllldl I'd 'h\: ,. ll'1I Pl'ospe~' LlICiche 
acn's. 10,1 of thl' nl'iIl.11 t 11111 ' II S lip to a fe' OUs fatl ' II ~, , I'ls nH' .v th lis 

IC orl'rallOll ()\ I r In Ih l 'll ,) 1 . }-t; retired a oUsand 
J(lan" lite) hn\ I built 1' ;\I' ''m.~ I .s. J lIla ll t'cd by h

nd 
tlltned 

'011 I f I' ~ ,lilt! prOt'e' uge b 
I ( -. orage III I II1I ' . 11\1"1 market th " Ssm g plan ank 
Ihe) keep from ..!,t 1 tIl ,). (l(lO work\.' / II' Own frUit. Tots and 
lip 111 Ihe tll1l1 )f \ I' II' ,lIld ( 'Hm ' d ' s. employed, de gether 

Wilhin thi \\ rk '-)PO " r {on Ihons. pending 
It ~ ( ore I 5 00 F 'l ' . 

IInp rt d JIllo the I elmo 'Tn e' ~ Ipmo men wh 
\\ho h \' h\(>d III tJw f.mlll .'t crop 111 the late 192 0 were 
for "0 I , <l lOr camps on th D os, me 
J' rd' ~ I rs. n I rate camps t11e farm e elano far n 
()O II T Me d ers prov 'd Ills 
\\ ork 'dl a.n n Arab male workers. All If ehroom and 

n er Delano th . lot ese . 
\\'Itll Ih h. elr lome base b t th Single 

.., pe arvet· start ' · ' u ey 
1110"n n rt11 into the" ~n Ing I? the Coachella Valle mOve 
lIud 1Inm r mto D I JoaquIn Valley to Arv' thY and 
f II d e ano. The Delano h In, en in 
I, lll~:~ th Ul \\inter these men work th~~st runs into the 
th '1n ~ rUle p ~It'gins to run in the spr~~es, truning and 

Th 
commg season g, t ey prepare 

I can f '1, - . . 
III Del anu, \\ orkers wh h no _ or m -Ul h ' 0 ave established h 

IllmlllllI \\1Ul' _ e alf dozen small f omes 
" rk tht \1n an~~~. or 20 miles in any dire~7r worker 
th \\111 _ rcl . est the grapes. The· f . . on - also 
dm t t pe rv t, they prune and se amllIes work in 
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QW' Il OtJl r f rrnin or er strongly hehind 
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courted fOf her a VICe on Pdovlertyk an ethnic problems. The 
fact that she was very goo 00 ing, a~iculate, and not the 
least bit bashful added to the attraction she had for the 

tablishment. Chavez asked that she drop all of this and 
~s cuS her attention on organizing people. 
o she fought back. "I really misunderstood what he was 
doing. I thought h~ was trying to submerge my ego, but he 
wasn't ; he was t~mg to mak~ me see tha~ all of those things 
were really buUshlt. That the lmportant thmg was not trips to 
Washington, but to stay and work with the people. A lot of 
times I would misunderstand what he was trying to do, but 
also maybe it was because I am a woman. Lots of times when 
I would have an idea, I would have to fight like hell to get 
him to listen, to get the others to consider it." 

Dolores brought her seven children to Delano, established 
a home, and began working full time with the NFWA. It was 
decided Padilla, who also had a family, would stay with cso, 
but work with them in the union when he could. Padilla 
recalled, "The plan was we were going to build a union. 
Charge dues. But in order to do that we had to give the 
workers something. We decided on a service center approach 

with something like burial insurance. . 
"We must have gone to every insurance company. m 

California trying to get something the workers could pay mto 
to give the family $1,000 in hurial insuran(:e. 1 had helped 
organize a credit union through the eso in Stockton, and 1 
knew that was a very ~ood thin~. so we started to get one set 

up in Delano." . ' 
\Vhen Cesar quit eso and moved to Delano: ~e mamtamed 

close ('ontat't with the California Migrant M10lstry. In pril 
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Chav . f' d W b . k them to bring lD s~me nen s. e egan to put together 
AS house-meeting thmg, but to do that I had to have 
the thing to get them started, some immediate goal other 
sorfle . 1 . d d 't . I th the buna msurance an cre 1 umon. t needed to be 
o~ething the people could experience right away, some
~ing they could work on themselves, We decided to can a 
convention of the workers. That would be it. We chose 
Fresno, because it was centrally located, and set September 
30, 1962, as the date. That left us May, June, July, and 
August, five months to get ready." 

Using the convention as a planning goal, the NFW A staff 
_ Cesar, Dolores, Gilbert, Jim Drake, and JuliO Hemandez 
_ spread out through the valley towns, establishing 20 or 30 

house meetings. Each house meeting had its own constitu
ency; each met on a regular basis. As one house meeting grew 
too large, it was divided into two or three. Chavez, or one of 
the staff, tried to attend each meeting; they were on the road 

constantly. 
Chavez explained, "I ran these house meetings differently 

than we did in cso, because it was important for me to learn 
what the workers wanted. They had to teach me what they 
needed. I spoke very little in those first meetings, and I 

listened to what they had to say." , .' 
Drake had a hard time understanding Chavez s wllb~gness 

to listen; he didn't understand his ahility to blend mto a 
crowd and move with it. Even vears later it was difficult for 
him to explain: "Cesar really ~asn't a leader, not,then .. He 
would jnst go work in the fields with them. or he d be In • 
gnmp. hut no one reall paid much attention to him. He WII 
the mysti<.'al g\l who was around, but he was not 
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we ~erelSO talked about medical clinics, about a cooperative 
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gaSO me " 
, migration papers. 1m }\ctually Chavez had no e~ect on the wa~e structure at 
th t time; it was the AWOC stnkes that had dnven farm wage 
ra:

es 
up all over California, as farmers tried to head off unrest 

mong their own workers. But the effect helped Chavez and 
~e efforts to organize the NFW A. The house meetings were 
the basic organizational tool; the September 30th convention 
was the goal. Chavez - with Drake acting as administrative 
assistant _ Huerta, Padilla, and Hernandez drove from 
Calexico and Coachella to Salinas, and to Santa Rosa and 
Sacramento and Fresno and back to Marysville and Yuba 
City and back south to Kingsburg and Visali~. ~ach bouse 
meeting was to elect a delegate and present Its Idea.~ for a 
union at the Fresno convention. On September 3

0tb
, be

tween 25
0 

and 3
00 

NFW A members gathered to construct a 
union, to elect officers, and develop a set of operating rules 

and regulations. ' Cesar Chavez became the first president and the execuh,ve 
officer Dolores Huerta and Gilbert Padilla were elected Vlce 
presid~nts, and Antonio Orendain, a former illegal alien. 
former Bracero, and green-card immigrant. was ~lected 
secretary-treasurer. Manuel Chavez unveiled the uOlon Rag 
he had designed to symholize the farm worker stroggl

e
. ,It 

was a huge red hanner with a hlack Aztec eagle on a ,,:hite 
circle. Because he was no artist Manuel had used a straight-

us 
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. Jut also n luted th p nt a ~rf'c ti e salaries of 
116 .\ (C~tl of its own 

d effort raising additional support from churdl 
t9!f's tifl1~ a~O\lpS ' ChriS IIartmirc was devoting Virtually all 
~lld libe'~e gto La Causa. From t~e outset Chav('z steered 
f hiS tl large grants or donatIOns that had any strin<1s 

o frofl1 l' th t , h ,",' 9,vay d' he had a fee 109 a sue money would corfllpt the 
attllC?e , ocesses the workers must go throllgh if they were 
learning pr strong union. The struggle itself was important 

reate a ld h " h ' to C 'de helpers wou ave to Jom t e struggle, wOII\d 
Any ~~t~~er the hardshipS along with the workers, 
have, h'n the farm worker movement the word "organized" 

Wit I d ' d " C Ch " "recruited an trame , esar avez organized" 
means 1 d t ' " 1'k , d' 'dual vo unteers an en lre orgamzattons l e the Cali-
In IVI ,,'" 't d' t Ch ' , Migrant lnlms ry. CMM lrec or ns Hartmire ex-
I 'ned, "At first our 1 ea was to get the Protestant church forn la 'd 

p a~e involved through specific projects. We tried to do some 
~~munity organization. We had workers like Drake who 
:ere into developing community centers, water projects for 
communities that had no domestic water supply, things like 
that. But we began to see more was needed; Jim wanted to 
spend all of his time organizing, and, bit by bit, the union 

idea began to take hold." 
Hartmire hired a new migrant minister, assigned him to 

Goshen to finish that project. He moved Drake 35 miles south 
and west to Porterville, in the heart of the citrus district, 
assigned another migrant minister, Dave Havens, to Porter
ville, and then hired Gilbert Padilla to help Havens and 
Drake build a farm worker organization separate from, but 
parallel to, the NFWA. The project had Chavez's blessing; any 
workers the new farm labor project organized would eventu-

ally be merged into the NFW A. 
First Drake and Havens were sent to Chicago for six weeks 

to work with Saul Alinsky and observe his methods. Drake 
said, "Alinsky had a lot of different projects, and we would 
spend a couple of days at one, then another. We were being 
used as volunteers, but then we couldn' t see what was really 
happening. I couldn't make any connection between whit 
they were doing and what we were going to try to do 
California. 

117 



"The only thin~ J think thaI hll'I" j .. _ ,( 1\l '( , 
kind of radicaliz('d lIS, 'VI' \\ ('I(' .11\~l\' ' .. ,\:~s til(' c);. 
time \\'c didn'l "now " hat "\' ";'r ', ' JUI:lhon'll IYII~cri('nce 
. , I J " I ( I Olllg C <> J S at 

J;lVlIlg II mll(, 1 uJr\'chnll 'I'\,;\IIS\' Ill' W " " esar w the 
survival . . . hilt the !!ll\' \\ Ill) s:H\'d II" t'II

S 
IIp to his e

as 
nOt 

• ". It.' m ar 
from going ofT tl.lt' \kl'p I'nd. was Gil Parii who ke ~ ill 
opened nn oml (' III l'Nkrnlk. Someolle I d

1 
a. Gil a

P 
d Us 

should tl) to" r" with the gnnn' r church ~~ta d~Cided Dav I 
to halance our I'n*'I't. SI) hI' worked out of V· bhshlhent s'd e 
-set up gil' nd (1i l C(.l·op : " I:" were t rying t ~salia, Gil an~ ~ 
5('/,\'1('( to thl f"l\.'\)pk. " 'e were charging ~le~d Ways to get 
du • for Illl rt' ,, (m, C:"\"t' ll though Cesar wa h $z a month 
J d

'd '. L S C argO g\l~ \\" 1 11 t thmk about money, much It lUg $3·50 
tJ

' 1 .. Wase' . 
\I to gn e lin!! ,IW:\Y, )ecause we were not de en aSler for 
f nn \\ rJ.:cr III ne\'. Cesar used to chide the h fi dent uPOn 
that. H \\ tning to teach us a lesson but e do~t of us for 
t 

" - , we Idn't k 
I. now 

"It \\ craz) time. The A woes had their thin o' 
Lon shorem n and the Teamsters both g ~ lUg, the 
o ili' . faro I b were trylOg to d 
m 109 10 1 a or. the American Friends h d a 

I bor project. and there we were tryin to or . a a farm 
and, at the same time, we were hel in g gamze ~ union, 
trik in the Wood 'II d P g some people m a rent 

\\ ere run b) the co~~tye to~ th~i~~ fa~Dlabkor c~mps that 
T finan lli ers, ra e saId. 

talked th Porte~~e\\~ e~odrt in farm labor Hartmire had 
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I mp amt willi th U S f u tu on ili \\ a I' e. . Department 0 
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. n's govcrnin~ hoard continlled to Sl1pport Drake 
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de tern wa 1 .p Ollt 
'fhis pat CMM as its inVO vcmcnl. grew, hut the national 
of the, bodies of the Preshytcnans, Mcthodists, Episcopa. 
govtlrnl~~ others continued to provide hoth f\lndin~ and a 
lians, a for the farm workers. 

I· forum 'k f d . 
P

ub Ie • 's first stn e was orce upon It. The skil1ed r ""'" ]'IFW.... ' ose 
p.e who budded and grafted plants on the la 
kers th f D 1 rge war erdal rOse farms sou 0 e ano were dissatisfied. 

co~J1l had not had an incr~ase in wages for years, their 
'fh y. conditions were gettmg worse, and they were going 
wor~:1~. They contacted Ch avez, and a strategy session was 
to ~ d Padilla brought Drake to the meeting with Cesar and 
~!l~r~s and the leaders of the rose workers. Cesar explained 

the rose workers the NFW A was not strong enough to 
to tain a big strike effort, H e pointed out that the growers in 
~~ area were already .a~prehensive because Ai Green and 
the A woes were orgamzmg workers nearby, in other crops. 
Any picket lines, any red-flag waving, might cause more 
problems than it would solve, The rose workers nodded in 
understanding, but they pressed their plea for help and that 
request could not be ignored. 

A strategy was worked out: The workers would simply not 
show up for work; there would be no picket lines, no strike 
activity; they would just stay away, and their demands would 
be simple: a small wage increase and a few changes in 
working conditions. The plan was based on the fact that 
these workers were so skilled they would be hard to replace, 
and if they did win, the victory would holster the NFWA 

organizing efforts. 
IndiVidually, the NFWA staff began visiting the rose workers 

at home, in the evenings, talking to them, getting ~e~ to 
agree they would stay home, they would boycott their JObs. 
On the morning sct for the work boycott, each NFWA s~ 
memher went out hefore dawn to check on tlle workers 
homes; if they saw lights on, they knocked on tlle door aad 
a~k('d if tht~ people were going to work. They got emMr-
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dent upon Hrcu'eros; they used Filipinos I 

b
een depenho had established residency in the United Stant ( 

. al1S w t 11 th a es ~1e'(1C I d documents 0 a ow . em to move across th 
or whO; grape growers offered the Filipinos $1.25 an h e 
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agree d 
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The success of s~~h st~ikes. was not uncommon. If the 
farmers were in a cntlCal Situation, they would give in; if not, 
they would hold out. When the grape harvest ,:"as completed 
. coachella and the workers moved north, mto the Arvin 
10 ea the grape farmers there offered $1.25 an hour plus 10 

~~nt~ a box for field packing. The Filipinos again struck, hut 
this time the growers held fast and it was the workers who 
had to give up. There was little in these A woe eHorts to give 
any indication that the history of farm labor was about to 
change, that the maneuverings of the Filipino grape workers 
were setting the stage for the Delano grape strike. 

Chavez was working hard to build a solid foundation under 
the NFWA. He needed more time to build up the union's 
strength, to create service centers, medical clinics, and an 
organizational structure that could sustain the strike battles 
that would ultimately have to be fought. La Causa was 
attracting volunteers from the Civil Rights Movement, and 
Chavez put them to work on the staff, much as Alinsky had 
put Havens and Drake to work in Chicago. The volunteers 
took care of the routine, they cranked the mimeograp~ 
machines, stuffed the envelopes, ran the errands. C~sar an 
Dolores spent most of their time with the house meetmgs and 
with the urhan efforts to raise more support for . the 1 ~ 

Havens, Drake. and Padilla had gotten deeply m~o v 
the Woodville and Linnell farm labor camp rent strikes. 
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waO e ' 1 thO W ' 'fhey 11y didn t p an a mg. e Just told the workers to 
"We rea .' d h .t until they saW uS charryfimg s~gns an s outing and then to 

wal t That was t erst time we ever used the word 
walk au, 'We [Drake, Padilla, Huerta, Chavez, Eisher and 
'httelga'tWO other volunteers1 made up the huelga sign~ and 
one or ut. We still h ave a picture somewhere of Cesar 
wen~ 0g there, by his old Volvo, with the huelga sign. He 
sta~ ; so forlorn, with the cars whizzing by like crazy." 
l00'f~e strike succeeded in pulling all the workers out of the 
Nt tin vineyards. But when the workers walked out no one 
f a:n the NFW A h ad any idea what to do with them. They 
r~re allowed to drift away, to take other jobs, and wait the 

:uteome of the strike. Each morning before dawn the NFWA 

staff would assemble by the ranch entrances and form its own 
picket line. Drake said, " It never even occurred to us that it 
should be the workers doing the picketing." 

Strikebreaking crews - including a farm labor co-op 
started by the American Friends Service Committee - were 
brought into the vineyards to finish the work. Drake ex
plained: "The service committee had lost control of the 
co-op; the guy that took over was an ex-labor contractor. He 
got the crews together and broke the strike. On August 28th 
we had a meeting and decided we were going to give up. It 
wasn't very hard to call it off since we never had any of the 

workers on the picket line to begin with. 
"Because the strike had been such a disaster we agreed 

that we should never hold any more strikes, not for at least 
two or three years. Cesar got up and said this was a vow. 
Dolores agreed. We were not going to organize any more 

strik " es. failure in 
Cesar does not remember the Martin Ranch 1_ . ed "Of une we .,.. 

qUIte such dramati<: term . He agre , co 
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I 3dl " hilI \\'(' got an :1\\ fHI Int f" , 
J 

' "I (\ Illslgl t ' I wa~ ,ml a Itt C 01' 'I lik" I " 1 l1\to \ I 
f 

" , • I. ,1111 "I' , V lat h 
lillie 1 mlo II. )011 h;l\ ' I' tl) It'll' I leaH\' h' lapp 

. ' ' I 11 111 WI '\t tl ' ,I( \) ' t ened 
"Brtm ,Inlo.(' and tl1l' n'w 'tn'" " Ie tilll Pllt th ' 

llJorl'('~u, to gl'l r(';II-I\ " , 1 ,I' "It' still need ed
of 

the J at 
" , I "Ill" t lat w e ab ' b 

I II \\ orJ..('r h,ld \ ()JIlt' tt) liS S') \ I e werell 't OUt t ' , , " \ \ '\ t (' ld te \Va 
AWO organi7l'r" It lioWl ;U1d ( .' Ou We do?" ady, b .. k 1 ~ .ml1es sta d ' 4t 

wor 'er '. tIl') llllHI'd north from Co' ye With the 
north a am II) Detmo. ltliol1lY h' d acheUa to A grape 

t 
C h L"1 to <l made D I tvi\) quar cr lor t t' r I lpmo A woe L } Beano th and 

the onl" vi bit' ,Troup \\;thin th°
ca

. y 1965 this I e head. . ~ 'k'::' e A WOC E ocal \V 
n'lll 1n:t' \\ as mt'ffective the F'}' " ven thou h as 

When th \' Jllo\t'd north to'D I Ilpmos didn't g,g the 
h
" e ano they , IVe U 

J -40 n our and :!5 cents a b Th agam dellla d P, 
ffi red 1.2 < nd 1<; cents take 't OX'I e Delano gran ed 

ltl' ' v , I or eave 't Th wers 
8 \ I n!! ome problems The F'I " I. e challen 

\'ulne ble because they we;e old s ~ Ip;nos were especiafi
e 

~p on the farms, These Dela~o l~~~ men who lived i~ 
\n nt r home for 30 vears If th ps had been th ' d .' ey struck . f th etr 
an t lip a picket line, where would th~ I li e? walked out 

i tli n(1 finall)' came.th y ve. , I up WI a strategy· If th 
SImp \ refused to go to work if th . . e Filipinos 
"hat amounted t~ a sit-do\~ t2 st:led m their camps in 
sh ked into paying the de~and:d : growers might be 
,greed to by the sit-in Th age. The workers 
ImmedLately. threatening' t ~ growers retaliated almost 
"rk did not go back intZ ~ ut. down the camps if the 
t I a\ th camp on e vmes. The Filipinos refused 
K pt mber 10, 1965 r:.:~~a'~~;~ks. Newspaper headlines on 

m Fi Ids" • , TI e Idles 1,000 Workers in 

Th fann ~ u d B n er pre sure f th 
La~~r manag r of the San rom .e A woe imported Joe 
II nd ::~.:u. h adquartercd i!oa~U1~ Valley Agriculture 

a
nm,..., f -f ('ed man w'th resno, Brosmer a tall 

ilia 
I an ' IT' , r n m fann a )1 Ity to make reporters 

bI il ~ th troubled wa~~ , l~an to spread his brand of 
limlon" ndm "ork rs at $' farmer were having no 

ner lIIlated )() \\,~~~~ a ll hour and 10 cents a 
r wcr taying in the 
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sing to go to :,ork; ~)\It he said the fact that the 
aJI'lps, re~ blished a picket line was a sign there w ' y 

I
e ad !lot eS garowers listened to Brosrner and believed th~S no 
1 'l'he Id IS Was 
trike, . 'dent that wou soon pa<;s. ' 
~ (J1i!lOr .Int Hliong and the Filipinos had no real s 

certaIn ~oc superstructure; Al Green had a real d' ~Ipport 
the J\ if k' b lsmter-

fro(J1 h grapes and was 0 war mg ehind the scenes' th 
est in t ~th Jim Smith, of JOint Council 38 of the lnte~a~n e1 

'truS WI T t S 'th d G JOna CI herhood of earns ers. ml an reen were from the 
Brot , 1 s County labor movement; even if they W 

StahlllS. a~llY on the outs because of their affiliations they ~red 
teC [lIC . . t T ,a decided to operate a Jom ~ woc- eamster drive to organize 
the citrus groves and pa~kinghouses. The move had a touch 
of desperation on Gree~ s part; he fe~t he had to come up 

.th a sizable dues-paymg membershIp to convince Meany 
Wid the executive council the AFL-CIO $l-rnillion investment 
~n farm labor was worth while. As far as Green was 
~ncerned, the Filipinos were on their own. 

The NFW A had had no part in planning the grape strike. 
Drake said, "I don't know if Cesar knew at the time that the 
Filipinos were about to go out on strike, but he was making it 
very clear he did not want any more strikes, not then," 

Cesar was apprehensive. Twice in recent months he had 
found his fledgling organization had been spread too thin; it 
was far too weak to take on even a small strike, There was no 
way they could prepare for a major strike with the table
grape growers. He knew the A WOC did not have the unlimited 
support of the AFL-CIO; since 1959 it had repeatedly demon
strated its inability to sustain a strike and tum it into anything 
more permanent than a small pay hike. The AWOC had no 
broad base of support and its parent body - the AFL-C~O 
Executive Council- had shown all too frequently Its 
willingness to throw in the towel. 

Padilla explained: "We were a movement, se~. ~ 
AFL-CIO tried to organize farm labor. but the~ couldn t do It 

because they didn't know what they were domg. They: 
a ~ot of money, they had 17 organize,rs and, cars. the 
thmg. But ",,-hat is a fann worker? Nmety-elgbt perceat 
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Ch,cano. SOIll(' arl' FT . 
Filjpjno.~ hccam<' th ' } ~' ll . 'I:'l1lh . Bill II II . ('I'PIl1I\S I . I 1(', (' 

Ie camps. \\ here th l , 11 ' II . 1.1\ 110 ('0" OlJ1dn't d" ( \\('1' II 'lllll ' ~( . not IlIlo(,,.,tand that. Ildt It') gOing t~n'ty , If ttel 
the 

J II ano .. SOIJlt'tilll(', _ r i .. the l'OH1 '~l .go? l'h eYleft 
th('n. I II n I realh. UnIty __ e I\\v 

.. ~ . accept th eVen oc 
~(,f' . \ \I 11;1\ I' I() han' som' .' e Pili the 

of .solldaril" • ntl '\'11 '1" l kmd of lllOVe PInos 
tllrnk II h I;J .Ul\ thill<T toO~ l'Oll~llltlnity. You 7nt

, same k' 
organi7cr II 1'1(' AnA~)s I t~ .";th the fact th nOw? I d Inct 
Illan < 11\ lilt'. I Ihil;l :t' lin" Anglos can at mOst A,~n 't 
. . I was the orga' ""'oc 
tflllte tht dUt's' ,lIld that \~'as it ;;; they tried n~~e better 

It' • nn \I or ker was the tllird' e average ed I . I,t Was 

under t. nd what the hell the grade, and the ,ucahon of 
Thl \\a~ the kind of think' A~C was all aboIt J,us

t 
didn't 

. ~\, '.e del" minds. but I~~ereat was running ;hrou 

,\,{PO~lI1g the AWOC strike Th was no questio ghb
the 

lien It bee b . e only . n a 0 . rune 0 \1ous the old F'l" ISSue was "h ut 
n t crOlng to !!i\'e th I Ipmos in th ow?" stn ~ up. e NFW A decamps 

I . ranches and detail' rna e up a Byer list' Were 
gro\\ er reactions, El \1: I . mg some of the d tng the 
tnke, printed Jack r:: ~rza~o detailed the Awo~m~ds and 

breaker, and _ mor n on s odious definition SI e of.the 
wlitin~ of P Lee ~o the point -Ii t d of a stnke· 
Ii h ope 0 XIII on th ,s e some of th 
ia\ e::nO;~iZ~ into labor uni~n~~bt~ct of workingmen'~ 

t eth r to d e. ''''':''A; on September I e pressure was on 
for a trike \' eclde If they should ask th4th he called his staff 
th ru rube ~te. The taff decided the . e NFW A membership 
16th 1 xi nl), ~nd a meeting \ ... a~ schls~ur ~hOuld be put to 

Th parish h n e~ndence Day, e u e for September 

I I no " all III Our Lad f 
th Id 1ll1J~ nt~; leaflets wer:w~ittGlladalupe Church in 
p ~l ~raph, an agenda was

en 
and cranked out on 

t hon h ere called in to th ,drafted and refined 
. av Z d e new· . ' 

lid nt \ 'unt an Eugene Nelson ~apers, radIO, and TV 

tbt-\ uld talL: th r<i. - drove south t B.okne?f the college 
moon.... Clr way into som~ f I) a ersfield, to see if 

ree radio spot announee-
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. g would he a real test of Chavez's leadershl' If 
rlleeun k ,·h d . p. «'he I" b r of farm wor ers s owe up at the meet' , 

p' 1m e ld m~ It 
large nl t certain they WOli vote for a strike, The N" 

a , ...... os t 'd rWA ,"as alJ "

d 
lunteers went ou mto a ozen farm w k 

V" 0 vo k or er 
stalf a 'ties urging wor ers to come to Delano for th 

.... muOI e 
CO'" , /!leet10~ day of the meeting the parish hall wa~ decorat d 

00 e
ters 

of Emiliano Zapata, the Mexican revolution e 
'W pos d ' d fi ' , f ary 'III 'th Jack Lon on s e mbon 0 a strikebreaker w'th 

he~Ohu~~ red huelga banner with the black eagle on the'w~ite 
~ 1 A t dusk the crowds began to gather , By various count" 
eIre e. ~ d h' .', am 1,200 to 1,500 men, women, an c lldren showed up, 
~he parish hall was. crowded to overflowing, people packed 
the doorways and,wmdows and crowded around outside. The 
eople were eXCIted;, they wanted to rebel, to rise up in 

~efiance. Gilbert Pa~hlla open~d the meeting and introduced 
the speakers. Antomo Orendam led the crowd in the ·'tit:a,~" 
_ the shouts of "Viva la Huelga!" "Viva la Causa!" "Vit:(l 

Cesar Chavez!" 
The crowd was enthusiastic, eager to learn. And, as each 

speaker finished, the crowd took up its newfound voice: 
"Viva la Causa! Viva 1a Huelgal" The history of the AWOC 
strike was related; Padilla argued that any strike action must 
be nonviolent. Chavez was introduced. Cries of "Viw Cesar 
Chavez!" filled the hall. He warned the workers of the 
seriousness of the step they were taking; he reempha~ized 
the practical need for nonviolent action, he reiterated briefly 
the history of the insurrection 155 years earlier in the 
Mexican state of Guanajuato that led to Mexican independ-

ence from Spain. . . 
The emphasis was on the Mexican workers hlst?ry of 

rebellion against tyranny. Then Chavez be?an c~nmg on 
individuals to speak. Who was there from M,choaean? Who 
from Tamaulipas? From Chihuahua? One after another, m~n 
w~ose roots lay deep in Mexican traditi~n~ got up to recIte 
bnefly why they felt the strike should. ~ lomed. A man :: 
who had been in Pixley in 1933 remmlsced about the 
cotton strikes: "All we wanted was to eam enough moDI)' 
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hll . food for 0111" falllili", I . 'a\\ t \\ o ,t" 
mr H n ' t" ,', • • • ,I't \\ ' , ' s n"t'rs 'II • ' .11 I' ,t ill ' nlllr I ~t l whmt'rgl'd, ,1111 tlnm II' I .. III the s" ( crcd h 

Ti
l' . " "11(, 1 ' ef 

\(' em" d " a, (',,('itl'l! \ Pace tOre • • lin n H Od 
a,~('d for II 'tnk,' " ,)It' II ,~ , csponsive ay, ! I • 1\ \ mer 1 . Wh 
HUH s. HIIII t hl'lr \'(lic(' s TI . \\ lehningl en Ch 

/llir/ga! UII l::,a!" and lw;yan 1~'~ ,tl~h<l1~ tcd: "Hl~l raised ~e,~ 
TI I ~ t ( ap I1l rh h gal It e'r 

"

,I)" ?f " \ ' \1)11 d join I he \ woc. yt m . . tle/ga! 
It'll. 

Chan'z prl'\,:ukd on the . r II . eager work . 
TO m\lll!:! " h1l1dil\ . St'lltembe ' . tl e l s to Wait ) d be:l I 2 () 1. Several ' Until h 
111 tt t one first: Letters had to Important t e 

puttlll!:! thl' lll on notice a meet' . be mailed to things 
d 

" mg WIth Al G grow 
arran~t . Chm Hartmire and oth . h reen had ers, 
l>eJ!ln th I £ els ad to b' to b '" e . earl' 1 lor support both . e given t' e 
upplie of f~. clotlling, an'd gasoi:!~rms of people ~~~ ~o 

The meetm<T with Al G n t be '" reen was set 
p em r 19th. in the Stardust Motel . up for Sunda 

arne alone. Cesar said .oW t Id h ' m Delano. G Y, , " k ,e 0 1m we I' reen 
a ,omt n e, ~uggesting a jOint strike fu d

WOU 
d like to have 

to "ork under him, but he turned us d n . ,yVe even offered 
Drake also attended th . Own. 

get AI t e meetmg He said "c o agree to a joint strike t' th . ' esar tried to 
~ntract \\ith tIle growers Witto:~ 'th at neIther could sign a 

wanted the mone" [st 'k fu e consent of the other 
trym to pu h Green i~ to s~r:e kinds] split. evenly, Cesar w~ 
th hlcanos and Fil i inos nd o~ ul11ty caucus between 
fill Idea, hut refu d p . , . Green saId he thought it 

h 
se to SIgn anyth ' " was a 

a\ z added "II ' mg. 
11 t tJ h ' e told us th t d kedl u On e Was not allowed' a un e~ the AFL-eIO 

him for a no-raidin 1 to do anythmg like this. I 
" me" ~ re along the Wa g pact - I was afraid that 

QCuJdn t, even go for that~' he would sabotage us - but he 
n d' ' , 15Ion now a 

SlIlJI!k-. ID th d tiny of thtia':s to he one of the turning 
. rdUlated trik fi workers union. Instead of a 

I Own I . nanced· I d ' peop ,th Dela an< Ifected by the 
no gra('\h t 'k "" S n c was really two 
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F
'l 'pin0 ",woes led hy ltHong against ten (Trow . 

t
he II Cb 'b b e~ 'I<es, led by > avez agamst t e remainin<T 

strd the !'IF""'" b 3
0 

[1l1 yardS. 
vlOe 

CHAPTER SEVEN: DELANO 
GRAPE STRIKE 

d 
wn on Monday, September 20,1965, the National Farm 

Ata .' " dth DI workers ASSoclatIO~ Jome e e ano grape strike. But it 
d'd so slowly and WIthout much of the enthusiasm displayed 
d~ing the September 16th meeting. From the very begin
ning it was ob~iOUS Cesar Chavez's assessment had been 
correct: The umon was not ready for a major offensive. The 
NFWA claimed a membership of 2,000 families, but these 
worker families were scattered all over the farming areas of 
California and no one knew for sure how many were active, 
how many would - or could - quit work and walk the 

picket lines. 
For newsmen covering those early days of the strike it was 

also quite obvious the NFW A was different from either Al 
Green's A woe or the A woe Filipino local in Delano. The 
Awoe Stockton headquarters staff was a stereotype of the 
labor movement bumbling through one of its periodiC 
exercises of conscience. The Filipino A woes, on the other 
hand, were using tactics reminiscent of the old lWW anar
chist-socialist movement; they struck like guerrillas, sought 
pay hikes but no union recognition. . ' 

Under Chavez's leadership the NFWA was making a r~dl~a1 
departure from these farm labor traditions. Instead of dnfting 
with the seasons, calling hit-and-run strikes that sometiJnM 
succeeded in pushing wages up, but more often enct:ct 
busted heads and jailed pickets, Chavez was atteiDpt' I 
build a permanent , broadly based organization. The 
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h d a ('reoit union \\ ith $2,'),nnn of ',"01!;., f 
d m . ' . t r lind ' union hao rente ()III(,C~ 11\ 't"eral fal'tllit S 1l1Vested, 

c~tahli~h('o ~en' ICl' ('('nk,", and a $ t 000 1 l~ towns' the 
, )\Irlal' alld I>wgram . Insur 

I I ' · ( ' I allce From I )(' "cry wgmnlll!-! l;l\'t'Z made it lai 
\\'a~ to lw H Iota II\' indcpt'ndt'nt. service 0 ~ n the Nt-.. 

' I 'I] - I'tented . "' ... TllO\('IlH lit. 8 1I1(l\ t'111t~n I )11l t al1(l controlled b th worker 
womcn who" ()rkt 't1 tM "ages on the farm. Y e Illen alld 

~ fonl 11 .. I ,f()lt' tht' grape strike started, the NFW 

application hi tht' Office of Economic 0Pport ~ made 
Slso(l,ooo. Llltl!' or nothing was known about the ~~ty for 
8ll l>li :ation \lutmie the FW A and OEO headqua t grallt 

TI l" , I' ers ' \\ hinglon, n c. le app lcation - wntten by a b ' III 
25- \ t r-oJd "tan ford University graduate named eWaUhfuJ 

• th th endy -oellel - Prof )~ed e FW A as e delegate agenc 
f k t ' Y to dC"e] p ml wor -er coopera l:e ~tore, a co-op auto repair 

~ara c - \\lth reldent mechaIlIc lllstructors - and a full 
ran of con, tlmer protection-money management trainin 
cou for worker families. Under the OEO grant the NFW~ 
would al - t up community water- and sewer-development 
proj t!. citizenship-training classes, and voter-registration 
cffi rts. Ever)' project or class was to be staffed by farm 
\\ ork trained for the work. 

l'naware of the ~FWA'S being drawn into the strike, OEO 

offi la1s in Washington blue-penciled the co-op store and 
uto r parr projects. hut they approved a $267,000 grant to 

fund th remainder of the proposal. The NFWA staff was both 
Jubilant and perplexed. The oEO-funded programs could be 
used to h Ip workers to huild a strong union but there was 
lItt] d ubt that, once the :>OFWA was committed to the strike, 
th fun<h; would be withdrawn. 

Th probl m was an agonizing one. Chavez had learned 
6n.1 10 0 nard - where the Bracero issue had welded the 
" rk r.i mto fOR'e trong enough to effect change _ and 
tht-. nth J. D. Martin Ranch _ where weakness and lack 

pi nnm had doomed the trike _ that the issue of wages 
aIOilk' not nough to u tain a strike. Yet wages were the 

1 u raised hy the Filipinos. Even so, there really 
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, f r the Nl''WA; not to support the strike hOlce 0 
other c " , 

was 0
0 
thinkable, '1 n the nationalIstlc feelmgs generated 

was u
O 

lying heav~ ~~exican Independence Day) and Mexi-
flY r~ernber 16t s irit, the NFWA had mustered 1,200 to 

bY se~volutiona~ Jote rally. Once there, the workers left no 
ca

o 
r for the stnk~ 'oin the strike. The staff worked hard to 

l ,5
00

t they wante tos] irit, but, by the follOWing Monday 
daub, the huelg

a
, Pm generated during the strike rally had 

ta
1n 

thuslas 'd h suS 'ng the en 1 J'm Drake remembers he arnve at t e ornl , 'derab y. 1 b "1 
(1'1 oed conSl treet headquarters at a out 3:30 A,M,: 

w
a
, 's Albany S b t 100 workers gathered around the 

un~~ there ,wer~ a ;~r cars, waiting, and talking, I know 
~ e standlllg Yf than we had said would go out on 
OllIe , lot ewer ' ld 

were a d for awhile hopmg more wou there hung aroun , 
'k so we 

stfl e, " , , , 1 ' 
shoW up, dented an old store bUlldmg m a ow-mco~e 

The NFWA ha \he extreme southwest comer of the City, 
neighborhood o~ building sat on a corner; the address was 
The battered 0 the street, to the south, were grape 

2 Albany. Across I open field that was planted 
l?ne ards, to the west a arg:~f the NFWA building had been 
~as~nally to cotton

k
, Th~ !~~n damage patched with plyboard, 

d in by a true an 
cave , d 1 bb or 
but never repane 'h' d f the building was an open 0

1 
~ d 

Inside the front t lr ,0 'n chairs, a long table ?~ e 
bl hall strewn With foidl g A I g counter diVIded assem Y , , tt butt cans. on ffi d 

ith leaflets and clga~e e- rabbit-warren 0 ces an 

;is ,Plart ~f tt:db~;~~n;a!:r!~eand bange~;~::ae~~l~~t~! 
cubiC es ,a . h to hold nails. Every w '. nd Pancho 
anything ngid enoug f Zapata and Che a , that 
board, covered by posters ~e numbers, a placard not~neg farm 
Villa, lists of names and Pg~0$3.50 to $5.50 an hor ~~i~nteers 
industrial workers avera hour messages or ough 
workers struggle for $1·4° an, wid.out staying long en 

, d d gone agam 
who had arnve an , hem mall-watt 
for mail to catch up WIth t . the glare of naked. s blend 01 

In the dark before dawn,~n ld chaotic, a strange 
light hulhs. the plal'e seeme co , 
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Ml' 'jean farm workers and long hairl'd boys and . 
ill hag£O', faded old clothes. Tht', trkd t 1 gIrls dr 

I I · 0 ook b eSse.' lIll\\'orried, )tIt t It' . \\ aIling "as not easy. W. us)' an \l 
workers showmg up It Sl'l'lllt'd tIll' strike Was d 111 So f d 

d l' I \ f oOll1ed b elv it rea II . starte fOJ tIl' "IF" \ . ew minutes b f efo 
Cha\'e7 suggested thc\ had waited long enough.e S~re 4 i\.~~ 
hcr.~ w('re as. Igncd to kad groups of pickets aff I'llel\), 
geographic ;ueas \\ithin the strike zone. They Were ~~s~ariOus 
to stay awa, from tho. e ten ranches already unde' ~cted 
the A ~\()( u;lle " the Filipinos asked for help. I strtke by 

Drake .ud. "I had the McFarland area with E ifa . 
Camacho. Camacho knew some more guy~ tha.t he gotPOutn~o 
Iwd and we drove south, maybe five or SIX miles to a I f 

, . . ' P ace where he knew they w~uld be pICki~g that morning." 
TIlt' procedure \Va SImple: The bPIhc~edts loaded up fOur Or 

five to a car and fanned a caravan e III the picker captain. 
At thl first location. scouted the day before, the picket line 
\\'a et lip at the farm entrances, and as the workers came 
dri\ing in, they were urged to turn around, to Withhold their 
labor from this one ranch. They could work elsewhere. Some 
tUTlJed away because they supported the strike, some because 
they wanted no trouble, some drove through the picket 
line. 

B ' midmorning the picketing at the entrances had had as 
much effect as it was going to, so the caravan loaded up and 
follo\\lng the leader, they drove the back roads, crisscrossing 
th flat \ineyardlands, searching for another crew at work. 
\\11en one was potted, the cars were parked across the road 
from th Yineyard and the picket line was re-formed. 

Th pIcket carried handmade signs, most were black and 
" hit \\ith a ingle word or two: HUELGA [strike) or 
K H'IROL AF ERA [scab, stand aside). The word "es
qlliro/" li terally means "strikebreaker" but within the NFWA 

I i ~n it ha taken on the pejorative meaning, "scab." 
On~., 011 th> pH:kl!t line the huelgistas began to chant and 

11 ut "" iga, IlIlclf!/l. Illidga ,. and " lJay huelga aqui" and 
\ t>d t1H'ir iO'os back anti forth. If the workers were near 

th d\\ \, the iJucluista.s trif'd to cajole and argue them 
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Mass picketing at White River Farms. 
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Pfwto by George Ballis 

· 5 but if the workers were far back in the Ii ld 
t of the vlo: lled the word " Huelga!" and tried by m~t' s, 

all . ketS Y th ' I Ion tlt
e 

piC t hrases to coax e esqutTO~~ to come closer, to 
."d shard IP ten to tbe arguments of the strike. 
"" an IS h ' f d' c
oJlle 

farmer or IS oreman Iscovered the pickets th 
•• then a h d' . ey V'" d like nervous seep ogs, .pacmg and scurrying about, 

reacte and nippmg, both bossmg the sheep and tryin to 
yipping te whatever danger lurked out beyond the flock \n 
intirn! a r the foreman drove their pickup trucks furiousl e 
f rJlIer a d b'r d . Y up ~d down farm r~akst' dOl mg .fustht up on the picket lines, 
a I running pIC e s own I ey stood their gro nd 
near Yently the farmer would drive up, skid to a stop J'~ . 
frequ d th 1 1 ' mp out of a picku!?, an en sow y, menacingly, confront the 
strikers. Sometimes two or three farmers would stand, arms 
folded, and glower. Some foremen were verbally insulting. 
Some of the picket~ r~t~med the i~sults , others seethed in 
anger; many were mtImldated, realizing they had made an 
aggressive move ~nd the farmer was marking them down in 

some little blackhst book. 
When workers in the vines heard the shouts of the 

huelg
istas 

they would stand up, look, and listen, then talk 
briefly among themselves, return to work, only to look up 
again. Obviously the workers were disturbed and uncertain. 
And such signs were quickly picked up by the strikers, who 
would increase the pressure and focus on those workers who 

seemed the most uncertain. 
Drake recalled the first day: "We were picketing this place 

in the wine grapes. 1'd never seen them picking for wine 
before. It was awful. They picked into buckets and pans and 
dumped them in gondolas that were pulled down the row 
by tractor. The workers were covered with juice and grime, 
and the gnats and flies were everywhere. It was really awful 

work. "We had just pulled up and started yelling at them when 
the whole crew just walked out. That was one of the most 
impressive things I have ever seen. It was like they had ~een 
waiting for us. Every single worker came out of the v~ne~, 
right to us. We were flabbergasted, and we really dldo t 
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fro
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h

:J>en )' come across to th . arte . A few indiv'd SIp aWay 
t trike in the .' e stnke. Some of tho 1 uals would 
the 20th Oth pansh hall on the 16th b se who voted fo 

. er worke' ecame' r 
ntinued to w k rs qUIetly jOined the esqutrols on 
Y later or on ranches where th NFW A at night, but 

Chavez would t 11 ere were no p' k 10 e another writer: lC ets. 

pi Jcet line is wh 
I UTe\' hI ere a man makes h' 
th m e the longer he's on th . IS commitment, and it 

ffiltrnent A I e pIcket Ii h "hen nobod ' ot of workers k ne, t e stronger 
y th rna e the ' . 

don't m bael
e 

em; they just leave IT. commitment 
III front of II , But YOll get a <TI' h' the Job and they 

a th th ..,~y w 0 10 f f th m h ngh 0 er guys th ront 0 e boss 
tout t th ,rows do h' ' 

gu\ , and that' th Ie 0 e picket line ~h ,:"n IS tools and 
pte I Ime a ~ md We have out o~ th at I~ an exceptional 
human utlful thmo I e stnke . . . oh the 

m . P 1 I'>' Jecause it d ' 
rt"Ino ed th P ial strik ~s something to a 

t 
e \ '101 ne Th es with violence and 

"aredoi . en 01 • n ou lenow pe p e begin to under-
• and after that they are 

f 
're not afraid of that kind of thing, then 

A d i yOU fr
aid

. "II 'd f guns. If you have a gun and they lthe 
ot a hal 0 f . nh d h 

II 're not a then you can he n"",tene ecause it 
yO~ersJ do too: n of who gets shot first. But if you have no 
f)ll"" questJo becomes a e have one, then - well, the guy with the glln has 
dlIf1 and th Y

d 
cision to make than you. You're just there, and 

b-_ harder e tho a lot him to do some mg. . . 
it'S op to 

violence has always been the avowed policy of 
While ?O~rike action, there have been problems in making 

the !'I~7cs work. In the heat of confrontation, pickets and 
th~t ~eakers find it is not enough to cuss each other so they 
stJlk~ f r rocks and clods; a picket loses his temper and 
rea de ~to a ranch foreman, swinging his picket sign as a 
\Va eS 1 • h "d' ". k f 

b A 
farmer carrymg a s otgun IS arms pIC ets 0 their 

du . k th ' . f d b ike signs, stac s e signs agal.nst a encepost, an lows :em apart with a blast from hiS shotgun. An old Filipino 
wo

c 
walking a picket line sees three farmers standing by the 

~oad; he deliberately gets in his old pickup and drives full 
speed at the farmers, bowling them over, breaking one 

farmer's leg. Pablo Espinosa, one of the United Farm Workers' strong-
est supporters, explained that in those early days of the strike 
he would not go close to a picket line: "There was no strike 
where I was working [in September), I usually go for the 
gondola [wine harvest) where the money comes faster. It is 
hard work, but the money comes faster. I heard about the 
union, but I was afraid. I didn't think I could take any crap 
from the growers. Like I have heard they push you around, 
from the sheriff and the growers, they spray sulfur on you, 1 
thought I could never take that." 
. ~t the time Espinosa was part of a large migr~t family 

hvmg in the Woodville farm labor camp. in the tm shacks 
owned by the Tulare County Housing Authority, Espinoea 
was one of the rent strikers. "When Manuel Chavez Used to 
come to our meetings, Gilhert and Jim Drak~ an~ those py! 
would give us reports on what was happeOlng m De .... 
Wanted very lllu<.'h to go over there and watch. 1 bid --



�c('n anylhing like that, "011 J..nn" I ' l' J II 
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, 11 callst' I I cxas. rt'8 \'" anted 10 I (llll(' oul hul I ' . ,'ad COl11e f 
take it. And lIlt'\' Inld Ille, '11' 'nil J ) " 

I 
�hdl) t think I rOlll 

I 
• lI( 11 I 1 \  n k could t ll'n 'ou ,hollldn I l!ll, yllll should hcl 

you can take i COlll'CIllIg food and monl'\' III <\mthin 1 , . p the union 1 t, 
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Il Il t "nll\\ am IhllllT 'IIll)llt a . 1:'0 ' , Uluon at th (,V('I� I hough I had had SOIllt' l'xpericn 'b 
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dl'ahng 'nIh Ihl' po" l'r stnrcture ol
e
�
, e�ause We Wer� 

Hou"ng \ulhl1rity, EH'n though 1 h d 
1e ulare COunty . l' . 

� a many rna ('Ill c, III e'\ I' and ,\rkansas and Mississi i ny experi. 
Iho (' pl'l " t'  tr,weled as migrants _ b t)

p and Ohio_ 
th '\\(' ould "in the growers 1 J' t 

u 
b
never believed . . us never eli d ' C\ ('n on dream, eve It, not 

"I JUst told llnself these peo Ie ar doin� 1- crazy thing. The grow�rs h 
e cr

l
�z� what they are 

dldn t know then how much 
�ve a t e  money. And I 

polic :' Epinosa. who beca:;v��e �f
grower� had over the 

who led hundreds of strik ' 
the picket captains 

landed them all i� 
j
ail 

,��n a.cts of civil disobedience that 
gom out but I watch��� 

at � the fall of 1965, "I started 
from the ,heriH and the 

r�� a istance, 1 kept my distance 
the c quirols th 

gr er. But then 1 began to talk to . " ere was th' that" as from Texas al d 
IS one guy 1 had been talking to 

d h · 
' so, an 1 was t lki b an ow It \\'''s H ' a ng a out the union a.; • e was workm ' th ' ' road and I a ked h' h 

g m e vmes just close to the 
Texas to break Ollr sJmtri k� YI 

h� had come all the way from '--- ' e SaId th t . lJt"(:au he was my .' a It was a shame for me 
told me, • hut up 

:aa�sf
a
no [countryman). That is when he �al\ I,ne a mother�fucker 
i. mother-fucker. ' Nobody could asoime and light a mat' 
'
h 

l
l

ust exploded, like if you spill 

('{'all)' " ed  c . really t h 
h 

ant to go inside d go ot. You know? I 
"ad � h?ld of me. I chalJen:�d 

�
h
e\ that hastard, but Erne�to 

ou 
,n t and Emcsto told 

a man to come out, but he "
I 
e,nt lOto the field it Would 

m
d 

c to cool it, told me that if I IIl1011 . . 0 mOre harm th "It "as h an good for the 
k d ard, but littl,' h I' I 10 of Insult· I k h 

Y Itt e I learned h . now t at if I (,h. II ow to take that a CIWt' th ' ,., em It would be 138 

and that it is good to convince them hy talking and 
wrong then I have faced many growers and many super scahs 
Sill3e

r have challenged them not physical�y hilt T have 
all II ged them to an argument. I am gomg to convince 
cha en " 
them they are w

l
:ong: t t' d h The picket me IS a �s ��g graun w ere men like 

. osa learn a sense of pnontles, The nonviolence of Cesar 
��:�ez is a pragmatic position: If the Pahlo Espinosas 
h rged every insult, there would be no picket line, only 

c it�hed battles between huelgistas, strikebreakers, growers, 
Plld sheriff's deputies. Because the farmers have always won 
�iS kind of confrontation I asked Chavez if nonviolence wa� 
simply a tactic or was it also a philosophy. 

"It shouldn't be a tactic . .. no, I shouldn't say that. It is a 
tactic. Sure. But we are firm believers, you know? I would 
stake my life on truth. Truth is justice. If you stick to truth, it 
seems to me, you can overturn mountains . . ." 

For the next 30 minutes Chavez delved into the meaning 
of truth and nonviolence and their relationship to man in 
general and farm workers in particular. It was a complex mix 
of pragmatism and philosophy, what started as one line of 
thought soon tangled with the other: "It all comes down to 
the question of what we are going to do on earth. Are we 
here to make money? Are we here just to get what we can for 
ourselves? Or are we here to do something for our brothers? 
You really can't help people unless you are willing to sacrifice 
yourself because first there are always greater demands upon 
your time than you can take care of and second, everythmg 
you do becomes controversial. So you have these attacks 
against you all the time. 

"That is the sacrifice. If you are not prepared for those two 
things you cannot help people because you cannot take .th

e 
pressure. So it seems to me that if one understands th�t It IS 
part of the sacrifice, then you can take it. live With It, and 
even sometimes accept it . ' . 

"Then the other issue hecomes how you go about y(�"r 
work, violentl or nonviolentl)" It take� a lot not to. strIke 
hack, not thft you dOll't get the feeling sometImes. The 

139 



f{ action, T gill'" j, h\I"t . 
I . . 

, . I III liS H t . 
\ lat It I, ),011 arc d()1Il I.! , lint 

;)\ II It .. YO II real! 

your (JIll(' fo help \nh :. . lh h(, lIlg 'vii!' 
) tlnde l

'sl 

takl' all of the .11111\1' tll
l

.\t·
l

l � Illlmhc(', hill 

also
ln

l
g to giVe 

and 

I 
• (1)1111', \\ ·tl· ' )e "1 IIp 

IIII! {'rsland thllt It In\ ( ) I J . 
lIlt

, 
and VI ling 

. I 
. 1 )(' \lone I 

. On to to 
)011 UIl( er,tand thl' l'har'\l'h'r of 

101�Vlolcntly, th P of that 
In ont' hrt'at h Iw IllIWl' ) 

£' nonVIOlence ,�n I think 
/' t I 

' I n rom n ' 
. . . 

a I1It 1 and j'lI,tiel' "1' tl 
onvlolence t I 

. . 
111 I needs '  I 

0 he b 
1\ till1\'. If) 1tI hayl' thost' t\\"o 

,anot leI' element 
Su je ct 

rOil lIndl'r t IIld tht'lll. then th 
elen�ents, tnlth and 'ti

and that 

"auld \\. nt to hI' 'lolt'nt N 
e
1
re IS no reason wh 

me, and 

1 g ' 
. llJ11 )er one y any 

c Olll!! to hI' l"posed It ' SOoner or I t
one 

:\fanlmld h.h never b�en' 'ibl 
c
t
ann

d
ot be hidden, YO� 

er
k
truth 

tl1lth. 
' e 0 eal with the su 

now? 

"If 

ppression of 
) u understand what t' 

of tune in te nns of not \\'h��
e means - and I am speak' 

T
te

h

nn
l 

of YOll may lose a strike b
yoUt 

have here, today but
l�g 

c 0 '- ' , u you ha ' , m 

th I 
L a temporary condition A I 

ven t lost anything 
e on \. thlll'" h . 

. s ong as k 
. 

tnke itself 
!' }if

OU ave lost is a tiny bit of ti 
you now this, 

. - vou und d' 
me, not the . 

',olen e � n t all' 
erstan hme in th 

mam 

. 0 re )' that im . ese terms then 

"'::h anythmg for you in the t°rtant. VIOlence really doesn't 

� y talki�g about is th�
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common sense of no . 

Co . 

nVI-
m1ncing th . 

th 1--.: 
- e strikers of th· 

. "'"11nning Chavez had th 
IS \akes constant work. From 

����,�nt Coor�nating Com��t�e
unteers from the Student 
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'thco

n�u� tmg classes in the 
e a�d Congress of Racial 

t k 
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n?nvlOlent tactics they had 
s n e action " 

ovement 10 th S h 
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e experiences of these 
. om Cha .' 
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vez s experiences in 

n e Was tr . 
plained. 

"Cesar aumatlc for the 
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th had had a plan all �FWA, at first. Drake 

nts of th; 
� 'FW A. not a �trik: 

on�, but it was a plan 

planned, for i,:�e blew that plan �1:
lthin 48 hours the 

hng like clear 
ce, to keep in touch

ar �o hell. He had 
up to Mary!>"VilIe b WIth every house , ecallse he wanted a 

140 

'd rganization. Th
at is what he had hccn workin� Oil 

stateWI e b
O 
It noW with the strike, the whole of hIS life W\S 

ars t ' 
• .  

fOf ye .'g in the 
Delano Earlimart McFarland area and this 

PeJ1!O I 
. 

hap d him tremendous y. 
ch��: needed support

 so he began to �peak pnhhc1y, III 

like Berkeley, and he had to begm to rethink and 

P�c� d h d fine who we were an w ere we were going. The whole 

�i:g began to take. 
on some historical significance so we 

began to pay att�?t\O
n to speeches, we helped him make 

notes for his t
alks. 

Through the months of October, November, and Decem-

ber the NFW A began to change, to take on its per
manent 

shape and form. Like an embryo reacting to radical change in 

its environment, the young organization began to ada
pt; 

conflict organizing t
ook on a new kind of meaning. Chaos 

became normal. The excitement of the first picket-line 

clashes dulled into repet
itive, noisy confrontations. r-.;o one 

will ever know how many thousand farm workers really 

walked off their jobs in the Delano grape strike within those 

first few weeks; the pickets would appear, strikers would 

chant and extol and cajole, and w
orkers would walk out, only 

to be replaced the next day or 
the day after that and the 

picket line would reappear and the process would be 

repeated. Some of the workers joined the union, some simply 

went to work elsewhere, others stayed in the vines 
and 

strongly opposed the NFW A because it threatened their f
ragile 

existence. 
Chris Hartmire said at the time: "No one has ever claimed 

all the farm workers in Delano are out on strike. I
n addition 

�o the local strikebreakers large numbers of scabs are brought 

III from the outside. The fact that many farm workers were 

willing to cross picket lines says noth
ing about t�e exis�ence 

of a strike. Rather it highlights the p
overty and lllsecunty of 

the people." . 
The strike itself was taking shape. The NFWA made up hsts 

of struck ranches, and cards s
igned by workers w�o .h�d 

walked out were catalogued and filed. a syste
m of pnontles 

Was worked out so that picketing 
was no longer so haphaza

rd. 
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r( Ilte statioll-

vera
l sheriIT'S palrol cars, ,HId a "paddywag,on" to 

oI1S se ' . \ wag . , rested to )al . 
Y the ar ' l It' ' h 

caff van had nO parll(,11 ar (es mutlon, t r v\IIeyard 
The cara 

d the night before was vacant when the early morning 

selec:
s
e 
had gone out, so tbe search was on for a working ert'w 

seoll l g procession spent nearly an hour driving slowly hack 
Th; fC;;;th along country roads searching for workers in thl' 
an ards. A crew was spotted. Everyone piled Ollt of the 
viney 

The 44 pickets lined up, held their signs up and hegan 

����ting the one word: "HUELGA! HUELGA! HUf;LGA! 

HUELGA!" 

Cameramen scrambled around, shooting every possihle 

angle. Uniformed sheriff's deputies, using small snapshot 

cameras, photographed each picket. A CBS-TV camera crew 

moved boldly into the Vineyards, and, ignoring the foreman's 

protest, they began filming a father and daughter who were 

harvesting grapes and trying to ignore all of the fuss swirling 

around them. The two workers tried unsuccessfully to hide 

their faces from the camera crew. 
After 10 or 15 minutes Sgt. Gerald Dodd switched on the 

loudspeaker in his patrol car and in both Spanish and English 

declared the picket line an unlawful assembly. He ordered 

the pickets to disperse or face arrest. He read the order again, 

When the pickets did not give up the chant, he ordered them 

placed under arrest. The pickets quietly lined up as the 

uniformed officers took their names, and herded them gently 

into the paddywagon. Among those arrested was Helen 

Chavez, Cesar's wife. The volunteers included clergymen 

from the Presbyterian, United Church of Christ, Methodist, 

and Disciples of Christ churches; there were kids from SNCC 

and CORE and two runaways from the VISTA \Var on Poverty 

program. Bail was set at $276 each, on charges of unlawful 

assembly. Thirty-tl1fee chose to remain in jail, and the 

follOWing day the NFW A gathered 350 people together to 

stage a protest on the steps of the Kern County co�:rthouse:. 
They sang "We Shall Owreome" and chanted lIuel{!jJ 

until they werl' hoarse, hut no more arrests weTe made. The 
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(1urls ordered tht' :uH',h'd Il'kawd and �'\'t'nt '1 h nff� ordn wa, dCliaH'd I11W()1\shtl1ltonal. 
It<lly the lith inclcicnh he ':1n1(' p;nt (ll' the tiwatrics of tl . fI ' I I '  Ie stnk The drama of Ion II t !'W)IYh'l ,II ( allsa into the n�ti e. cons('lI�n e. Bllt tlwl(' \\ ;1, ;\lso a Heed to dramatize 

anal ('onfiH't for UH' \\( rl-l'I'. alld tins \\ as done by Luis Vald 
the houll ing, "'. l'Il:..lr '\lI�)I-lIlg n'�'olutionary who cre

:�' a Ihe rearm ( 1II}1l ,j"l'. the \\'or1.ers theater. This Was g 
ed 

I . 1 d Uer_ nlla th(';lll r. I rlt'! t water; Its )1'oa, satirical "act " 
hrought Ihe hl�Ill'" of agribusiness down �o a lUdicrous sC�I:. Th , 'fltro !!a\ e tilt' wor1.ers a vent for theIr anger; they could lallgh and het'r ,md begin to. see themselves as something mort th n ht Ipk 'S pco"s and m the process absorb some of thl n: \ lutional') ideas of the strike and the organization of bnn \\ rker power. 

Th need to In\'olve the workers as intimately as possible in \I Ih trike pro...·e'ses was obvious, but the means for doing tlu \\ not found until the third week of the strike. Chavez had ordered a hig dinner be held for all of the workers, on a F'nd � night, to pull everyone together, to let them relax and hare th lr experiences. The results were so attractive that lJoth r of thee Friday night informal meetings was held. The dmner was dropped because of the time and expense ill\'oh ed, but the meetings became a weekly event. Drake e.�lained, 'The Friday night meetings became our platfonn to the world. We invited people there. It was, for ( sar, the all-important contact with the people, a place to gl\ nd take, to share, and to let the outsiders look into what th ;}"\\ W aU about." h Vez did not give lip the original ideas or goals he had f r tll FW .  Ithough the strike took most of his time and fJ rt, h told me in one of our first interviews that "win, lose, r d a\\. \\ are going to be around. This is just the beginning t n of attempts to get recognition for farm workers. \\ \\111 al bt: active in getting legislation. The industrial lIlll n did not get a start until they had protective legislation n I Labor Relations ct, 1q,'35J." llIt T\ 1 \\ had tarted in Chavez's tinv cuhicle office, , 
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J ttc rf,d NFW i\ storefront heac1qnartt·rs. f the (. tl , 
I he midst 0 

half dozen limes, a volunteer was lost alit ill t hone rang a 
r' 1 pickets were in jail and had to he fhe Pd directions, seve 
w
a 

anted Chavez to come speak at his ote 1 'gyman 
f h 

wa.\ d out, a c el 
nstant flow of people in and Ollt 0 t e bal e 

.h. There was a
th
c� 'g more than grah a handnll of aspinn chu re t do no III 

- 'd k I a:: e some a 
1 'tt'ng on one corner of Chavez s es . t OIlIC , 

b' bott e Sl 1 
th' l'k f orn the Ig 

h the strike produced some 109, I e a r 
peared as thoug

h d the one big bottle of remedIes was ap munity headac e an 
corn 

Ch vez desk.  
" '11 t. lk o the a 

th hone and said, Come on, we a a chavez hun� �p 
th

e Pbattered Volvo from one picket line "DnvIllg e 
f D 'n the car. 

I' d "We have the support 0 emo-I 
h he exp alne , . . t to anot er, 

American Friends, the migrant mlllls�, Crahc clubs, the . 
d' 'd ally and the Catholic Rural LIfe , . sts III IVI U , 

d CatholIc 
E;

I
�e are also getting support f�om SNC� an CORE Conferen . 

b' nions It's really beautiful . . . and from the Ig u . 
h d ch background on Chavez, f the press a mu 

h d 
No one ro� 

b figure to most Anglos. How a d he was still an 0 scure an . ' support? he gotten such ImpreSSIVe 
d ' his power base in an Characteristically he summe 
f 

up 
I because I have been understatement: "I know a lot 0 ,�eop e 

I'n this kind of work for 15 years. 
'ng as the leader of f Ch ez was emergI It wasn't long be ore av 

F'li ino AWOC influence was the Delano grape strike, and the � Pf ers tried to exploit slipping into a supporting r?le. 
it �iS

ar
':ay: "Chavez is an this fact, one farmer p�tt!?g 

egomaniac on a power tnp. .,' k t a low profile; they From the beginning the Flh:oS 
�ted more money and simply notified their employers e

l 
':

ng to go to work. Larry then sat down in their barracks
h
, r

d
e lSI 

other choice hecaus
d
e , th lly a no 

, that ha Itliong explamed e� r�a 
left the bllnkhous�s , ' they had no place to hve If they 

The Filipinos fight was 
f to 30 years. d nployer ; been their home or up worker an el between h ' hosses essentially a private one. 

. se of loyalty to t elr ' 
many of the Filipinos felt a sen. 

v not a big hassle, 
II d ort' Illone . 

h d ever rea Y and they only wante III t exkal; workers a n The Filipinos and the � , 
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l
l
� ��V�C-NFWA efforts was 
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h
l
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. , 

'u esar ad ern I 
J01:11 stMl'lllt'nt ;l\'o\\ing cooperation b met and iSsued 

a 
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\I l fl, tlll 
.
'It l,dds. Not only had G 

' ut underneath th a 
. reen refu d ey 

coopemtl\ e acreements btlt h 1 
se to sign 

I, d h' 
� . , e to d th F'l" any 

l a er. Ip not to (Tet too close to CI 
e I IpmO AW 

F'\' " � laVez d th 
Oc 

I IpIllO. Ignored the "suggest' 
" 

d 
an e NFWA Th 

I ;> 

-
. 

, . IOn an i ' d ' e 

. 1art the facilIties in the big F'l' , C 
nVIte the NFW A t 

Tht' hall had a huge meeti 
I Ipmo ommunity Hall. a 

dining room, office space an�
g �oom, large kitchens, a side 

Hall 
,
became the scene �f th 

s orage rooms. The Filipino 

Meehng,. the kitchen was 
e NFWA-AWOC Friday Ni ht 

daily for those A WOC-NFW 
use�� cook at least one hot m�al 

�roke, But this cooperation 
A 

b�tw 
ers who were hungry and 

mto �e \ineyards onl to the 
een the unions carried over 

other. picket lines an� ran h 
�xt�n

d
� �at each respected the 

By October the stat F 
c JUrIS Ichons. 

certified 20 labor disp 
e 

t 
ru:n Labor Placement Service had 

land strike area. Becau�e 
e
:t�

n t?e D�lano-Earlimart-McFar

tl1e ..... orker on these 20 
t� mvestrgators determined that 

Fl.ps could not refer w
���c es had gone out on strike the 

d
el,n

ployer 

under strike had t 
ers �o these ranches, and

' 
any 

Lpute W ' 
0 notify strik b ki 

as In progress Th e rea ng workers a 

ranche, the °FW h ' 
e A WOC had strikes . 

picketin 
A ad ten "certifi d

" . agamst ten 

AI 
g at least that many m th 

e strIkes, but it was 

most fro th ' 
ore at h d b ' 

Proble th 
m e begmning Cha 

a not een certIfied. 

m e AWO(' d'd . 
vez and th f d 

of strik 
I n t have to 

e NFWA ace a 

� and number of st 'k 
Contend with: the number 

III re smg d ds 
n ers wa� g . 

Th numbe 
em;n Upon the support

r1w�n.
g� and this placed 

hO\ red a 
r 0 AWOC Filipinos Wa� 

, actlltJes of the NFWA, 

round 1,000, hut the N 
a constant figure that 

• tWA st 'k . n e numbers grew 
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original 100 to 500 then 1,000 and 1,500 and 2,000. 

frofl'l th� Ie represented hy these num�ers ��anged con

The pe ;
some drifted away, others came m to Jom the strike. 

stantly a 
e no strike benefits other than what the food 

"'h re wer 1 d F 
� e from Los Ange es an San rancisco and Fresno 

carav;;�ersfield brought i�; Chris Hart�ire and his vohm

and 
worked hard roundmg up supplIes, and the list of 

teers 
'butors was growing, but there was never enough food 

contfl th 
' 

clothing, or money to support e newest batch of strikers. 

The NfWA had to take their .n
ames and send them elsewhere 

find work, outside the stnke zone. 
to 

By this time the farmers were importing strikebreakers in 

large numbers. They were recruiting from the skid rows of all 

the major towns, they were busing workers into the Delano 

area from all over the San Joaquin Valley. Joe Brosmer, 

manager of the San Joaquin Valley Agriculture Labor Bureau 

told the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Migratory Labor, "We 

[Delano farmers] have never imported labor from the outside, 

other than the one test of 70 workers to see if the pipeline to 

Texas was open. Our workers are from this Delano-Earlimart 

" 

area. 
Two of the ranches under strike were the DiGiorgiO Fruit 

Corporation's 4,400-acre Sierra Vista Ranch and Schenley 

Industries, Inc., with a 5,000-acre operation scattered over 

Tulare and Kern counties. Both ranches imported �exican 

strikebreakers on a large scale. One afternoon, I saW five
, 
big 

buses parked in a DiGiorgio camp. The names of vanouS 

Texas labor contractors were painted on the sides. One of the 

buses had just arrived and was unloading 40 or 50 women. 

The women were carrying cardboard boxes and cheap 

suitcases, following the directions of camp managers, and 

filing into the long bunkhouses. There �:re 250 or 3(�O 

women housed here, all of them were CItIzenS of Juarez, 

MeXico, all carrying "green-card
" 

entry docum�nts, m�st had 

been domestic workers in the El Paso area untIl recnuted to 

work behind the strike lines in Delano. When I told Brosmer 

of what I had seen and heard he argued that these two 
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, , 
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' u not l imited e 

1m f n 1 
. ee WOI ers fr C 

to D' 
rom (' ano was sent to pick th 

am al exico said I 
�)roth('r of ,1 man who operated a 

em up; the driver was h a 

ann. Thee workers \\'ere ' 
camp on one of the f 

t e 

.. given p 
am " 

COlltroctO CII cOlltra de Ta I 
1 

"apers to sign, includ' I y 

contrac t _ th' . 
we ga - an anti- ' 

lUg a 
at they signed 'th 

Ulllon-no-st ik 
paper meant. One' of the th 

WI out knOWing what rth 
e 

stilted: 
ree workers in th' ffi 

e 
IS a davit 

The ne.'\1 morning in the fi ld 
:kthe fir.t time. Then we :nd:r�t

sa� the roving picket line 

I.' area. but since we had 
00 we were working in a 

ta) and work. If we had b 
no m?ney to leave, we had to 

on th b 
een told m Cal . b 

e u we would not h 
exlCO efore we got 

ave come , . . 

Thi i th k' d e 'm of confl' t' �e aDd <;hape of the Del a�� 
Ill; evide�ce that kept the exact 

d fi
and qUIte naive _ effort t

g ape stnke obscure. In an early 

c ne the � I 
0 measure th 'k' 

int � 
�es called Brosm d 

e stn e Impact and 

, , Ie" With 
er an ask d h' 

to ca ll him back ��:e f
o
o
f
ll

his �rowers. He hedg
e 

ed �e
tO

t 
s
l
e
d
t up 

That.", f 
owmg day 

, n o me 

_me a te 
. 

Bro Iller had· 
moon a Fresno Be . 

I iz h It 
JU t gone to the F 

e editor warned me 
on and . ked 

resno Bee . 

h Id I wa.� . as. that I he taken 
managlllg editor, 

thl h It 
preJudICed. When 8r( 

off the story because 
on asked h' )smer eo Id ff 

Friel \ H Id th 
1m to leave. I c . I I  d 

II 0 er no proof 

ere had heen a . a e Brosmer hack on 
ITusunder ·t, d' 

148 
s an mg, he was 

, to influence the Fresno Ber or prcill(litc my 

oot t rytng lie said lhat he had heen anthori/.ed to sl)cak for 

orttng· . ·d · S I 
rep rowers, so we arrange a at lin ay lunch IllCctill).!;, 

the g he would talk about Chavez and the >lFW/\ he s'lid he 

]3efore
d to make sure I knew that the strike had heen s

'
hrtl'(i 

wante . . d th t th d'd 
• 

the FilipJllO AWaCS an a e NFWA I not cnter "until 

by an opportunity to further its own goals." 

It saW l ' . . t t th I 1 
]3rosmer fe t It was Impor an at a so understand thE' 

combined AWOC-NFWA strik� had not hampered the har vest 

of a record crop, and he , 

CIte? both wine- and tahle-grape 

tonnage figure�, 
to make hlsyomt. The strike he said was "an 

inconvenience that reqUlred more labor supervision; it 

caused some farm�rs to move crews away from picket-line 

hot spots but nothmg more than that. Brosmer said that for 

the record he was representing the South Central Farmers 

committee, and these growers in the Delano-Earlimart

McFarland area did not wish to meet with me personally. It 

was their opinion, as expressed by Brosmer, that the '1FWA 

was supported from the outside and that "this is more than a 

strike, it has civil rights overtones, but we do not know the 

real reason behind this fact, unless the strike is a training 

groun,

d of some type . . . the minister involvement is the big 

questIOn. It shocked us the most. Their stated purpose for 

being here is either false, or based on incorrect information." 

From the beginning the NFW A' S unorthodox tactics con

fused and angered the farmers. The A woe they could 

understand, but there was no precedent for the influx of 

ministers, long-haired civil rights workers, and urban liberals. 

A 
,F

arm Bureau spokesman expressed his dismay: "I don't 

thmk it is morally right for clergymen to get down in the mud 

and work with unions." 
Chavez fostered the idea that farm workers were looking 

for civil rights, as well as economic stability and somcthing 

they called "social justice." He said any nonviolent tactic that 

hlrthered these goals would he used, including the boycotting 

of stmck products. Caravans of farm workers drove to San 

Francisco and Oakland and set picket lines around the docks. 

Teamsters and LongshoreJllen refused to load grapes on the 
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frel,ghtl'r,. On 
Z.5()() ho:\(, of 

0\ l'111h\'1 ..!f)lh thl' "in' "C ' ' " ,I VICes nl(, il)n�lt\ �l'aJll'.' \\ 1'1'1' left 0 '
I
'CPOttnd n an 0 " pier. akland In l)1'J(l1l1l Ill(' 1\\ \ asslglll'd 'potters to foIl I 'I ' " ow rail 1111< ks of l.!r:lpCS 10 I 11'11 ll'sltnahons so boycotters ?ars and aero", I Ill' n.111()1\ l'\)\Ild gl'a r lip picket lines At 

fi In Cities hirddog lacllcs [,lIkd, h�lt with the help of �NCC 
rst these and �Iu(kl\h h)1' a Delllocratic Society, the markal�dconE 

into thl� IIJ<..," E.l.-.tl'rn cities were traced and the 
e
t 

IOutes enn' j\H'kch d. t leqllt'nth both Teamsters and Longsh 
Inals 

honort'd tIll' pll'kt't lines, orernen 
The' print ipal targets were all of Schenley Indu t' , I I I I D 'C' " F ' e " s nes hqu r a " t  It' I ,1OIgI0 nut OIporatlOn s wines S d . F' F ' ,J d T " TI 

' an " me 0 IUS, an reesweet JUIces, le secondary boye t \\ a an old fashioned tactic, unused by organized labor sin� t the � tIona! Labo� Relations �ct was amended in 1947 t� outla,' the boycottmg of an e�hre store for carrying a single ab product. But the economIc weapon looked promising to ( ha\'ez and the fann workers were not covered by the NLRA, the tactIc was legal. 
DiGiorgio and other farm interests immediately sought court injunctions ordering the Teamsters and Longshoremen to back out of the dockside support, These unions were co\'ered by the ;'I;LRA and their support was an illegal ndary boycott action, The big unions backed off, as required. The ,'FWA continued boycott pressure when- and \\ h rever it could, 

The farmers were not the only ones puzzled and angered b, th ,OF\\'A tactics. Delano city officials were really steamed I au <?,esar Chav�z and the liberal press were giving D lano a had name. The City officials were not only angry but \ II1dlctlve as well. They wanted an issue to discredit the :'" . They se�zed on the l<;F\\'A's $267,000 War on Poverty grant a that I sue. The Office of Economic Opportunity n rmalh annoullced u<"h granh through the office of the It al
. 

( ngr man, in thi� caw Harlan Hagen. But Hagen dldn t announce the 0 •. 0 grant; he attacked it arguing his hu�nc men upporter�' tax dl)lJar� shollJdn:t he lIsed to 
ISO 

. The Delano City council, the mayor and the 
Port a stflke

ll' gree d; this was jllst another example of that stlP b ard a a , h' k' . 
chool a 

d liberal Democrabc t m mg. 
, �Zzy-heade 

�ken aback by the fury of the attack, stuck hy Its 
The oEO, t 

would stand. Then Thomas Karter, chlCf of 
millS ' the grant 

t division flew to Delano to confer with b" rnigra n  , 
the oED 

Karter later wrote, 
Chavez. 

d' ssion of the grant it became clear to Chavez , gaur ISCU 
, Dunn 

auld not operate a poverty program and orgamze a 
that he c

th me time. He decided that the strike and the 'k at e sa " , stn e 
f Ilective bargaining and umon recogmtton were Pts o co , eonce

, t than the $267,000 grant and calmly mformed re Importan 
'I th 'k 

rna 
that he would not accept the OEO grant untt e stn e me 

was successful. 

t h d been blocked but "Victory" did little to The OEO gran a , 
, f I' d Wl'thl'n the establishment' their ee mgs h the moo ' 

I' , c ang
s:mmed up by the Rev. R. B. Moore, pastor of St. Pall

, 
S were

. eh rch in testimony before the Senate Subcommlt, Baptist u 
la

' 
in heavily on the fact that he was a Negro tee. Moore, p y 
d 

g 
d hat civil rights problems were all and therefore un erstoo w 

about, stated, 

. ht and many more, are Here in Delano, however, these ng s
d

' 
t by overt d I Th h been grante to us no , ours alrea y. ey ave 

d b otts but because this actions such as demonstrations an oY
I
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community has always - I repeat, a Y 
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I ' that Delano as My point, gent em en, IS 
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h f ssional agitators who , , I ntrue T e pro e ' 

f its own. That IS Simp y II . 
b nded us a town 0 
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opP(1sitt'; the people of Ddall(), rich and POOl', black , or whitt', 
• blO\Vll 

halT' a \\ ondcrful .-t'lat iou,hip , , , and any problem We m' fan' ('an ht' d" (,lJ"l'd and rt'soh'ed, The laborers h 
'ght , , aVe be ahl" to do thi� \\1lh tht'll l'l Ilplm t'rs on an individual basis 

en 
\alllt' a , \\ t' h.ln' been ab,lt'

, 
to 

,
discuss racial situations, .�: n',\I111 01 Ih" IUrl1l(lUlOlIS In1ng IS that we are happy here, 

TIl(' conflIct .md chst'OI:d between the Chavez_ !thong-led forct' uti the l'OmnlllJ1lty - as represented by the Rev \tOOfl . Ild JOt' Brosmers - was to be expected, What W 
' 

lIot ex!' ctl'ti \\ as that the grape strike itself was about to � cau!!ht up in J s\\irl of crosscurrents and inter-union fights that " ould threaten to suck the farm worker movement back dO\\l1 into ohli\ion, 
Within the labor movement there were no clear poliCies, no umfyinl! purposes to assist farm workers, At one level the Team te", were helping the NFWA with its boycott of DiGiol1!io products, at another level Teamsters were helping the A woe organize citrus workers in a m ove calculated to outflank Cha\·ez. As early as August of 1965 Al Green of the A\\ OC and Jim Smith of Teamsters JOint Council 38 were planning the move into the citrus areas of Tulare and Kern COuntie . ju t to the east of the grape strike area, By December the move had gone far enough to become public: jOint woe-Teamsters rally was held in Strathmore on D ember 14th, and 175 workers were told by Smith, "We tand ready and willing to assist in organizing field workers in e\ en' way po ible." The Teamsters were to organize the packlll T hed where the fruit wa� processed and shipped; the �·oc �'as to have the field crews who picked the fruit. In th It� Industry the

. field lahor is hired, dispatched, and 1Ipt'n1sed by. the packmghouse. not hy the farmer; and th� han ;t " ork lS done on a complex, industry-wide "prorate t III that attelllpl� to keep the flow of fmit into the market lou dem nd so pri� remain profitahle. Through the late Winter and early spring the Teamsters 
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d 'oil l t  offices thr?ug�o\lt easte�n T\I�arl' oGS opcne 
lh WO(' slIpphed Its rented autos ,m d d ",w ' S ' l e A ' ' aO }Cern countle The fOClls was on the packinghollses; once aodce equiprnen�ad the houses organized, the field crews om Teamsters 

. Teamster vice president George Mock the ld be easy pley. 't 'on clear' "The current citms drive au ster POSI I . 
, VI de the Team 

ge plan to organize workers III every rna f long-ran 
. C ) 'f '  th' , ' art 0 a , acked and shipped 111 a 1 orma , " IS IS �modity that IS p 

m and whether it takes one year or ten CO range progra " is a long
- , nd  to keep going, years we mte

n the international vice president who ruled :he Einar MOh
f

, 
f Teamsters said of the newly mergIng C erence 0 ,  

, h Western 
"';e will work out any kind of assistance pact WIt venture: ' that has any right in the field, a� long as any AFL-GIO

, 
umo� ri hts " they recogmze ou 

� the AWOC leaders at the local level The Teamster�i�: was committing $5,000 a month t� the indicated each u 
d ' t r AI Green put the whole Issue d '  The AWOC lrec 0 

.. citrus nve" 
he described the citrus effort as an in perspectIve w�en 

, fight not a civil rights demonstra-honest-to-God tra e umon , 
, support The NFWA is I lying on umon ' , hon, , " am r

� , t We [A woe] will continue m our administered by mlms ers, " own union way, 
th woe kicked off their joint As the Teamsters and e Ab 1 ven nationally known . . , 'd Decem er e e venture 111 CitruS 111 ml -

' leaders came to Delano to Protestant, Catholic, �nd JeWish 
to rowers. The growers inspect the grape strike and 

�� the
g 

clergymen a�d issued boycotted a luncheon schedule 
� t and integnty of the a statement angrily attacking the ,one��bert McAfee Brown eleven religious leaders, Presbytenan

th t churches and syna: "W ' t  the heresy a
d ' " t . I responded: e reJec 

onl with so-calle S�lfl ua , gogues are to be concerned y 
k d their childrens , f f m wor ers an , matters. The suffenng 0 ar , f men of conSCIence, d the attention 0 " ' , cries to heaven deman 

" ht of collective hargaInIng I� , , , [It] is apparent the baSIC n� th ' valley, The workers kers In IS th r being denied to farm wor 'k '''e are satisfied no 0 e ) t stn e. VY " only recourse has Jeen 0 , ' ed open to them . . . d h· s remam avenue of procc ure a, 
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At the AIL no midwiJlh'l l'Il\1Y{'ntion, held t l  
Francisco, Pa,,1 Schnllk pf \ \" asked the f d1at year in Sa . I C erati n 
gate� to IIlCTt'a�l' t ll' \1-'1 ClO support for strik ' 

on dele. 
worker . Schrade �()t a pledge of $2,500 a monlli 

lllg farm 
dclcgatcs und llllotlwr ;:!.;')oo a month from ilie 

u from the 
t hI' S(�(,IH. t ill' Rt'ut hCI forct's were organizing 

: wd Behi�d 
di�phl\ of thIs SlIpP(lrt. They chartered buses to 

ramahc 
labor pn .·s t(1 Ddano to watch Reuilier make ili 

carry the 
tion. 

e presenta. 
Hl�utlwr flc\\ into the Delano Airport Decemb 

accoml ani l'ti 11\ Schrade and other staff members. Th
e
; �:h, 

mrt by .ha\'ez .U1d Hliong and taken directly to ilie Y ickre 
line around the cold-storage sheds that were strun� 

et 

Ion the railroad tracks, through th� center of to��� Reuther took up one of the round, red pIcket signs willi th large .;FW, .. eagle emblazoned in black, and marched proudl
e 

with the fann workers. Flanked by Itliong and Chave{ 
Reuther w� oh\;ous

,
ly enjoying himself. He told the 60 or 7� 

newsmen, 1 haven t felt anything like this since the old 
cIa) ," 

Reuther "topped the march on a street corner and started 
giving the pickets an impromptu speech: "There is no power 
m the world like the power of free men working together in a 
Just cause, If Ceneral Motors had to change its mind because 
of the auto workers, then the growers have to change their 
nunds. and the sooner they do the better for them, the better 
for ) OU, and the better for the community." 

That evening, at 6:30, Reuther was the star of an 
AWOC-. ON:" rally in the Filipino Hall. Itliong presided. The 
hall - whIch normally holds 300 _ was jammed with 500 
peopl . �ey were out in the halls, out on the porches, 

TO" ded l�tO the kitchen and dining room. R uther
.. 

first words were: "This is not your strike, this is 
our strike. 

Th <:rowd roared "Huelga! Viva Reuther! Viva la Causa!" 
Reuther continu�, "When the growers say their workers 

n t out 
,
on stnke, they are wrong. The people in this 

IIM'lf'ltin t mght are workers and the only ones who are 
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kcrs the growers have ha\1led in hert' 
those wor 

d rS are 
tsi e 

" 

d h h . oil 'feJ(as. d to the crowd, undallnte y t e necessIty 
fro;euther war me 

for translation. The crowd responded, and 

having to stop 
ced the AFL-CIO convention had voted 

ofh n he announ 
port _ half from the United Auto 

VI e month sup , d . 1 U . 000 a 
h 1£ from the AFL-CIO s In ustna mon 

W�rkers and 
�e went wild. He then added a one-time 

Department. -
Y
bonus for the farm workers from the 

Chnstmas 
d '  t $5,000 

h ' of the giant federation, an a promIse to suppor 
[llernbe�s 

11 bo cott of grapes. 
the natlOna Y 

eras recorded the event, dozens of 
f TV cam . D . RoWS 0 

th b ' g  dailies i n  New York, ChIcago, etrmt, 
rt s from e 1 . . T' d repo er . n d  Los Angeles filed therr stones. lme an 

San Franclsc�
�
; 

notice of the happenings. The first media 
Newsweek t 

t '  al figure was a success for everyone 
. lV' ng a n a  Ion event 1I1vo

. 1 runtled farmers. One of the growers, B�no 
but the dlsg

ki for all the grape farmers responded WIth a 
Dispoto, spea n g  

statement: 

f Walter Reuther in Delano 
We understand the appearance o

d s  of a so-called strike. 
last week commem�rated 100 

;;kers Association and the 
According to the National F� C mmittee, their workers 
Agriculture Workers Orgamzmg 

0 C di tin· g Com-
d N violent oor na 

- who include the Stu ent 
.
o� all d the strike to . t mllllsters - c e 

mittee, CORE, and mlgr�n 
. . " d the "poverty" of our 

attack the "human indlgl1lties
: do not represent our 

working classes . . . the A WOC an 
d
NFW

th 
A 

for what they are, 
h 'ecte em 

workers. Our workers ave re] 
. timize innocent 

d d 't in order to VIC 
perpetrators of hate an eC�1 

ou s . . , 

Filipinos and Mexican Amencan gr 
� be said Mexican 

diction It can d It is without fear of contra 
.

. ' 
sh Id feel very prou 

·th Flhpmos, ou 
American groups, along WI nl·ty for their aCCom-

. D lano commu k of fueir standing 111 our e 
. I These groupS wor 

. ' 11 ' d coJ1ectIve y. , 
I . plishments indlVldua Y ,\n 

d anagement re atlOns 
h fi est labor an m h to in an area where t e n . 

d we certainly ope 
. y years an 

have existed for man 
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maintalll this hasis )f ' 
man\' 

. ( ( Ol ll l l 1 l 1 l 1 1ClIt iOI 
, '('al"\ to com(" \\ it hnll! nllt.-i i ,  1 .

1 anti agrcel ( l 1,1l"assnl e  
llent f 

. 
" Ilt. Or 

Dlspoto thell pnintl'd (lut Calif ' . 
$ 1 ,,13 an hour, thl' hi<1hl'st i t l  

Ol llJa farm Wa 

I '  t � f F 
,:-. . I I It' n 'ltio h 

ges a 
Hna r . t' ;1I-!.l1ld a Il'a �rapl' h 'l 

' 

" 
n, t at the D I 

Veraged 

and Ihat hal'\ l" t had h'�l'n ace
' I \ es.t was the lar e

e a.no-Ear. 

Tht'rl' W,h no nl'cd . with the cx�ll1p �lshed "With ;u:
t 10 years 

10 ht' hmllr:ht mto the area' " 
ept�on of 70, for Outs�

orkers. 

,�at t' llll'nt, :lckno\\ ledging th. ' t PISpoto qualified �� help 

lum '. ill the area tm�lit ;  ,
; 

. several farming 
IS last 

labor. 

IOna y Imported lar organiza. 

1 . 
ge amount 

l �to oo&lud� 
s �  

, 

The Iilteot action of the ' NFWA, With th . 
CORE, to national]" boycott d 

e aSSIstance of SNCC a d 
DelaJ . '  

pro ucts of t bl n 

hI 
10 . . . IS the wildest kind of 

a e grapes from 

f 
e croup. We firmly believe the 

vengeance by an irresponsi_ 

act are lJ10wn ",ill ' 
general public when th 

d I 
, VOIce the' " ' 

e 

cp orable acts as boycott' 
If opmlOn against such 

forward to the riddance o
/� . . . we are Sincerely looking 

rousers and college kooks a d
ese °

f
utside agitators and rabble 

Pn n a ew m'  . 
. 
. 

Igrant ministers and 

yo 
e H P T E R  E I G H T . 

In "' ___ L 
. P O W E R  S T R  U G G L E  

�'em')(,"r 196- ' 
trip to the 

I) v' Jllst hefore WaIte R t n k e!ano grape strik 
r euther made his first 

\\ Ill� 1 K
' � the federation's 

e� AFL-�IO president George 

J k I..hi
n

lI'C er d
.
i

.
rector of organi;��� lhve council to name 

flIll.ah' lUld I 'kt
on, Kircher, a hil, hh lff' g, to replace the retiring 

I to talk ,.,. ZOO-POI d h tough trad • 
. 111 er w 0 laughs e I Inum talk. had been an 

156 

1 t hc was philosophically and politically clost'I' 
ker JU 

• 

a!Jto wor than :Renther. 
to MeallY ,  fi st task was to deal with the A woe prohlems. l Ie 

J{irch� �'�eany had lost confidence in an
yone we had Ol lt 

e�lallle
C

' 
t in this thing and he w

anted me to do what I 

the oas . W 'd h d 
00 get things gomg. e never a any major 
could , 

t�ional success, yet we'd spent a lot of money Ollt 

orgalll�eany told me if we couldn't translate this into some 
uJere, 

f organization, then I had better look around for some 
form 

°that would be willing to take the effort over and make 
!JOIOll . " 

, art of its operatIOn. It �fthough Kircher's job was to direct all of the organiza-

tional efforts within the federation, Meany had made his 

rimary assignment the farm workers. One of the rea�ons for 

�iS was because of Reuther's maneuvering in the convention 

and his subsequent trip to Delano. Kircher said, "The Auto 

Workers took the play from the AFL·CIO. Because of this and 

other things Reuther had done, Meany saw it as sort of a 

grandstand play. That one little trip to Delano became 

Walter's whole stock of pictures for press purposes. He was 

there for one day and got six years of publicity . . . " 

Actually the UA w - and Roy and Walter Reuther - had 

been strong supporters of the NFW A for some time. Both 
Reuthers frequently spoke out on behalf of the farm workers 
and the UA w contributed substantial sums of monev to La , 

Causa. Paul Schrade, the UAW'S western regional director and 
a Reuther protege, spent considerable time in Delano, 

supporting the NFWA cause; and he became one of the farm 

workers' strongest allies in Los Angeles. \Vhile there was no 

doubt about the UAW'S support, Walter Reuther's feud with 

Meany did cause the farm workers some embarrassment. The 

UAW president on several occasions attacked 
Meany and the 

AFL-CIO, charging among other things that the federatio
n wa� 

?ot supporting the farm workers as it should. The comments 

mfuriated Meany and put Chavez in a position where he had 

to walk a tightrope hetween the two. , 
While the Meany.Reuther feud simmered, hoth Klrch�r 

and Schrade moved among the fann workers. From a pubhc 
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r..JatiOlh pOInt  of ,it'\\ , -"dl l adt' and the ll.-\w had h t ime' of it ht'<'<H1s<' I ll\', \\ <'It' 0lwnh on t he side 
� C easier und his folio" er . Kildl<'I, on t he ot hcr hand w 

0 Chavez with thl' .\\\(X' ;lIld t Il\' Il'sponsibil ity of either 
as sa?dled mo\,ilw M ;Iht)hshm� It .  lo. irchcr traveled to tlg

ethng it " . 
I ]  1e I\w hl'lIdqllartt'rs 1 1 \  �tt)l'ktt)n ,  ll' lIrovC south to Delano t Oc ",ith Lam I t Ill'II,g ;l Ild till' Filipinos; he felt his way 

0 meet . C·� 1 '£ " around 
the lahor I\ltWl'll1t'nt III a I onl Ia. trYll1g to size u situatlOlI. lIt- did not kno,," Chavez, and the various attPt d

the 
. I · k d ' I ' I l U es lind Opinl()lh It' pIC t' up I II  lIS trave s were confu . SOllle ('alit d l lu\'t'z a communist and/ or a civil rights leaS�ng: other . .,\\'Ort� Chan'z was the only man who could pull t�' fann " rkt'''' to,gether into a meaningful organization. e 

Kif' her took a closer look at the Delano grape strike met hal z, nd obsen'ed, "It was obvious Cesar had taken' OVer the trike and, th�t he had a lot of charisma and ability to " rk. Rut I dum t get a chance to really see him in action until th -'enate hearings Pete Williams held in California." L',�, ,; nator Harrison (Pete) Williams, Jr., chairman of the � ndte � ubcommittee on Migratory Labor, had once again introduced hills to provide farm workers with minimum wage protection , collecti\'e bargaining under the National Labor Rei hon ct. regulations preventing the explOitation of child I bor, ilnd ti!!hter controls over the grower-dominated Farm Lil r Placement Sen'ice, The drama of the Delano grape tnkt: \\ ilttracting national press, and Chavez supporters u� ted to Willtams that hearings in California might help bnng ttentJon to both the bills and the cause of the farm \\ ork r. William,S �!!feed, and scheduled hearings March 14, 1.'), .  nd l� lq66, III acramento, Visalia, and Delano, I\lr{'h r fiN tron� impression of Chavez came during the pt'1II1\ ' cia)' of hearil\�s in Sacramento, Congressman Harlan Hag( n, allOwed to sit with the committee because Delano \\ 11\ Ju di triet, que tioned Chavez about communist mflu n \\ Itlull the SFWA If.  . . agen Wa<; a DixlCcrat Democrat, h
ll� :1 d he had I/Ifonnation that a member of the NFWA 

l r plartl to . .  u� 
h
un,def the sponsorship of the Progressive \ \\ Ille I a Trot h'l' tn ' . , • 

�J " orgart lzatlOn at a mll1l-
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1 , I '  (. Stal inist or Marxist , , : ' " bor< ( r I n  , • 
1 ayhe j t  . .  ls 

. '  direct rcd haiting, But was V(" .. y 1)11 and !llcalled: It wa�
h vcz handled himself, 1 k c,lslly )111 1 er re ay C a , , J(ifC1 jth the W l Ie ffave direct, ('()\lrag('OIls sed 'll d f Hagen , ,.., 

' f  ?' k' I f ."" ,reS ahea 0 - ' t beatinff your WI e .  In< () 1"'1' out 'II ve you q ti l I':> 
J 1 callie , t  the a

d d  ftly between the horns. c was (lSwefS 0 d he passe e a 'ons an 
quest!, 

of the first witnesses called hy good, 
z had been o n� Chavez summed l1p the case chave . h 's testimony 

. . !llS, Dunng I 
' wa '  "I  hope everybody here agrees W.l�:e far!ll workers �hlS n ! farm is made just like a factory fOf

t a !llan who wor
'ld

s 0 l 'ke to eat J'ust as much as the tha h . s chi ren 1 
k r _ worker, that 

,1 and that his wife does not li e to
. 

Ive 11\ a 
factory worker s, 

e . . . [The] average farm worker 11\ De�an� substandard �ous 
lives in a house which he rents for $,')5 a 

has seven chlldren:nents on a car, furniture, and to a finance month, makes pay 
t 'ke he worked eight months of the 

company, Before the s 
� h's wife worked four months beside 

Year at $1 . 10 an hour an  1 
d ' the summer his children d eekends an m , 

th him, an on w . b s food at the same stores at e worked too. , . . This man uy 
[If] the farm workers same prices that the farm�e

d��
, 
s��� protection of the la:�' are equal, then th,ey des 

d
e 

h Williams bills which confer thiS that other men enJoy, an t e
" equality must be passed ' , , 

f the Williams bills, but the The farmers opposed all Ok ' the �LRA drew special proposal to include farm wor ers 
a� for the Califomia Farm attention, Allan Grant, a spokesm 
II rve bargaining would Bureau, contended: "Statutory c� �c I

ly by a'relatively few mean the strangulation of our foo pp 
, 

- rt the right of ] ' F m Bureau suppo 
d t persons, . , . [":'e m ar

. . , [butl we are oppose . 0 workers to orgamze voluntanly : d ' ted in the Detll10 . ' bell1ff a voca forced unionism as It IS now Co 
area . .  

. ] nresidcnt of the ' , , 
1 " rower ,1110 [ 

f Martin Zaninovich, a De ano b d t dear the arlllers C ittt't' m<l e I 
the South Central Farmers omn� "Th�'rc is 110 str

.
ike among 

th still maintained theIT posltton 
- .. II > I strike IS pure Illy , 

k . The SOot ,\ II . 
who are Delano farm wor 'crs, , 

I '  tside agitators f thl lll' 1\ 011 -manufactured out 0 110 "" 
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more intc'n'\t<'d in ('r{,'l t l l " T " I I 
I 

' '"" l( )\ l  l e i t l  
III I n' w(,lfarc of (arm \In;" 'I' , . .  1 1  It' t Tn itl'<1  S 

I ' I  ' 
( s. tnt 

t \HIS ( "nng tht',t' h(';ln ngs t h " t 
Cs than 

�p()m Ort d comp,II1\' nnitln, 
. ' I  , '

T 
t he first of t I  

F " , , ' , It uhrc 
1. Ie gr 

arm OIM'r. .Ipp('an'd 'm I ' ' - ""ern Ind oWer, 

conlr ' ,.' l. 
• •  l \\ as c'\po d epend 

11(' , 01" r mn" \nt'rt). ,j,\ D('hn . . sc . Led b ent 

I(',t if" dUrillg t ill' l Ist d'" )/. t l  ' 1 
0 reSIdents had Y labor 

"I '.J . ' • 
l Ie IC'nin ' 

asked 
1\ '('1'(' " fell �h {.inn " ()rkl'r witll " .  ' gs, III Delan to 

caJ lI'd Ih(,111 It) the "it nl'�s <t ' l lll
slscs

\. ''''hen Senator WO" II�hey 
. . . ., '  ( .( rre I 1 

3ctmg H mlt'rprt'tt'r for tho" ' ' u  
1'0 explained 

h atns 

,pca� �:Ill!1i h. 
Sl III 1e group who coul� 

Was 

" Ilham, h Id him to proceed 0 
not 

c phinill!! in Spalllsh _ with A�r 
ne of Ule workers be 

th t he had \\ orked for 0 
ero translating in E fan 

I!\'c? 111 Dd. no and was 
n��a

i
nc leI' .for ten years, ili�1 

ish 

t t  !Imom' rambled on w'U 
s ng hIS family here 

he 

('�mnllttee Williams int�r�;�;�lating to �e bills befo're �
e 

nllght learn more if it asked 
' , suggestmg the committ e 

\\ ii/ian . A 
questIOns. ee 

A
- . ,; rt:' you all field workers? 
"� 'V. I e ,  'II' all field k 

'" 1 /  
. , Wor ers 

I 
,
JaIl �ked ilieir " 

. 

('onullIttee. Ther had littl 
°fnlO7 of the bills before th 

luld I bor la\\'s -\ 
e , now edge of minimum w 

e 

h h d 
. .  questIOn abo t II 

ages or 
mug t emonstration from 

u .co ective bargaining 
rder " restored S 

a group m the audience Aft 

qll ;tlOnin 
"F ' enator George Murphy t k ' 

er 

I 
Irst, would Y b 

00 up the 
I p repre�nt?" 

. ou esta lish exactly who 
IT(" \\' II 

you 

I d ro, e . I for one am 

ti
n ('l �d nt Farm Workers 

a member of the Tulare-Kern 
1 tnt( . . . now we . are not supporting 

rrem plamed the . 
: :t� I ::r l�tJon that wOll l����e;��I1d see , "nothing wrong" 

thlllk that 
ann worker'i, but volun� ':I

orking conditions and 
UIllOIlI5Jll ho Id 

an y added "I f 
r d 

u not he sh 
, or one 

dnuttt>d 
' lUll r qu�tJonin� by Se 

oved down our throats, " 

1 1  " as  Ilot a picker " , h
nator Rohert F. Kennedy 

." IJ I th t 'h 
ng t now." 

' 

L rrrrn 0 d 
" at You ordiw ' I r manl) I do '('ontra(1i�� 

y do? YOII do picking? 

160 
g and farm work also. 

A yOI l rc�jst('fcc1 with the state as a t'Olltral'tm) 

rlennedy: 
r� r 1 am a licensed ('on tractor. 

I' , yes, 51 , f 1 
j\rrero, , Aren't yOl l there or<: an ('mp oyer? 

[(ennedy. 
'd "Yes " he was an employer, hilt that h(' was 

ero sal " 
, 

K I 
Arr , the hearings as an IOterpreter. ennC( y cstahhslwd 

attendmg was in fact, acting as spokesman for the group, 

h t Mrero t " t' h ' . . ' 

I a ther labor contrac or was ac 109 c ,lIfman of 

thaI an�at the TKIFW board of directors was dominated hy 

TJ<lfW, 
and crew leaders, the TKIFW secretary was a woman 

foreme
p
nerated a downtown business. Arrero also admitted 

whO 0 " h " b . 

that some farmers were onorary mem ers, paymg the $ 1  a 

!IIonth dues. 
During a recess newsmen questioned farmers who ap-

eared to be with a large group of the TKIFW supporter . The 

farmers admitted they had brought the group to the hearing 

because iliey were the "real workers" of Delano and they 

wanted to express their support for those TKIFW memhers 

who were testifying. Some of this group were field workers, 

!IIost were crew bosses or crew pushers or foremen, others 

were labor contractors. 
These were the Mexican American or Filipino farm 

workers who had " made it" in Delano, in  ilie only ' .... ay a 

brown- or black-skinned man or woman can make it in the 

dominant, conservative agribusiness society. They had 

worked hard, done what they were told, never complained, 

and had been willing to exploit others and to be exploited 

themselves. Traditionally, in the San Joaquin Valley agribusi

ness scene, the best job a field laborer can aspire to is that of 

foreman; to get to this position he or she must learn to push 

crews _
 make them work faster - ilien to boss crews, The 

crew leader's job security and his prestige in the community 

depends upon his ability to act as a middle man between the 

employer and the worker. When the foreman says "the boss 

nee�s 50 plum pickers the day after tomorrow," t�e c��w 

boss s job and hope for advancement depends upon hiS ablhty 

to bring in 50 plum pickers: he works t�rough aunts and 

uncles and cousins and friends, the word IS spread throu� 

the barrios and c% n itlS and with it, the crew boss !I 
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rC'rlJ�3tion in the COllllllllllll \ I I ' pronde \\'ork �oml'nll ' t I 
• I hl'{'OI l lCS ., 

II ,I tf '  
I (I I\I}Il\\ . \ t  t l ' 

. ' " lllan ran( 1 0 and hl'cnlll(' I .  I . 
' l iS JUllct who 

d ' ' .  . ,1 1111 ('ont · Ure S can 
omg 'rn�attl)n \\ ()("I. . ] I actors tl °llle 
1 1\ ,lI lu t ("'wtn ' d . , 0 leI' Il'le 

B< lll'\'\, I ht' pinrl,lell'; fOrt'Ill 'I II
' J nVing, and fi

s stay on
n 

In  1 f 
' . nal! 

. 9 15 ,(1nn " tll'I,IS \\ as t l  ' 
Y the '  

BlallcO F'nlit l ()(llpam" hl" su
l

< 
nu.mber One forem 

Y 
who hrought I II  C'("t'\\ s.

' 
and 'h

�til'V1Sed t1le labor c�n for the 
1J.\lIlg a IIt'I"'I)r!.: of suI) co ' 

)Ossed the work 
Iltractors 

d " 1  _.J 
• - II I emen and ers h '  

, 

C\ ( (II t"ll. .\ I .lt'las worked as ma 
crew leaders 
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. Wa� MaCIas s 

, the Bianco workers did not walk O\1t OJ) strik!' 
tentJOn I '  1 "  h con se of the lahor. re atlOns po ICles e, as a foreman, was 

becau ffect on thClr hehalf. He wa" paternalistic. 
ab��� ewere the Bianco workers? Were they local Delano 

ea residents, as the Dela?o growers contended? Macias said 
ar t least hal f  were migrants from Texas or Mexico wh( 
that a f 'l 1 "  

) 

moved in large ami y groups, trave mg With the seasons. He 

laughed, "You had to be good to these people, because they 
were close. If you fired one, you lost 25 or 30 people. They 
would all quit and go off t? wor� somewhere else." 

In 1964 and 1965 MacIas saId he favored the idea of a 
union for farm workers. He praised Cesar Chavez, hut 
contended those working in  the NFW A under Chavez the 
Chavistas - were mad for power or were vindictive. He said 
NFWA organizers singled out the crew leaders and foremen 
and picketed their homes, intimidated their families, threat
ened their children. He said, "Chavez had great ideas, but 
then those commies came in, now he says one thing, and his 
organizers do another . . ." 

In his own way Cono Macias wants to be a leader of farm 
workers, but he  also covets the middle-class existence of a 
supervisor earning $15,000 to $20,000 a year. At the time I 
interviewed him, in  the early summer of 1974, he, his wife, 
and ilieir 8 children lived in a neat, well-furnished suburban 
home. He had been a leader in  several grower-dominated 
"worker associations" that were fronted by crew hosses and 
labor contractors to counter the Chavez-led movement. For 
the past year and a half Macias had been a Teamster 
organizer and then an area supervisor in charge of 20 to 30 
other organizers. Like Macias, most of these men were 
Anglocized, but they gave a Mexican appearance to the 
Teamster effort. 

The Teamsters used Macias and bis followers for six 
months more, then sacked them in an internal power play 
that reestablished the Anglo power struct\1re. Althollgh he 

Was angered and hurt hy the movC', Macias seemed t
,
o �c('ept 

such "internal politics," and his resolve to work Wlthm the 

estahlished agrihllsi l1ess systelll seemed unshaken. When I 
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, . many rural area�: Chavez told the senators that 

prevaIls In 
ty sheriff's deputies were photographing individ 

j(ern Co un and interrogating them as they marched peace-
icketS d 

' 

ual p public 
roa ways. 

fuJly alon� Williams: I don't understand hy what anthonty 
Senat01 h th
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have to go thro
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ug � l�qU

?
lsltIOn an questioning and 
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Clav e . d b  h d minds we ha een arasse enough, and we refused 
up �ur them any information and refused to let them take our 
t� g.vees we told the inquiring officer from the Kern County 
Phl
ct�ffr s' Office that if he wanted more information from us or 

5 en h 
. 

wanted to take our picture, e would first have to arrest 
uS . . . 

Senator Murphy, the conservative, was shocked frequently 
during this series of hearings, often expressing his dismay at 
what he saw and heard. On this occasion he suggested, "We 
ought to invite the Kern County Sheriff in and find out his 
explanation of this," 

The invitation was issued, and accepted by Sheriff Roy 

Galyen. Galyen was an old Kern County lawman; as a 
captain in the highway patrol he had helped quell the violent 
cotton strikes in 1933 and he had participated in policing 
most of the farm labor struggles since that time. Galyen 
appeared at the final session of the subcommittee hearings in 
Delano, two days later. The sheriff explained his deputi�s 
were taking pictures on the peaceful picket line� so 0at, If 
trouble did occur, they would have the means to Identify the 
troublemakers. 

Senator Robert Kennedy had joined the hearings � day 

late, and had not heard Chavez testimony about the picture 
taking. Now it was his turn for dismay. Galyen tri�d to make 
Kennedy understand the need to identify p�tenhal tro�lhle

makers. The photos _ and field interrogatIOn mfonnatlOn 
. C t Sh nff s Office 

- were just for the use of the Kern oun Y e , d h 
and were kept in confidential files, The file con tame t e 

names and photos of 5,000 people, , h , 't ? 
Kennedy: Do you take pictures of everyone 

m t e CI y, 
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" roccdurcs in connection with these matters. 

consider h
IlS

 Pggest thal the sheriff read the Constitution of 
re [can] su 

, " 'ted States, 
the unl 

the most Significant things to come out of the hcarin�s 

one of osition taken openly and unanimously hy the 

was �e 
liShops of California, Until Bishop Hugh Donohoe 

cathob�ton took the witness stand representing the Cahfor

o� St��hoPS, the Church as an institution had remained 
nl� tly neutral. Most farm workers and most Delano growers 
qUle 

CatholiC, but, in the San Joaquin Valley, the growers 

r
ere'nated the Church,  Bishop Aloysius J ,  Willinger of the 

�rr;:terey-Fresno Diocese, which included Delano, was theo

lo�iCally conservative and he was considered pro-grower. 

When liberals like Father James Vizzard, of the r-.;ational 

Catholic Rural Life Conference, came to Delano to support 

the striking farm workers they were sharply reprimanded by 

Bishop Willinger. Despite this, a few individual priests made 

the pilgrimage for a day or a week, and several young Jesuits 

remained in Delano as chaplains to the farm workers, One 

priest, who had a pilot's license, rigged a loudspeaker on a 

plane and flew Chavez low over the vineyards so he could try 

to talk the workers out of the vines, The priest's superiors 

read news accounts of his flight and ordered him grounded, 

While some Catholic churches and individuals helped as 

they could, there was no overall operating policy until Bishop 

Donohoe testified, He made it plain that the bishops were not 

addreSSing themselves to the narrow issues of the Delano 

grape strike, but to the broader "farm labor problem as a 

moral problem ," The bishops built their statement on Papal 

and Vatican Council doctrines; they gave careful considera

tion to the rights of the employers, then established th,
eir 

position in support of the farm workers' right to f,orm a uOlOn 

of their own choosing, The bishops made t\�O pomts th�t put 

them in direct conflict with the growers: First, they satd the 

role of the labor organizer was �tal to the fonllation of any 

union; and, second, they recognized that the work�rs had an 

absolute right to strike, if all other recourse had faIled, 
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f the fields and towns, opening with "Dc 

rkers ou
t 0ng about the colors of spring in the fields1 

\�o .. [a SO 
. , 

CoJores rayer. 1'he whole thing had a strong c\lltmal, 

fllaybe a l. g yet it was organizing people. 

religiOUS I��ew more than anybody else, he knew more 

" chavez . h d t h k 
t where the thmg a 0 go, e new more abo\lt what 

abotJ the workers faced and he knew that to approach 
bJeJIlS th I l 'k . 

pr
o nization of ese peop e I e an orgamzer going into 

the o�g
a plant some place, was ridiculous. They had no frame 

anf 
aUfe�ence, they were people who had been born in Mexico 

o re d f th ' li ki ' M  
and had live mos� 0 elf ve� wor ng �n exico and the 

{]nited States. WhIle Chavez directed theIr attention to the 

conoJIlic needs, he pulled them together through this 

�OJ1lJIlon denominator, the cultural religiOUS form. 

"I'll never forget one night, we were talking. It was toward 

the end of the march. He held his two hands in fists, like they 

were holding something, palms up, fingers closed. He looked 

at one closed hand and said 'Today we must have the Eagle 

and Our Lady of Guadalupe; when we get the contracts we 

won't need Our Lady' and he opened one hand. It wasn't 

that he was taking advantage of the Church, it's as if he knew 

that to get from where the farm workers were to where they 

had to go, they needed help. He is a guy who knows what he 

ultimately wants and he knows he can't get there in the 

traditional ways. Radical? Sure, in the sense of being 

different. " 
But the march was not a radical departure for Chavez; 

rather, it was a synthesis of organizing techniques he had 

used before. The grape strike had forced his attention away 

from the creation of a statewide organization; he had all but 

abandoned the small cadres he had developed in other areas; 

and now, through the march to Sacramento, he would 

reestablish contact with some of these people. The march 

became a mobile house meeting, a way of involving farm 

workers outside the strike area in the primary battle. 

The route of the march lay up through the San Joaquin 

Valley, past Stockton and the San Joaquin River delta 

country, and into the Sacramento Valley, passing through JO 
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e town, I could see Cesar was really beat . He was 

forge\� 
waS limping from some problem with one foot. He'd 

tired, 'ng in the park, or wherever, and 1 said to him 
sleepl h b '  

' 
��e: about if I gOb

�ver to t at '
th
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1 ov

b
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, what we did. 1 rented four rooms, for Cesar and 1 and 

�;t brake and somebody else, 1 don't re�ember who . . .  " 

J That night, as they talked, Chavez explamed that Al Green 

had opposed the idea of the march, that Larry ltliong and the 

FilipinoS had defied ?reen. So�.e .of th,
e NFWA membership 

had objected to ta�n� the Fllipmos mto the march, but 

Chavez said he had l�ld the �aw down: 1 told them Filipino 
brothers would be With us, If they chose, and their Awoe 
banner would be up front, beside our Black Eagle. And that I 

would hear no arguments about that." 
Kircher was having a hard time understanding Green and 

the Stockton operations. He explained to me years later: "As 
I got into the A woe picture I found the most ridiculous kind 
of structure. The principal A woe office was in Stockton, and 
that was where Green was, but the strike was in Delano. 
Stockton to Delano is probably 175 miles. The Awoe 
leadership in Delano told me if they even wanted to print a 
leaflet they had to draw it up and send it in to Stockton. 

"My first judgment was the Awoe was crazy . . .  but as I 

�ot talking to Green, it was obvious the problem was 
Jealousy, the whole identity of the cause had gone over to 
Chavez and the NFW A . . ." 

One of the most disturbing things to Kircher was the 
Awoe-Teamster relationship in the citrus industry. 'While the 
Teamsters had organized eight or nine citrus packinghouses 
and had won NLRA elections (packinghouses are covered by 
the NLRA), the Awoe seemed to receive no benefits from the 
partnership. Kircher said, "As I dug deeper, 1 found that all 

Of. the organizing the AWOC had been doing had been .done 

With labor contractors. Thev said they had over 100 Signed 

contracts between the A woe and labor contractors." 
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ere. 

d the "woe failed in, its five-��ar efforts? 
W'hY ha 'd "They weren t orgamzmg , , , they were 

e� sal , f h h '  Chav 'n Stockton . One 0 t e t mgs they w011ld do 
iJ10stly uP

l'
�

e get up early, ahout 4:30 in the morning and go 
would b;o� 

where the buses load. By that time Awoe had 
to sk� 

a whole series of contracts with labor contractors. 
signe the guy could get on the bus he had to pay a dollar 
Before 

he had to sign an authorization card and get the 
dueS, °d

r
educted from his pay. When the buses left the Awoe 

d Jlar ' Ah 
' 

o went home, That was It, , but the workers were 
�ys

d off about it, having to pay a dollar to ride the 
PISse " 
buS , ' ' Kircher ordered Green to fade into the background; he 

hut down the citrus operations, transferred A woe funds to 

belano, and gave Larry ltliong direct control over his end of 

the Delano grape strike, Kircher explained, "Within a week, 

for all practical purposes, the A wac was reduced to what 
Larry was doing in Delano. Larry was the real inspirational 
leader of the A wac operation. He and Chavez started 
working together as a team , , ," 

The maneuvering had been effective, from Kircher's point 
of view, but Chavez was still reSisting a full merger. Chavez 
explained, "See, I was worried that it would curb our style, 
you know? I was worried we wouldn't be able to do the 
secondary boycott. I knew we couldn't really have two 
unions; on our part I knew we weren't going to make any 
deals with the growers, but I didn't know what Green would 
do ; I was afraid he might make deals behind our backs. After 
Kircher shut the door on him, I was most concerned about 
the boycott. , . . Of course what we really wanted was to 
have the status of a small, national union," 

The boycott was a far more important tool to �havez than 
most observers realized. "We had started talkmg ahout a 

?oycott as a tactic way back before we had �tarted organiz

mg, when we were laying plans for the umon. We ta.lke? 
boycott, we knew what the word meant, hut we really dtdn t 

know, you know? We didn't know a primary boycott from a 

secondary boycott, 
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l 'ne Boston: Crape hoycotters stage a Boston Grnl)!' 

Dote I 

rarty, l 'rte Fresno: Tired Marchers pass through the city 01 

Dote I Of th . .  1 
. ' 1 

Y to Madera. e on gIna 75 only 50 are left 

th ir wa d E ' 
. 

e rnarch was to en aster Sunday on the steps of the 

'[he apitol in Sacramento. Chavez invited Governor Ed 
tate C b h ' 

-

5 d G Brown to e t ere to meet WIth the workers h t 
lJlUll ' , ' , " u 

governor s apPollltments secretary pohtely declined the 

���itatiOn, The governor would be in Palm Springs with his 

falJlily on Easter Sunday. Brown was suspicious of the farm 

worker rnov�ment led by �havez, and he favored a quiet, 

private meetlllg, not a public, speech that might be constmed 

by agribUSiness �s an unfnendly gesture. The governor's 

refusal to meet With the workers earned more headlines. and 

sen
t a ripple of anger through the marchers. 

Behind the scenes Chavez was urging all of his supporters 

to apply pressures on both DiGiorgiO and Schenley In

dustries. In cities like Los Angeles and Chicago !'IFWA 

supporters approached everybody who might have some 

influence. During the Senate hearings, one of t11e NFWA 

volunteers, Wendy Goepel, rode in the car carrying Senator 

Robert Kennedy to the airport. She talked with the senator, 

trying to enlist his support for the Schenley boycott. and 

there are people i n  the farm workers union who believe the 

Kennedy influence was exerted, 
Whether or not Kennedy's influence was applied. Schenley 

was beginning t o  feel the sandpaper effect of the boycott on 

its public image ; the company was completely organized, 

except for the 5,000 acres of vineyards, and it had a good 

labor relation s  reputation. Corporate officers worked hard to 

maintain this good relationship with l�bor unions. , 
The 

Schenley corporation retained labor relatIOns expert Sidney 

Korshak; h e  was asked to handle the farm labor prohlem, hilt 

things were not coming together for him. Then a chain of 

Circumstances, and a nUllor that turned out to be a hoax, got 

talks started between the NFW.-\, and the corporation, 

The mmor had it that union bartenders, led hy Herman 

(Blackic) Leavitt, were going to boycott Schenley liquor .. if 
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ld Leavitt to sct lip a meeting with Chavez. 
f(orshak'd

to
" Chavez was very suspicious of Anglos at that 

f eavitt s
d
a1h ' particularly didn't trust outside labor leaders, so 

J-' An e 
'

K" h " 
tirJIe. d through Bill Irc er . 
1 w�r��er was speaking to the Louisiana state AFl.'elO 

j(ir ' n in New Orleans. Leavitt reached him by phone 
ventiD th k d th con d midnigh t, and ey wor e on e phone most of the 

�oun 
rranging the meeting for the follOWing afternoon at 

nlgh� �'s palatial Los Angeles home. IGrcher caught a 6 A.M. 

J{,O�t �nto Los Angeles. Leavitt said, "Chavez came in from 

�� march and �e brought Chris Hartmire and 4 or 5 farm 

rkers with him, and announced the worker committee 
w�uld make the decisions. That set Korshak back a hit; he 

�ad been hoping for a quiet, one-to-one meeting." 

In the end Chavez settled for four people: IGrcher, 

Leavitt, Hartmire, and himself. The recognition agreement 

and negotiation procedures took all afternoon and evening to 

work out. Then the two sides set up a press conference for 

the following day. On April 6, 1966, Schenley officially 

recognized the NFWA. The news sent an electric shock 

through the farm workers and the Delano grape growers. The 
march to Sacramento picked up its tempo. Kircher used the 
news to push his own efforts to get Chavez to agree to bring 
the NFWA into the federation. Kircher issued a statement: 

The role of  the AFL-CIO in  the Schenley agreement indicates 

our respect for the NFWA. We look forward to the day when 

the movement is part of the great mainstream of organized 

labor, the AFL-CIO. The needs of farm workers. so long 

forgotten, demand the total strength and solidarity of all of 

organized labor. 

Council of California Growers executive director O. W. 

Fillerup trumpeted agribusiness' s displeasure: 

While the NFWA and its religions cohorts were righteously 

preaching democ'ratic processes and marching on Sacra

mento, the leaders were closeted elsewhere, working out a 
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e must win, It is 

erstone for 
organizing all farm workers all over the 

the . corrbe A.fL-CIO approves and supports this position," 

oatlOP' was still some months away, hut there was little 
rvter�r big federation - through the offices of Bill Kircher 

dOu::s �acking the radical independent movement. The 

--,day march . 
fro� D�lano to S�cramento hecame the 

�5h' Ie for pro]ectlOg thIS support lOtO the national media, 
'Ie IC h d t t d ' d ' 

' 

the march that a s ar e 10 esperahon with 75 people, 
h d nOW swelled to 4,000 people as it approached the 

\skirts of Sacramento, The marchers were jubilant, and this 
oUood carried through the television and printed news 

:Ccounts, Thousands more waited on the steps of the state 

capitol to welcome them , 
In the happy pandemonium of Easter Sunday, as the 

marchers and the congregated fann worker supporters milled 

about, the 57 "originales" - the men and women who had 

marched the entire 300-mile distance - were escorted to the 

seats of honor. Chorusing shouts of "Viva la Huelgal" and 

"Viva la Causa!" rent the air. 
Dolores Huerta, i n  the principal address of the day, 

warned the Democrats to be wary for they "do not have us in 

their hip pockets, , , , We will be counted as your supporters 

only w?en we can count you among ours, ' , , We are no 

lon�er I�terested in  listening to the excuses the governor has 

to gIve m defense of the growers, or to his apologies for them 

not paying us decent wages or why the governor can't dignify 

the ,workers as individuals with the right to place the price of 

then own labor through collective bargaining, The workers 

are on the rise, There will be strikes all over the state, and 

throughout the nation because Delano has shown what can 

be done, and the w�rkers know now, they are no longer 

alone " , , , 
With the end of the march, the NFWA and the suhsidiary 

A WOC had passed successfully through the first trial hy fire. 

The recognition by Schenley, the shift by DiGiorgio to new 

positions on elections, and the inclusion of farm lahor under 

the NLRA were the outward sYmhols of something deeper; 

farm workers were beginning' to realize that a union was 
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dig;�� °
thoughts carne fro� Chavez's feeling of hein� 

t d from a warm, lovmg, secure atmosphere on the 

uproo 
:nd being cast adrift in the harsh environment of 

fa�;ant life. On the farm the family had a sense of purpose 

:od direction, they had some control over their lives, hut 

e on the road this sense of purpose and control disap

o��ed. Such feelings s�aped Chav��'s unique leadership. He 

is a guerrilla leade�, m th� tradltIon of Zapata, who ha� 

adapted the aggresslYe nonvlOlent philosophies of Gandhi to 

the farm worker cause. 

Jim Drake said, "Cesar is a reaction. Whatever the 

opposition forces him to be at the time, that is what he is. 

. . . If there is a big strike, Cesar is the picket line, he is 

there, with the people, reacting. He is at his best when there 

is a lot of pressure, he is at his worst when there isn't much 

happening. When not much is happening, he goes off on 

tang�nt�. At first, �ou know, I felt he was kind of godlike, that 

he. �Idn t make mlstakes, that he had some kind of uncanny 

ab!�lty to see through everything. 

Now I know he makes mistakes . . . .  I don't think he is so 

mu�h the strategist as I think he embodies his strategy. You 

don t have to be right on target with your strategy, it's just 

that every strategy you decide on, you die with it, carry it to 

the ultimate. It isn't strategy that wins, it is commitment. 

Cesar can make a mistake in strategy and no one will know 

because he will adhere to it . . .  " 
Talking about the first days of the strike and the develop-

ment of strategy, Chavez said, "In the beginning we lare 

doing it from day to day. We were reacting, you know. We 

had like a general idea, but that was all; you have to 

understand there were about four or five things we had to 

deal with, and the biggest of these was not the strike. The 

most time was spent keeping the people going, disc�plining 

them, training thelll, making sure there was no vlolence, 
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ive the work�rs some control over their w()rkin� 
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g s Chavez saKI. the new contracts would provide 
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forcement of the contracts. e concept of ranch commit-
en began to emerge as the NFWA leaders talked about how 
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to deal with e eXlstmg a or contractor-crew boss system. 

Chavez declared, "To fire a worker they must prove to the 

'on that the worker is not keeping up his part of the 
uOi h 

" 
sponsibility to t e contract. 

re 
The NFW A was still operating out of the old storefront at 

102 Albany Street; as the movement grew, more room was 

needed. The union rented a pink house directly behind the 

storefront, and then a gray house on the next street over. The 

pink house became Chavez's administrative headquarters; his 

office was a small corner bedroom, down a dark narrow 

hallway, past the bathroom. The house was crowded. There 

was never enough room; phones were always ringing; 

long-haired volunteers and dark-skinned farm workers were 

jamming in and out; there was tlIe constant yammer of voices 

talking, laughing, swearing in Spanish and English. There 

were always people coming and going; some were sleeping 

on the couches or the floor, eating out of brown bags and 

paper cartons. . 
Jim Drake was running the offices, trying to keep th� ?llls 

paid, juggling Cesar's schedule and keeping track of deCISIOns 

coming out of the incessant meetings between Chavez and 

the staff. A car had broken down. Repair? Replace it? Twenty 

more workers walked out on strike; where was the money 

coming from to feed and house not only the strikers hut their 

families, too? Tell them to seek work elsewhere? Co on 

welfare? What? 
Whenever a major issue arose, Chavez call�d Hue�a, 

Padilla, Antonio Orendain, and Julio Hernandez mto consul

tation. These were the NFWA executive board m�mhers, and 

their policy meetings often lasted far into the I11ght, as they 
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, more support for t�e farm worker cause. He led 

tJr@��lls of volunteers, carrymg food and clothing to the farm 

cara Cesar traveled to the colleges and labor conve -

rkers, 'd Th 
n 

�OIlS seeking more ai . e AFL-CIO and the UAW contribu-

t�O ' were the backbone of the budget, but the muscle and 

K
OIl� of the union came in the $5, $10, and $20 donations as 

eS dreds of groupS and individuals responded. 
' 

The talks at 1 iOrgiO sputtere rough late April and 
hUll D'G" d th 

early May without , 
p�og�e�s. �have� focused all of the 

boycott eff�rts on DiGiOrgiO s highly vis�bl� �ne of products: 

S alld W Fme Foods and Treesweet fruit JUIces. Kircher put 

the full
"
weight of the AFL-CIO be�ind th� p�mary boycott, 

saying, The company took the umon on; it did not recognize 

the NFW A and it asked for this head-to-head fight." 

Cesar asked Fred Ross to come to Delano and help 

organize the campaign against DiGiorgiO. Ross started 

putting together worker meetings; he, Hartmire, and Drake 

worked to get Catholic, Protestant, and JeWish religiOUS 

leaders and laymen to exert pressure directly on the com

pany. Robert DiGiorgio said the company would be willing to 

allow an outside observer to come in to expedite the 

stalemated NFWA-DiGiorgio talks, and he suggested Bishop 

Aloysius Willinger of the Monterey-Fresno Catholic Diocese 

for the job. Bishop Willinger accepted the offer, an� sent 

Monsignor Roger Mahoney as his observer. Chavez objected, 

Bishop Willinger's conservative posture and agribusiness bias 

made him unacceptable. Mahoney was asked to leave the 

meetings. 
At the time Mrs. Ophelia Diaz was a crew boss on the 

DiGiorgiO Sierra Vista Ranch. She had been employed by 

DiGiorgiO for twenty-five years, working her way up from 

seasonal harvester to ilie full-time job of bossing crews, Her 

husband had a similar job on a nearby ranch; they had a large 

family and had recently moved into a m��est ne,
w}

iOme. All 

their children were in school. They had made It, but Mrs. 

Diaz was not satisfied. She listened to the huelgistas, The talk 

about Chavez stirred her curiosity, but she made no move 

toward the NFW A until her foreman handed her some cards 
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nc mt . ervlCW, told me the 

rnatiOnal was supp,orting Joint Council 3R'S move. He 
Int� the Tearnsters, with the snpI;0rt of the International 
sal h rernen and Warehousemen s Union, were movin<'. ' 
L � o 

' b in 
o nize field labor on a rnaJor scale. For more details h 

to orga lk E' M h h . ' e 

SO ested 1 ta to mar 0 n, t e mternational vice 
gg'dent in charge of the Western Conference of Teamcte . 

PreS! h d h 
., rs. 

Both lloffa and Mo n argue t at the Teamster move was 

logical because the !eamsters ,:ere already representing 

workers in the cannenes, the packing sheds, and cold-storage 

lants that processed the fresh fruits and vegetables. They 

raid the Teamsters were merely protecting their jurisdictional 

flank by organizing field labor. 
Taken in historical perspective, the Teamster move was 

just o�e of � long series of jurisdictional raids that occur 

periodically 10 the p�sh a?d shove of organized labor in the 

United States.  The big umons - and the federations - have 

never been content to stay within the confines of their own 

territory . . But , why di� the Teamsters pick DiGiorgio to 

�aunch thiS m aJ.o� move �nto,the fields? Why did they show up 

Just at the cntlcal pomt m the NFWA-DiGiorgio election 

talks? Both Kircher and Chavez suggested the company 

invited the Teamsters in, to head off the NFWA, and that by 

jumping into bed with the grower the Teamsters were 

warming up for a "sweetheart contract." 
Kircher told Mohn he thought the Teamster move against 

an employer already under strike by another union was 

unethical, even i n  the hurly-burly political atmosphere of 

American organized labor. Mohn, disturbed by Kircher's 

allegations, agreed to a secret meeting with Chavez and 

Kircher. Mohn came away from the meeting saying the 

!eamster plans were "indefinite," adding, "This is a complex 

Issue. The old AWOC _ 
how alive it is I don't know. The 

�FWA is there, it gets a lot of publicity, but little is k?own of 

Its real goals, whether it will shape up into a trade umon, or a 

civil rights movement." 
The ILWU'S interests were never explained; although the 

Longshoremen have farm lahor contracts blanketing Hawaii 

agribUSiness, they had never made a move toward mainland 
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h second round of Schenley contract talks was 
because

e
J �o ' start the next day, J\l�e 21, in . Los "�gc1es . 

schedul 
polores Huerta was the chIef negotIator, Chavl'l. 

While be on hand, so he had accepted an engagement to 
wanted to

the Retail Clerks' regional convention that same 

� to M h 
' 

spe Kircher was.to rep�esent eany at t e same conv�ntion. 

day. .  her explamed, We had agreed to an electIon at 
�

.r
c.gio agreed on procedures. We had 12 points and we 

Vi !O�ow� to the last three or four. The next day we had to 

;e�� LoS Angeles, but we told DiGiorgio we wanted to keep 
Y . "  

things gomg. . . . 

Chavez indIcated the negotIatIons had not progressed 

!lite that far, "We had agreed we wanted elections, we were 

(rying to work out the rules for the elections, but we were 
miles apart. When we left San Francisco we agreed we would 
be meeting the next Monday, They had kept a straight face 
through almost three hours of negotiations . . . .  [We] 
thought they were on the up and up, you know. But they had 
already made a secret deal." 

The exact time and place of the Monday meeting had not 
been fixed. When Kircher and Chavez arrived in Los 
Angeles, Kircher called the DiGiorgio offices in San Francisco 
to set the meeting schedule. He was told there would be no 
meeting and that a telegram was on its way explaining why. 

Kircher said, "We drove out to East L.A. without knowing 
what DiGiorgio had up his sleeve. We had a little offi�e, 
Dolores met us there, and there was the telegram announcmg 
an election [June 24] to be supervised by an accounting firm. 
The AWOC the NFWA that so-called independent [TKIFW], 

and the T�amsters we;e all on the ballot. We were had. This 
was rigged, All the cards were in DiGiorgio's hand. 

"They had a good public relations position on us because 
most people don't know the protections you must have. It 

looked good on the surface, They had called a pr�ss 

conference for the next day to announce t�e elect�on 

publicly, We were depressed. I said I was gomg �o .?an 

Francisco and break up that goddamn press conference. 

After a brief huddle. it was decided a two-pronged attack 

191 



on the DiGiorgio {'It'd lon, \I ' 
tpr/ 10 slav in I ) \ I

'
. 

,1.\ nl'l'dl'd CI 
I 

A , ngl' I'S l\. ' .  " lav " 
lad; to Sail F •• lnci'l'o t 1 1 .' I 

II dwr Hnd n 
ez Was Co 

10 r 'l 
( l l l'a" Ul) I I  Herta 11'll1'l' .�t \ 1'1 -( It) 1;", \ I'.s I "' I 

1(' press Were It. 
1) '(" . ' . 0 n l' . . cOnf Se 

I y lnrglO tn)JIl pullin" tl ' 

SUIt in c . erenc nt 
hallot" Tn tik Sl l l \  thl� I:� 1 \Woe and N��ut to pr:vand 
1ll�IW) \\ ,h r,nsl'd from S:l�l 

t� yut . up $25,0:mbes on �ht 
1 I1l10n" 

I anCISCO B and 'l'l 
e 

WI , 1 
ay Area 

. < ne 
l( 11 "lIchcr and H 

II.FL·c 
p, ' 'I I I 

uerta arrived 
to 

t U '. t It:'\ \I ere l llet ) 
at the Sa 

I�� D,GIOrgio officials \VllO
a\�?e door of the m� �rancisco 

I\:lrcher rl'l',llled, "They s 
'
d , led to preVent th �ng room 

enl e, .md I told them it  di�n 
,/� was a private pre��

r entry, 

told mt' they would call the ' 
oak very private to 

confer. 
lIre lx-tter lTet en I 

polIce and I told th 
me. They 

... aug 1 cops d em th d 
I !,!t' stood Robert DiG ' . ' an we just Went in U 

ey amn 

the radIO ml\'S 
10rglO. All three netw k ' P on the 

, ..... , newspaper or S we h 
\\1th them h 

guys, and I stood . h 
re t ere 

. , . . w en DiG '  . fig t in th " 
ment, I jumped up th 

10rglO finished readi h ' e line 

damn liar. And w
ere and told him I could 

ng IS state· 

The cameras wer: ���d talking and the new�rove �e Was a 

of ll�picion and d b 
nmg. We broke it up W 

guys lIstened. 

and !,!ot the AW 
ou t . Then we went imm�di 

e 
l
ca�t an aura 

Jot . .  
oc and NFW A na 

ate y mto court 

Ii G' . ' , 
mes ordered off the bal-

I lor!!1o went ah elections ' Ch 
ead with plans f 

�\-orkers 
'
to 

�v:z countered by callin 
or the Ju�e . 24th 

1I1\'Oh'e work 
} cott the elections. 

Th g �n �ll  DIGIOrgio 

and the 
Bo ers on both the Sierra V. e e ectIOns were to 

\\ ere -"2 
rrego

k 
Springs Ranch I'n S 

Ist
D
a Ranch near Delano 

I.) Wor 'er ) . . an ieg C 
DiGiOrgiO rul� 

s e 19lble to vote 
a ounty. There 

picket lines 
. On the day of th 

fn �oth ranches, by 
Cesar around both ranche 

e e eCllon the NFWA put 

I 
personally d '  s. 

j said "'\T Irected the B , e Were orreg S . 
people not to vot 

out there, on the e 
� pnngs operation. 

people refused 
e. We were prett 

n of the road, asking 
upenisors) we�� 

bot
,
e the first tim� successful .  Most of the 

had to vote a d 
ack out to the . ' so they the [DiGiorgiO 

n vote for the Team ,t
(;rews and told them they s ers s , . 0 We had the stuff to 

192 

I gaUy, because we had people inside who told liS 
t theJll e d "  ge h d happene . 

what cif Iloifman, Jr. ,  a Presbyterian �inister from Los 
ee

l waS with Chavez at Borrego Spnngs. He reported: 
Aoge eSiection was obviously planned to confirm what the 
"The �y had already decided, that those who went Ollt on 
co�pa

should have no opportunity to vote, and that the vote 
s
h
tr �d give the nod to the union of the company's choice." 
s OU B S ' d S' V' 

At both the orre�o pnngs an lerra Ista ranches many 

D'Ciorgio workers dId refuse to vote, even though they were 

b�sed into the polling places by the company. Of the 732 

eligible to vote, 38� cast ball�ts; . 2
84 voted in favor of a 

union, 60 voted agamst any umomzation, and 41 cast blank 

ballots. Of those favoring the idea of a union, 201 voted for 

the Teamsters, nine voted for the NFWA, three for the 

A WOC, and the remainder named other unions. 

The election was claimed as a success by the Teamsters 

and the company. But Chavez countered, saying the NFWA

A woe call to boycott the election was successful because 

nearly half the 732 workers eligible to vote refused to do so. 

Monsignor Roger Mahoney, aSSigned by Bishop Willinger as 

an observer, said in an interview seven years later that he did 

not think this first DiGiorgio election was fair because the 

company had set it up and had established all the rules. He 

said the Teamsters participated in the establishment of 

election rules, but obviously the Awoe and NYWA had not. 

Mahoney said the results of the election were not valid if for 

no other reason than the fact that Chavez-led forces boycot-

ted the balloting. 
To wrest the initiative from the DiGiorgio-Teamster 

faction, Chavez, Kircher, and Huerta with the help of Chris 

Hartmire set out on a flanking attack. Their goal was to 

pressure Governor Edmund G. "Pat" Brown into calling for 

an official investigation of the company-dom�nated �lec
.
tion.s. 

Brown had just narrowly won the Democ�atlc nommatJOn m 

the June primaries and, facing an aggressIve Ro�ald Reagan 

in the fall, felt he was politically vulnerable.  K��cher went 

directly to Brown, suggesting the governor take a statesman-
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could do little but 

hton'S reputati
on was beyond attack. Within two 

wait, I-I���ghton suggest�
d new el�cti�ns be held, under the 

weekS, 
on of the Amencan ArbitratIOn Association, The 

direct! and the Teamsters had little choice but to agree 
JI'lpany d 

' 
CO d negotiationS

 were starte to establish ground rules 
ance table to the NFWA, the AWOC, the Teamsters, and 
acCP rgio, The TKIFW company union had disappeared and 
01 10e mentioned it again, Tentatively, all three sides agreed 
no on I ' d d II 

n August 30 e ectlOn ay an to a ow any worker to vote 
onh� had worked 15 days for DiGiorgio at any time since the 

:ay before the stri
ke started in September 1965, The number 

totaled almost 2,000, 

When asked how such an agreement was reached Fred 

RoSS suggested: "Well, they made the mistake that po�erful 

groupS usually make. They underestimated the strength of 

the opposition. They thought with the powerful organization 

of the Teamsters and the fact they (DiGiorgio] would be able 

to throw their weight around, that they would beat us, They 

actually thought they had enough power and enough friends 

among the workers to swing it . . . (They believed the 

migrants had scattered like the sands of the de
sert, that we'd 

never be able to round them up. , . .  (They] underestimated 

our willingness to work and to win , , ," 

Chavez took the election proposal back to the 
membership 

for approval, Kircher swung the AWOC members into line, 

and the Teamsters and the company all agreed. The election 

was set, the rules adopted, but not before a big 
flare-up over 

the company's dismissal of 192 workers, Within the group 

were a large number of suspected NFWA sympathizers, 

Chavez cried, "foul," the company shrugged and explained 

that such layoffs were normal for that time of year. Chavez 

was trying to keep workers in the area
, He needed their 

votes, but he could not come up with 192 jobs, and there 

wasn't enough left in the NFWA stockpile to support them 

until the election. A compromise was reached: These workers 

could vote by mail. 
As the unions and DiGiorgio were working out the election 

procedures, disgruntled California agribusiness leaders 
were 
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ug t etween 
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c\'e l " 
U' th �fL-cro. 
aod wo

e 
dayS after the state senate hearings ended, Chavez 

f 
J(ircher announced the merger of the NFW A and the 

aod . to the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee 
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�f 

the j\fL-cro. Althoug �vez had dreamed of a totally 

. d endent farm workers umon, the announcement was no 
10 ep R I '  d "c I 
surprise. Fred oss exp ame , esar earned as he went 

along; he knew he had to have money, and he had to have 

more strength . Such a (merger 1 would bring him both money 

and strength . . . so he had to do it." 

chavez explained the merger this way: "We couldn't have 

tWO unions, 1 knew that, but see, 1 was worried that it would 

curb our style. You know? 1 was worried we wouldn't be able 

to boycott . . . . 1 told them 1 didn't mind joining, as long as 

we got a good deal, but we had to have the right to 

boycott . . . .  (We1 negotiated with Bill for, gee, well from 

March all the way through August, and then 1 had to do a lot 

of selling with the people in our union to get them to accept 

the idea. They were suspicious." 
One of Chavez's first moves as director of the new UFWOC 

was to order all of the A woe offices closed out. The activity of 

the handful of A woe organizers still operating outside the 

Delano area was terminated, the credit cards and cars were 

collected, the offices vacated, the files brought to Delano. Not 

long after that Green retired. Two of the A woe organizers 

caught up in the merger quit and went over to the Teamsters. 

ItHong was named second in command of the UFWOC, Padilla, 

Huerta, Tony Orendain, and Filipinos Phillip Vera Cmz and 

Andy Imutan were named Vice Presidents. 

Mohn denounced the merger as a "desperate attempt of 

the AFL-CIO to revive its AWOC effort," and the rauCOUS 

donnybrook was on. The DiGiorgiO election campaign 

ground rules allowed both the Teamster and UFWOC organiz

ers onto DiGiorgio property only during the noon hour and 

after work. 
The elections involved the workers on both the Sierra Vista 
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d of workers wcrc driven in from the fields, the 
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w?uld attack their old clothes, 
their sandals, and ask If their nch parents were too stingy to 
buy decent clothing. He would call for volunteers to donate 
clothing and funds for a haircut and shave. 

The Teamsters weren't the only ones bothered by the 
unkempt look of some of the New Left volunteers. Fred Ross 
finally put it to the youngsters straight:  "I told them they 
were obViously out for their own liberation, not the liberation 
of the farm workers. That here the work was liberation of the 
farm workers. I told them we couldn't afford to lose them 
[workers] because of their [volunteers'] looks and that the 
farm workers didn't like their looks." 

Nick Jones, a former member of SNCC at North Dakota 
State University, a college dropout who joined Students for a 
Democratic SOCiety in Chicago and worked th� UFWOC 

boycott efforts there and in Seattle, disagreed WIth Ross. 
Jones argued that he had seen no hostility shown by farm 
workers toward the volunteers - Nick was one of the 
scruffiest looking at the time - and Ross just laughed. 

Ross said "I told him the workers would let him know 
, " their feelings by simply ignoring him. 

h i t ' J h d and eig t years a er 
Two days later NICk ones s ave , , d I 

laughed at himself "You know, Fred was nght. An , 
thought they were 'put off because I didn't speak SpanIsh 
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around the fact that every \�orker \\oit t:,o 
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the August sun sent temperatures rising ahove th 
AS k h 

. ,  e 

d gree mar , t e campalgmng took on a fury ' 1 
JOo- e f . ,In( 

.t ment that was con usmg. With tlIe Teamsters and 
eXCI e . • 

. ' 1 
fWoc orgamzers screammg msu ts at each other, no one 

l1 
auld predict what effect the campaigning was haVing on the 

�orkers, they had never been subjected to tlIis kind of 

essure before, The Teamsters claimed tlIey had 1 000 
pr ' d .1.· 

' 

signed authorizatIOn car s, we UFWOC confidently predicted 

most, if not all, farm workers supported La Causa. 

On election eve the American Arbitration Association 

closed the ranch to campaigning and sealed off the exits, The 

next morning, only election officials, official observers, and 

the press were allowed into tlIe voting area. The balloting 

was to take place in a wood-frame office on the ranch. The 

press was allowed to view tlIe polls before they were opened, 

then was confined behind a rope barrier just outside the 

building entrances. 
AltlIough tlIere were approximately 600 to 700 workers at 

Sierra Vista and half tlIat many at Borrego Springs, nearly 

2,000 were eligible to vote, This total included all of the 

original strikers. By nightfall, 1,317 farm workers cast votes. 

This was viewed as a testament to the UFWOC efforts to get 

the voters back from wherever tlIey were currently working. 

Some of the voters were bused in by tlIe UFWOC from the El 

Paso-Juarez area, some drove from the interior of Mexico to 

Delano for the voting. One man came all the way from the 

Mexican state of Jalisco, a journey of nearly 3,000 miles. 

On the day of the election tlIe UFWOC plans did not go 

smootlIly. Fred Ross explained, "That morning we had the 

cars lined up around the block, near union headquarters, and 

we were dispatching them one at a time to pick up voters and 

drive them to the ranch. As one car would leave, another was 

coming back. 
"The only problem we had was tlIe eage�ess of the 

workers tlIemselves. Those who had not been pIcked up yet 

wouldn't wait at home, tlIey came down to union headquar

ters, and this screwed things up. So we had to start haulmg 
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h It the floW of strikehreaking lahor coming into hoth 
10 help �rande Valley and California, 
the 1M expected battle at the DiGiorgio Arvin Ranch - the 

fhe 
ncb defended by Congressman Richard Nixon in H)52 

same ra
er really developed. At first the Teamsters hega� 'to 

__ neV l '  d h h 
I'gn but soon rea Ize t e UFWOC ad the advantage 

campa , . 

the last moment the Teamsters attempted to pull out of 
�t

e election.  Of the 377 workers voting. - the numher was 

small this time because the grape season m the Arvin-Lamont 

rea was long past - 285 favored the UFWOC. La Causa was 

�ery much like a freight train picking up speed a� it worked 

its way through the track maze. 
But the Teamsters did not give up. Their next chance came 

as uFWOC workers struck the PerelU-Minetti Vineyards. The 
perelli-Minetti family crushes its own grapes and produces a 
number of good wines and a vermouth that has a large 
demand in specific markets. All during the Delano strikes, the 
union had left P-M alone because, in Chavez's words: "We 
wanted to have a place where we could recycle pickets, 
where we could put them to work, after they had been on the 
picket lines for a while and they needed a rest or to earn 
some money . . . .  We had a lot of our people in there [P-M 

Vineyards] and one day they just decided to strike, so we had 

to take care of the strike." 
Chavez said that within a week the company was asking to 

recognize the union and negotiate. Dolores Huerta. a volun

teer named M arshall Ganz, and one of the union's volunteer 

attorneys met with the P-M officials and started negotiations, 

P-M asked that the picket lines be pulled off, but the �FWOC 

refused until agreement was reached and a contract Signed. 

Chavez said, "The next Monday, about 6:30 A.M . •  three 

buses came through the picket lines with scabs fr�m o
,
t�er 

ranches, some were waving papers. We thought It was a 

leaflet, but they dropped one and it was a �opy of a contract 

between the Teamsters and Perelli-MinettI. . ' . 

"The Teamsters had been around since DIGIOrgIO, so we 

decided to really teach those bastards a lesson. �Ve came that 

close [he held up his hand, measuring a quarter.mch hetween 
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forgot 
111)(' " 

cllse me of  b ' IS Oss at 
" . emg on the ' 

l ohl'll had come to th 
picket 

thought he \\ .1.5 (I , 
e CRLA McFarland offi 

\l cF: rland was' th°
omg to be able to help the f

ce because he 

fi .  
e scene of  th fi arm Wo k 

ve null'S south of D i e rst rose strike It 
r ers. 

po ition to aid far:: 
ano, and should have loc;ted 

w�s only 

preyented hilll f b
workers. Silver said no 

hIm III a 
rom �n . 

I 
, �u I 

meantime Drak 
g mvo ved with ru es 

. e reported t C 
UFWOC I th 

attorney had help d th 
0 esar and others th ' n e 

\'01 
e em The . , 

at a CRLA 
unteel"\; the latest Ale� H �mon s legal staff had all be 

��:���:��}�ic
h
al and nervou� e������n 

w�rked himself in�� 

b ' f 0 en was rec 't d b ' 
new lawyer was 

be
ne meeting with Ch rUl e y Leroy Chatfield Aft 
cam th - avez Je C h 

. er a 

Chri
e 
ti 

e VFWOC chief cou�sety 
0 en quit CRLA and 

an Brothers \ . . 
contendin . h '1mery was t 'l l d 

II electio� 
I�\. ad agreed only to hol� 

I ra�!ng its feet, 

but Ch . 
as scheduled by th recogmhon elections. 

were 
�\.���� backed out when h: I

state conciliation service, 

charged: 
"\��e the crews over to r:�n.ed labor contractors 

their operat' �now Christian BP thl 
dice the vote. Chavez 

IOn IS a . ro ers a . , d 
ar separated f commercial Vent . re anh-umon an 

e pet'ted Ch 
' r?m the Church d

u�e lIke any other; they 
n�tlan B h an Its s . I I "  

nouncement ' of th 
,rot ers to live 

' oCla po ICles. We 
Christia B 

e Chllreh, hilt th . lip to the social pro
n fothers hoyeott . 

ey have not. " 
Was threatened. 
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early March of 1967 the . c�nf�o�tati?n between the 
By d the Teamsters over ]lHlsdlChon III P M Vineyards 

�"oC an I Th b 
' 

o r "  'ng toward a sett emcnt. e oycott had hurt the 
waS ���\adlY, and aU the si�ns indicated the Perelli-Minetti 
co01.f was willing to settle, If the Teamsters and the Utwor 
fa01;l reach an agreement. Labor negotiator Sidney Korshak 
COO brought in by the company and he served as go-between 
�a:orne secret talks between the Teamsters and the Chavez 

forces. . 
In the midst of all thiS, Chavez got a call from 30 families 

of hungry farm workers. Rains had kept them out of the fields 

in Sutter County, north of Sacramento, and they were 

without funds. Because they were not residents of the 

county, the welfare department would not help them; 

because they could not pay rent, the low-rent housing 

authority was evicting the 150 men, women, and children. In 

desperation they rebelled ,  and turned to the UFWOC for help. 

Cesar Chavez and his ubiquitous cousin Manuel dropped 

everything and drove 275 miles north to Yuba City to help in 

the futile protest. Such interruptions were common, but one 

by one the various issues were resolved; Christian Brothers 

agreed to a "card-check" election, conducted by the state 

conciliation service, and learned its workers did, in fact, 

prefer the UFWOC. Negotiations were started. The DiGiorgio 

contract negotiations were submitted to binding arbitration, 

and arbitrators set a $1 .65 minimum wage, a nickel less than 

the Schenley contract. The same basic fringe benefits and 0e 

establishment of the hiring hall were allowed. Almade� 

Vineyard and then the E. and J .  Gallo Company, the world s 

largest vintners, recognized the uFWOC, after card-check 

elections. 
By mid-June the talks between Teamsters and the UFWOC 

reached the critical stage. Rabbi Joseph �lazer, head �f an 

interfaith committee that had been actmg as a mediator 

during the talks announced agreement was near and sched-

ul d ' . S F isco Then somethmg 
e a press conference m an ranc . 

went wron and he had to back off and �ancel the press 

conference� While Cohen and Huerta carned on the talks, 
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'
t 

e target 

t'mphatically de ' d th ' 
ce S�ptember of 1965' th 

I had had 

f tl 
, rue IS, saymg th ' e com 

o Ie Gillllarra's vine 
�re were no strik pany 

C'Ounties, A.s tile Ion 
fi yard ,locations in Tulare 

es at any 
o" �n 

iliJ:l::': viney ... �, ���e�:th Gium a<," began, ;;:: b�;;: 
. _1,  1967 Rabb ' Gl conference in ili V

' 1 azer preSided 
Perelli-�linetti 2 eterans of Foreign Wars H �l

v�r a press 

contract over to :pany had agreed to turn 
a
its

l
;' 

Delano: 

"iilidraw from th e, UFWOC, the Teamsters h d 
eamster 

wa' , k 
e vmeyards d ' 

a agreed to 
S " or 'ed out Th 

' an a Jurisdictional 
to the c 

" e  UFWOC reco ' d 
agreement 

reco�iz�n�es" pac�nghouses, ��z� the Teamsters' rights 
e UFWOC s jurisdict ' 

eezers; the Teamsters 
IOn over all field labor, 

C H A P T E R  T E N · T H  
The f 

. E F A S T  
anners made 'd predictable th 

' l eal adversar' 
tive, • Tone ' f 

el� public relations �es. Their tactics were 

long gn'b 
0, t eir moribund 

. e orts dull and unimagina-
. u mess w 

maneuve as entrenched and 
rs worked , , , for 

defensive, the Chavez 
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s were mobile and aggressive; time and again the issues 
force d by the farmers were turned by Chavez to the 
create e of the farm workers, 
adv�t��rmers controlled most of the local press, and in the 

r �at _ and their rough tactics - had been enough, The 
pastu daily and weekly newspapers told the farmers' side of 
srna onBict without reservation, and the small-town editors 
the c th ' " b h h I 
h d offered elr OplfllOns a out w at s ou d be done with 

"�utside agitators': and ol�-style communists and the newer 

variety of long-�alred radicals. But Chavez sidestepped the 

rnall-town media and took La Causa out into the national 

�ena, where the big influential metropolitan newspapers and 

network news departments were attracted to the farm 

workers' struggle. Agribusiness had no economic leverage 

over the big-city press, and farm spokesmen were soon 

complaining that the metropolitan labor writers, network 

neWS crews, and magazine journalists were biased, iliat they 

reported with a left-leaning tilt that obscured the truili about 

Delano, Despite what the liberal journalists reported, ilie 

farmers insisted there was no strike, 

Never before had a strike been worked to the lasting 

advantage of the farm laborers, In the past they had been 

kept voiceless and powerless because they had no access to a 

public forum and they were unable to shut off the growers' 

inexhaustible supplies of cheap labor imported from China, 

Japan, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Yemen, and Mexico, 

always Mexico, As Chavez studied the lessons of farm labor 

history it became obvious the UFWOC'S only route to power 

had to come through alternative tactics, tactics that devel

oped from a power base outside agribusiness's sphere of 

Over the years, Chavez had assid�ously developed an influence, 

ever-increasing number of contacts Wlth men and wom�n 

who were sympathetic to the causes of the cso (Commumty 

Services Organization) and then the farm workers, �ese 

contacts formed a constituency that could be deve�oped I��O 

a power base within the urban churches, �abor umons, CIVIC 

organizations, and political bodies, The natIOnal press was the 
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condUI t  t h roll�h \\ !lich t his 1'0\\ ('r l" I"l' 1 ' . ' ., ('ou d 1 and ('xp!lllcieci, Thl'
, 
( hon I',' p\;111  was to dcvelo 

)e energize t lw pmn'r of . pubhl' 1'!'mlOl l ;  Olll'e stimulated
P and harnes� cOllld make I tsl'lf [1'1 t  l'l thl'l" llolitic'u ly 
, such pO\\! ' .  

< Or econ er BI calise t' mWlllw pressure appeared to be th OtnicalIy, thl' most direct n'"k tn agribusiness collect ' 
e f�stest and agrc('m('nt,. I., It.Wl''' launched the consume/

v
� argaining IIsil�!! I )th thl' pnm,ln' bo)'c�tt 

- informationa�
yc��ts, By lIr{!lng; l lI,t )Hll'r� to shun specific products within 
� kettng 

- nd tIll' sl'l'ondan boycott - the picketing of a 
�rket �tort. \II �in!! l'lIstomers to boycott the entire market b hOle I t carried t lte offensive product - the farm workers I'n 
ecause . 

creased t hen pre, , me '. 
In 1 ) - the fanners ha� underestimated Chavez and the 'f'" . They had �co�omlC control over Delano, and the power that went WIth It; and they foresaw no problems the cc;>uld not handle in the tra�itional ways. When the grap� pIckers walked out of the vmeyards, the farmers declared there \\'� no strike and shouted their warnings about communist agitators stirring up trouble within the work force. 

The red-hunting California State Senate Subcommittee on en-American Activities responded. Its i nvestigators snooped �ound the grape strike, followed up John Birch Society mnuendoe . pored over the 5,000 photos and background do iers in the sheriff's office files, and came away frustrated, Whe
,
n the 1967 subcommittee report was finally issued it didn t even make good reading. The report writers waltzed all th way around Farmer Brown's red barn, poked under th ha) ack , recounted the communist horror stories of the l !}3os. dropped in the names of kids from SDS, SNCC, CORE, nd th W.E.B.  011 Bois Cluh, mentioned three or four real I" rom",luni ts seen in Delano, and after all of the stalling nd paddm ', the taff reported on page 77: 

\\ re <'ertain that the 500 memhers of the AWOC and a large IllaJOnh of the members of the NtWA were in no way I ·ted ",th any of the 'ew Left or suhversive organiza-
210 

d ' to Delano. The concern of the member arme 10 
'005 that sW 

d after they merged of the resulting unioo. was tJ , ns an d k' d't' hip uniO , 
. b tter wages an wor mg con I Ions. 

5 d ' to obtalO e an IS 
angry. They hadn't expected the report The farmers wer

l
e
ed movement was a legitimate union hent th Chavez-

h h ' 

to say e , business. But that was t e case; t e UFWOC al umon . 
k'  t h on norm . albeit a new one Just ta mg perman

.
en s ape 

was a umon
A ntracts were Signed, its operatIons were 

and fortn. s co 
d I'nto hiring halls social service centers, . structure , 

d becotnmg . . d administrative offices. More an more, medical �limc
f
s, an 

hes and the conflict with lawmen over t 'king 0 ranc 
k ' " 

b 
the s n . , tl'ons limiting pic et activities ecame . t '  e court mJu nc , restnC IV 

of confrontation. Rather than exertmg ecothe instruments 
th owers by depriving them of workers, nomic pressure on 

.
e gr

the confrontations to provoke issues the strikers were �sl�g 
d by boycotters in the metropolitan that could be exp 01 e 

areas. , da Evening Post Look, The New Magazines hke Satur 
y . , d 'th

' 
the metropolitan . Week Jome WI Yorker, and Busmess 

ams in recording the strike dailies and television newsl�og
Jul 4th cover story to the 

and boycott. Time devote I�S 
knericans on the March." "Grapes of Wrath, 1969: MeXican 

According to Time: 

. workers has rarely captured US 
The welfare of agncultural 

ik - Ia huelga - and 
b t the grape str e 

I attention in the past, u
. ' have clearly engaged a arge 

the boycott accompanymg 
� on a holy crusade, the stnkers 

art of the nation. . . ' As 
. . uS ilgrimages, beanng ;tage marches that resemble r�li��agl� on a red field alon

1 aloft their own stylized black 
�: :f Guadalupe, patroness Za 

with the images of the vl
th
rgt 

who work the soil, . " 

, ' ularly ose , st proml-Mexicans and partlc 
, 

and the country s mo 
, 

z a Causa's magnetic champiOn
d 's Cesar Estrada Chav,ez, 4 :th ' an lea er I ti al mien WI nent Mexican Amen

k
c 

who combines a mys 
I 

c 
lif for it he , pic er , who e e; one-bme grape 

Causa is Chavez s 
' health fasting. peasant earthiness. La 

If d endangered hiS . h d himse an has impovens e 
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r n �of1, slow specdl, ilt' mgt'S hIS llt'0l>lt' . ' . - ncarl 10 the US to reselle I ill'l llsl'lVl'S frOllJ SOCiet . 
Y 

5,000,000 SI'('S it, the first skI' is In \\ in the hat tle of 
thY 

s cellar, As he e grapes, 
C01N'n':ltiYt' t'(1IU1Il l l ists "'illiam Buckley and patrick " ('rt' ,lttr;lt'h'd to the subject. After a tri 

larnes Xi!. 1" 1 . I. t i t "I I " " P 0 DeJa 
'" I patrrn, " I() l' a It)U , Ipples, ylpples, priests . no, political Ilplrt's. and housewives with time on tt?f�sors, all of thelll whooping it up for the downtrodd

elr ands . k f 1. t Cal ' £ • ' " , en grape pit ' ('l (1 -,,"ern oun )', HOI Ula . ' . KIlpatrick II the fann worker movement "a hoax, a fantasy, a char 
c� ed tr. ,11(' of half tnrths and whole fabrications. , . , [To) sW�ll ' a tlle Chawz line you must believe grape workers in �v Delano ,u-ea are I��iserably paid, wretchedly housed, an� ntck treated . . , \, 'ilile tlle total media exposure was invaluable to the boy ott of CalifOrnia table grapes, Chavez did not _ and still doe. not - enjoy the public role. When asked about his notoriety, Chavez physically winced and turned away, shako III!! his head. He acknowledged such things had to be endured. because they were necessary to build the union, but he added. "There is a tremendous price you pay for this notorieh·. It has an effect on your family, and on you, your�elf: It is very sad that it should happen this way, but �t does. \\' e are in a society where people want to know who IS the head of a movement, there is a tremendous demand for that identification. I am talking about the outside public now, But there is also a demand within the movement to have meone who can tell the grower who can tell the judge, who can peak out on TV, You know when some of the workers see me on TV they come up later and say ' We ,,;er� on Tv last night and I heard you . . . ' They use the word we ju t like they were there with me . , ." 

, Cesar talks about the union, and its demands on hIS time, it i obVious he is actually operating on four separa�e 1('\ ('1 ; He is the figurehead who must keep a high publIC proS I . a tough administrator who can he something of a t Tant; an able o rganizer who relates to the field workers on a 
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il man, a husband, �nd father of 
level ; and a fa�

e �s not enough time In the day
, 
to ersonal 

most men the 
1 Chavez manages by workm� �ight, fO:U four of thes�J�;sfocusing his entire attention on take o�bl long h�urs, a 

I'oeredl y 
t at a hme, 

h '  g Chavez for a dozen years, bjec ft watc 10 
d d oDe suo Ilartmire, a ,er 

not see Cesar as a har -nose Chns
d "The public does 

b 'nation of organizational rve : h s a rare com 1 , I d 
obse 

but he is, He a 
reli ious convictlOn, coup e leader'

d toughness and ,a d
�

p 
t ke� this healthy personality skill an

h lthy personality. e
. 

a 
d toughness and reli-'th a ea . 1 expenence an 

1 w�th this organizatlOna 
't  100 percent into the strugg e, W,1 conviction and po�rs I 

d Helen decided this is what he grous 
me point in history 

�� be with her and the kids when At so 
d and that he wo " had to 
�le allowed that to hapren:l Dolores Huerta said, th

��;menting on th
th
\�����s :: r�mily toge

ki
ther; s�� a�� 1 ' the streng 'f h was wor ng WI "He en IS 

d 'n  the beginning that 1
. 

e 
d the family must Cesar agree I 

1 had the pnonty, an 
people, the "peop e 

la ed a far more understand. 
d the children have p y 

the great H 1 Chavez an 
d' They are But e en 

1 th just understan mg, , life Chavez important ro e , an
a sense of reality to Chavez s 

e h�re, I am levelers; they bn
,
ng

1 t the public part fool you, 
�d

'
ed of this ' d "Don t e l t remm explame , 

. man being, and 
,

ge 
the same old guy, just a plam h u  

M wife sees me Just
. 
as 

moved from the constantly at ho�:� u!e advantage, she IS fi
r�tely who I am, I you know. She 

h I ts me know very 
�

e 
' y  being taken public part and s 

,
e e 

although I don t enJo 
e " think that somehme�, 

that reminder, at hord �'t think the down, it is a go�d
l
�m&'

e public stuff either. 
b; not much, " My kids don t i e  

Maybe some 
'th me If they b ' g away. ' WI ' kids resent m y  e�n 

to publiC functiOnS , ht resent it, I Generally they don t go 
I think they mIg 

f the Ballet h ns there, 
f mance 0 saw what appe 

them to a per or 
didn't want to go remember takmg 

I t me know they 
d hotographers Folklorico and they e

l the reporters, 
h
an 

fe
P

lt like freaks. ' 
th peop e, 

'd id t ey again because e 
and the kl s sa 

Id 't let us alone wou n 
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They didn'l I ikt' i l  and T didn'l l ik\, il d l lwl' 1 . . I I . I 
' . shll d ' II .  \\ It'n I It' POl ll a call 1era al I l W  I havt' tl '

. on t lik I . I I I I ' I ) ' 
l IS tren e ha I t  l' IINC (" \\ ;1 11  n ':l \ . \ H1 I lake Illy ' lendol 

han' had to  dl ('itk I h,ll I ll\' Ill" t Ih ing to do 
�IC�ure! '  but 

lSI 
I · 

, IS Just I and I I) 10 a( I nnn ll,\ , II) hwgt't i t . "  SU )Il\it, 
As a pllhhl' fi!.,'11 1  (\ Oil tour, campaigni ng for th b for a political ,II" ('t ,Igalllst n farmer-sponsored !e ?ycott, 

propn,al. ( ha\'c1 klS Il';lrned to submit to those aro�l�ab�e 
\\ ho plan Ihl' IlIl'l'tlllP, spt'eches. and tours each da 

hlln 
lIdJl1 J1li�lr.l.tor, Ill' runs the union ; and, frequently 

\ As an 
domin.lll' Ihl' llIlil)\1'S board of directors. It is the board �h 

WIll 
\UPP cd to . l't till' polieies for Cesar and the staff to folt

t IS 
hut }lI feeling ,ue so strong in some subject areas, Cha�w

, 
fr quently ndl'. lwer objections and overwhelms any ar;� ment . 

Bill iRil'{'her ga\'e an example: "In 1967 the UFWOC had \\ on contract· \\;th Schenley, DiGiorgio, Perelli-Minetti hn tJ, n Brothers. :\lmaden, Paul Masson, and a few othe; \\ lIlen�. Wt' had a meeting in Delano, 10 or 12 of us, I \\. nted to :!o after the rest of the winery operations because 
they \\ ere the most vulnerable to boycotts; I wanted to go after e\'eI)1hing that was in a bottle until we had 100 percent of that part of the grape industry. 

"Cesar \\ anted to go after the table-grape guys . . . . [He] saw them as the dirt\' sons-of-bitches that had shit on the workers for so many years. Cesar said the farm workers wO�lld never be men until they could prove themselves by takmg ?n that segment of the grape industry. He was so �r 1\'. on his side of the argument, I found myself alon�: a�ld that S when they set out after the table grapes . ' . Kircher. a htg, forceful man. used to dominating the scene, la�lg;hed a Ilit as he told the story, hut it was obvious he was ttll awed h) the �trength of Chavez's determination. ha\' z hal vcr)' 
. 
tr�llg ideas, ha�ed in part on his own trnenc I .�n� preJudl:es. and in part on his feel for what pt'Op \\ ant . He hkes to he c1os(. to the farm workers, t k P III tou h with their feelings, hllt as the union began to , h  found the ,'FW and then the lWWoc bureaucracy 
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, On several occasions as we talked ahout the 
, ulating him. . tic problems he would stop, Sigh, and say II1SI'OI1'S bureaucra

back in the beginning, back with the house L111 d he was , 
he wishe the close contact with the people. . ..neetings and , a a migrant farm worker from the RIO 
J" bl ESplnos ,  

d ' , Fa 0 I f Texas an now a umon orgamzer, ex-
Grande Val ey °

gave me attention that I had never had "Cesar 
plained: , k OW how to describe it. I wanted somebody 
before; I don t �ou know, you never shake hands with the 
to listen to me .  

ou never shake hands with a foreman, you ntractor, Y d b d Jabor co 
ke hands with your boss. I wante some 0 y to pay 

never sha 
e as a man as a person. 

attention t
� r:i ' the diredt attention for us, not like the 

"�e�ar 
:t shakes your hand, says 'how are you?' an� pats 

PolitiCian th 
k d ' gone Cesar gave his attentIOn to th bac an IS . . .  

you on 
� ' have much to say, you know. He asked about 

me. We dldn t 
I th ht What did 1 want to do? He ask 

the strike. What ,oug
h 

. 
, " As Espinosa talked it , t rest m t e umon. 

al about my m e t 
h was not talking about a person 

became apparen e 
rou meeting. Espinosa had 

meeting with Chavez, b
k
ut a

f
g PWoodville who had come 

f d en wor ers rom been one 0 a oz
, meet with Chavez. 

to Delano one. ev�nmg to 
ade me feel like nobody made me 

Espinosa saId, Cesar m 
d to tell us about Cesar 

feel. Manuel and Jim and Gilbe� u��dn't pay all that much 
this and Cesar that, and I, re� y 
attention not until I met him. . 

' feelings than just the , 
t Espmosa s 'k th But there was more 0 

. th 'ddle of a stn e. e 
h Even III e ml 

th meeting with C avez. , the tin problems at are 
union was paying atte?t1�n to 

inosa �nd his family were 
important to a worker s hfe·

k
E

,
sp 

the Woodville farm labor 
b 6 t'n shac III . h' wn car living in a 10- y- 1 I 

' learning to repan IS 0 , camp, and he was interested III 
azine salesman talked him 

to save money. A door-to-door mag 
$80 set of books that he 

yment on an d he began into making a down ,P
a 

fon manualS. Ins�ea 
d ther thought woul? be mnn�� azines on boatlll� an 
an; the receiving dO-It-yourse g 

language confuslOn 
c's hobbies. There had t�e�f �i1l1flam, so one of the tJFWO -

salesman had used a 0 
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'olunteer Jaw >('r� had l i t t k t rOl lhl<, i l l  hreakil1 and frlghtcning th\' "al<" ll lall  ofl. g the COlltra , It " t l1 l\ kind of '<'n 1('<' I ha l  i,� OI l(' of t h{' fOUl d' 
C t the' ( han'7. 1ll0\<'11 1<'ll t  � I t hin \\ <'l'ks after til�ll stones in cont raet. " I'r(' 'I�n<�d . { ha\<'z ask{'d Leroy Ch;:t Ullion (" I Hhli�h a Iwl" ()r\" ()j 'l'n'lCe ('enters throughout th feld to l\I'CH� of ( alifolllia ,lnd \ rL:ona, hatfield , a fonner �h�lt)ing Brot lwl' \\ 110 \.,.I\'\, lip Il lS \'O\\'s to join La Caus r

,
rS�lan f f' J ' • I a, r arsed 

'2::;,000 rnlll ,I <)lIIll1atlOll. AFL-CIO S ndustrial Dnion D 
parll1l( nl <'tmlnbllted 50,noo more to the project. e. Th<' 1 1 11 101\ purchased ·10 acres of  alkali land West f 
I dano, 11('.11' the

, 

city dump, and began to construct i�s \<'I'\'i C l ntt'r-llIlJOn headquarters complex, Dnder Chat. fHd' dil"{'( tion the service center became the organizational urnhn�lIa under which the union developed its medical Clinics 
nd II < )perati\'e auto supply and service station. Richard ell \ ez l n.tructed an adobe gasoline station, complete With luhric lion racks and shops for mechanical repairs on the 0-. l"re ite, The credit union - still managed by Helen ( havez - Was brought into the service cen ter jurisdiction, 

nd .hatfield later developed the health and welfare pro. 

gram that were to give the farm workers their first medical \I urane-e, 
Th union 's land Was named "The Forty Acres," and it I me something special to Chavez; he had trees planted and talked of a COoperative farm ;  an irrigation system was bllll t and pa ture was planted for a few head of cattle to grdZe The l'nited Auto Workers donated $50,000 for the onstn. tion of an administrative building, and it was dediated h) the l"FWoc to the memory of Roy Reuther. The 1II1 10n taff moved from the two old houses and the storefront at 102 Iball)' Ollt to the Forty Acres, The new building had olli a recept ion area, and a big meeting room that doubled a! the h iring hall for the dispatch of workers to ran h under contract, ( ha\ ez had an offlc(' in the northeast corner of the hUlldl ll Y;. La� Itliong moved h is old A Woe operations from th FlhplIlo ( onUllunity Hal l  to the Forty Anes, and he took 
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h 11 from Chavez, Administratively J'ust down the 
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a

d of directors weighted four to IP offices was run by a oar
and AWOC' the board memhers I rwoc h old NFWA , 
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the 
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f boycott pro u , 
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threat 0 a 
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b contracts, Chavez left the negotIaJ1\ n negotiatmg a or bega 
Dolores Huerta, 
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t ts in She explame ,  

h n) pineapple-worker con rae 
d of the ILWU (L�nth

gs ore::kers to see what they wanted, an
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" I met WI our w 
If the grower wante HI a�ru�eir ideas into contract lan�af\ut if they didn't want pu 

t ' te things moved pretty as ' d t like Christian to nego la , 
th t lks dragge au 
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� 'fficult and this is where per�

s _ Brothers. They wer� ve
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�i� ays off you Just a 
h two words , , , t 

ence
hP to h�ve five meetings to c ange 

eally quite tmsted may ave 
tight, He never r 

, If. then he is where Cesar gets up 
t d to negotiate hlmse , 

th t I what 1 did until he star e 
t the kind of language a found it was pretty hard t�e�
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ecting what 

,
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,
ed 

1 �o by my instlllcts, an�inf my "When 1 am negobatmg, 
Ie to understand, I Where that is what is hard f�r i:�) know what we

t 
w;��promisinstincts are really 

f
go

� 
, 
nion and is forced III a 

'f I go too Cesar is the head 0 t e u 
lways override me, 1 , d he can a ing, 1 m not, an 

_l£ b It the primary f " 
h ady StUH, l 

d the 
ar. 

, tories were e ' eneral an The wine-grape VIC 
bI -grape industry III 

g 
d of the Giu-fight was wi,th theds

ta
pa�ticularl�, Six th

th;US:;roll fluctuated Giumarra Vmeyar 
e in VlIles, p acres wer marra's 1 1 ,000 
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contllltlt' t,) import strikebreaki l

I
b
e ,  �e growers Could 

f t " 
ng a or WlthO t ' 

ron tIon . .  �ecretary of Labor Willard W. u major can-

tlIe flo\\ <If �Iexican aliens north ac 
Irtz had ordered 

stm k ranches. shut off but th 
'

d 
ross the border to fue 

fanner rontinued to u�e li 
e
l 

or  er  had little effect The 

workers with entry do 
a en abor, legal and illegal

' 
The 

d 
- cuments artfull d d d ' ; 

e . nd iliose without d 
y 0 ge WIrtz s or-

.n�ug!!ler. These operators
o��:::e��s soug�t out a coyote - a 

bnn him aero" and find him a
g 

'ob 
the allen $250 to $300 to 

Through the earl\' sprin f J 
. 

att ntion on fiahti ' 
th 

g
fl
o 1968 the union focused its 

be 
., ng e ow f t 'k b 

lIl('m rs souuht 0 t th f 
0 s n e reakers. UFWOC 

.... U e arms s '  '11 1 r ported them to the U S B d
U mg I ega alien workers and 

rat red but not 
' . 

f
or er Patrol. Patrol apprehension 

• as ast as th fl f . . 

c mmg tluough thc b d 
e ow 0 Illegal alIens 

fn>qullltly lipped ha�{ a
cr; and the alien returned to Mexico 

f \\ d \ 
cross and returned to work within a 

Oil 1 ,  30th t ' , . .  ttomey G 
11\ 0 ,n FmnC'isco to d I 

cneral Ramsey Clark flew 
th I 

a ( Pss a 
h

i t I h wa� confronted I 
convention ; as he drove up to 

: t th Ju h e Depart mcn? 
�oo �Fw�r pickets protesting 

I I J"\ I "11' not doinJ.'; 
(' <; rllJllIgratJon and Naturaliza

I t r lark I ued 0 d 
n(jll�h to ('nforce the laws, Six 

r cr� to ('ra 'k I ( ( I)\\,n on the flow of 
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1 trikebreakers. The order was dramatic, and it put th 
'Uega S d ' ' , e 
I " straHon on recor III opposItIon to the use of illeg 1 
drniOl d I' 1 . I ff 

a 
a but it ha Itt e prachca e ect, so Chavez switch d 

a1ie�s
s' lie ordered Manuel Chavez to the border area 

e
to 

taCtIC , d d " 
. 

, a concerte nve to orgamze the thousands of alien 
begiO ' M  ' 1' d C 1 

.kers living m eXlca 1 an a exico. He asked the 
WOI t f ' , 
Mexican gov�rn�en or 

,
permlsslon to �st�blish a medical 

clinic in MexlCah s . �oloma Nue?a.' Permlsslon was granted. 

The clinic, in �d�htlOn to provldmg medical care, was an 

ttractive orgamzmg tool. 
a Simultaneously with the fight over the green-card and 

illegal alie� strik�breakers, the union �r
,
anked up its boycott 

efforts agamst Gmmarra. But the deCISIon to single out just 

one table-grape grower was causing too many problems. 

There was no practical way to boycott just one grower. The 

table grapes on the supermarket counters were seldom 

identified by producer, and, when they were, labels could be 

switched, Chavez changed tactics, ordering an all-out effort 

against all table grapes not carrying the union's black Aztec 

eagle imprint, The UFWOC had been depending a great deal 

upon volunteers from the Civil Rights Movement to staff the 

boycott efforts in  the major cities, These volunteers com

plained their efforts were hampered by the fact that they 

were obviously not farm workers. They asked that some farm 

workers be sent out on the boycott, Chavez agreed and asked 

for farm workers to volunteer. The AFL-CIO unions were 

asked to help supply transportation, food, and shelter
, 
for 

these farm worker boycotters. An alliance of Colorado UllIons 

donated enough money to buy a new 50-passenger bus that 

was given to the UFWOC to transport boycotters acrosS the 

country, The group of farm workers was dis�atched to New 

York City, where the central labor cound end
,
orsed the 

boycott and offered the help of its member Ulllons. Pa
,
ul 

Hall's Seafarers' Union housed and fed the boycotters whIle 

they were in New York City, 

But thc boycott wasn't going anY:"here; there
l 

w
t
as

Th
nr

e
) 

. ' d nlatic Issues to exp 01 . 

emotional steam 111 It, no ra , . k 

whole UFWO(' effort was turning dull - there was no spar , 
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no nel\' confrontation. \ rcst less ncss Was sel t in . voung Chicanos, the\ II ,In ted action .  They ha� 
In al'nong lh � inl rights protC\t .�n)\\ , thl'\ had Wen t he Watt Watched lh e 

A n.(Tclcs on tdcl'islOn, thl'\ had heard the 
,s flats in toe .... . 

I ,  I · cry of B S atwnalrsm from � la ( 0  m :-., <lnd watched as th  h 
lack ('II ark and Detroit II cre h�lrned and sacked 

e � ettos
. 
of hlal k .  In Dem er, tough-talkmg Rodolfo (Corky) 

b rt�ltng II as Icadmg a l1lOl'e to\\;lrd Brown ationalism and C
O
h
nlales I · T J

' 

lea Po\\('r, III , r\ .  t� 1ty, exas, 
.
�se Angel Gutierrez no 

Illcano adlnts m verbal and pOlItIcal attacks On the . 
led 

c tahh,hment: i n  northern ew MeXico, Reies Tijerin
grzngO 111 foll(m er gained notoriety when they seized a fe
a
d

and ' � 

k h eral forc t campground, too rangers ostage, then raided the R' Arnba ounty Courthouse in a violent shootout. Tijeri�� proclallned the land belonged to the Indian and MeXican populatIOn., not to the gabachos who had stolen it. F1r some \\ithin the fann worker movement, the nonvi_ olence of Ce ar Chavez was a tactic that had been tried, and found wantmg; these young men and women felt it was time to return to the tactics of Pancho Villa and Emiliano Zapata. The .\ Iexican revolution had been violent and romantic, and they wanted the struggle of the farm workers to follow the '>3.me course. Older people began to listen to the talk, and to nod their heads. Such undercurrents worried C havez, and, in late Fehruary of 1968, he called an unexpected meeting of the membership to announce that h e  had started on a per anal fast February 15th. The fast was an act of penance, because the union Was moving toward violence; but the fast \\ as also an act of militancy on Chavez's part, started in the hope that it would counter the violent rhetoric. 
. 

havez
. said, "You reap what you sow; if we become \'Iolent WIth others, then we will become violent  among Our elve,: SoUal justice for the dignity of man cannot be won at the pm:e of human life. You cannot justify what you want for La Rtlztl. for the people, and in the same breath destroy on life. . . . I will not compromise. RaCis m  is wrong, racism I 1I0t the \\ a)" nationalism is not the w " F l ' c ay. or 11 la\t, Cha\'ez walked to the Forty Acres. He had a 
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Cha, attends r I'I.otc> by 
Ronald 7:"r :;;;er Mass during fast. 

lIed in a small storage room within the adohe se . insta " rVlce cot . building. The room hecame a monastic cell · . " t t tlOn h ' JUS 5 a 'd and across a narrow reezeway there was a I tSI e, d . 
' " arger au that was turne mto a combination chapel d roorn ill F h' an 

adrninistrative 0 ceo rom t IS room <?hatfield directed the 
10 isticS of the fast ; he created a tent city outside the service 
st;tiOn to house the hundreds of farm worker families that 

rne to spend a day or two to meet with Chavez and show ca d 't their soli an y. 
In the second week of the fast, news of what was 

happenin.g 
was le��ed to reporters from the Los Angeles 

Times, nme magazme, and TV newsmen. Overnight the fast 
became a national news event. For 25 days Chavez drank 
only water. As word of the fast spread through the farm 
worker comr.nunities of California and Arizona, the people 
started com 109 to Delano. They stood in line for hours 
waiting for their " turn to meet and talk to this man who, by 
the act of religious fasting, became a symbol of their 
suffering. The fast became a powerful organizing tool. 
Chatfield explained, "Cesar would talk about the workers' 
home area, he would ask about the conditions there, and then 
he'd suggest they should try to help themselves, to help form 
a coordinated effort among the workers, and they would 
agree. It was like the march [to Sacramento] only different, 
instead of his going to the people as he did on the march, 
they came to him." 

Jerry Cohen said, "The fast meant a lot of different things 
to different people. I could see the fast really molded the 
union for the first time. We had nine different contracts at 
the time, but we had nine separate ranch committees, 
working separately. That fast gave us an opp�rtunity to. bring 
all the ranch committees together on a proJe�t, and It was 
Giumarra that gave us the project we n�eded. . . 

Giumarra had court injunctions agamst mass pI
.
cketmg, 

and the union had refused to obey these court-Imposed 
restrictions. Giumarra had gone back into court an� argued 
the union had violated the injunction on 12 occaSIOns and 
asked for contempt citations. The judge ordered Chavez to 

223 



appear in ('ourt to deh'nni , '/' I ' 
• 

III I I w / '  . 
1 I I110n \\'('1'(' I II cOIlI('Ill))t )1' I I  ,\ I III lahor I 

d' 
( 1(' ('\)\ 1 1'1 \ Cad 

me la \'\'cnt wa, in t he Ill.\k in.' ) '
, media ev

er ftlld h'  

Appeared, " \  al.: and (hshl'\ ('I(:'rl . <' .  I� .l' l'bruary 2�� Within 'S 
(,nili'll, lit' \\ llk('d f\) I I  

' ,\SSlsted by Cl , Chav a 

kIH ding (ann wNker 'I'l
l\' ('ourthotls(' betw latfield a ez 

. 
" ,  II' workers t 1 

een I ' nd 

(" tlmall d hel\\ 1'('11 8(lo and ,
- leir nu b Illes of 

11 I f 
1 .000 - We 111 ers 

1(' 1 Il(� \) Bellt .  "nedmg work . 
re absolutel :-"ere 

('ourtlion (' .. tep ... tlir()Ul�h t1 
� . eI S extended f Y stlent 

I ) I I "  
I:-> Ie Huun doors ' rom th ' 

'I H ,I,ur. II) the courtroom its If  
' 1I1to ilie h n e 

.nlh 11 ( :l.l)l;ulled "TIle I
e .  a Ways 

. ranc 1 C 
' 

prole t.  thr\' led the workers to t1 
ommittees organi d 

thcm to k1l1 I alld pray. It w�s t1 
I� cou�thouse, and �

e
d 

the 

to I thrr. 1t hoo!" e�'eryb d 
Ie rst tIme they had 

r ered 

about � ur otheQ; walked ? r 
�oh�ny Giumarra torked 

\\ lilted to kil k all ili f- m o e J udge's chamb r. , and 

h d . 

e arm workers out o f  th 
ers. They 

1 
me � about peac ful d 

e courilio 
luilding tllat I was ' 

e emonstrations n 
use. I 

at G' 
gomg to argue b 

ear publi 
IUmarra and said '1] k th 

' " ut the judg I k
e 

:hat it would be just
' 
ano� 

e workers out o f  here?
e

1tf d
e
� 

lear til t cominer fro 
er example o f  gringo 'usti , I  

tluner . . ::- m a Kern Count . d 
J ceo To 

It  ,,' 

" . 
Y JU  ge was some-

ObVIOUS the fastin 
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o 1l1l ea Chavez worked 
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to dismiss the case ' the kind 

g<l\ th boycott 
out 0 the initi I ' 
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• ers someiliing ili 

a court appearance 
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:Y could use for months and 
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ep�at the performance.) 

h e me to the 
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:�r demonstration was 
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out experience when 

d nhed 
0 )  t11e kind of )a,,� t an� aggreSSive and he 

) llIt 
ega) karate. He ) practIce that might be 

_ to e earned to th 
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pose grower tactics 
lIse e law - and 

\ z al)ow� him 
and enhance worker 

\..QIht-o d h ( 
the room to t · . 

.esar h a real ly 
ry and fall and try again. 

"ood I ' I '  
U4 

,., . a )l I ty to instill 

fidence in people. You go and get the shit kicked 0 t f 

con y in court, and you tell him and he says 'Th t' . 
\I 

() , 

ou, sa h d . . ,  a s great 

Y d turns whatever appene mto something good Y . 

an . , h 11 f l
' 0\1 soon 

that there Isn t a e 0 a ot that can happen th t ' 

Jearn ' 
a can t 

b turned around lOtO some good. He has a lot of guts d 
e h' t d I 

. , an 

Ou can sense IS gu s an peo� e get a lot of strength from 

�e positions he takes or the thmgs he does." 

I asked 5�ohen why he thought Chavez had fasted. He 

answered, Cesar was mad. There had been a lot of loose talk 

about violence. H e  had told them the life of one man or 

woman was w�rth �ore than the success of the cause, but 

they were not hstemng, so he decided he had to teach them a 

lesson. They had to find out who had the balls, and he 

s�owed the�. He scared �he hell out of them. He didn't say, 

'I m not gOlOg to eat until you guys shut your mouths about 

violence: he just said the union was committed to nonvi

olence, then started fasting. The people responded like 'Cod, 

what is this guy doing?' The people were scared and 

frustrated, they didn't know what the hell to do with him. 

"Then, too, it was the third year of ilie strike and there 

wasn't much happening. So Cesar gave them something, he 

sort of spent himself. He talked to them privately and 

attended the Mass each night. What I liked about the Masses 

was the spirit of the farm workers. People came from all over 

the valley. I know that Cesar could feel it too; he saw what a 

fantastic cement that fast was . . . it was an amazing 

organizing tool." 
The 25-day fast came to an end on March 11 ,  1968, in the 

public park in Delano. Senator Robert Kennedy was there to 

break bread with Chavez, and to lend his support to the farm 

worker cause. No man in American polities had so stirred the 

poor people in this nation, no one had responded to the white 

poverty in Appalachia, the black poverty of the south and the 

urban ghettos and now the brown poverty of th� farm wor�er 

like "Bobby." There were 4,000 farm workers III the Delano 

park that day, and when Kennedy arrived he fo.u�d them .on 

both sides of a mile-long processional path, waltlllg for ?Im . 

He walked through the entire group, flanked hy three aides. 
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En'l) fann wor\,.er there t lied t o  t Ollch him, to ki . shake hh hand. In  the pre!os, of t he mob, Kennedy SsSt 
hlll1, to and Dolores Huerta t ncd to form a human shield a ' alf nlen I I d 1 0Und h'  The crowds, the p IOtograp WI'S, an TV crews Were sw 1111. in the tunlloil. ept up All the Ilt'\\ smen were up d�)sC', mOVing, backing alo . front of kt'llllt'd� . I was bloekmg for Fresno Bee 

ph 
ng In 

pher arl Cra\\ford , tr," ing, to force enough r.o0m for �ti�r:, get his pictures. He would get wept away 1 11 the ebb 0 
flO\\ and haw to fight his way back. and 

Dolores spotted me and yelled, "Ron, help us. "  
,ht' held her hand out, and I grabbed it and Was pulled mto tIle 'hielding circle around Kennedy. I t  was hard to ke Your feet a - tIl'e crowds pushed hard to look, to touc�; kennedy, reaching over our arms, smiling, moved hand ove� hand, left ilien riaht, touching, shaking hands. Finally, We were before tIle truck trailer platform

. and someone got Kenned,' into a small roped-off area In front iliat Was re erwcl for Chavez, Helen, Cesar's mother and failier , LIbrado and Juana Chavez. Kennedy sat next to Cesar. There was an ecumenical Mass - ministers, rabbis, and prie t, participated - then speeches and the ceremonial breaking of ilie bread ended the fast. After Chavez and Kenned�' had broken bread the senator mounted the platform and talked to ilie workers. He advocated inclusion of farm labor under ilie XLRA, he urged a crackdown on the use of green-card aliens and i llegal aliens as strikebreaking workers, and he brought cheers when he aid, "Farm workers need ftIual rights under ilie laws. " 
n?ral times Kennedy attempted to speak i n  Spanish, but hi Boston Irish accent was too strong. Dolores Huerta, p enng o\'er his shoulder to see his text, translated his Boston In h Spanish into ilie much softer Mexican version, and l'\ cryone laughed. Kennedy, obviously enjoying the moment, lookl'd down at Cesar, and asked: "Am I destroying the pam h language?" 

( h:\\ l'z had prepared a statement, hut was too weak to n ad It hun elf. An aide read; 

226 
c .. tholJc Worler lead"r Dorothy Day on Uf'W picket lioe. PI.oto by Boil f .tr/ •. 8f,l( k Star 



a..,..,,, and Robert F r ed Ffwto . "eOD y by Ronald B. Taylor 
. 

Chavez and Walter R th Photo by Ronald B. T::lorer. Larry Itlioog at left of Reutber. 

really all that belong to us . . . only hy giving lives are ouf 
. 

do we find life. I am convinced that the tnlest act of Uf hves t t f l' . o the stronges ac 0 man mess, IS to sacrifice 
coura

l
ge, 

for others in a totany nonviolent struggle for J·\lstice. fSe ves 
f th OU 

man is to suffer or 0 ers. God help us be men � � a . 

Months later, i n  a n  open �etter to an agribuSiness a�socia· 

. Chavez tried to explam the fast and the movement's 
tlOn, 

h ' l  h "  
nonviolent P I asap les . 

Knowing of Gandhi's admonition that fasting is the last resort 

in place of the sword, during a most critical time in our 
movement last February, I undertook a 25-day fast. I repeat 

to you the principle enunciated to the membership at the 
start of the fast :  "If to build our union required the deliberate 
taking of life, either the life of a grower or his child or the life 
of a farm worker or his child then I would choose not to see 
the union built." 

We advocate militant nonviolence as our means for social 
revolution and to achieve justice for our people, but we are 
not blind or deaf to the desperate and moody winds of human 
frustration, impatience, and rage that blow among us. Gandhi 
himself admitted that if his only choices were cowardice or 
violence, he would choose violence. Men are not angels and 
the time and tides wait for no man. Precisely because of these 
powerful human emotions, we have tried to involve the 
masses of people in their own struggle. Participation and 
self-determination remain the best experience of freedom; 
and free men instinctively prefer democratic change . . . only 
the enslaved in despair have need of violent overthrow. . . . 
We hate the agribUSiness system that seeks to keep us 
enslaved, and we shall overcome and change it not by 
retaliation or bloodshed, but by a determined nonviolent 
struggle carried on by those masses of farm workers who 
intend to be free and human. 

The u nion's primary nonviolent tactic is the boycott. 

Dolores Huerta explained, "The whole thrust of our hoycott 
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d to a ch urch yonlh project hy local Kiwanians. They 
danat�heir parishioners were concerned Christians who 
and 

ted to help, hut was th� hoycott the way to do it? Was it 
w�n to picket a store, askmg cllstomers to tllm away iust 
fair e grapes were being sold? . . 

becaus ·th t ' t f ' 1 · . 
The interfal mee mg was no a al ure. Nick pointed 01lt · 

"'We go to a meeting like this for s�veral reasons. First, did 

all notice there was a nun and a pnest who looked like they 
Y 'ght become strong supporters? And one or two of the 
I1l�ers, especially the rabbi, may turn out to help us. You can 
;ick out individuals in these . meetings. Then I wanted to see 

boW our volunteers �ere gomg to handle it, that's why I let 
Ulem run the meetmg, even though they let it get out of 
band. They're learning." 

The interfaith meeting had taken place in late afternoon of 
what turned out to be an incredibly, long day. I had started 
out with Nick Jones and a half dozen volunteers picketing the 
vegetable and fruit produce terminal market in the Chelsea 

district before dawn. Long lines of trucks rumbled and 
bounced through the industrial back streets, past crumbling, 
dingy warehouses, their drivers cranking the big steering 
wheels around tight comers, as they came in with loads of 
fresh vegetables and fruit from as far away as California. As 
they neared the produce market the trucks queued up. 
starting, stopping, starting again, they crawled along the 

narrow, rutted roadways leading into the market's front gate, 

All you could hear was the clashing gears, the honking horns. 

roaring diesel engines, swearing drivers, and the shou�ing 

UFWOC pickets as they waved their homemade boycott SlgnS 

and pushed leaflets at the passing drivers. . 
It was late fall and the weather was cold: the aIr stank. and 

the mood was bustling foul. When the s�n was up far .
enol�gh 

to turn the smog to iodine yellow, the .plcket� called It qUlts,
. 

gathered up their picket signs, and chmbed �nto the OFWo�. 

van. After taxiing his passengers home, Nlc� drove to a 

morning meeting with a state AFL-CIO officla�, 
.
d�ov� to 

another meeting with the director of the Massachusetts 

Council of  Churches: after a quick bite at a donut shop, he 

23 1  



I � off to look at a pick(,t l i Ilt'. t hl'n t o  <lnothc . � .  I ,  . J , . I I f' I \)1eer hetw('cll 1l1( t'tm.�s . I( 1ll.lu( . 1  la dO<';c\1 ho Ing. III harrowing the IN' of a piloll(' 1 1<'\"(\ anot her thereP b 
ne Calls 

C 

H . �"le k ' th(' l1a('(' all oa\'. \ 1 n:an l' � l .  \\ (' l'nded lip in ept u" ' . I a tav t' 
Harvard .squ;�h'. 11lC('t l l l� \\ It � hl\\ professor Gary B

erll off who \1 :1\ 1ll'lpl ll\.! t he l 1 \\ ()C \\'Jth hoycott legal proble 
ella\\!, til(' t illH\ "PCI1II.lIlds had filed suit to preVent ll1s. At hOy<'ott picket fmlll l'nte\"in� �he public parking 10ts

U:?C lain('o In till' 1ll.l Ilt'b . . \s \\ t' sIpped beer, Bellow expl 
.alll, hi. It gal tlt( me . ()l� the case to Ni.ck and a y?ung lawyer

a�h� \I 'b donatillcr hI  hllle to the Ul1Ion. By mIdn ight We '. ... 
I t1 d" k h were dn\'lng ha k throng 1 Ie aI streets, eaded home to the bO\'c tt hOll l' \Id, \\'as proud of the fa�t the Boston bOYcott \I'a rai in!:! ,' .('I()O a. Ill?nth more than I t  spent, and iliis Was being nt to the lIlliOn s general fund. 

The t n bOH'ott house was a big, old, gray iliree-story r cton that Ol1ce 'en'ed a Catholic church next door. It is in the oe.art of a black ghetto, and the building has had little r 'nee it \\',1\ abandoned by the church and donated to the UIlI n cau.e. The house has seven bedrooms and iliree haUl In .  in various states of disrepair. What formerly Was til front 5itting room has been converted into a workroom and print mop. while the large dining room and kitchen have r tainoo their original functions. The 10 to 15 boycott people J r\'111 III the hOllse rotate ilie cooking and housekeeping ch r .  use of ilie racial tension in Boston everyone who \\ � white Was warned about walking the streets alone at lllght .  T\\ 0 of ilie volunteers had been robbed at knife point a f \\ d \ 
before I arrived. 

Til I ) colt house in Jersey City is almost a duplicate of th nl III Bo ton, except it is located on ilie diViding line b( t " n th Puerto Rican and hlack neighborhoods. VioI n nd burglaJ) are Common Occllrrences; the Jersey City l ,  tt rs h \ 10'lt duplicating mach ines, movie projectors, nd t pe r rd rs in a seri('<j of thefts . The hurglars come !n r th ft p and drop down the fire escapes to gam 
" .. rlo: ( It� and Wa"h in�ton . D.C.,  the hoycott 
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f t hIe older neighhorhoods; and in . com or a , 
1 1 "  \ f are 10 
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f terminal markets ends by mldmommg, The picketmg 0 
h d back to their house, or to a and the boycott cre�:ea��ast and a planning session. Some nearby cafe for som.e ' ket su ermarkets, some of the farm f the volunteers WIll pIC 

. P roups or women's clubs, o ' 1 . talks to CIVIC g workers wIl gIVe 
b tt In addition to the boycotters urging support for ilie oyco 

there are local volunteers who living in ilie boycott 
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O
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IOmOI lS and were 

haotic. The hoycott staff people were shifted 
freque�:lY 

t� city;  men like Eliseo Madina and Nick Jones 
froJ1'l Cl Y 

perts at applying the hoycott pressures effectively 
e � . h 

. 
becaJ1'l of the volunteers w 0 were put in charge could 
but so�� thingS together. In some pl

,
aces individuals \1sed the 

/lever g 
ker cause to work out theIr own hostilities toward 

farJ1'l wor 

SO�%ugh 1968 and 1969, the boycott st�rred the farmers as 

th' g else had for years; the Amencan Farm Bureau 
/10 JO , ffili b h '  
Federation and Its state a ates egan to pus umon-busting 

. lation that would outlaw boycotts and strikes at harvest 
legiS f II f 

. 

. e and place control 0 a arm labor relations securely in 

: hands of agribusin�ss . . 
U.S: Senator George Murphy 

agreed to car� t?e leg,slati?n �n C?�gres�. A coalition of 

California agnbusmess orgamzatlons Jomed m the hiring of a 

high-priCed San Francisco-based public relations firm, Whit

aker and Baxter, to help Murphy push his bill and to 

generally polish the farmers' sagging image. While no figures 

were ever released, the cost of such a move must have totaled 

more than $ 1  million, 
Whitaker and Baxter had a solid, conservative reputation; 

the firm had been hired by the American Medical Association 

in the late 1940S to defeat President Harry Truman's 

National Health Insurance legislation. W and B coined the 

phrase "socialized medicine" and built a successful campaign 

around slogans using those two words. Year b� year. the firm 

built its reputation, using the same sloganeenng techmques. 

For the agribusiness anti-boycott effort, W and B cam� up 

with "consumer rights" and established Consumer. Rights 

Committee offices across the country to protest the Withhold

ing of grapes from the marketplace. Superm�rkets h�d n
,
o 

right to withhold grapes; the public had the nght to choose 

what it would and would not purchase. . 
Whether by coincidence 

,
or �ot, Rich�rd . . �. N1XO�

a
�e��� 

his 1968 presidential campaign 111 San FranCISco t�a\ 
I 

' 

one of his first concerns wa� for the farmers w�o e e t were 

b . h Ch vez forces ='hxon ate some 
emg unfairly used hy t t' > a . . . . 

, rt then he made a surpnsmg 
grapes to show hiS suppa , 
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'It lenwnl tha t \\'a, dl'.:lrly out I I I  toud1 " ilh Ie ' said, "" '(' ha' (' 1.1" , 011  t Il t' hlllll..s to prole ,tg'll reality, t \\i�h 10 or Taniz(\ " "t, h;l\'\' a .I l iona l  Lahor � ;'�rkel's \V�e 10 irnparlullh 'll !,I'IYi,1' t hl, dl'l't iollS of colIect� ahbous 13oat� agent . , ' The '1'('()J\t!an hOH'ott of Ca]ifo
l
rv� argaiuin 

. 
[ J . I nla g g c1t'arl" iII('�al .  . " I t I, to )l' condemned , ��pes is Slime finlllh " I' ('()I\lkm ll  a n ,  other form of la':, b' Ith the 0.' vv teak ' "omd (h Oll t I l l' \ 1\.0n sta ll had goofed, Poll't " lUg, " -

1 I I '  l' l ' 'b ' IClaus \ ' L 
. 'hon hn:.!.()(\ ()t' 1;\ t o, t 1('1)' agn USll1ess cOnstituents Ille 0]>1 cd I llt' I IlClIlSIl1Jl of farm labor under the NLR. f '  had t r ,  \1  the t imt' :'\i\on made t1le San FranCisco st:teor 33 t he . -, tj II tl Lahor Relations Board had no jurisdiCtio !hent , 

d b n OVer {ann \\ ( rkt'r , The l'FWOC s secon ary oycott actions were It . rh I, �,u. 
] n  thl' " m  Joaquin Valley, some Delano grape growers and all rlll,Ul. For Right to \Vork were attempting to come up \\lth I ublk relations campaign of their own based On a new \ .ui  Ii n of ilieir old company union routine; ilie new '\\ r '  r" or!!anization was called the Agriculture Workers Freedom to Work ASSOCiation (AWFWA). Among its officers " It' me of ilie same labor contractor-crew boss names th t h d appeared in the old TKIFW group. The AWFWA was h ded by a !!eneral secretary named Jose Mendoza, a former oe Iesrnan. who once worked as an OEO poverty fighter in K m ount)'. He wa� a man who carried a passionate hatred f r esar Chavez and the UFWOC. This hatred was never pI.uned, J nvestigation revealed the A WFW A was financed in part b) alifomians For Right to Work. One member of (R\\ board of directors was Delano grape grower Jack Pand I .  suit brought hy UFWOC attorney Jerry Cohen all 00 WF\\'A Was a company union. The suit alleged P lid I and ili Giumarras were among those farmers who lIJ port th AWF\\'A financially. finn called Public Resea;ch Institute also supported \\ om ial of PR I. a private Southern California l it III mpan). acknowledged Mendoza had heen pai? 1m tigatl\' work I II connection with a hooklet It DrrIflU III II th grape 'it nke. Th editor of the hooklet. 
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50th annl la l AmerIcan Farm ! l l l l l'a l l  {<'1'der'lt ' , .  , Ion Co 
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hl"lr anI rl';II , all \. . . ,m " I I mg 111 Pl'esbyt , 0 

• 

J I '  , erzan L;r (J)I'cl'lllb('r 1 �)CS) allll l iS O\\,n California Fann B IJe Monthly Ll,lllllary 10({g) - llsed Mendoza and the AWFureou ' .  
t di th WA as 

proof of �Ilt' ta�-lllers story
f
, con en 

k
ng e AWFWA "has the �rl'alt', t tl)III)\\lng ,ullOng arm wor ers and their fami!' " ' 

II 'tl ' th les, Ii lit all " .1. Ill)t gOlllg we WI ,11n e AWn: A, It had li ttle Or no 1lI(,lIlhl'�hip. Its farmer-onented constItuency had bee (':\1 f'd • •  md Jose �lendoza had disassociated himself fro� tJlC o�, lIization ometime during the fall of 1968, weeks before he poke to the Farm Bureau convention and weeks Ix>fore he had been the subject of Grant 's articles, Mendoza contmlled to tra\'el and speak out against Chavez, During much of 1968 Cesar Chavez was confined to a ho pital lJed at home, The fast had left him weak, and he be!!an to suffer severe back pains, Doctors suggested these lllmc\e -pasms may have been caused by the fact that one of Chavez's legs was shorter than the other, resulting in a twist in the spinal alignment; or the problem m ight have been muscle deterioration, or a degenerating spinal disc, Helen Wa! worried because her husband refused to stop work. She called Bill Kircher to heIp get proper care for him, Dolores Huerta flew in from r-iew York and refused to go back out on 00 cott as�gnment until  Chavez paid attention to what the doctors said aud began to take care of h imself, Chavez continued working from his hOspital bed or from the rocking 'hair lleSide it. ' 

l)u�lIg this time I used to drop in, to visit, to ask a few 6ue tJO�l , and to listen to Cesar talk about his childhood, La
ll
oo

a ern�n he began to talk ahout the 1935 National I' Relations ct and th T f . 

d 
III 1 - " e a t-Bartley amendment ma e 94 ,. J paid httle attention at first, because I knew he 
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S tor Harrison Williams proposed f a , ena 
h ' d assage 0 lel lace farm workers under t e act s Fayard �nt that won 't !awned on me he was saying just the aJTIeO ';iOn, But then I ed his mind; the NLRA _ as amended jUfiSdl'te lIe had chanf 

g workers: it would take away the POSI ' d for arm 'd f ap no goo boycott and would provi e armers -- was to the secondh�
ry to stall strikes at harvest. Chavez 'ght 1 mac mery , d J'l ,th the lega 

e ori inal Wagner Act was pro-unron an WI ioted out that th b�ld strong organizations; but th,e Pna wed workers t
d
o t passed over President Truman s a 0 II rtley amen men , 

Taft- a , ' n , d I to was anti-umo ,  de such statements publicly, an ve Chavez had never 
�;m directly, He said that I should not asked if I co�d q�otebut I could attribute the story to an te him dll'ect y, ght the growers and the quo 

med source, The story c�u 
the federation with the unna ' N 0 one m , 

-CIO by surpns,e
, nderstood farm workers or AfL pti'on of Bill KIrcher, re,allhy u 'ti'ons without informing exce h '  to SWltC POSI Chavez, and for 1m breech of protocol. Top AFL-CIO federation leaders was, a 

acting as a go-between, man-leaders were angry. KIrc�er, 
y's ruffled feathers and ?at�h 

d to smootll George ean 
AFL-CIO would mamtam :��ether a workable agre�me��o

�� be brought in un?er �: 
its position that farm wor ers , tly without confronting 

but it would do so qUle , NLRA, 
, , 

I for the new Chavez pOSItion, 
through 1968 were s O\:n Luther The years 

d
from

th 
116Jobert Kennedy and Mt,:e Murphy oc The ea 0 h I movemen , , th u� , all over the w o e 

, hts campaign, e Kmg, Jr., cast a p d Baxter consumer-n� sing boycott bill, the Whitaker, an of rapes, despite the m��e:vez fast had continued marketmg d 
gdening effect. The bles the fact all had a ea , b ck trou , , pressures, ' but Cesar s a ong the UnIon buoyed the campaIgns, 

d ot able to move am that he was bedridden an n 
, Chavez's ' ff t t Improve, 

, d 
people, had ItS e ec " fortunes began 0 began to bUll By 1969 the union s he boycott �tructures roduce, and the back began to mend, 

� were deSIgned to p 
th k '  ds of pressures t ey e m e more , tempo quickened onc 239 
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'
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I I 
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• I" ('r l mtenl \\1111 the ' 

ng as they Could 
rs With 

lup , .
' ISSues at ha d hold 

' f, , a�tl1lg about for a new d 
n , the UFWoc l Out, 

)Und It. a11ll0�t b\' accident ' ;amatic Controv eader, 

�(' 1\'(, legal tactics. Some' as e result of Jer 
ersy. They 

to the { 1'\\ ()(' that the ' th 
grape workers had 

ry Cohen's 
ill 'd ;. ought th h compl ' pe 1 e. a. the,' worked Th 

ey ad been po ' aIned 
km m he . Coh�n asked th ey felt sick .  They h��

one� by 

h d been around. The\' did 
em what kinds of chemi 

�enous 
lit. hen look d 

- not know and the 
c s they 

commercial pesti�jde
UP th� law; in Califorr!:a 

c�uld not find 
of \\hat the)' . t d 

applicators must file a t
a 
l

rmers and 
mnl" 

111 en to use with th 
ota disclosure 

oner when th e county a ' 
h n \\ ent t th 

ey apply for an appli 
gnculture 

o e agricultur cator use pe ' 
Ollt what bad be 

e commission ' ffi 
rmlt. 

\\ or1:OO H 
en used in the ' 

er s 0 ce to find 
e was t Id vmes whe h '  

pph tors' eh 
. 0 Sllch informatio 

re IS clients 

unh un 
/mlCal trade secrets we 

n was confidential; 
taH ..:.. ,.,. '

th
l ture commissione �e protected and the 

\\ e I ' 

r - WIth h ' , 
and th \ k SO e Judge and prot t 

IS mvestigative 

h 'fiol
r ers' safety, ec or of the public interest 

n 00 su't 
h n h i

, 
and, during th 

m up 'th e course of h '  . ahfonHa' WI some ' 

IS mvestiga-
r tri<.1 '  astounding f D 

h n , hundred 
lYe pesticide-a I

' . ' acts. espite 

I In had of workers W I P
P IcatlOn safety regula-

Wn to alann 
ere lemg . 

Ionn ted h ing proport ' 
pOIsoned. The prob-

1OI11l!-l.hihn 
- drocarbon Was 

0 I;;ns as the use of DDT-type 
IInpa t on the envtro�

1 aWed hecause of their 
ment.  The h ' f 
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su stltutes or 

p'f-lype pesticides were the short-lived phosphate, hase 
the p that attack the central nervous system. These h' hI 

'sons ' 1 d 
. Ig Y 

1'01 terials - a slOg e rop of concentratecl ' 
ic rna , h f " 

pOIson 
to" , d to the skin can e atal wlthm seconds 

be 
. . - were 

aI'P d and sprayed onto the vines and leaves C h 
d'Jute 

' , 0 en 
I 

vered that the California State Department of P bl' 
&� , U �  

JIeaJth had done occupatlOnal safety studies and found 

hundreds of workers adversely affected by a spray called 

arathion, even though farmers had followed all of the 

I' 'ngent safety regulations . 
stfl ' . 

As long as the Issue remamed a worker-safety problem it 

did not attract wide attention. But then boycotters
' 
in 

Washington, D.C. ,  purchased some Delano table grapes from 

a Safeway store and took them to a chemical laboratory to 

have them tested for pesticide residues. The grapes showed 

concentrations of a pesticide called Aldrin far above the 

limits set by the Food and Drug Administration, (Production 

and sale of Aldrin has since been suspended by the FDA 

because the product shows signs of producing cancer.) 

The issue exploded overnight. Safeway denied its grapes 

were poisoned, the grower who supplied the grapes denied 

he had used Aldrin. Senator Murphy came to the aid of the 

grower and supermarket ; using the U.S. Senate Subcommit

tee on Migratory Labor as a forum, he challenged the UFWOC 

to prove it was not committing a cruel hoax. Further tests of 

grapes from other stores by a second and a third testing firm 

showed the same high traces of Aldrin. Both sides had 

blundered into a no-man's land. There is so little knowledge 

about pesticides, and their effects, that confusion is the rule 

in most such controversies. In this specific case the test for 

Aldrin and the test for sulfur - which is used on the grapes 

to prevent mildew _ 
are so close that an exp�rt chemist can 

easily be fooled unless he is looking speCIfically for the 

infinitesimal difference between the test results on these t,,:o 

compounds. The grapes may well not have had A�d�n 

residues on them. hut the argument projected the pestiCide 

issue into the hOY('l)tt. 
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1111' consumer-hoycot t aSlwds of t llt' � '. obscurcd the morc import ant aSIWl'ts of lh:<lpc I�asslc al f " 

t f ' peshcid I110St 
\'!'fW rom a 1l1ll0n pOlll 0 \1(,\\ , Chavez te t 'fi e Cant 

- ' 
I ' , s l ed , "'l'l to. 

issllc i� t he dan�\'l' t la! pCShl'lrks prese nt to f ' ' Ile t I 

' 

I ' I 
. arm ea "',, han' con

, 
1\' !\) rca L'C I II  t Ie union that th 

�orket " ,  
e 1 s, pI �t Jci(h> pOI�lmm� IS 11101'e I lllportant tOda th 

SSUe of \\ a,�t'," " Cha\ 0 .  t\)ld the Senate Subcommitte� th 
�n eVen pllbhc' hl" l l t h  \ll 1Yt'." a�nong 774 Tulare County far� 
""a state rc\'('akd l)n" l :.!  1 of them were free of sym t orkets J " 

b k ' P Oms th 
indicate PC\tlCIUl' pmsollmg may e ta mg place, at Wnr\...cf .lft' seldom sprayed d irectly; instead, mOst i k thl  I l� tit'ide resIdues from the plant fOliage as the: C up -'1 \t of the p)lstming takes ylace when, the weather �h� 

and the wor\...ers are sweatmg; the reSidues are absorb d 
t hrollQ'h tht' ,kin or inhaled as the dust Hies from the leave The re lilt. are flu-like symptoms: dizziness, split viSi:�

' lIau e . re, piratory problems like those associated with COlds: The �lnptollls are insidious, As the worker exposure is prolonged. the symptomatic results are cumulative, Con
tinued exposure can result in  serious illness and death . If e po ure ceases. the symptoms slowly disappear. Skin rashes are common: eye irritation goes with most farm jobs. Cha\'ez leamed more about pesticide problems, he ordered ohen and Huerta to write strong worker protecbon into the contracts. DUring the \\inter of 1969-70 little progress was being mad m the effort to get the Coachella growers back to the n otiatm" table. Chavez turned to the National Conference of ( atholic Bishops, asking for their support of the boycott . 

Rather than endorse the boycott, the bishops decided to tahli h an ad hoc committee to attempt to bring the 'ro\\ er and union representatives together for talks. B�shop Jo ph Donnelly was named chairman of the commIttee, HI hop Timothy 1anning and Hugh Donohoe of California " r al lJIembers, Monsignor George Higgins, of the hon I ( athohc Conference in Washington, D.C., was m d th fann labor �'OlJIlJIittec chief of staff. He was assisted I t n Ignor Roger lahoney, of the Fresno diocese, 
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, . vited all grape growers and the n and
. Hi�l��:;no, Some growers did attend, but Donne / rneetlng me off well, so later in the spnng of 1970 jOn to 

d'd not corn 
11 d The dozen growers who had 
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. 1 d' th 
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Giurn 'th growers, 
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l
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to farmers, preparing the way for III lking pnvate y 
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ki d of order. 
otiations WI insure some n

eed and Steinberg began neg 
worked out, The bishops agr 

' By April a contract was
f ' g  opera-nce more. 

bl ape annm the
d����:chella Valley's largest ta 

h 
e
��:t to Steinberg was

d 
an u,e , A mall grape ranc 

f manager an tion was signed'L 
s 

n Larson had been a arm had added to owned by K. K. arso 
�res then, year by year, 

'n vines, He he had pU,rchased 
.t� 

a 
farmed 148 acres 0\ b

�: � when the his operatIOns unt! � b g in the use of a 
would move d 'th Stem er , b some cooperate WI 
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JO St inberg Signed a Steinberg crews were

f and when e 
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through L on arm -
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'd d he would as I 
d the UFWOC to contract Larson deci 

� 'f they wante II lectlOn - I 
k 

a secret ba ot e 
tanned, wor s represent them. " n who is deeply sun phase of the b '  S ndmavla , ' g every Larson,  a Ig ca 
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operation. He workS .�OI a qua.lih P�'Odllet and he \\'orkcrs and h l ll1self. " (' al l  1 1\'(' of! the vines Says of tl " t . J ' So What lIe i� important. OIllIlWIl mg on I ll' economics of 1 We do "Th(' hO\'cott had h('t'n so devastating that 
969 he Said mak<' lllortcTa�l' pa\ lllCllts and the banks wiII g

we cloUld nOt :-
0 a on that for a year but not two. "'e had to do somethi 

g With \\';'Isn't IIhout It) make th c workers go into the unio �?' but I Lmoll 'bJ..ed h is local Presbyterian minister � Lloyd �'latlJ;Ul. to supervise the elections, and ' \A 
e ,R.ev, • 

. 

1 I ' 'Vtonsign Roger \1 .111one\· " as OroUgIt 1 11 as an observer, The v Or . 
I 8 f . t1 ate on 

Lars()11 s ranc J was 7 avonng Ie UFWoc and only OI1Ilo,incr Lmon said later, "I did have an honest s 2 
t . ..... 

. h '  . ' ecret_ ballot eledlOll Oil my ranc , pnor to the SIgning of the 
(,Ol1t/.let. I was t1le only one who did that; that Was Il��timate election won by Chavez." He added, "Bad th: worker \'oted 'no' and the boycott been continued, we'd h'l\'e been out of business and I think the workers knew that. I tlunk that influenced their vote ."  After teinberg and Larson signed, the other Coachella grower carne to the negotiating table; one by one they 1!!Ilt:'d l'ontracts. Almost without exception, the bishops' committee was in the midst of the negotiations, arranging to oring both sides together. While the bishops worked with the union and the grape growers, Dolores Huerta went underground briefly. then surfaced in Fresno county, where Cal· f'  ion orchard workers were striking. This l,800-acre pe.ach, plum, and vineyard operation was part of a 43,000-acr fanning empire put together by Hollis Roberts, a big, dgar-chewing farmer who had been blown out of the Dust Bowl and who had come into California "dirt poor. " Roberts " as a If-made man, an arch conservative, who idolized H.  L. BUilt and considered Cesar Chavez a communist thr at. Yet when the strike - and the specter of a boycott - threatened hi ripe fnlit crop, Roberts agreed to meet with lill rta. They began negotiations, and, just before final 

H 
11\ nt " as reached, Roberts did another surprising thing. I Ii Prot tant fundamentalist, yet he asked for the 

Uf 

. me into the last stages l· t.tee to co Comm Lahar 
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Larson contracts Ul 
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fYrapc gro\\ <'r" t' ('('pI I hI' ..!() 1 1 1  nl'!a ll0 I ,  I ' 
,., 

TI ' , ),l e Sig wil h  I h e  l r, \\ ()( , 1('n I I I  t ilt' W('o l ld week f iled cOnt grower, '('Ill  " nrd, I I U I)llgh l.lhor rt'lat io l) ' 
o

. 
JUly the D 

t,aCts S COllsult e an PCI( k, Iht" \\ ,l I llI  d 10 't .llt ta l ks. Chavez called �nt Philli
o In \\'a,hill� I l  ,md ,),kcd I hat he help Out i th Bin l<itCh p . I J J n e t  Ik et gro\\ cr ('()1ll 1l1l ! t C'1" Walll't! h, consultant F '  a s. l'he DOllllt'II" Ild \ I IHlSlfl10r Higgins. and the ue���, Bishop 'C'n tcd h\ t h,l\ t'z. l\: lrl'h l'l', Huerta, Itliong andn, repte, starled ! ll k llll In" 1 7 I II a Bakersfield motel K' I' h 

COhen . ' , • . rc er 1 d > 

" ll h  UH' U Il II)J) � proposals. th� growers COuntered e off I l('!!otia l i 'll  \\'t'rt' underway. Dunng the tWO-day talks 'thand \\ ere rc t: t ·  ,1 I1d delays, but progress was made. ere Kircller illd, '" e had it down to where We thou h had ba i ·  for settlement. But there were two encurnbgr t We 
h fi ances ha\ �l had placed on me. T e rst had to do with a Chic tudC'nt \\ Ikollt at the Delano High School. Some of the ��� h d been e'\pelled and, because one of the school board m mhen; was a fanner negotiating with us, Cesar Wanted him 10 order the kids back in school. I couldn't see a chance for ( n\thlD(! O far from the purview of the negotiations, ''10 other condition was that the farmers had to corne to the union ' new hiring hall - it was located in the new dmim tmtion huilding at the Forty Acres _ to sign the contrclct . When I told them this, well they just about shit. Th � Sclid '. ·0. t\o way. ' But I got it, I finally got them to a Tr; But }OU know. before we could reach any overall kind of a r ment. Dolores started raiSing issues, and the talks Imo bl w up. 0 we recessed. "  r h r \'a convinced Chavez had used him as a stalking h to f I the grower'  Ollt so that when Chavez, Huerta, nd ( oh n finall)' <;at down to hard negotiating they woul? kn \\ \\ h t to e :peet. Kircher had not been told this was hiS It . b Id addm , ' 'I'm not bitter, but the point is th�y I n t I ll m . I f  that l'i a negative jlIdgment, then, so be It. TIL t n n ( r L a gr at �amc player . .  , " h n dl rr that (�r was I Is illg Kircher as a stalking nu"" h n plamed, " '>a r  Wa trying to get the best 
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h· k it was Feick who can sed the 
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�1 l�am what the drastic tum w

d
ould 

h said "I never 
somewhere own 

be 
C
�u�

n 
I go� ahold of Ces�r

we �� ;:ryone together early , 
ear Santa Paula - an south n 

,

" 
da\vn in a Su

��� fi�������ment was w
C

o�:: ::�i��:rf::n one' s
Th
id: 

I b Chavez, 0 ,  
the other. Delano mote .' y 

_ 

father and son 
- ?al

n 
ting in the d b th G mmarras 

' peel mee an Y e 
ere called mto a s , f the agreement f the growers w 

th details 0 
'fi d 

rest 0 
I b ilding and e h d been notl e S M 's schoo u 

al Kircher a 
, h 

t .  ary 
f their approv . 

C He arrived as t e were spelled out or
f Washington. D. . 

ers and the Ii . g out rom 
Aft the grow . , and was ym 

king place. er 
' 1  ntract-sigmng . was ta th ffina co final meetmg 

d place for e 0 
th Filmore-Santa union set the time an

d Kircher took off fo� . 
e 
ries of meetings . Cesar an . Cesar s se ceremorues, 

to contInue . 
M ria area 

ak' g 
Paula-Santa a 

h d been m m with farm workers. 
"These farm workers a 

Kircher recalled. . 
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liM)' for nrgalll l ing JI\ thl' kthl('\'. TIll', \"cre gett . 
tlor SOJlJcthill!?; h).C;. Thl'l\' \\;1\ a lal" in Santa M'l

l
" 109 ready 

. - I . <Iaa rn . JlIceting in thc 11Igh ,ehon ~"\ n.lIla.sHIIll., Everyone ~vas asslve 
IllII,t ha\'(' hl'\'1} 1,IlllO pCllpk IIlsldt', Each group of there, 
caJllC for" ard ;Illt! s;ud t h\,\ supported a strike. We l~oPle 
lip th('lc ahout 1(1 -1(1 and "ent back ~o the motel. nlshed 

"\f IIlUd ChaH'. h,ld bet'n I1Ill11l1lg the organ" . 
.\ '. lzahon I "'orl- - he "a, ,t,1\ inc; at one of those Motel 6s and W a 

' I b e Went theft't() let'p. " 'hell " e got t lere, a out 11 P.M., We turned 
thc n ' Oil to Sl't' the news and god damn there carne the 
anJlOlllll l'JIlt'nt that t11e \"'estern Conference of Teamst 
had ,i!!11l'<i ac;n.'ements \\i th all of t11e lettuce growers in t~~ 
Salm;L '.llle)". . . . I thought it was a joke, or the gOddarnn 
announcer had tIlings balled up . . . but Cesar had this funny 
look on Ius flee .... [We] c~lIe~ ~ guy on t11e Salinas paper 
that we l-'le\\, and we asked him if It was true. He said it was 
he'd ~otten the press release and checked it with th~ 
Team teIS . He said t11e Teamsters claimed to have signed 30 
lettuce V'owero;. and t11e contracts covered 5 ,000 workers. 

.. we didn't go to bed after all ; we took off for Salinas. 
We'd stop along the way, at a pay phone, call our people, get 
pr rele ~tarted. schedule a press conference. We got to 
aun ,got about two hours' sleep, and then held t11e press 

conference to declare a strike in t11e lettuce. We set up a few 
battJe ation and t11en took off back to Delano for the 
IgIlmg of ili table-grape contracts." 

TIl hi toric pact, ending t11e five-year-long Delano grape 
trik , \\. signed by all 26 of the Delano grape growers on 

JHI~ ·9, J970. When the strike was started, in the fall of 1965, 
tilt: work rs had a ked for $1.40 an hour and 25 cents a 
fi Id-paeked bo . TIle contract set the wage at $1.80 an hour, 
"Ith:ro n~ for the field-packed box. The growers also 

rt>('(f to pay 10 ents an hom into the Robert Kennedy 
H Ith nd \\' lfar Fund and 2 cents an hour into a social 

fund . TIl workc!"!i Would he dispatched from the 
ilIOn' hall. and they would he protected by special 

.-.stk'IC:1e h languag . 

l1t 50 percent of the tahle
contracts hro\l~ of 'the UFWOC, thc CO<H:~,~1\a 

pelano cler the contra . 'ent more The r('malllm~ 
,{,h

e
l arvest un cts added 3::> Pdcr\c in tiny 10 and 20. and e 1 ntra ganIze ay . \ 

grar t\fvin C~at was tlo
or · \ ~ ing to the notorio\ls\y 1Il( c-

and rcent t . g parcels be 0 gf F sno and Madera cO\lntlt's. 
.,e f a)lD f ers 0 reo h'l !5_~cre ar all family arm a~e to be forgotten for a W I e, as 

4° dent sm wers would h t Salinas and prepared for 
pent these gro d his headquabrterls °to drive the Teamsters Ollt 13U move d the att e 
Chavez trikes an 

1 ttuce s . 
the e lds agail1. 
of the fie 

ER ELEVEN 
THC:~irMSTERS AGAIN 

to the Salinas Valley 
not newcomers . workers 

The Teamsters werLeocal 890 had contracts ck~vensn~eds and 
. . ss scene. ble pac mg .. 

agnbusme . the fresh-vegeta t Iso protected 
in the cannenes,. lants' these contrac s a ho ride on 
frozen-food proce~smg p d th'e carton stitchers, w used by 
the field truck dnvers~~ up the cardboard boxe~ 8go still 
the flat-bed trucks m ld m~ck the lettuce. And ~~tract, as a 
harvest crews who fie I p field laborers under and United 

h B d Antle, nc., b the AWOC d 
had t e u 6 lettuce strikes Y th Teamsters signe 
result of the 19 1 At the time e t to 110 other 
Packinghouse W ~rk~r\ar field labor contra~ ~ the idea of 
Antle they offere SImI The farmers rejec ~ h's name from 
Salinas Valley g~wer~'d Antle, and exp~rg~sso~iatiOn mem
unionization, con em~_Shippers Vegeta e 
the influential Grower back and the 

il beaten ' stefl bership list. ffort was eas y . 55 1'he Team 
The A WOC-UPHW e bout their busme . d there matted 

Salinas growe~s w~:t~:est in field labotlt:n coachella p. 
showed no WIder ~ decade. But when 
rested for nearly 149 



• 

cz dBgy. 

gave liP the fight and hegan negof . growe~S the vegetahle and fruit growers in th~a~nl~ with the 
of'l'0 ~o worry; then as the Arvin and Delano : mas Valley 
begall Ilegotiating contracts, the Salinas grow g ~pe growers 
begall

g 
indications they were next on the u ers l~gan to get 

trOll 1 f h FWOC 1St 
5 puring J U y 0 1970 t e Growers-Shi e '. 

ciation _ representing 29 of the large PtP rs Vegetable 
;'5

50 
. . th 11 . s vegetable-fa 

. operatIOnS 10 ~ va ey - was in negotiations . TIn-~garnsters, attemptlOg to renew the cont ts' Wlth ~he ~ e th k ' h rac covenng 
workers in e p ac 109 ouses, canneries and fr 

th
e trucks. Although these were Local. Bgo eeztrers and ~n . f . , f con acts BIll 

cr
arni dU'ector 0 orgaruzlOg or the Western C f ' , d fr on erence of 

'fearnsters, came own om Burlingame to sit in on th talk 
Negotiations broke down and the workers went out onestrik!' 
tying up the h arvest for a week. At some point after ~ 
were resumed and b efore a settlement was reached, Grarni 
informally le t the growers know the Western Conference 
_ not Local 890 - was interested in organizing field 

workers. The Teamsters' sudden public emergence in the fields of 
the Salinas Valley and the resulting Teamster-grower field 
labor contracts came at a bad time for Chavez. The UFWOC 

had to establish hiring halls to dispatch thousands of grape 
workers, and it had to create the administrative machinery to 
govern the workaday union and train the ranch committees 
to enforce the contracts the union had just signed. No one 
really knew how many workers would pass through the hiring 
halls as the union met the farmers' demands for work crews 
because of the instability and high mobility of the work for:. 
Among the 26 growers signed in late July in Delan°all

was 
e 

d J th· ne comJ>8l.ly annu Y goes 
Giumarra Vineyar s. ust IS tho nallabor fluctuations 
through 8,000 workers to meet e seaso e time In v .. nring 
th d d 000 workers at any on . - r 

at 0 not excee Z, h d t be expected on each of 
degrees this kind of turnover a 0 me . 'task was aweSO . 
the ranches. The ~nloD s . to the lettuce fields grabbed the 

The T eamsters m~e; rganizing efforts the uvw
oc 

bad 
headlines and obsC~ ~f strawberry, and cantalmJlll 
going among the veg

eta 
e, 
SSI 



\\'01 K( rs , Chan'z" ,," ift II'a('t ion III" ' I . 

' " I{ lilt'" Ica\,;I1~ Ihl' \ ' ( ' r ' ('ol11plt' \ ))1'1,1110 Ill' )1 1 Illove to S 
• I ) e1l1s t ai' difficlllt 10 IIlldcr:-.tlllld "'n hadn 'l Iw I' ' 0 other Ill'll 

I , I · , · l I eversed tl s, \If ' 
" I) ' 1M Il t lC fnCIIWII 11" \l\\ n attention 1 l e prio ' 'll 

opP'rational IIl1il)11 in ndal10 and kt M)J) ltlilding a s;lties, ("" 11 I' i II I I anuel Ch ' rOng .i )('11 .11 I I, \\ III \\ \'11' a I't':l{h in the S I' aVez ' 
thl' fighl , (TIlII"t till' T\'alllstt'r~? ' a ll1as area eli and 

• " ' reet l lIa\I~7. .111\\\ ('It'd \n lh a hIstory lesson: "We h 
in I h(' ,1\'1 \ldl1' , t lw lettuct', and the row crop ~d Worker 
W(' 'd 1!!'11 d IlwlIl ~lll quieti),' In 1967 there ~:~e so~ fruit~ 
Ihe tri l\\ Ix ITlt' , 111 ."ianta l\Iana and we had to g , stnkes in 

I I " o il1 the ft" I hem t 11'\ la u to (,00] It, they had to Wait b re and 
oll'dn 't h~lp themjllst yet. In 1968 the lettuce :~:kse We 

the Impenal Valley \\ anted to strike and We told th ers In 
". It. ern to 

.. In 1970 the grapes were won, but , , " C 
J med, then e\plained, " '''ell, you have to go ba~k besar 
1 th h I ' Wh a Out t 1r( m n • to t e ear y spnng, en the strawber an 

'!tu worker saw that we were not getting bitten off ry h d 
t1 ' th t h 'I " , , W en 
I) \ \ a W I e we weren t Wmnmg, we weren't bein 

d tro ed either, they began to make demands on us, and w~ 
had to t )J them we could not handle two strikes at once, that 
th )' would ha\' to wait until we finished the grapes, They 
greed, but they extracted an agreement from me, too; I 
1{fi that a SOOn as we started to win we would turn to 

th IT P bl m . 

"W,thm a w ek afte r we'd signed the grape contracts in 
I riI d I ation of a llout 30 lettuce workers came to 

I I f I ked them to give me another month so I could ... 
t III m r ~ntract5 'igned . On Cinco de Mayo [the May 

th t an holIday). we were down in the park in Delano 
hl\ III ' raU) nd a d legation of ahollt 80 lettuce workers 

nd" m d a p lan, and drafted a letter and a 
n nd 1 lIt two w 'ks la te r I sent the letter to the 

t n G " iation, saying we represented the 
Id" nt m ting. h ut nothing happened. , , . 

lit !at r til t \\ h n th le tt no r came, the growers 
Ith Tam rs,. ," 

2S! 

rkers were migrants, most of them either 
lettuce hwod left lheir families in the Calexico-Mexicali 

1'he I or a Th ' sing e, f Howed the seasons, ese men travel m 
",ere as they Of om Phoenix and Yuma through the Imperial 
"(ea eWS r db k Th ' , '" hesive cr th to Salinas an ac, ere are Similar crews 
CO Iley and ~o~l r routes in the cantaloupe and watermelon va 'g Simi a h h b' h f UoWln 'fh crews that arvest t e straw ernes, t e soft 
: rVests: ed the onions, garlic, and tomatoes are entirely 
:ee fruit , ~ are made up of casual workers, primarily 
~ifferent ; 'n ~y to work on a piece rate of pay; a nickel a 
farnilies WI \Drs a bucket , a dollar a flat. Some of the families 

Pound, 30 cenf om Texas and Mexico, but most live in one of 
' ants r k Th 

are rntg~ nia farming valleys and travel out to war , e 
the Cahfo

r 
set so only the fastest workers can make a 

piece rates ,:rea ; as a result, the parents bring their children 
rnodest day a the whole family works, The smallest children 
with them ~1, parents' buckets or baskets, they fetch and 
pick into el~ottles and lunch sacks, These fam~es £re
carry water k on a Single Social Security card; thiS al~ows 
quently wor 'd deductions and gives the farmer a, smgle 
them to aV0l11 try on his records to show he is meeting the 
padded payro en 

minimum wage. I 't f these various work forces, the 
Because of the comp ~x~ ~~ building its organizational base 

UFWOC appr,oach,ed the JO el Chavez was assigned to move 
from two dIrectIOns, Manu , the lettuce workers and 
with the migrants, to ~rga::~ the season in Arizona and 
cantaloupe workers" starti~g border and mo~ng no~h, 
along the Califorma-Mexlcan ker service center 10 C~eX1~ 
Chavez established a farm ,,:o~, and he conducted hit-an , 
and a medical clinic in MeXl~d \ui1ding a cadre of expen~ 
run strikes wherever he cul°du ~hen the time came, run 

l 't who co , ~d~~w rk~ 
'k al alleys to wo general stn e, 'ed to the coast ~ll d their living 

Gil Padilla was ass1f ttled out, but stI m:u e f 1968 and 
those families who hapa~lla worked throt a:d Hollister. 
as seasonal workers, Ox ard north to G Y .ft ...... CellI 

' f m n f the coo""-..... 1969, rangmg r~ , committeeS out 0 
"We were orgamzlOg 
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I ,d ("tahli,hl'eI dllril11! thl' h"lIw tllt,(·till,T d 'I," 
18 , I '" . ~'l'<I('/) t Ilt ('()lJlmjtt"('~ had t" 111\ (' It (';hl:.!5 dut's paYil1~ 11) Ol)e or 

TIH' commlttec, "( n' .'lIPP<':l'd to .!~o out and sign en)h
ers

. 
"H'mhl'r~, VOIl )..nll" . ill j!'.lnl l ( nil t1lt'1l 0 \\ '11 . lip l)C\\I 

" \1,. had (""Hllltkl" ill all those towns Ie 
Watsollvil/!'. IIIl.h . In ";lll ta '\Iaria " e had a g~dd~r;; City. 
orgalliZ,l!ion. 1111'1(' "I'I t' :.!(l0 or :300 p eople in that n gOod 
tc, \I e h. d creoit Ilnil)U and a service center ther ~mllJit_ 
m";, , !ld ( 'I \I ()ldd COIl1 t' O\'el'. ' Vhen the w~'rd e had 
nholll 1'0\\ Ihe "'.II III.I \ £:n)\\ l'r~ wcre Signing With came 
Tl<'llll,t!', tl, pI. )plt- " en' really mad, Because of the 
probl! Ill. \lilh UIt' '~~'\\ l'Ol~tn~ct~ jl~ J?elano Cesar tried to :~k 
till III r II Id H \I rlh a S,llmas stnke. but they said 'N 
\1 e" c \\ .uled too long no\\ .. The farmers were trying to 'mak~ 
IIIi'm ~ rd \\' Itll the Teamsters and they were sa ' 
'U II, n "c're with tIle fann workers union!, " )'lng. 

Th re \\ no doubt the fanners and the Teamsters were 
I r:m rn con ert. al T, " 'atkms. personnel manager for 

Inl r Han t - a 10 (>oo-acre vegetable-growing subSidiary 
f th l'llIled Fruit con~lomerate - was a member of the 

'ppers Ve!!etable -\'ssociation 's negotiating team. 
11 lone tl1e contracts covering the packing sheds, 
(J'; and tru k had been successfully renegotiated, on 
Juh ~ th c sen t a pecial committee to the Western 

n~ ffi uls to see if something could be worked out 
I n th Id workers in under the jurisdiction of tl1e 

uru n TIt committee reported back the next day 
To .... re not only willing to represent field 

TIIlKt'l'S. .... J'; r dy to have the g rm\!ers sign recogni-
a.l.."TI~1 0 Imm dlOt 1'1. Watkin .. said all 29 firms 

rCODgnJzed th T rnsters, 'ven though the union 
11 t. J'; P ot ny agricultural employees at this 
th T lit t r-gro\\. r fi Id lahor contracts were 

p It. J ' on July 28th , the day he fore 
n pc grow r~ igned collective 

II moved hi 
w personally 

h wh Watsonville, holding rallies 111 hcs l ro' M h 'k I ..... arc ' 'In(\ dir('ctinf1 t e ~tn es a!1ainst t 11' d' l g U' )I'slcr, ' ' M ,., 

leU, I ~S and lIo Ie leltHt'<' ~rowers. The IIFWOC Il'aI.lersh.p all 
SUlll

1 

~ters and thS tes wa" orden:!! to drop f'verythin~ lind '{'eurfl United ta ' 
er the , . 

0<1 to Salinas. k Grami was annoll n<:in~ the Teamsters me h wee ~ . 
CO Within t e rs and were Ollt after more. An I ~-mall 

d signed 60 r~;ee ~as going through the fields si~nin~ I1p 
~amster task CO organizer Manuel Olivas charge(l the ,Team-

orkers, {]FWO ers and their foremen, were coercmg the 
~ers, aided ~Y gr~:m to sign cards. Olivas said, "Some of the 

rkers, forcmg f 'd of losing their johs, three men have wo kers are a ral 
field wor ad. , ," . 
been fired alre 'Yht Many of the workers were refusmg to 

Padilla was n g , C 1 Watkins said that after a week 
th h Teamsters, a f I 

si n wi t e or anizers had Signed only J08 0 nter 0; ten d~ys Tea~~~~r wo~kers, Many of these lettuce workers 
Harvest s 1 ,000 h . b 

at mad an~ w~lked o.~s~ ~~~e'd walking off, and they came 
g Padilla saId, Th,ey J d Cesar had to immediately set ~rp 
t Our office in Sahnas an k f om all the compames 
o All the wor ers r , d f 

some staff there. d had to get them orgamze or 
started coming out , , , an ;se of them coming. and we had 

trike. There were thousan . f m what ranches they 
a s I they were commg ro , to find out w lere 

'al ffiee had struck . , , rik and we set up a SpeCI . 0, 
"Cesar was bossing the st e, . n Political ASSOCIation] 

in the old MAPA [~eXi~a~ ~:e~oe~ocate the raneh~sd ~~ 
headquarters. Our r~ JO ddresses where they w~r e that 
People didn't know e

d 
a n'ption like 'You go own that 

' ' e us a esc 'd' h and tum 
they would Just WV

, d ' and go over a Ite 'n to pin the 
road by the rallroa f' h' g We went crazy t~ ~ man to 

' that sort 0 tID. . portant to tIe e oded 
way .' ' , ' 1 cause it was ~m d we eolor-e 
locatIOns down, le We ot a hlg map, an ' 0 two or three 
the place he struck. . ~ each picket captlll h had struck 
the strikes and the~:lfo g~t tho~ wo.r~e~~ w 0 • 

ranches and told the picket lines .' Chlcap 
h . to fonn il as meetmg ID tho,,' rull(: e utive counc w 

1'1)(' n .-clO ec 
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Ill ' Tf'arn\tcr.' mmcd mIn Ill(' Salina.~ it'ttu('(, " I 
I ' I I 11(' Us nh R('\\ to Chicago. C,p\:\·lm~. In .SI'11l1 l\'side George '~~ a

vc
% 

Ill(' (I'dl'nlllon pn"Idt nl I I .Id .1 stt \l~\g statement dell eally as 
the TC8ms!\'r mid and plcdgmg Ihe fedcration SlIpp .0111lCillg 
' IWor-. Hilt it \\ iNl't 10 hI'. riw e'l'l'utive council 01 t ,for the 

I . J I 'I ' I' vaCIlJat R wcak ,tat('nH'llt ".h ISSIIC~1 1;11 lI~g t le VIctory in the J) ed; 
gntp(' and dt'd'lrmg, the filII \\"(~~ght of the federationelallQ 
hchind tl\(' l n\('c eltort to .organIze all farm workers in was 
l Jllikd " t.lft's, but no nwnhon \,"as made of the Tea the 

J:.' "WI I fi mster Bill klT!her "as llinous: len rst reported s, 
Te'l1ll,tl r SI~'lIUp to ~ (eal~Y, he said we'd have to ~~ 
' mill dlln!., .lbout it. I t~ld hun we could run the Teamsters 
out nd Ill' told me to \\'nte up a strong statement, , . . [The] 
mom in!:! 1 \\.b to read the statement to the council I got 
ph IlC ... tH 'ning could ! come down [to. Meany's roomj 
I 11 Jo't"' keemm [preSIdent of the electncal Workers, an 

F"L-('IO ,ice president, and a member of the exeCutive 
coun ilj had gotten a call from someone in the Teamster 
hiemrch .... 

For rea: 'om that still are not clear, Keenan had received a 
c "from Tom Flmn, a Teamster International vice preSident 
and director of the Eastern Conference. Keenan explained to 
me. "F1mn said thev 'd heard about the statement and asked 
that \\ e'defer making it until he'd had a chance to talk with 
III • to work olllething out. He said there'd been a mix-up 

III \ here. Later I got a call from Frank Fitzsimmons asking 
to h Id off. I went to ~fr. Meany and Mr. Meany agreed to 

d ~ r and he ked me to go into it and see if I could work 
ut m kind of under tanding, so Al Woll and I got into it." 

" II 1 th FL-C/O's chief counsel; he was also general 
un I to the T am teIS hefore they were expelled from the ft'd rat! n 

Ktrd r I ul ted that Einar ~1ohn had called Flynn and 
ded hun to h d off the M'IA 10 statement. Mohn was the 

T III t r lilt mationaJ' first vice president and he was 
d. t r f th \\' tem Conf r lice. Mohn, a soft-spoken, 

uud ~ 11 \\, ha " rood guy" reputation and in the farm 
-~""~r Junsd. honal \\ at I st, is considered the chief 

~ 

ace Pacts that have he en at. . IS pc 
f the va

fl
oh

l
. ther hand, is lean and to\l~h , an 

to . on teO h . l' '1 chiteC GraJll1, nd aggressive man w 0 IS 0 w\O\lsy 
:V lJ1pt

ed
. bright, a h has no love for Teamsters m 

te tiCtilate, Kircher - w. ~ particular _ speculated it was 
~lJ1bitiOtl~nd Bill Gra;1 l: against Mohn that had tri~ered 
eoer~l aking a pow~ P / was Grami who set the grower

gcr
arol 

ro up " certamlYI . motion Kircher believes Mohn, "roVC-' hee sm. I 
the r contract w . power play appealed direct y to roste th Graml , 
fea ad off e. nars officers for help. . 
to he InternatlO 1 l'fcs Grami was ordered to set 
fearost~;ver the interna ~o I ~ ~stem Conference and the 
Wh~eeting between d ~o do it in a hurry. Grami caned 

liP a d Farm Workers aCn , daughter Eloise was bemg 
11 'te . ht - esar s J 
u

OI 

that mg d t lked to UFWOC attorney erry 
velanod at the time - an a fng some place halfway 
marrie Grami asked for a ~ee ~rancisco peninsula, and 
Cohen. Burlingame, on the 1 .anPaso Robles was chosen. It 
between Th Black Oak Mote m . d Cohen said it wa.s 
velano. e three-hour drive for ~ac~ Sl ~'the meeting lasted 
waS about arme he and Cesar arnve an ment were worked 
late by the I rs General areas of agree on the original 
for several ~:sdictional qu~sti~ns, b~:~nu~967' But there 
out on the J t Perelli-Minettl vmeya~ msters to disengage 
agreement a with how to get the ea n Sunday morning. 
were probflemscontracts. At about z A.~. oar Roger Mahoney, 
from the arm t 'n a call to Monslgn 
August 9th, Cesar pu I be meeting, that 

th had en th in Fresno. 'd "He told me ey orked out, but ey 
Mahoney sal '1 reas of agreement w blic relations st~d

they had genera t ok better, from a pu bring the two Sides 
thought it would 0, mittee were to HigginS and he 
point, if the bishop,s ~:Oney called Geo~~.. immediately. 
together for talks. f om Washington. 'ght in salinas. 

fly out r th next III so many 
agreed to meetings for ~ tine there were . possi-
Mahoney setillP f this was clan es ange~ents it w: I~ry to 

Although 0 ts within the arr eone leaked e ~ 
conflicting in teres eetiogs secret. s::: resulting news 
ble to keep, th~:hiDgton. D.C.; 
a reporter 10 1:S1 



stl{!.{!.(~~t{'d some lal!.., mighl he underway. 1 called lvI 
Burlint!lll11c the nnl cia, and hc confirmed talks ohn in 
held l~ut ,, 'ollld on I.' add, "'Ve are trying towere being 

I '11 It · t " reach agreclIlcnt t lat \\'1 pro ('c our 111 erests. an 
-Ch,tH'L delllt,d any agreement had been reach d 

hinted ;l general strike was "hours away." On Au e s' and 
·tfter callintT ~Iollsigllor l\Ia1lOney, Chavez tried to bgul t 9th, 
• ~ . . C 'd' . 0 ster h' hargaining posItIOn by 01 enng 300 stnkers to picket t IS 

Fresh Pict F,Ulll, o,,'ned by the Purex conglomerate. he 
On AU<'1.Ist lOtl1 ilie bishops' committee announced 't 

~ 'd h £. I was hrin~llg tlle two Sl ~s toget er lOr. meetmgs that night. The 
\fonda, niO'ht meetmg lasted untIl dawn TueSday. I't 
. . bIll b k ) Was agreed the Teamsters wou d pu ac out of the fields d 
tlie lTWO<' would not organize workers in food process~n 
produce sheds, or freezers. By mutual consent the parti~~ 
agreed to disagree over who should have the workers 0 

machines in ilie fields. A secret side agreement Was mad~ 
wherein ilie Teamsters would assist in getting farmers to 
re,seind Teamster contracts and enter talks with the UFWOC. 

SO ,pecific language was included on the 1961 Bud Antle
Teamster contract, but the Teamsters say Chavez agreed to 
lea"e iliis established contract alone. 

<?ha\'ez ordered most picket lines and all of the boycott 
actmty halted, to take the pressure off and give the 
Team,ters a chance to convince the growers they should 
\\Itc.h. to the CFWOC. While Chavez hoped for an orderly 

tranSItion, ~l was not well within the Teamsters. MonSignor 
, lahoney 5aJd It was obvious Grami was not happy with the 
:dea of the pe.ace pact. Others reported hearing Grami say he 
~ oul~ not Ign papers rescinding the lettuce contracts; 

GrarO! Would leave that to Einar Mohn because he did not 
want hi name on them. And that is the way it was worked 
lut, accordillg to Cal Watkins. On August 14th, Inter 
Han'e~t a ked Crami for a contract rescission. Watkins said 
the l F\\,()(' was t'll . k ' , 

. I piC 'etIng Inter Harvest and he wanted to ttIc th dl '!)ute r<.. fi . 
. \ ,ramI at rst agreed to rescmd the 

h I1tra t, but then, after receiving a phone call the Teamster It ted He . I h. , 
. I( t C continued {j~WO( picketing was 
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h Teamsters might be having second 
biIlg and. t a~ked away from signing rescission orders. 

distllf hts. Grarrll ~ Mohn terminated the Inter Harvest 
tIJou~ek late~ EI;:: company to negotiate with the UFWOC. 

A w ct freemg Inter Harvest contract covered 1,500 to tfa, FWoc-
cO~he new U h peak of harvest and it set a base pay of 

000 workers ~t r:n~es up to $2.75 an hour for tractor drivers 
~, Il hour. ThiS hour for field foremen. The company 
$~; up to $3 an t an hour for health and welfare benefits, 
an tributed 10 cent~ ns holidays, and other fringe benefits. 
call 'ded vaca 10 , 'N' P (b' d ProVI f weeks Fresh Pict, Pic ac a Ig all th next ew 1 
Within e t ' n) and several other arge growers opera 10 , b 
strawberry h FWOC under similar terms, ut 170 vege-
switched to ftt fe ~t growers who had followed the GSVA lead 

dso-ru1 fi 
table an ter lair were standing rm. . 
into ilie Teams f ed its limited selective picketmg. Both 

The uFWOC con ~u d the Chavez forces had violated the 
Grami and Mohn c arge fmes and pointed to the UFWOC 

jurisdictional pact ~ a~ roof of their allegations. Chavez 
picketing of Bud An : re~ment exempting the UFWOC f~om 
denied there was any g d h countered with allegatIOns 

.' A tIe workers, an e f b d as orgamzmg n hing the growers out 0 e, 
the Teamsters were not pus 
had been promised. 

. . d all 170 growers 
On August 20th grower :e~s~l:~~~fr:~s; iliey consid.ered 
were going to honor the ~ UFWOC countered by calling a 
them binding agreements: ale I lettuce boycotted. This was 

'k d ordenng .' f· 7 000 men, general stn e an h d been waiting or" d 
the Signal the .worke~alk~d off their jobs in ilie let:~l~:~o 
women, and children Santa Maria norili 200 s roving 
strawberry fields. I Fr~~ys were scenes of ~haos ~porting 
Salinas the coasta ': d to prevent fanners r~~guards" ap
bands of pickets tne wmen and Teamster 'n guns. 
strikebreaking crews; ~ along the back roats, cart:;' ~FWOC 
peared in the fields, ~n Watsonville was b own nd '6 foot-Z 
The UFWOC office III jumped by a 30o~poU hil~ another 
counsel Jerry cohen

h 
~; him in a bear gnp w 

. h "guard" who e 
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I 'nl IIneOIl\eiom, (~nl\('11 wa,\ hospitalized f ' I heat 11 I." ' Or f gllar( ' I ' I rain eOIll'Il,\l(lll ;11l( (\Its and hnnses, Ollt 
I '" \\"It I a I I I II' (a),', ,t, \I crc '1Iir;lllIlg a,lll t ll' ca for help Went 

Stn"c cos " I I S F OUt t 
• Il'ms in 1.(1' \l1~C es ant ,an rancisco' Ch 0 h ~n -('10 III ( . "I f 'av 

t (" 'd' I-n non interest trCl' oan rom an ord ez 
'Iect'pte a ;), , I' I ' TI er of 
< ,. , , ts HC'lr ~a\1ta)ar )<11 a, le growers Went ' 
Catho Ie pml~tl'1l11;t tn t!l't t hl' strike declared illegal, thtO 
eO\lrtdll~t ·IIlIS' "I 'IIrsidieti~nal dispute between two unio~s ey 'Ir~ll(' I \I., • " I f h and 
C· '1'/" I hll nrotectl'd emp oyers rom suc action 'T'L a I orlll; < £ " d th f ' • ne 

rt~ "wrl'ed and eUlome e UFWOC rom picketin lowl'r COil . '':'' '" d th d' B d g 
I "ttlll(T. The lillIan Ignore e or el. u Antle, Inc 

or 10\( (1 ,:.. 'th " 1 ., 
, . ,I 'went into court WI a slim ar argument and admt! .1 (lilt, b 

Illdi!t~ GClrdnn Campbell ordered the UFWOC oycott ,against 
the 'Antle products stopped, Chavez ordered the stnke line 

t ' 't' , Illl'r"'ased in defiance of all court orders, and he ae 1\1 It's ~ . , 

'll("('lfi( alh stepped up the boycott agamst Antle, JUdge 
~ampbell ordered Chavez into court December,4th to show 
C'IlN~ wh\' he and his union should not be held m contempt. 
• Too late, the Antle lawyers saw what was coming, With 
ha\'ez in jail. his followers would certainly make a great 

1 ue out of the fact tllat it was the Antle company that had 
put him tIlere, and this would not help the sale of $30 million 
worth of fresh vegetables that tlJe company marketed under 
it 0\\11, highly visible labels, The Antle lawyers told reporters 
the" did not want Chavez jailed, and tlJey suggested Judge 

ru'npbell would hand out punishment enough if he just fined 
the umon. But neitlJer tlJe judge nor Chavez was to be 
demed. 

On D ember 4tlJ tlJe UFWOC turned out 3,000 farm 
worker; they ringed tlJe Monterey County courthouse, in 
aIm they lined the front entryway and the hallways, 

kneelmg or standing. they remained absolutely silent as 
h \ ez nd Cohen went inside, The hearing lasted tlJree and 
h If houn. and. whell Chavez refused to call off the Antle 

bOl tt ordered. the judge ordered him jailed, As he was 
l 11\ led awa,' Cha"ez hOllted "Boycott the hell out of th Ill...· . 

l f \ \\ orkers "t up a "vigil" arollnd the jail, union 
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J 'rc arrested hy police f, or failing to 
.' an( we 'Th h Id 11' . 'd l\1a
ss 

b1' . meettn~S , e UFWOf e fa ICS, 
. stS sal ::'its for Ptb

l 
,let Kennedy and Martin Luther Kin):!;, 

(Ie , per... f 1\0 er , ' 11 Ch . ' , d r city 'dowS 0, Ch vez In hiS ce, avez Issue a 
ret Wi 't a h ' d 11 
& d the to VIS

l 
'followers he was emg treate we 

a
O 

caJ11~ assuring hIS repared to "pay the price for civil 
J(t;tefoenlaining he :'~lS IPS a small price to pay to help fight 
5 elCf> , ,)aI . nod d'ence, 
~bel " " 
diS

O 
'e " k T'rnes editonalized: , 'ustiC yor t 

IOJ e NeW , . 
1'h f Cesar Chavez , , , is an exercise In 

he iJ11priSonme~d ~hat serves only to discredit the law, Mr, 
'f alism of the k, his dedication to nonviolence as Mahatma 
leg z as firm ill , t'on for the most explOited of chave , , mbol of emanclpa I 
G ndhi, IS a sy k the agricultural laborers , , , a "5 wor ers, th nation 

e for assa e of federal labor laws ~o 
d'torial called p kg 'their effort to gam The elf f m wor ers ill d 

t the rights 0 ar t with their employers, an 
protec!'ve bargaining agreeme~ ~ d tlJe lettuce workers in 
eo

Uec 
Ith t had such laws eXlS e d their union prefer

noted a uld have been able to re~r law as an ally, not an 
Salinas wdo "Mr Chavez would hav~ ~ " 

an, , usbce, 
ences, 'h's drive for economiC J b 11 had had enough; 
obstacle, 10 b

i 
24th even Judge Camp e 'ght do if their Decem er , orters ml B~1... ht of what Chavez s ,supp Day helped the judge

f the UlOUg 'U 'n 'ail on Chnstmas 'the outcome 0 

leader was, sti, ~ t~ release Chavez, pen~\en and his staff 
make up hiS ml~ b the union's attorney, 0 d to consolidate 
the appeals fi~e h Yework well, They m:n~g: they advanced 
had done thelf om t Bud Antle, an t e cedures to the 
all of the cases excep h the appellate pro 
their position throug rt d the UFWOC 

e Cou ' , the en 
California Suprem k two years. but 10 hile it protects e~-

The process too , California law., w'sdiction over w,?r _ 
Position was upheld: ns fighting for JU~ ompany union thby 

f two lIOlO 'of a c Ide ployers rom the creatIOn decision, ro e Hart 
ers does not tolerate Irt in a 6 to 1 the fight in an e 

' The COl , into 
an employer., . ed the Teamsters 
growers had 1l1vlt 181 



to hlock Chan'/ and thl' l ' F\\'OC ' tIl " 
I 

. 1 ('rCIO" I 
ag-ainst t 1(' l F1H)C pIcketing 'lnd I) e t Ie in' ' . " , OYcotti 1un ' 
Tht' SI\ 'suprellle Court Tustices I'C • ng were ' chon · 

I 
"ported th rnv s 

su,~g-(',tiOJl in t Ie record tha t the "1'0 ' ey fo alid . I 1 ' b '" e rs und " ' 
as('('ltalll \1 let lcr theIr respective k' , , attem no 
repn'sl'ntcd I" tht' Tealllste~'s or inde:3

r
t ers desiredPted to 

their field \H)rkers' preference was h~t the que ~o be . 1 . " I even raised Silo 
C(1IlSll cratwn, T,le court took judicial n as a reI n of 
,\ntle contracts III 1961 and testimon ote of the Tea eVant 
app'lrt'llt 1ll01'e to avoid the AWO d Y ,that this mster_ 
" k ' II C an Umt d p was 
. or ws ell arts to organize lettuce field e ackin h an 

SI.\ Jllstlces made this telling obse t' workers, Th
g 

ouse rva IOn: en the 

.\ltllOugh lliere is some dispute as to the ' 
percelltages of field workers favoring 'th precise number 
llie lTII 't el er the T Or 

'OC. J appears clear that b' eamsters 0 

"ubstantial number, and probabl th[ mm~d-~ugust at least ; 
hIe field workers desired t b Y a1

0nt
y of the appl' 

rallier llian llie Team toe represented by the Ica-s ers, UFWoc 

In Washington. D,C. M ' 
fight O\'er the lettuce ';ork:~ny and Fitzsimmons found 
and the\' continued t s a messy, embarrassi the 
settlement that would 0 hPfJh for some kind of juris~~ ~air, 
botl) Grami and Chay 0 together, By mid-March lchonal 
agreement that cr ez were persuaded to si of 1971 
ment throwrh arb,etrat~d machinery to settle gn ad,revised 
F 't ' .... ) ation dire t d any lsag 

J ZS1Jnmons. c e personall b ree-Th T Y Y Meany and 
e earn ters pulled b 

the contract with th ack, at least part wa 
leall)' sent ]0(' K e growers were being h II', announCing 

l F\I oc eenan to Califor ' e m abeyance 
MOllte;:~o~~;~ talks ~tarted. ~egot~~o~s personally get th~ 
sid repOrted" moYed to Bakersfield d were held first in 
drarrg-ed on t1 some progress" wa,; b ~n Los Angeles. Both 
" re lin lh~ tlalrough the Slimmer of 1g

emg ma~e, but the talks 
• emated N . 71 and mto th f I "t~.T am t . • 0 more me rea I and 

~ II r jllnsd~r t con~ract remained
c ~ngs were called. The 

JOlla pact operative. onnant, the VFWOC-
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I
, as and then the attempts to reach some kil I 

, Sa IOh 1 \ ' , It ""b
t 

111 h d drawn l ( P")) 1(; s attention away fr 
"'\Ie III:> ent a ' ff . ,om 
I settlern the Of'woc sCOTt to estahllsh administrative 
ofel~Oo and oeeded to service the contracts, In Chavez's 
o "chinery y Itliong h ad taken over the Delano opnratl'o 
(liP Lafr 1 ' ' ,. ( ns 

b
seoce bUshment of sate hte field offices that conta' d 

a ."'e eSta ' me "od U' , g hans and serv\ce centers. After the Salinas strl'k 
• hiOn P d 'll ' " e both had slowed down, a \ a was aSSIgned to the T11lare-
actIO:o_tv1ader~ county are~ where 8 ,000 small family farms 
Ji'res tree frUit and ~rapes, Most of the ownerships are in 
gro~l parcels, These 1I1dep~ndent, operators consider Chavez 
sflla 'I geniuS bent on tak1l1g their land and their livelihood 
a

O 
eVI f h' , . These small armers grew t e remammg 15 percent of the 

table-grape crop left unorganized by the UFWOC, Each of 
these farms has several crops, a few acres of peaches, a few 
lum

s
, and some vineyardland, The owners do much of the 

~ork themselves, but they need extra help to prune, to thin 
the fruit before it ripens, and finally to pick the crop. Some 
hire and direct the work themselves; others work through a 
packinghouse. These packinghouses finance the farmer's 
annual operational costs, they hire and supervise the extra 
labor and the harvesting of the crop, and, at the end of the 
season, they tote up the books, make the deductions, note 
how much of the operating account has been used, and then 

issue the farmer a check. 
While the small growers are not vulnerable to boycotts 

individually because several hundred of them may market 
their fmit through a single packinghouse that has its own 
labels, the packinghouse itself is vulnerable. Padilla selecte? 
the eight largest packinghouses in the area a~d struck thelT 
field operations. All of the fruit packed a~.d .shl~pe~,by these 
firms was added to the boycott lists. The big eight ~ave up 
without too much fight and Signed a contract ,With the 
UFWOC, This made many of the small growers funou~j ~ey 
withdrew from these houses and sold their fruit throug t ose 

operations that were still independ~nt. t f the growers 
The smaller packinghouses an mos 0 'kets would 

resisted Padilla's advances; when the uFWOC pIC 
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, Ire farlller, ,wd t heir wives g~lth ('rcd in cou 
appear. ,t Th' "H)II er,' formed assoclahons eXpre IOter• ' k ,t /111<'" t ,,, J I Ss Y f 
]lIC t 'f' fi ,htin" Chan'z <111(( t 1(' UFWOC' the Or 
J )1111

10'<' 0 !-,.. 1 I ' 1 ' assOci 
t Ie I . )olted ,tril-ehreal-ing a )01' - 111(' uding large n a. 
tlOll' JIIII", "IJ 'Ihens. Tractor tires were slashed and Va durn. 
hers of I t~. • . tl . . bl d n als 

' j i I'll tret'S and l'IIll'S; Ie glOwels ame the tl ' ,aln'( (01 • . I . I TI' 111011 
' d ,t, 111\hed armed IlIg It pat! 0 s. Ie umon denied ' 
'Ill (,.1 1 , d 'th th Its 
• , ., h'lli all\tllin~ to 0 WI e vandalism a d l1)elll lC'1 ~ ~ ~ ... n 

C(llltillll('(i the strike. . 
The" idt'spread attack was not workmg weU, so the UFwoc 
' II _..1 ,'ts foclIs singling out the 1,7oo-member AIII'ed nan (1 t"U, • L: . • 

Cn1ll<:' Gnm'('fS A.ssoci~tion, ~n old coop,erabve that owned a 
P'lrt intert'st in the Vn~ted Vmtners, ThIS company op,erated 

11 Illrge IIlner), The pnmary ,owner of uv was Heublem, the 
Iiqllllr conglomerate. Heu?lem also owned, a l~rge Vineyard 
that it Ilad acquired when It bought controllmg mterest in uv, 
Cl131't'z ordered the boycotters to concentrate on all Reu
blem products. in the hope that the company would in turn 
pre~ure Allied Grape Growers into signing UFWOC contracts. 
The hi!,! company protested, contending it was willing to sign 
a t'FWOC contract covering its own Vineyards, but it could do 
nothill!,! else. Behind the scenes Heublein did pressure the 
AllIed Growers. but to no avail. 

The Heublein boycott was not popular with Chavez's 
supporters. First the Catholic Bishops Farm Labor Commit
tee. then the AFL-CIO, protested the boycott was unfair; 
Heublem had contracts with several AFL-CIO unions and the 
company repeatedly expressed the desire to recognize the 
t'f"WOC and negotiate a contract covering its Vineyard work

f'f'S. .eorge Meany, angn' because the UFWOC had unilater-
1/\ ~lled the hoycott ~\'ithout consulting the federation, 

ordered aU FL-{" 10 unions to ignore the Heublein boycott. 
ot /011 after, the company and the union Signed a contract 

nd tIl Heuhl in boycott effort .. were discontinued. 
D B, th prin,g of 19i1 the union Was running strikes in San 

I l'Zrwl. Tu~.ue, Fr{'<;lIo, Madera, Monterey, and 
fa C'Ounh . !though the move against Allied 

" h d not \\ ork xl. many of the strike efforts 
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h · threat of hoycotting - hnlllKhl ' lh t { , h 
d WI " n<1 tahle. By slimmer t e IInion h,u\ b 'oe 1 . r<1(l1111 h .' Ch h 

0
111 

1 the 1a h 'cIs to admmlster. ,ave/. ad tIlrHl'(\ 
C S to contra t ChI r' I ./ wer lOO S \'nas ~rowcrs over {) 0 en ant ",Irc ler 

gr~re tha~ith the h~" fun attention to the union's administra_ 
~~e talkS devotint I~ were real prohlems, Most of the hiring 
t I1d was etures, er had never administered anything more 
:ive st:)11inistrators. cket Hne. The ranch committees _ the 
bali ~ J< than a P~havez system - were not working out 
cofl1~~[le of the uncertain or vindictive or apathetic, Some 
bac~ they were the foremen to tell them what they should 
\VeJl,\y relied ~~ed Fred Ross to take over the training of the 
slfl1PChavez ca 
do 'tteemen. 

, h eo
rnrnl 

d "The workers on the ranches had elected 
ra~oss recal~e , but the committees were meeting only 

cb cornrnltte:s, were yelling and screaming at each other. 
ran e a rnonth; t ey, d they didn't know what it wa~ they onC ' t orgamze , I 
They weren he were afraid to go up against their emp oyers. 
were to do, t Ys the were pushing the employers too hard. 
r in sorne case t Ylead them to train them, so that became o had come 0 , No one 

our job. , we'd gotten so close to so many of 
"This was the first, ~l~e imported as strikebreakers. and 

tl ese workers. They een bl nketed bv a union." Ross 
1 . ht they were a , d 

noW, overmg , of the Delano ranches now ~n, er 

pOin~:~t ~~ ~:~n ~::Jck for Ii~e years,.::es:~~~a~n~~e~ 
~;~ers had become strong umo:;~~ the ~FWOC, but m?st 

the field work to devote full Ii d work outside the stnke 
~f the workers had scattered, to r::over on each ranch, e~ch 

The 400 to 500 perce~t tu k f equitably establishmg 
area. . d the union s tas 0 

year complIcate 'orit systems. t the original 
work patterns a~d se~l had happened was th:

e 
e kids had 

Ross added, Wha k rs and the co g ake these 
strikers, the boycott wo~~o~. So in order to : lot of the 
handed these worke.rs a they had to go throughthrough. We 
workers union conSCI°O:S"nal strikers had] gon~e time. so we 
same thing that th:

a 
°7for selling lettuce at 

were fighting Safe Y _ 



made these worker., go ont onto tIl(' pi('ke1lincs' w 
or 15 worker', \\'ho II crt' pnt\'nt ial organizers a~d :,foUl1d lo 
thrJl1 lIOn' to hold honw IIll'CIi ngs. how to 0 e taUght 
ranches. crcII hI cre\\', h'achlllg Pl'ople the hist~r through 
own union and htl\\ to administcr their Own Cont Y of their 

. I . I I' racts "Then' wcre a ot ot pro) ems wltll the seniorit . 
\\hether the ,cnionl\ should relate to the time in J syst~ll1, 
or the tilllt: \I (1rkillg 011 a ~articulal' ranch," Ross sai; ~IOI1, 
(}rj~Jlal slnkcr-. II hl~ had picketed for a while, SUPPOrt dose 
union Ihl'll t!0llt' off to work elsewhere but had COllt' e the 

. . '., IOUed t pal' IlIllon due,. wanted tile I,-Ight to go b,ack to work. Tho 0 

1\ lin 11ad l"lt'cll lmal to the unIOn for a While, but then d 'f Se 
I 1 1· h d . h Th n ted 1l1l'<lI. I ]()\I~ It t ley a some ng ts. ose at Work on th 

rallC'lll. fonned the ranch committees and set the pol' , e 
b k ICles "11en ~ollle \I'orkers came ac and found they had to . 

hack dut'. tlley were angry. Others found the senio p.? 
'Y lem worked against them. Migrant families used r? 
ll'OfJ"illg tog-ether were split up, the father dispatched to on~ 
fanll, the mother to another. The smaller children Could no 
long-t'r work. Frequently the workers protested. 

Ro said, "Our toughest job was to convince the ranch 
oommittee they had to deal with these issues themselves not 
come to u or to Cesar." , 

It \1 as durin!! this time that the movie producer helped the 
Union pUl'{'hase the 300-acre tuberculosis sanitarium in the 
T h ch pi Mountains, east of Bakersfield, and convert it to a 
n tiona' union headquarters, Chavez explained, "It was my 
Idc to' .1\'(' for La Paz hecause I wanted to remove my 
J r II from Delano, so they could develop their own 
I, .ld !'Ship be u if 1 am there, they wouldn't make the 
d 1\1 II th m h· . They'd Come to me," 

Th F rty cr.e<; became the Delano hiring hall and service 
III r. Th UllIon medi~t1 clinic remained on the site, 

JIll II T wh b of power Within the union rested 
pnm nh II hi 1011 '·Iet ting rcJatioll'ihips with the older 
f II r \1 I d... . tfi ' • J I' ffi . I 

." mdllJ ellIl u liS 0 Cf' 111 De ano, 
t In \ \1 lUI tll r t of th . "natiollal staff" to the 

-"IIUlU Ii \1 unh pp \\ iUl the move alld with the way 
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b ' g administered, He felt many of the Anglo 
'00 waS eDlOrake Chatfield, and Ganz, did not under, 

11
01 like ' h d d ' t)1l~ oteers, rkers and that t ey exerte un ue mfluence on 

"olll d farrTl wo 

5t[l~vez;, . d "We, in the top echelon of the organization, 
ChltJiOOg Sal, of the rules and we change the rules so very 

ke toO rTla~e workers themselves don't understand what 
jl1[l'ck1y that . g on Since I am close to the workers, I hegin qlll l' gOlD' b 
tl hel IS d this feeling; they ecome very unhappy about 
~euoderstan thing," He went on to explain that he felt the 
~iS sort a! Paz took Chavez too far from ,th.e peopl~, that t~e 
jl10ve to L , tructures imposed to admmlster umon alfalTS 
bureaucratic screening Chavez from direct contact with the 
were further s Eventually these feelings led ltliong to resign workers. 
farrTl th uFWOC. " 
frorTl e uffered the agony of tillS growmg bureau~racy; he 

Chavez s saW a union run in the most democra~c t~rm~, 
conceptuall~ h had a difficult time trying to mamtam his 

, practIce e , d make 
but 1D , . his tendencies were to step m a~ 
own dlsta~e, h knew instinctively the new Ulllon must 
decisions, ut ,e akes if it was to grow, Even though he ha? 
suffer its o,:"n ~?: m Delano, he maintained a close supervl
removed hl~se ro all of the other field offices. Through 
sion over It, and, d meetings of the executive board, 
frequent staff meetmgs an I involvement with the tiniest 
he developed his own persona 

of union details. trated Kircher. He had offered 
This tactic angered and frus to act as a training cadre 

d 'nistrators ff He 
Chavez 35 AFL-CIO a m~ Chavez had rejecte~ the 0 :r. .her 
for the farm workers an their own mistakes, Ir~, 
f It the farm workers must make bled through their admmls

d
, 

e th f workers sturn lly conducte 
watched as e arm h d as Chavez persona the credit 

k h watc e 'd "He ran trative tas s, e 'n s Kircher sat , . ortant but 
interminabl'y long u:~t~n~~ credit u~ions :C~;~fould ~n it, 
union meetmgs, No 1 of administratIve a , 1 the top guy, 
God almighty a <.'0JI~ e he there. ' . '. [He~e ~n credit union 
but no, Cesar ha .0 aluable time, III a a 

h . of hiS v '1 ,. spending ollrs ry detat . 
. 1 over eve meeting, gOIng SIft 



£ ,I ' tl1<lt it is hi, a(/{'n(ion (0 detHillhat k Cl avt'Z 1('( ., " , , , eeps I., 
)' , 'tl the 1I11iCln ,s 'anoll~ actIvIties and IN',' 'Ilro 

in (ouch I \\ 1 \1'1'1' Ollt tIll' d:n loda) routine, One It 1 the 
peopl~' '; ~o C;III in <' , J asked him "hat the stack of P:' Very 
carly IIIk t It ,::1< Ill' ~)att('d it, replying, "I receive a)tr ~n 
1m de, i'~":, J didn't lIsed to do til is, but I do it t' le 'orl'espon( t Il( l, I t h now 
( 'th'lt COIllt'."' into tIe movemen t at is not cI I' Fn'rl' piece ' , tl I ear y 
, , . i ' ),,110\\ ? Then 1 assIgn Ie etters with a me a'''~Ilt'( , ' 011 f ' TI h SSag

e . , I' ' ,It' to t'lke care 0 It. , " Ie ones t at are min I 
to t It' Jl"OI~rs ~hell I make memos, A letter will trigg e, dictate ;111,\\, " d I er a 

I /. I 'll dictate an answer an a so send a memo to I llIelllO, 1M' d ' et 

\o-.wd- ' 0 kllll\\ ,dla t ',:,e are OlJ
j
lg, ' I k' h 

.'" 11M I do is come 111, about t ~ree 0 c, OC 111 t ~ mOrning, 
d 1 "Ill 1I'0rk \\'it1lOUt 1I1ternlptlOn until about eIght; that' all t, k " S 

h '11 I do all illY paper wor , 
'1/'111'" amazed: Couldn't he delegate much of this work to 

otller, ? 

"Oh, I delegate a lot of it. The only thing I do here is, if 
,Ollll'!One writes a letter, I make damn sure he gets the right 
IiIl\\\'t'r, IiI1d I also want to know, to keep myself informed, I 
han' to read tIle mail, all the reports, I can't have someone 
else do t11at. I wouldn't get the impact. It is not so much 
deler::ating aut110rity as it is being informed," 

"hen 1 talked to Padilla about Chavez's attention to 
admim tratl\'e detail, he laughed, nodding his head, and 
tarted Ie/linr:: about t11e telephones, It seems almost everyone 

wlt11in the union has run afoul of the phone budgets and 
ha\'ez h d ordered the offending phones shut off, Padilla 
id "In lma we needed more phone money to do the job 

right but a board member I knew we didn't have it. When 
11 fum the phones off, he is teaching you a lesson, making 
, 1I UUIlk. H know we need more, but he can't give it." 

I ked Padilla if Cha\'cz was something of a dictator at tun 

" \ t: h rt of. But w have a democracy, we have a board 
th t t lk dUll o\'er, and wh n we make a decision, he 
f'flrn,,~ t1 . J fl, What h doe is caIJ YOIl in to La Paz, 

, fi r \ II to gh- him a Ii t of what is happtming, 
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-hecks it, an of it, He's up day and night, 
and he c 1I about it, you can argue, but once it is ~jl1g, talks to yo 

eVeft)lco h~t " lie has patience and a sense of time d '5 1' cher, dh ~o tIl!!t is a tea ften is - exhausting, an e understands seIC)lIl"c~e - and ~ s must he allowed the time and the 
t CliO farro wo

r ~~w to put a union together and operate ~::t tile ce to learn can be witty (his humor shows frequently 
..,e

flBO 
process h~ kes that coax and prod), or he can be e'rf " the 'nted)o 

'I ~" pOl 

I~ lit~l~, gly abruptb'l m that had to be ironed out in the 
I fl

SIO 
, pro e f h h" h 11 Ch sur}> e roaJor the operation 0 t e , ~nng, a " avez 

~o 'lg was fi Id office is an admmlstrative umt; once 
beglOOJid "Each e 'th the workers [through their ranch 1 jrle , ent WI l 

ex? a ch ag
reem 

d res of the dispatch and dues coUec-fe
a 

] proce u , h' d 
we 'tte

es 
on Id ffices do the actual dlspatc mg an cornrn~en the fie 0 1 according to those regulations the 

lioo, 'on of dues, but ond
y 

We have found it is important lle
cti 

, s agree on. , , th 
cO 1 committee - to have a representative m e nc 1 h mmlttees , I di 
ra the ranc co h th d'spatch so that everyone, mc u ng

f for, hall to watc , ,e I, b 'the rules, Otherwise some 0 hinng k ows It IS gomg y 
the workers, : start raising hell wi~ our guys~m to talk to 

th~. wor~:~e~a~ to fight the comp~~:~~n~~~~traighten out 
We h committees; the compa omeone else here at La 

ththe,rapn~oblems directly Wthith
t 
~tel.'So~: local ranch committe he 

elr re sa 'ng a I al with the ranc 
Paz; bu~ weh a rge ~e company must ~e the committees 
that is m cad 'the workers must m rocedures, for 
committee, Ad

n 
ponsible for the griev~ce!andates of the 

they've electe re,s and carrying out e 
running the meetmgs, , spectio

n 
trip 

" I ade an III workers. er of 1971 m the contracts were 
In the early su~m reas to see hoW I found Roberto 

through the fannm
g
1 a . 0 uFWOC o~ce turned organizer 

h Ca eXIC stnker '5
00 working. In t e Salinas lettu~e aff was dispatc~lllg tht. 

Garcia - a fonner hiring hall, His ~ 000 pickers ~nto and 
- in charge of the I n harvest an 7

est
' Fresh Plet, 

- the me 0 Harv ' workers mto ed by Inter 
lettl1ce fields own 



D"\ iCTo Farllls. , \1 Ih!' sam!' lilll\' he " 'as r ' 
' rr", 1 1 I t' 11 11 11 It) '1St three meloll all( \' 111('1' anus, and h g sttjl, 

agall . I ' e was hiles '1 ,I Chan' III I \(' 1'011 I III II lIlg effort to . elpi ' 
.' al1ut , I·'" I . I" 1 organ', Ilg 
green.eard ah('n~ 1\ Ill,!.! III 1> l'''l('a I ant Conltnutin ,I<:e the 
U.S, for IHHJ.... , g Il1to the 

The pilCt' \\ ~l" hectiC, the emphasIs was on strik' 
zin" the "rc"IC:lIl commuters. The unio Ing alld orgalll :- , ill ' 11 and h 

'n'i 'c rcnter h;ld adpcl'llt 0 l('es, on a sIde street' t e 
,"( t II IlllildJlJ<Y not far from where labor Contra' tin an old 
10t':-. , cor] 

Arab p:lr"ed JlIS llt~ses each ll1?rnmg. The ,str~et corner l:sUS 
shapcllp" \\ crt' all mtegra.l'pat t of the Unton s environU1ebor 

Thc l "I ()C "hiring hall was a bat,tered little desk innt, 
Ila ll (,flice; tlle workers gathered outsIde, on the side lk a 

" ", Wa s Thl' disp.ltehers were Vat'lOUS organtzers assIgned to desk 
dutl 011 \l'hat appeared to be a haphazard rotation syst 
G icla told me the dispatch was on a first come-first se~~ 
l I' nd he made no mention of the union's rather C

O
U1p,e 

HJ nh'I'stem. Each morning before dawn the workeex 
, • d' h rs milled around the offices; some were Ispatc ed, most Were 

\\1litin!! for picket-line duty assignments. The cars to be used 
for the picket caravans were gassed up at the station across 
the treet and then queued up. The workers, carrying strike 
placards and Iwe/ga banners, climbed into the cars; after a 
1 st-nunute Tramble for seats, then they went off in search of 
trikebr jn!! crews. They knew generally where the melon 

pi ' . were working on the three ranches under strike, but 
111 til \ t. flat emptiness of the Imperial Valley, search Was 
reqUJred to find the precise locations. 

ft r pendm!! a morning '\-'ith the pickets _ they may 
hal both red the trikehreaking crews a little, but no one 
\\ lked out of th field - Garcia took me to watch union 
m I II r w at work ill the can taloupe fields. These men 
\\ Ik 1JI r \\' of 14. DUring the early part of the picking 
o;e3'\01I tIl ntra t call d for .$z-an-hour pay scale, but when 
It \\ th r turned hot and the pace of picking reached a 

k th cr; w would he \\'orkin at a piece rate-
1 1Il d "pa -k-out t ox" _ and they would earn 
d ). 10 III n \\ork b nt douhle, loadillg the 
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'ks running with their loads up ramps, and k' g sac ., ~ h 'h h pic Ul 'to a truck t at moves WIt t e crew, 
huge piog the~ III of each crew was a UFWOC steward; he 
dU~ne rnern er ntract provisions and kept discipline in the 

forced the aC°rievance arose, when there was some dispute 
en .. , VVben gkl'ng conditions, or the crew boss or foreman re"'" r war , h 
C er pay? hard or was abUSive, t e steward would try 
0'1 s pushlOg ~oo e with the company supervisor. Failing that wa the ISSU k ' 

settle d ften did, order the crew to stop wor unttl 
to could, an a rocedures could be utilized, 
~;rrnal griev~~;v~st, Cal Watkins said one o~ the biggest 

A.t Inter com any faced was a growmg sense of 
roblems the th~ crews. "They'll sit down at the least 

~ilitanc?, a~~~tkins said, adding, "They are feeling their 
little thmg, ch and you have to go and talk them ?ack to 

ower too mu , ' t out the contract calls for gnevance P au have to pom 
work, y tit-downs." " 
procedures, no S tand Fresh Pict and other big mult~ple-

At Inter Harves had created a ranch committee 
op operations, the, UF~OC The result was three or four 

~~r each crop or senes 0 ~r~YSiliese big operations, Watki~s 
ch committees on eac 't be efficient." But he satd 

ran d this "too damn democratl,C 0, urmountable problems, 
foun 'on contract was not caus~~g mhs 11 a stumbling block, 
the um , fi d the hmng a , 
dding "We don t n, 1 h rt of administrative expert· 

a , the are ObVIOUS Y s 0 

although Y , 0 erations 
ence." ager of the Fresh Pict fannm~ hlnng hall 

H rb Lee, man , h ' if we had a goo , 
'd e "The contract is all ng t, t it would be all ngh~, but 

sal, h d-headed business age~ 't their contracts. 
and a ar, r anizers to admnus er es-checkoff system 
they are usmg 0 ~ had insisted on a du thly dues from 

At first the umo;educted the union m~e high worker 
- the employehr k but because of 'ht pass through 

, yc ec s - ker mIg \d 
workers pad obility any one wo~ Each company Wall k 
turnover an m a rolls in a mont . stem could not wor 
several company P y nth's dues. The 5y ntract and a fuUy 
deduct the same m~e organized under ~:orked out, !;O the 
unless all,~arin~\;: payment system was 
computenze( 271 



. . k'd that the companies scrap the idea. Th 
lillian ,IS l,d ' e uni 
I /I'dI'd the $3·5(HI-lllont 1 ues Itself, on a q on 

t Jell co t ", . , .. I t k uarterly 
I .' . m,in<l' <I dUls stamp to t le lac of the W k la"', ,\ t- . k Or er' 

Iler"llill C'lI·d. If the wor 'er was not paid up he S 
rneJll, ' . . ' could 

t I ,diSP'ltchl'd ' Ius card was taken from 111m and pia d 
lIO II . ' • ce in 
the inactiH" file. 

Fresh Pict and. Inter Harvest .. had 12-month vegetable. 
production opera~lOns, and 0ell crews moved with the 
seasons from dle 1 Ulna-Impenal areas ~orth through OXnard 
up into tile Salinas Valley, The compal1les computerized th . 
emplm'ee lists and hired and laid off workers by a senior~tlr 
5l'sten; based on time wiili ilie company, rather than tim~ 
\lid1 the union. 

Ol'erall, ilie union's seniority system was confusing, be. 
cause it seemed to vary from farm to farm, from hiring hall to 
hiring hall. Some UFWOC people told me seniority was based 
on time in ilie union; oiliers said it was a combination of time 
in ilie union and on a particular ranch. The problem was 
complicated by ilie fact iliat farm workers must move from 
employer to employer, from union job to non-union job. 

The attitudes of growers toward ilie union varied consider
ahly. "'here Watkins and Lee, as corporate managers, were 
more accustomed to ilie idea of unions, the family farmers 
- ilie owner operators - were more personally involved. 
John Kovace\'ich owns 700 acres of grapes and 300 acres of 
tree fruit. in ilie southeast corner of the San Joaquin Valley, 
near Ar\'ln. He employs 20 full-time workers and during the 
harvest sea'iOn his payroll goes up to 500 workers. Kovacevich 
and his failier developed iliis farm, and Kovacevich has a 
tron~ feeling for it and for ilie way of life he lives. He is 

eon tdered a fair, reasonable man by the UFWOC. When asked 
why he Signed ~'ith th.e union, he replied candidly that he 
had ,no e<'onOJ~tc chOIces left, the boycott had taken his 
market fror~ hun, He said when the question of unionization 
\\a! p~t to hiS workers he told them if they did not sign with 
th timon he would he out of husiness. 

fter explaining that, Kovacevich added, "I will have to be 
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. few of those people hecame very 
qUIte a k " 

Y that United Farm Wor ers. 
d sa d the h ' . t h" h II 3ir an cesar an icb's feeling t at a Jom mng a, 

: t~l to J(ovacev and the union, could he workahle. He 
o It wd

s 
by the fa~~:r hall operations were very uneven. " It 

operate t vrWoc blf g as running it. They had some real fine 
s3id thJed upon w~o w d they had some fellows you just 
depe;s running. I~' a~nan. We started with Dave Burciaga, a 
feIl~d)1't work WIt Garcia was darn hard to get. along with, 
coLl a)1 , Roberto there were constant gnevances. At 
fine ~ere always w~ng~ith Cesar and get it all straightened 
~e eS we'd get to~e t e~ouldn' t live with it at times. One day 
urn but we lUS d the next they'd send out double what 
OLlt p' ~t 'in an order ~n , t on you paving all iliose dispatched. 
YOLl d f then mSIS / - th I' aske or, th d' tch order and make em we up yOLl h w them e Ispa 
I had to s 0 

" . i1 to oilier owner 
to it. .' om laints were S1l11 ar 
Kovace~lch S c !as. The shifting of power away from ilie 

operators m othe~ ar. . the hands of the workers, throu~ 
grower and placI~g It m d the hiring halls, was tra~atic. 
the ranch commIttees an _ the E. and J. Gallo Wm~ry 
Em loyers like Ernest .Gallo who would railier deal WIth 
_!e strong, autocr~t1c men are roblem solvers; when 
th r strong autocratIC men. They a make decisions; rule 

o e estion ~rises they seek answ~rs an rule by inefficiency, 
a qu . 1 by inexpenence, 
by commIttee, ru e 'd see 
d' s them up the wall. . dministrators who di 
nve th were UUlon a th re were some 
Undoubtedly "ere n" for past wrongs; e 'udgment 

opportunities to get eve d tand in the way of g~ J power at 
who let their racial hatre : to acquire and exer~~97Z were 
and some who saw cha~~e. g halls in 1971 .an z6 different 
a personal level. The In~o 000 workers l~ was modified. 
dealing with 40,000 dt~eloped problem: ffto the quarterly 
locations. The system : from dues chec d:e migrants ret~
For instance the ch~g other problem.~ not pay dues while 
dues payment cause aneach winter:e carne back in th~ 
ing to Mexico or T~ornia. Whe~ I $10.50 charge pe 
they were out of faced with at 1 
spring they were J'l3 



worker to catch lip on t Ill' hack dUt's, and often th 
come up \lith allotlwl $ tn,,')1l lor the current ey had to 
installment The \\'()Ikel Ulllest OVt'r this issue beq~arterly 
strong the dut's structure was ehangcd again in came So 
mCll1hel's pay a flat;.! percent of their income ~s th1973; now 

The first grape gnmer to sign with the UFWO~ e~rn it. 
Steinherg, fdt thl' union system was working "re~so lonel 
Ill'll " and that the hiring hall was able to meet 80 pe nably 

_..1 ~H 'd tl h" rcent f hi~ peak lahor neeuS, e salle Inng hall w 0 

stahililincT the work force, "Where we used to go thas also 
'~, rou h 
;'!,O()O lIIell ;Uld \\'omen Just to keep 50 0 working the h' ,g 
hall h:h 'Illootlled .. things out so we don't need' these h:n~ 
number, an\lnore. g 

Steinberg' computed tlle cost of tlle union contract was a 
cenL for a ;.!;.!-pound box of gr~pe,s tllat sold for from $7 to l8, 
and ('()~t about $5 to grow. WItllm that 30 cents there Wa 
lo-<'ent-an-hour contribution to tlle Robert F, Kenne~ a 
Health and "'elfare Fund. Leroy Chatfield, administrator J 
the fund, reported tllere were 55,000 worker cards in tlle file 
in the summer of 1971; tlle fund then was disbursing $60 oo~ 
a month i~ medical benefits that ranged from $5 for a Visit to 
the doctor ~ office up to $300 for maternity benefits and $400 

forlU!!ery. Workers had to put 250 hours a quarter in to 
qual!fy for major benefits, but only 50 hours a quarter to 
qual~' f~r the. minor ben~fit program, The plan was designed 
for \\ orkers \\ ho were Wlthout employment for weeks at a 
tune. and the union was opening medical clinics of its own 
nd deslgnin~ a prepaid health care plan. 
el rl) throu~h 1971 and 1972 the United Farm Workers 

had b !Un to con olidate its gains, had begun to build itself 
mto a powerful d' 'I . an mcreac;mg y more permanent force as it 
~gned more contracts and spread the influence of the hiring 

h II fu'ther afield. No matter what the problems expressed by 
t ranners a 'ain t th· d 
f th . e UlUon - an there is no doubt many 

th h mpJamt were justified - it was the influence of 
at t Inl~ hall a~d the niority system that was bringing 
IU~ an

J
.• 0 one expressed this better than John 

r, 
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clean cut attorney who looks more like a 
is a yOlln~'.ollnt executive than a farmer. lIe mOves 

Jol~roker or ac~ry cluh set, likes golf and good food and 
stO~i in the cOll~aday world from a soft leather chair' in a 
e~sl Y teS his ;office in the opulent new Ciumarra Vineyards 
orer~_panel,e 0 st of Bakersfield. Toying with a silver letter 
\~~~e bllildlOg ~~ging gently back and forth in his big office 
o eoer and SW1 said "The hiring hall has changed the whole 
or C'urnarra , 1 l ' h' N ' ,hair, 1 t' g the who e re ations 1p. ow any time an 
~ay of opera 1~ ~o work he has to go down to the hiring hall 
elJ1ployee, W:~ched. Since the people tend to work in crews, 
aOd be, d1sK t when we would want a particular crew to go 
tearns 10 e ec, Id have to send a written dispatch down to 

k we wou uld h ' to wor , n nd then the whole crew wo ave to go 111, 

the hiring hh
a 

, ads filled out and be sent back to the ranch, 
d' atc car ' , f 

get 1St h n became a bottleneck m every ann opera-
The h1nng a 

tion," , did not move fast enough for Ciumarra, he 
When thmgs , to the hiring hall. He described n t k a crew m bo d 

persona y 00 haotic inefficient scene that had gge 
what he felt was a ?, ' like a herd of cattle in there. I 
down completely: It was d went to the window 

b h ' d the counter an , 
literally went e m kers getting them UnIon 

d ' h' g my own wor, ha 
and started Ispatc m , h ge to facilitate w t was 

. d s making c an , forms, collectmg ue, . 
" bo C' umarra s going on. Cohen a ut 1, ' 

I asked UFWOC attorney Jerry b ken kitchen charr 1~ a 
complaints, Cohen, sitting °i~ a th:

o 
La paz adrninistr:~~ 

Paint-splattered old room a beat-up old desk. . 
ed up on if th fanners are 

building, his feet pr0l{p t some changes. , ;ink they are 
"We're willing to wor ou lems but I don t ant to get 
talking about spec~fic pr~bmuch as I think, ther~ng about 
talking about speclficsdJ n system. We ~ethe union." 
rid of the whole g~ th~iring haI:I and.ili Cesar. up a hilly 
power, now, power 0 I was WaJking WI an oak. and he 

A couple of hours later the shade of ght the gower 
d nder k 5 thou eel road. We pause u farm wor er It was shatter 

"F 80 years ytb' broken. explained, or the rn 15 

was invincible. but noW 115 



I II n found II <' cOllld II ill (1\\ the \I orkers '\' 
II)('n , .. " I e no I 
lIfraid, the\' \I 'ant to t;\l~' 1111 till' gnm ('rs, Ollge r 

Corky Lar,on, \\'if~' nl CI1achdla grap~' gr~)wer K. I<:. Lar 
talked r1hollt tlH' llllWll .Ind ahout agn,hll~mess, "The la san , 

ground mIl , hil' pr~'\ '~'nlt'd orderly lll~IOIlization, In 196~k of 
Troll 1'1',' fdt the., 1~'lli tIlt' upper hand l~l , the dispute, and t~he 
~ anted no k~sbt\l)n \I !ul'h would facIbtat,e unionization, ~Y 
Ifro the I ~woc had found real power 111 the use of hY 
~I dcllldary ~lt)) cott. "'i~h its ~~'aila~)ility as a tool, ,the UF~O~ 
felt II ~"lholl would dilute, lathel than enhance Its Power " 

WIthout rl'.tiiLing it perhaps, Mrs. Larson had spoken f' 
mo~t of California agribusiness. The SalinaS-Santa Mar~~ 
~roll er might try jumping into bed with the Teamsters as a 
II'll\' to . void ha\'ez. but that. at best, was a drastic solution 
and It did nothing to take away the secondary boycotts and 
,trike - the tools the unvoc used to develop power enough 
to mo\'e fanners to such desperate acts. An increasing 
number of agribusiness leaders knew they needed some 
countering fo~ce that only new legislation could provide; 
theIr primary job was to take away Chavez's power tools. 

l1.: - nator George Murphy was talked into introducing 
1I Ii a biIJ, but even with the $1 million public relations 

camp3JgTl by Whitaker and Baxter, the Murphy bill never got 
off the ground. Something more subtle, more dramatic was 
needed something like an apparently complete reversal of 

n uJture' traditional anti-labor stand. Quietly, with the 
pt'ration of both the Nixon and Reagan administrations, 

{ann group began to put together ad hoc committees to 
draft am ndments to the National Labor Relations Act that 
"ould hI Id agriculture from the likes of Chavez. The move 
wa led b\' alifomia agribusinessmen and the American 
F nn Bur au Federation. This wa~ to be a multi-pronged 
I !lslatl\c ttack; as the Nixon Administration introduced the 
Ill'TIfl USi 11 package in Congre s, similar bills would be 

u III th fann ;tate legislatures. 
:aI1~ mla ad hoc committee included seven agribusi-

1IIiII~ ~rot.IPS and " haired hy Rohert Brown, executive 
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, Tax ayers Association, an urhan· 
he californl~" tito with ties that spread across 

of t organlZa 'd' t l' k t th ,ctOf valive The committee S \fec III 0 e 
dlreed cons~a\ spectrum. s Allan Grant a thick-set dairy 
b~s d strt t' on wa , h h d 

ill u d""inistra 
1 ul County Farm Bureau, w 0 a 

we A ,.. h Tare f h C l'f ' 
j{eag

an 
out of t e. wa to the presidency 0 tea 1 orma 

f rrJIef orked hIS . Y d the chairmanship of the state 
3 Lly W d atlOn an f B ' \avisrIJ aU Fe er G t as a member 0 rown s 
5 J)ure 1 e ran , b 
farrJI f agricU tur . f the committee's proposals to e 
board it~ee, arranged ~e state board of agricul,ture before 
co~rn 11 reviewed by the legislature. All of thIS was done 
critiCa y presented to . 

were bi' c notice. , , bit 
they 1 without pU.

1 
'b siness's switch m ItS a so u e 

quiet y, f Califorma agn ~ ul . the National Labor 
,,1 ws 0 d' agnc ture m th d 
I,e . ' to indu mg. II the existence of e a 

oppO~ltlO; Act - and cOincI~e~t\~ost by accident. Early in 
RelatIOn iUee - was reve~ e Sa hultz while talking to Los 
hoC co~mCentro farmer MIke ; Bernstein, said seve~al 
1971

, . s labor reporter arry , of the NLRA. While 
Angeles Ttm~ere seeking the protect1~~:t of information was 
farm grou

ps
ld not elaborate, that sthmal f rmers were reversing 

Schultz cou h. After 35 years e a 
dramatic enoug . . Brown was 
their position. ght everyone by sj'nsr Agricultural 

The Times story ca~ National Counc 0 hed him by 
just returning fro~ n ~n Atlanta when I ere:med furioUS 
Employers convenb~ and underneath h to let it show. 
phone. He was evasl~e'but he trie~ h~dh~~tcommitte~ had 
that the news wdas ~u 'the Califonu.a: "We're not trymg;;; 

When I aske ~ Y Brown replie. n't the time to 
been kept ~ut ~f SIg~~ press. but noW was alked to 
keep anythmg rom . Brown had t dinat-
talking." AE convention The NCAE was coor office. 

While at the NC fft ..... states, -~l..;ngton. D.C.. n-
f om 37 ~... 'ts WIJ.I>U" the conve representatives r d from I oat During down 

ing the state effort~:ai le~lati;:r goffi~ia1s h~ ;::age, It 
lobbying for th~:aartJDeDt o! ~tion's legisla~vehave sfecial 
tion, top U .5. ~OD AdJDiIIiSU' " but wo 
to discuss t~~ ~}ar to the NJ,JL\ 
would be silll .." 



prrn'j\jom ric,j,Tlwd t) 1l ,,( IIH'<'t ' I'" 
('(1\" (,ll1pha~j\ \\11\ )lan'I' .... 11CII/t1lI'C'S s , ' 

IWC':IIl\(' H!!nhll\jll('" 1/' I ; nil the "silll ,tt Clal PI' h 
rt'al d<",i~Jl' , ( ('( ('( tn hUild 'I ' S 1 akr to th 0 lelll,. 

h 
~ , , 1110 e eN'" 

T (' e/Tort \\;1\ IWin" oiYl'l ' I' screen t LilA " 

of Lahor \\', I, l \l'n ' '~l '7 lJ 1 1.
1 )Ig ride' Ass' Or its 

S
'II '. • (t Il(ll'rs ' " Istant 
I lcrman \\ ('Ie l)lI t \liy' ' (cretary of L Sec 

lahor Il,ll ka"l" It \\ ' ) .... Il lllg speeches on t1le abo
r 

Lauretary 
.... ' I U (t e '\(,111 t new N ren 

'"Of) manda, \ of hbor )' I P small farmers h iJ(on f Ce 
• • < t I ('ss an w arlll 

Illllnn l'('pre't'll tation eI ,t ' Y quarter' it 0 emplo dm I 'f cc IOn mach ' , would yed 
I It'U t. I not Impossible for mery iliat woul establish 

"ould rl jlure \\'orkers to " seasonal worke d make ' 
and pnwide the f' gl:e ten-day notic b

rs 
to Vote. It 

I ~ ,mner with e efo ' It 
x'" ore !!Olll!,! into bindin I ' a }o-day cooli re striking 

word" " k g ar )ltratlOn ili ng-oJf. 
d fI' no 'tn 'e at harvest" \ h'l ' us sideste ,penod 

n nalh- the proposal v I e providing ili t PPIng the 
lal r rel.~tions board c would create a specia~ pr~tection; 
~epartJllent of Agricult ontr;~led, of Course b agr~ultural 

e • in the Nixon ure, out the only thin Y , e U,S. . 
_ condarv boycott proposal was the I g, Similar to 

Th 
-- I • ' out awmg f 

e federal pack a the 
~. d ~e~samM m~ "anced by the ' I version of the 
fann tates \1 ' agnbusiness coal't' , proposals 

. . any of th I Ion III th 
cooHnu-off period to 60 e state bills would e various 
~tt language to m ~ay~; some beefed u exten~ the 
ho\,cott'" ake It Illegal t p the anh-boy. 

, or to earn' . k 0 even utte th 
m of the ta '. piC et signs advoca ' l' e word 

1 1I rould te hIlls Illcluded roy" tmg such a boycott. 
b rgamlll a~d could not bt b ISIOns governing what 

I. Ion Th rought int II' 
J "III ' tours r ' e NCAE help d 0 co echve 

I 
lOr men I'k e set up t' 'd 

I \ Z and t1 I 'e Grant Th na lonwi e 
J" or Kan Ie lWwOC were not' h ~ message was clear: If 

Th gniJU5in or Idaho might he n::t ed off, the farmers of 

It itat fed rat' efforts were 0 ' 
h d ff 11\ lon, not only to h )Posed by the AFL-CIO and 
I" nlIght ~mulatJve anti-Ial e p the farm workers but to 

Itt 1\ It" \ 'C. This put t~)~ (f!ffeet the passage' ~f such 
tn4!"Sf' ii! uJ>port ' c cderat' . p po 1- mJ; the f Ion III a strange 

" "hi! at th ~rrn worker~ hy opposing 
sa llie tllll«' it had to oppose 
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'5 oosition on the incl\1sion of farm workers nnder tht' 

Cb!lvez ).' , 
j'1J,IIj\, far01 Bureau an~ otner agrihusiness interests hased 

,[be aign on the lSSUe of secret-hallot elections' th' 
. camP t ' ey their ded the farmer was rymg to secure this right for his 

COli tell while Chavez, because of his NLRA position was 
orkers 11 l' I ' . VI osing secret-ba ot e ectlOns, t was not elections that 
o~vez opposed, b~t the Taft-Hartley Amendment which 
C, ed away the nght to conduct secondary boycotts and 
~tr~!ed the way for states, to pass anti-union, "open-shop," 
P ht_ta.work laws that senously weaken union strength, 

ng
rhe 

California agribusiness coalition poured another $1 
million into its effort to push through a state agricultural 
labor relations act, The same crew bosses and foremen who 
had put together the company unions in opposition to 
Chavez appeared on behalf of the agribusiness interests, 
bringing with them 400 anti-Chavez farm workers, The 
ufWO

C 
countered with a whirlwind lobbying effort within the 

state capital, and the bills were defeated, Agribusinessmen 
expected this and immediately announced they would take 
the issue directly to the voters, through an initiative process, 

In Oregon a similar Farm Bureau bill had passed through 
the legislature and was on Governor Tom McCall's desk. If 
McCall did not veto the bill within one week it would 
become law, Chavez ordered Jerry Cohen into Oregon to 
convince the governor he should veto the measure, Cohen 
activated the Portland boycott to his cause, and started a 
direct pressure telephone campaign, Thousands of supporters 
from all over the United States called the governor s °fffiche, 

C 
"I the steps 0 t e 

ohen ordered an evening prayer VlgJ on th 0 
capitol in Salem, and he launched an attack bO;:t a:d ~~~~~ 
Farm Bureau, The Farm BureaU ro~ to ~~ lwind campaign 
was off and running in the press. e w d1rth bl'll 
. Call d he vetoe e . 
Impressed Governor Me ,an Th' was a right-ta-work 

Arizona was ~nother matt~. TJ:-Hartley Amendment, 
state, under sectIOn 14-B ,of ;h legislature whipped out 
and notoriously eonservatiill' e 'ng any attention to the 
the Farm Bureau bill, har Y payt 
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, r) thrt'ats of a llatJoll\l idt' hon '
ott 

of ' II 
,H 1.-( < 1 , I ' ,\ J\ " j 

'h Chint' \t'lht'u a lIatlOlla ISSue cOuld I) II%
Ol1

a pro( lI( " • I) 1 ' e 111ad 
\ . l'l 'lIld hl

, Wilt II/n ra"l' 111 to evaluate the' e in 
' IDI70: I' :, ""li '" \ t' h;id ;1 lot of dt'hate Whether 0 1' Situation r,d,l , " , " not t ' 
t j) '1\\ '1\ \lith t ht' hilI. or to 1>\('1.. on all of the Ie ' 10 try 
0, <)(" ~tcli (or the bill. 01' nalTO\\ tIle attack by taking~IS ato

ts \1 l( ( , 1 ' I ' )Ust On 
)olitl("I' 'hlhtil~t' and mal\l\lg 11m an example, So \IT e 

'
J 
' 'I' It,d to 'TO aftt'l tht' governor, to recall him becaus he 

(l<l ~ " f dC, e e 
h;l(J het'n 'll h,ld, Ht' kid I e use to see esar; he SIgned th 
hIli without reading it, He was a very good sYmbol, he>~ 
callt-d .Il

1h
n Birch Society Day f?,1' two years in a row, So it 

'ookt'li like a t;ood place to fight. 

Whell Go\~rnor Jack Williams signed the bill, on May 
11th, t'lr Chavez started a fast that was to last 24 days, 

Drnkt' t'\plalllffi: "The fast was undertaken because Cesar 
'lantNi to change the system; he wanted to get people OVer 
their fear.;; of organizing, so they would be willing to fight for 
the union. and he figured the best way to do that Was to 
e.,\pend him elf. We never lost sight of the fact that We did 
not want a new governor, but that We wanted to organize the 
people and in the process send a clear message to all 
politician..; that they had to be responsive to the people, to the workers," 

The union built its "Arizona Campaign" around the fast; 
""' .... _r was moved into a small, air-conditioned room in the 

nta Rita Center, on Phoenix's south side. The logistics of 
th f: t were left up to Leroy Chatfield and Cesar; Marshall 
.anl took charge of mobilizing the people to come into the 
f 'Dolor and Richard Chavez were out in the fields, 

orgallJlin the people, getting them turned onto the idea of a 
um II , Drake Was a igned the political work, the registration 
r '01 • the gathering of the '75.000 signahrres they felt 

" 11 needed to Come lip with the 108,000 qualified slgna
tu/,(, require<! for a recall eleetion. 

Th ~ t attracted thousands of farm workers, just as it had 
II Ian til taff and lInion pric~ts conducted nightly 

lid I hrated th 1111, The fasting and the harshness 
" j " dId prOject th i sue onto the national scene, 

huilt a lettuce hoycott United l ' . Party d' , 
acra lC, 't . convention procee mgs; III e the vcsOlplank lOl? 'I~ure Earl Butz, stumping in lOll ker f Agncll h" I d 

JD Wor tary 0 e hoycott. As t e ISsues SWlf e 
f

aTJ11 
t secreked the lettuck put together a coalition of goS ttaC d ' Dra e k d 

f,o 'da, a th Ole la, d' gruntled mine Wor ers, an 
flofl d in eks Chicanos, IS lling Governor Williams, 

oon blac, bout reca > k 'f h 
aT vajOS, . and set a k 'king on doors, We d as I t ey 
Na el worke:s "We went noc rnor If they did, we asked if 
steprake sald;ecall of the gov,~ ot' we would send somebody 
favored th~egistered to vote;a~; then have them sign the 
they were register, the~ arly 100,000 voters and we around to We reglstere ,~e 
petitions. 6 000 signatu~es. never scheduled; first the 
secured 17 'recall electIOn, was res was questioned by state 

But thi l"ge blocks of "g":,~ filed suit to pmve that ~ 
validIty 0 fficials and the u~ 1 hassling stalled the rec , 
election 0 were valid. The ega clear: 17

6
,000 voter~ In 

'gnatu
res 

the message was 'II' s administration, 51 t but 'th the WI lam 
rnovemen , not happy WI for the first time, aware Arizona were . Arizona were, orkers 111 
And farm w political clout. 
that they had some , to the people, by the 

rs were also gomg blocks of signatures 
The California farm the too needed larthge November 7, 1972, 

ess' ey, 'a1 e were initiative p:oc r~ labor propos on ro sal, the issues 
to put th~1f ,fa th context of the p po 'the 
ballot. Wlth~n e rs are supportiFo~ two 
almost identIcal. xplained: "Gro~~opositiOn 22 -hould be 

Allan Grant e lations act - farm workers ~ r or not 
agricultural labor re strongly belie:~ , ' ' on whe [~armersl 
major reasons: They by secret baIl and secondly should be 
entitled to vote , ',' n members . ~dary boycotts 
they want to be umo that the sec<> , zard. of the 
feel J'ust as strongly ther James V1Z

e 
into calif~r-

.. Fa cam 'lion illegal . .' orters ~" ~ ed the P"'Id" _ 
UFWOC sUPP, Rural ~e viJZ8fd argu rroan

en 
y 

N t · al Cathobc 'b'on'" eI""';ollS to pe a Ion p opo5l ,-_not _ .. 
l1ia to oppose r ret.DIIP 
w0\11d limit the sec III 



played farm wor"c" h, i\ st,.ies of exclusions th 
ma"c it all hut UllpO~'lhk for seasonal worke at wOUld 

d I '1 . Id rs to Vizzard chargt' 1 Ie pmposl Ion wou. restrict the r' VOte. 
frce sJ)t'ech ;lIld free assemhly by Itmiting Or hl~hts of 

I . ld h pro Ib 't' horcott act\()ns. TIe /;lrllll'I'S wou ave to be given Ill1g 
\Irike Ilolict' and ~hclI they could use a 60-day coo\~I1'day 
period 10 aVOId stnkes at h~vest. ng'o/f 

Lt'ro" hatfield "'as put 10 charge of the UFWoc Ant .. p 
.. CI ·H t · d Irop o.\itioll :.!;.! camp:ugn. Ins ar mIre onated office s . . 

.. , .. L A I paCe 111 the migrant IllIl1Istry' S sUIte 10 OS nge es. Chatfield 
toocther a statewide organization built around the bo put 

..... . Ycott ,tmcture. tllere werc 40 separate commIttees, each respo . 
hIe for organizing a specific area, each reporting in da;SI, 
Cha\'ez had ordered this issue must take precedence ov

er
;4 

other and had put the full resources of the union behind 
~hatfield , Chatfield began registering voters. By the time 
ha\'ez called a general board meeting to discuss the 

progrt"S~ of ilie campaign, Chatfield had 40,000 to 50,000 new 
\'oler; registered. 

Cha\'ez wasn't impressed. Voter registration was not the 
kind of iSSue iliat would catch fire, not against ilie well. 
nnanced, well-staffed grower campaign. From the time ilie 
!!rower: hired professionals to circulate their petitions_ 
pa 'ing iliem so much for each signature obtained _ ilie 
agribusine' campaign was built around the secret-ballot 
is ue and around consumer protection against the boycott. 
Nothing the union had come up with in its first two monilis of 
campaigning had begun to make headlines or attract atten. tion. 

hatfield recalled ilie board meeting, "After the board 
m mbers agreed wiili Cesar that I hadn't come up wiili 
Jlough effort , he told me to go out and find an issue that 

"ould make headline~. That afternoon, driving back to Los 
nl! Ie , I wa~ in a fllnk. I had done the best I could on the 

\ t r reg~1.ration and he didn't think it was good. I had to 
In j:, With something. and my mind was a blank." 

h Jd and hi staff, faced With an extensive "Yes on 22" 

hdJ rd ampatgn, copied the "human billhoard" tactics 
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. by Marcos Munoz in the Boston boycott. 
sed earh~f volunteers, each equipped with a "No on 22" 

~undreds mass in single file near freeway off and on ramps, 
sign, would ermarkets, and along busy streets. Once 35

0 
of 

around sU~n billboards completely encircled the Los Angeles 
these hUIll. t before a Ram football game. 
Coliseum. J~~ill was not creating a big public issue. Then the 

But thiS As the news accounts began to tell the farm 
break c~m.~ of the story, people began to call the UFWOC 

workers Sl el gize for signing the petitions. Chatfield said, 
office to jO 0 they had thought they were helping the farm 
"They tol uSh t they thought they were signing a protest 
workers, o~ ~ a t of food or something like that. It began 
over the hlg cO~h t we :night have stumbled into some-

dawn on us a to 

thing." , Bonnie went to the public records and 
Leroy's wife,. f tbe etition signers. Then, using the 

extracted a long hst 0 ~ around and ask questions. She 
phone books, she be1a~ to ~ Chatfield contacted California 
heard more tales 0 aBu. The office of the secretary of 

f St te Jerry rown. . al This was Secretary 0 a b t Brown was skeptic. . 
state polices election lawds, .u

ther 
side might be using him

h 
d' 

d d fight an el dm d G Brown, a 
a cat-a? - og the former governor E un ~ Chatfields 
(Brown s father, d bts years before.) Th uld find 
suffered the same nt ~~t to the petitioners ~7n~y he was 
persisted. They.we d brought these to B~own, taken off the 
and took affidaVits a~l d suit to get the Issue 
convinced. Brown e of court, it raised 
ballot. . ' was thrown out the attention of 

While Brown s SUIt. the matter to Los Angeles the 
h questions to bnn~ the state. In ed an indict-

enou
g

l dl'strict attorneyths m harges and re~ "Chatfield 
severa . t dec "the Issue th 
grand jury inv~:~!; :ews sto~e:s ~~~ested frau\ an:

t 
th: 

ment. The reski g Big headlin
th 

controversy. 'fbi Ps built 
d b see n . t of e Th pressure 

ha een d the most au th defensive. e b k and forth. 
UFWOC rna e aign on e were hurled ac e on the 
agribusiness :::;~ounter-ch~~ dead voters wer 
up as charge d the names 
Chavez allege 183 



p. ' lition\; Chatfield daill1l'd l ' ll~ 11(' pag ('S of Pctition ' 
IW(' 1l \ig llt'd ill the ,sall1(' hand" ntll1g, s had 

""'{'II th()lI~h Ihe\ had tlllll('d tIl(' ,~ituation ba k 
J, I ' 1 c on th IArm('r~ , Chan '7. 1\ a~ (''\111' 111('' an,'\\(HIS a lout the cam a' e 

l1e felt tIl(' 1;11\ , If p;l~ .. ('d, "llllld spell thc end of the ~ Ign, 
( ,havez pCNmall)' 'tllmped the state a~ a fierce clip, tu~?n. 
himwlf O\ cr tn (';leh ,ot the boycott- antI 22 committees to Ing 
"ith him \l'h.!t they kIt was best; he talked and marched a do 
\1 '11.\ inll'r\'ll' \\ cd IIntil he was near exhaustion. Chavez s nd 

t' I " L A I pent th( last fl'I\ ria, .. ° t 11.' campaIgn 111 os nge es. 
Chatfidd . lid. "He was really uptight. He Was pacing th 

Roor. md a'kmg If were doing everything we could. I'd neve~ 
\(('n hllll '0 worried , \Ve didn 't know what to do With him 
holl' to Ill.lke the best use of him. We put him on the huma~ 
hillhoard for a "hill', that sort of thing." 

Chah'z kept asking Chatfield if he was doing all that Could 
he done. Chatfield fi nally snapped back, "Yes, goodammit 
e\'erythin!!\ being done that can be done." The UFW effort~ 
were more than enough. 

On Xo\'emher 7, 1972 , the California voters soundly 
reJ ted Proposi tion 22. The United Farm Workers had 
pro\'en both in Arizona and California, that they could 
mount a political campaign and, given an issue, carry that 

mpaign touccess. The message was not lost on agribuSine , 

C H A PTER TWELVE: 
CRIBU I ' ESS CONSPIRACY 

Tht; It' - henley Ranch contract first negotiated in 19
66 II~ r t otiated in 1969 had a ] IInc 21 , 1972 , expiration 

unng the tenll of thc second contract Schenley 
I u n Id th 5.000 acres of vineyards to Butt~s Gas and 

I I ggr '\' conglomerate that had alreadv " taken 
, 

. 'ss and was expanding. The l'FW \ ., usmc., h' I ' 
" in agn ) , h d a successor clause t at carne( It 

ositioJ'l ·th Sch enley ~ renamed the ranch White River 
? t Wi I Buttes h h h 

3 optr
llC 

the sa e; a few management c anges, \It t e 
~hroogh d made d did not disturh the work force. 
V' an derly an . d 
f llrJ11s . waS or f 1972 UFW A negotiators sat own 
tJ'llPsitlO~n the sum~<;ertoo re~ew the contract. Progress was 

Ji;arly h manage . k progressed and the crop matured. ranc 'nes wor d d h 
with t in the VI 'pe ranch managers or ere t e au were n h" h 11 slOW. the grapes A gust 10th the UFWA mng a 
W}le

n
st started, ~nd ~~rve~t crews into the White River 

harve d dispatchmg 

sta
rte 

ds. ' ''We didn' t have a contract yet, 
vineyar s Huerta explamed:

k 
We didn't need any more 

polore 'dn' t want a stn e. 'ust etting hot, and 
but we dl th time' Proposition 22 was J t g t We'd been 

s at e, first con rae. 
problem member, Sch enley wa~ our mmittee was working well. 
then, re. rs and the ranc co tract." 
in there s~ y~a d ~ lot of feeling for th~ con orking model for 

The peic~en~ey Ranch had bec~m~niO~iS:. Through their 
The ' democratic form 0 li d the contract safety 

the u FWA s 'ttee the workers po ~e e of pesticides; they 
ranch com

ml
. ny' those regulating ~ U~ey supervised the 

clauses, especla rocedures, an When the con-

exercise~ . gri~~~ew~rker_dispatch s~~~'comrnittee ha:t 
union hmng a ened in June the r talks went smOO Y 
tract talks were, op ne otiations. The t 
direct input into ~e g g in mid-Augus :ttee went to .the 

. th hlt a sna , h comIJU h pelllllg. 
for a whlle, en nd the ranc what was ap kers 

Chavez, Huerta,.~ "We told the;; a strike. The wO~ourl 
workers. Chave~ :~~agement ~:t offer zo .centss~e. But 
We had a hunc anch coJ1lll11tt 'ust to aVOId a they came 
agreed to let the d d contract, J tiatorsl wages

n with you. 

less than our :;I/[COJ1lpany:~~ said:1..:~~ l~Y wanted a 
once we gave language, ge: I wu .... 
back and wanted argue langua nion for the 
We aren't going to d b}aJ1led the udisContinued 

tbiJ, an ._I!'c were fight. " denied 1he tlPI'" 

The company aodatiOD'· 
'n ne" .., breakdown 1 



AtJ~lI~t 28th and the ranch cOlllmittee called the w k 
of 'the vines; the l F\\ \ ,truck '''hitl' Hiver Far:s ers OUt 

managers illllllediatd, h~'~an to I'l'('nl~t and haul strik~b~aril1 
ers into the Yllll'\ards. For tht' fi.rst tllne in six years tl~eak
million \\int'-grape crop \\'as bemg hm'vested by nonu e. $3 
crt'\\S. These crt'\\ s wcrl' ~hort handed, inexperienced n10n 
intilllidated \1, the hllc1gistas: Fm'm associations throu 'hand 

, , . -1] L 't ' gOut tIlt' ~an .1l);HIU\l~ , ;u e:: )egan recnll mg more experienced 
workers for "lute River Farms. Each morning Se 

d · I veral hushld, of \\ 'ori ers were lspatc led from Fresno, Reedl
e and P.ulier. y, 

Tht' ,m;u] fan~Jers in these .associ~tions were not Content 
with just recnuting and hauling stnkebreakers into White 
Rin'r F;mns; they wanted t? confront Chavez directly, 
per onally. One Sunday mornmg 600 farmers, their wives 
Ilnd c11ildrell gathered at White River Farms just after dawn: 
tJJeyharpened the hooked blades on their grape knives, took 
lip the dishpan picking containers, and trooped into the 
\'lne)'aId. to help personally with the harvest. It was like an 
oJd-f~hioned communal harvest among frontier settlers come 
to help a neighbor in need. 

But if farmers are thought of in human terms, this neighbor 
was not a farmer; Buttes Gas and Oil was and is a 
multi-leveled corporation designed by urban executives to 
make profit from petroleum and land ventures. A Buttes 
report tates all farm costs are written off over the "useful 
!~\'e of th.e properties." For Buttes, farming is a tax shelter: 

, . . no mcome taxes have been paid by the company or its 
mh lruan for the years 1967 to 1971 ... " 

For th tTad~tional farmer the useful life of his property 
dat hack to hi father and grandfather and extends forward 
- h hope - to the lives of his children and his 
grand hildren. Vnfortunatelv, the small farmer is in direct, 
unf Ir ~pehtion \\;th the ~orporate giants who, because of 
th If ut IZed fann-to-market operations directly influence or 

trol the market price . These corporations consume the 
smaal fum the) ~ri\'e out of business; they displace the small 

't't m tim of labor crisis. these giants manipulate 
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. an farmers, pushing them into the forefront 
urViving sm are the shock troops. 

the s fight. 1'bey d "Th e corporations have the small farm
of thh

e 
.. eZ observe .' n because as they fight us, they divert 

C av th umo f 
fi hting e f the real issues for the small armer. 

ers . gattention rom are being exploited by the same forces 
th

elr
e small growers kers To make it more ridiculous, the 'fbes . the wor . th 

t explOit d h organizations like Fann Bureau use e 
th

a 
orations an t e kesmen to peddle all of the nonsense 

c~~l growers as s~~ about the small indep~ndent farmer 
~ey have d~velo~e union threat to the nation s food supply. 

ding agalOst t tho k that if they get rid of our umon stan 11 farmers 10 will 
"The sma but the are wrong. They never 

their problems are~er, all far~ers will never make it unless 
ke it that way. e sm 1 tes" Chavez believes small ma the cong omera . . . . 

they stand up to . 'ng into collective bargamlOg assolcla-
by orgamz1 . th arketp ace farmers can, .th the conglomerates m em. d 

tions, compete W1. 1 more effectively with org~mze 
at the same t1me, dea . their labor needs lOto a 

~n% labor's demands. BYf Poo~f~ers would cut costs and 
ar ntract, a group 0 sma . 
master co tions more effiClent. th little guy in 
make their ope{~ned "One disadvantage. e to get workers 

Chavez ~xp ~I tha~ he has to pay a p~nu~en a job order 
agriculture as 1S . bs In our hiring h s, ~o see where the 
to corne to small JO k' the workers look fi t because the 

. f 50 wor ers, fann rs th 
comes 10 or 1 s take the large uld get it toge er, 
job is, and they a ;:e small growers wo eriods and they 
job lasts longer. I e work over lo~~er P 
the could offer mor mium wages. . not to negotiate 
wo~ldn't have to pail P:r~wers did orrl~~ttes strike started 

Ironically the s~a fight him. When ale California .F;rn;~ 
with Chavez, but 0 s the Centr e recnut . 
at White River Fa~isei F~ers r.:a~e area. The b1~ 
Committee and the workers IOto th fann were met ~s 
bused h~nd~eds~! ~e~reaker;o~~e White R~:~a!tly in 
buses bnngtn1 UyWA plcke~'sullen. They sto~led the U.S. 
great mass 0 were angtX an k the buses; they 
workers who 'ng to bloC 
the driveways, tryt 181 



Tmrni.gration Sen in'. '('port iug illegal alicns WCI' b' 
transported into the :~t~ ,J..t,. e elng 

On the mOl'lling \)1 ~t'ptclllht'l' 25 th the U.S. Border 
,t Ill> 'l l'O'lohloeJ.. on a county road, near the farm e Patrol ~t <. ,1 I ", I h ntran A~ the hust's rolkd ttm m 1I t It I clllC I, t ey were stop ed Ce, 

st"uehed Borde! Patrolmen found 68 illegal Mexica~ I' and 
' , n: 1 l ' . d tl d' a lens Tht'\' \\ ere t,lJ..t'1I Oil t 11" )Uses an Ie rIvers were alIa ' 
to l)f(lct't'd. \s the buses slowed and turned into the Wed 

. . 1 I ' bb . ranch :zoo ,ert';Ulllllg. ."elhng llIe glstas ~no ed up III front of 
them. the dnwrs stopped, tllen trIed to b~ll through the 
erolld. ~Iowh'. Rocks and clods pelted the Sides of the b 
andma~11t'd \\'indow~. The sher.iff's deputies on duty radio~ 
for help. but by the tIme tl1e remforcements arrived Dolores 
Huerta ;Uld Richard Chavez had managed to regain Control 
of the . trikers. 

With Huerta and Chavez in the lead, the huelgistas 
marched down a farm road, part way onto the ranch; iliey 
I.:nelt in tlle white, powdery dust and began a prayer vigil. 
Deputie., moved in, informed them they were on private 
property. and, when they refused to leave, the lawmen 
arre-ted l.p of tl1e strikers, including Huerta and Chavez, 
During tlle next week 128 more UFWA Schenley workers were 
arrested for mass picketing, against court-imposed restric
tions on VfWA activities, or for trespass. Buttes managed to 
continue tlle harvest, but, by the time the last gondola was 
loaded \\ith grapes and driven to the Winery, the company 

tirnated it had lost $1 million due to the strike. The UFWA 
10 t its first contract. 

But the action at White River Farms was more than just 
another local strike; it was the place where agribusiness 
began to put together what was to become one of the largest 
antI-labor con piracies ever assembled, a conspiracy that was 
t im'oh' the Teamsters and the Nixon Administration. First 
th lIncil of California Growers, then the California Farm 
Bureau Federation involved themselves in the dispute; 

ret f\ of gncuIture Earl Butz, stumping in California for 
I tion of Congres man Boh Mathia'i, used the White 

r Fann nke to e pr not only his opposition to Cesar 
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the Nixon farm labor doctrine: "Such 
but to set o~~~wed. It is not fair for a farmer to work 

Ch~vet: ' hou1d be oU crop and then be wiped out hy a 
'oos s produce a 

~ctl r to " 
:J1 yea k strike. the enemy; the UFWA controlled 
tWO-weeChavistas wer;es vegetables, and tree-fruit crops, 

'fh
e 

'obs in the gra pr~ading Because of this, California 
00 ) e was s . . , 

~5,o, influenc f It it was ImperatlVe to move on a~ v d Its I ders e t' 
all 'eSS ea 'bl The President was coopera lYe. 'bu

Sln 
pOSSI e. h h' f ~grt £ronts as. d a oung lawyer, Peter Nas , c Ie 

roaOY 
had appomte . lY Labor Relations Board, and in 

~'iJCOn th NatIOna '1 
I' I for e d a ainst the UFWA, III an unusua 
coun;~ of 1972 Nash ~oe::usegthe AFL-CIO had chart~red the 
Mar he declared that ., g the organization from Its status 
wa~; d Farm Workers, .ralsm that of a full-fledged union, the 
Dn

lte 
nizing committee to N h filed suit in federal 

n org
a 

d b the NLRA. as Th' I al 
as a was covere y, b tt against wineries. IS, eg f 
uFW A ck the UFW A S oyco., ed the hypocnsy 0 
court to blo 'nteresting because It displ.ay rved agn'business 

d run was 1 . long as It se th 
en . AdministratIOn; as . f nn labor under e 
the Nllwn Nixon opposed protect~~ :e used to bolster the 
interests hen such a move co . was attempted. But 
NLRA, but w 'nst unions the SWitch meally exempted 
farmers' fight tgal 

Farm workers were s:c Nixon efforts did 
the law was c ~r. suit was dropped, butwi~ its own versions 
from the ac~ T ~inistration cam\l that would outlaw 
not cease; e a anti-labor 
of the Farm Burea~trikes. . nominating conven
boycotts and harvest aring for therr . Chavez and the 

The Democrats, Pf rep plank SllPportiJl
1ook 

exception. Soh 
ft d a plat orm Teamsters'da speech, e 

tion, dra e f lettuce. The in a Flon union 
UFW A'S boycott 0 iculture Butz~sted by TeamS:

x 
by a 

did Secretary of tStuce was h~arked on each'
ed 

a "Re
said most of ~~act was clearlYbel that also earn 
crews and thiS Teamster la . . Teamster 
red-white-and~blu~ .. political plugpported N~O\ attention, 
elect the Pres1den 'fealJlSters ~ up by NIXon ts-for-NilWD 

No doubt so;~ons, P to a l)ernocra 

President Frank tributed $4.000 
personally con III 



fund, However it was un\1s\1al at that t ' 
agrihusiness spokesman Earl Blitz SUpporting line - to he 
lahor effort in hnning, L~lt~'r it b~'came obViousa:i; organize~ 
politically corrupt. most discredited president' I at the mOst 
tion in the histlw\' of this nation was in an alll~a adrninisha_ 

. , ance w'th scandal-ridden Te;ullsters U1UOn to help agribus' ,I the 
k ff f mess I'ld ' of a farm woren; e OIt to onn a democratic union, Itself 

Sinn' the Salinas lettuce growers' talks with the u 
heen discontinued in 1971 the Teamsters had ne FW\ had 
\cry £.~r hack in the wings, Technically they still ~~ld een 
contracts l'o\'ering lettuce workers on 170 farms b t hthe 

d b f ,Utese contracts ha not een en orced, Bill Grami Was aux ' 
{!l't back mto the field labor fight, As he pointed out l~uS to 
- f t1 T ' th W C ' 0,000 o 1e 400.000 eamster,s In ,e estern onference worked 
1Il agnbusmess-related Jobs, In the canneries, the produce 
. hed.. cold-storage plants, and freezers. Grami said h 
"'lUlted to organize field labor to protect the Teamster ~ 
Bank: strikes in the fields would disrupt the How of work t~ 
the Teamsters, 

During the P~opositi?n 22 campaign the Teamsters kept a 
low profile; while the Issue was so patently anti-labor even 
they had to oppose it, Western Conference boss Einar Mohn 
was careful to point out that their opposition in no way 
meant they were supporting Chavez. An uneasy truce 
pre\'lliJed, until after the election. The voter rejection of 
Pro~tion 2~ triggered the next step in the escalating 
co11Splfac)' agaInst the Chavez forces. Because of the unprec
edented F\\'A Victory - this was the first time farm workers 
had ever put together enough political power to beat their 
bo - agribusiness was pressured to take even more 
d perate steps to head off the Chavistas. Quietly, they 
turned once more to the Nixon Administration for help. 

n the surface, the American Farm Bureau Federation 
announced Teamster President Fitzsimmons would be the r:.n 

ipal peakeI' at its Los Angeles Convention on Decem-
1 • 1972 . The invitation had heen suggested to the Farm 

lkaI~u bv l'lldersecretary of Lahor Laurence Silberman. 
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Charles Colson, then a ~pecia~ counsel to the 
believes th deal together, usmg Silberman as a 

C)li/.~dez "t put 1 e who when he quit government went 
Sl e.· , Co son, , b 

pre tWeell, h t was given a $lOo,ooo-a-year retamer y 
go,b

e 
laW firm td

a 
nied the allegation: "We had absolutely 

, to a ters e " 
1(1 feams " th the strike. 
t\leth'''g to do WI d. "Colson was Nixon's hatchet man on 

b' ntere . 
(10 chavez coU C Ison did bring them together, he was one 

iolls. We, s~y rat~on officials who set up the meeting~ wi~ 1 the adm
ln1st 

u in Los Angeles; we say at that meetmg In 

o e farm Burea ut their thing together to destroy this 
tos Angeles th;Yt[at right after Fitzsimmons attended ~at 
union. We kn~onvention in Los Angeles they began ~ovmg 
Farm Burea~d nd signing up workers, and they tried to 
into the fie 'th

s 
a growers even before our contracts ex-

tiate WI 
neg

o 
" th" ning 

pire? ',' . ons billed his talk to ~e f~ers ; th: .::. At 
FltzSunm , "between his umon an ded 

f communicatlOnS h th Teamsters' president so~n 
o 'th speec e d 'busmess-times dunng e d lding the collecte agn 
like a tough ~abort ~1:b~~ ~i~es. But in the end he ~~~ 
men for then an 1- k d Chavez, the UFWA, ed 

b ' . He attac e fr d he propos an 
more 0 VIOUS. ailed the boycott a au 'b 'ness' then he 
supporters; he c 'zed labor and agn ~Sl that would 
alliance between orgam to support legislation. al Labor 

d the Farm Bureau . nder the Nation 
urge to regulation u 
subject agriculture The convention 
Relations Act. d to get the messa~e. AFSF oppositio~ 

The farmers seeme the long-standin~ turnaround, It 

delegates voted ~f ~~:~;peared to, be a :~J:me striD~ th:~ 
to the NLRA. Wbl e me reservations like "no strikes 

, d ·thout so hrases wasn t rna e WI h d to pet p e 
1 attac e conferenc 

were strong Y l was change. d the Western 0 anizing 
harvest." Even so, ;itzSiJnmons ~ ulture Workers rg er was 

Two days later it own Agrtc eel Ralph Cotn roit a 

leadership cr~t~~; organiZ~:ar and to~~y:=ds. At 
Committee. 'a1 valley area ~ the Coachella 
made Impeo Id staff to wor 

seven-man fie stU 



til(' time the (i F\\,' C(1ntl;lch "till had nearly fo 
' I I \ .\ til' 1110 th nlll hefolc tIe) l'''pm'( , on PI'! 15, 1973. Th T n S to 

made their IlIO\(' ql1il'th . "h~k Cotner begane to ealllstel'S 
()r~ani7atioll:tll'fl(1rt h\!.!l'Illl'l', BIll Crami made a d' P~t his 

' I I J t ' I S IVerslO mo\(' far to I It' nort I anu Wt's , 111 tIe aIinas Vall nary 
On 'anllan l-;ih, Crami and a spokesman foeY'h 

• • J I I fte It'ttll(,(' grn'\('r~ ;1I11l011IlCl'O t ley lad renegotiated the u 170 

l'ircd 197(\ It'thlt'l' t'ontracts. The Teamsters said th ne~'_ 
wndill(! t)rg.lllJlers into the fields to sign up the 30,0~0 ~ere 
\\'orJ..t'~ wlll1 the,' claimed were represented by thes eld 

: IT , d th e COn_ frat'I-, Ont't' agam, t Ie eamsteI s an e growers had th 
ear t ht'/t)rt' the horse. These were the same Workers the 
ali~JnlJa Sl1preme Court said preferred the United Fa e 

" ·orJ..t'L in 1970 • and there was no indication the work~~ 
had h:l.l1ged their minds; yet the Teamsters were going back 
into the fields to sign them up after the contracts had been 
i!!l1t>d. 

The news in Salinas covered Cotner's work in the Imperial 
"alley_ On January 24th, Cotner and three other Teamsters 
met for two hours with 25 growers in a motel banquet room, 
in Indio. to discuss what the Teamsters could do for the 
farmeL. Under the Teamsters, there would be no union 
hinng hall, growers would be free to use the crew boss-labor 
contractor ~ystem once more, be free to return to the 
tradjtjonallabor practices of agribusiness. Cotner warned the 
groWl' that Teamster contracts would force them to pay 
hIgher wa 'es and prOvide health and welfare fringe benefits, 
and he said the Teamsters would proVide worker Signatures 
to shon they represented the majority of the field laborers. 

t th time, Ray Huerta was in charge of the UFWA 

h Ila Valley hiring hall. He had 31 contracts to adminis
t r, \ ring approximately 6,500 dispatches a season. Dur
IIIg J nuar)', February, and March the pre-season work 
requIre only a few hundred workers in the valley. Huerta 

d "w h ard Cotner and his people were passing the 
lIh n but"e felt it was the packinghouse workers they 
nt nd "e ouldn't get involved, But then we saw It 
11m \ r mto the field and we hegan checking. Cesar 
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. and asked them what the prohlems 
h grOwers, k ' 

with t e. he hiring hall , but they were snea y, saymg 
met ,[hey said t k d out, and that they were going to stay ,"ere. ld be wor e 
V". scali " 
th~~ the VFWA . th 'a Teamster organizer told the Riverside 
'ilIon M.arch ~6 that the Teamsters were replacing the 

Enterpnse d that they had already signed 84 press ' on an b 
h vez-led um k force. Later the Teamsters egan to 

C ~ent of the ~or had signed their petitions. The UFWA 

per'm 4 103 wor ers a fraud that many of the signatures 
cial 

' 't' ns were, . 'd "Th 
id the pell 10 E te rise reporter Dick Lynels sal, . e 

sa e forged. Press h~ hrp 1 called the farm labor servIce 
wer 'd m Ig so th ' ' 

rnber dl see 'workers were there, at at time, m 
nu d 1 asked how ~any They estimated 1,200 to 1,500, ~et 
ath
n 

coachella Va ey
h· h d three times that number of slg-

e had told me e a 
Cotner . If f 

" th Teamsters 0 er 0 na~::~ unverified petitions b~~~~ th: public as well. Th~ 
nly to the growers, the UFW A aside, an 

proof n.ot 0 muscled right in, pushed~ t The war was on. 
big umon with the vineyar IS s', ve came out, 
Signed clontra~~er all of the details of ~~;~ein called the 
Months ater, b reporter Harry d the grape 
Los Angeles Times .l~ o~oth the lettuce fields ~:ry of trade 
Teamsters' }noves ~~ ~tOry that mak,es a ;~~zed the Teall!
vineyards . ~ so~~ The Nation maga~llle ~arm management s 
union traditIOns, . ly leap back llltO 
sters for their ungalfi .' inions _ writt~n 

d Bernstelll s op . . s editonal 
be . angered by d the NatIon hich 

Fitzsimmons, azine - an . uestion of w d 
for the progr;ss~:d 0;;; move: 'l\~S a~hi~ve ec~~om~:nt 
comment, de e~ers feel th~y nee aining. What IS.~ 
union farm wor h collective barg rkers involved. mained 
job dignity tsr~~J wishes 0pf ~d;~ George ~da:~v~~ agreed 
are the nee all AFL-CIO re 'tzsiI11mons a Meany was 

Through it th' ough he and FI the fields. ~utf llowers; be 
I asas ,over d hiS 0 dthe 

silent. t w h d jurisdiCtl°ili g Chavez ar; Meany foun 
the uFW A :1 understan n but private Y 
having troU e rted the UFWA, 

publicly suppa i93 



(arm worker fights nOls\ , hollll'rs011ll' affairs, 1J I 
I ' . I ' . . • ~e lad b angered hv Ian" S "nte 1 III posItion on the N een 

the llFWA ':, unilateral Il(l\cott action against lIe~bnlA .and by 
. I'k " t d em 'l'h t ' F\\,\ didn t act J e a lIIIIOI1, I ~ SCcon ary boycott . t . e 

against entIn' supermarket chams put pressure on tachcs 
AFI.-CIO unHltls. other 

The pn,sIITl'S that had moved Fitzsimmons to back 
(r(lm the Ig-(}--l fi~ht were clearly absent in 1973 ~. aWay , , .... . lVlean ' 
IOlla .llcnee not only encouraged the Teamsters I't . y s 

" . . , raised 
s01Ilt' serious questIOns for the UFW A. Why the tight Ii 
low protill'') Did ~Iean)' intend to abandon Chavez an~ ~h~ 
fann " -orkers ') 

The official answer, as relayed by AFL-CIO publicist Al Z k 
1 "N" ac earl\' in Fe lmarY, was a terse: 0 comment. 

Sill Kircher ~"ould only explain, "When they were an 
oJ1!anizing committee we had a direct responsibility, but that 
relationship ceased when they got their charter. They are 
now a fulh' autonomous union. " 

The \\'~rds sounded strange - and strained - coming 
from a man who for years commuted between his Washing
ton, D.C.. office and the Delano grape Vineyards in an effort 
to help the farm workers organize and fend off the periodic 
Team ter raids. Asked if the federation was still contributing 
the 10,000 a month to the UFWA, Kircher said, "No. We can 
only ubsidize organizing committees." 

\\11en asked why the AFL-CIO was issuing no statements 
protesting the Teamster move back into the fields, Kircher 

ld, "rou1J have to ask the president that question." 
I any would not comment. At the time neither he nor the 

FV;IO e ecutive council knew anything about the Team
t l'S plans to move in behind the UFW A Vineyard contracts; 

th foo ration leader felt an accommodation was still 
po 'J 1 io the lettuce dispute, but they were in no big hurry 
t P~lt th piece back together again because, as one AFL-CIO 

ffi ial e~ressed it: "Cesar Chavez is not the world's greatest 
t UllI 0 leader. He never asks us for advice, he goes on 

n. . .. 1eany and Fitz imrnons had the farm worker 
t put t th r and Crazy Cesar hlew it apart with a 
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Bud Antle ... . (he1 clearly could have reh on light rna " 
cll(ld~e tie alone . . d' the UFW A had little inkling of what the 
leftJ!; ;n Chavez an to in the Coachella Valley during the first 

~sters were up Chavez explained, "Our contracts were 
'fell rnonths of 19

h
73d· to get ready for the negotiations. I went 

tWa d we a . h 11 . L iring an lk d to every grower m Coac e a, m amant, 
eJ{Pund and tao eD 1 no 1 told them I thought it would be a lira rlO ea. . 

ery growe 'ded one farmer paymg 10 cents more 
eV 'f we aVOI 'd t ad idea 1 'd we wanted an industry-WI e contrac . 
gth° an another. 1 sal d we began to pick up information that 

ent aroun , b k ' th "As we w . g to become an issue. Way ac m e 
the hiring hall was go:~ were warning us, we had an idea 0is 
middle of 1972 peop G wers would tell us they were havmg 
was going to happen h '. . ro h II but they would always tell me 

ith the mng a , . " 
problems w rkers wanted our umon. . 
that they knew the wo Chavez was also meeting 

During January and February, .. them as they elected 
'th the ranch committees, Sup~fVlsmThg I'S committee worked 

WI .. ommlttee. I d 
delegates to a ne~OtlatlOg c 'de contract proposal and e 1cte 
through a UFW A lOd~st~y-wl Chavez said a tot~ 0 300 

a lo-member negotlatlOg. team. rocess. By the tun~ the 

workers were invol~:~e~nin ~~e ~arch the dun~n ~:!~:~aj 
contract talks wer~ s .tion that expresse e 
a solid industry-wide POSI anted us to 

the grape w~rdk~~~he first meeting we had th~~ ;ve uS their 
Chavez sal, . t them and they wo th m but Jerry 

h I thlOg 0 ' 'd 't trust e , give the woe al Dolores di n 
entire counter propOs . got to lose?' uld look at the 
and 1 said 'What have:: ot. They never w~bout the hiring 

"But that's as far as gf om them is talk here and see 
al 11 we got r .. hall over or 

whole propOs k' a let's leave the hJf1~gt they would go t~O 't 
hall. I said, '0 ay, n other things, .. u hall ... but 1 ~n 
how far we can get 0 eturn to the h1nnalg thing is they ha to 

d then r ? The re they were 
three steps an. ou knoW Th had a plan, d it as It, Y . ey . e to 0 • 
think that w they were d~lng. d this was the tiJ1l old rather 
justify what rid of the UJllO~ an hall. Well, we wo 
going to get joint hinng 
We talked about a 195 



/1"\ 'C our 0\\ Jl hiring hall. not a joint hiritw h'11\ I ' 
" - 1 · b ' , ) \1 Itt w calculated risk th,\( \\l' (nn". "e asked for a J'oint I " as a 

. I .. ltrtng h hilt t/1('\' dldn ( 1\1\ I( alI, 
\. the Ilc<Toh,\( II1IlS failed to move off cent J ~ b er 

grml('r\ fmlll Coadll'lIa: ',\ rvill: at~d . Delano began to ' u~r~pe 
<111< ,(lOll \\ hlt'h 11111011 1t',\lIy 'ep'esented the farm P hcly 
On \ plil nth nand Smith, an Indio attorney reprWork~rs, 
CO;lchdla gnm t'r~. said ,that lIntil tl~e jurisdictional is:~;~~g 
fl',\oh'('d h(' \\ as not gomg to contmue the negotiatio ' s 
~"'apJ.lJl. I.~hor ,:e1ations mal~ for some Arvin-Delano gr~e~ 
lo/It>\\ ('d ~JIltth s lead. The I cst of the growers then Withd ' 

I ' . . C h d Ch rew to rC;l"t"~ t leu' pOSlh?ns. .0 en. an avez stormed aUt. 

})Im Cllunarra, Jr.. m an mterVlew nearly a year after h' 
ll,ooo-acre company had signed with the Teamsters, sai~s 
"TIlere \\as no need for a hiring hall. The union claimed it 
needed it to do away with the labor contractor, but that is 
jll~t a baloney argument." 

When asked about the jOint hiring hall proposals, Giumarra 
became irritated, arrogant: "What the hell is a jOint hiring 
hall? It was never defined in Coachella .... [The] pOint is 
"hy i a hiring hall needed? For what purpose ... " 

John Km'acevich was easier to talk to, more candid in his 
n \'ers; he made it clear the hiring hall and the shift of 

power from the employer to the union were the issues 
concemmg him. The dissolution of the old paternalistic 
) tern bothered him, and his feelings came out in comments 

like "Before we had the union the kids could come out on 
" kend and Cllt a few strings for dad, cut canes and rake 
th Ill. help their father and increase his income 30 to 40 
l)Cr('cnt. l nder the union contract they could not come into 
th field." 

I mpha lzed the income percentages to make a point; the 
fann worker husband historically has depended upon the 
" r!..: of hi WIfe and his children to make enough for th.e 
f Iluh to urvh·e. The farmers see the system in thIS 
t dlb nal lite t and when thcy talk to their workers they 

II tilll do hear fathers cOlTlpl~in thc UFWA hiring hall has 
dL~nlpted fanul) "or!..: patterns. The Teamsters' offer to 
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b .. labor contractor system was 
d eW osS- h k I the 01 cr nd to those migrants w 0 wor et 

rtl to he growers, a 
re

tll 
'ye to t II d f 

attract\ groupS, oved into Coachella, Chavez ca.e ~r 
in faJl'lI ~ Teamsters m Chris Hartmire bega~ ~nngmg m 

;.s th om the clergy, Monsignor George Hlggms headed 
help fr ers and supplIes, n and labor leaders who went mto 
volunte up of 25 chur~~e take an informal poll among the 
liP a gro on April 10 0 s lit up and contacted 
the vines Higgins said th~ gr;.~~s' ~he poll revealed 795 
workers. in 31 different oca I referred the Teamsters, and 
workers f rred the UFW A, 80 P " 'd "It is clear to k pre e ' t 11 Hlggms sal , 
wor e;~ers wanted no U~lO,n a ~ 'the farm workers in the 
18 wO the great maJonty 0 t d by Cesar Chavez 
US th

at
n Valley want to be repr,esen ~ n of the Teamsters' 

Coache a d they resent the lIltruSlO 
d the UFWA an 

an , " ' into the arms of the 
unton, growers' ObVlOUS run he sent Kircher 

The gralI~ally provoked George Mean:~ith Chavez, and 
Te~mste~s to California to stand ~nc~ m~~_CIO organizers, On 
flylllg OU ht with him 25 trallle A xpired, Chavez 
Kircher broug d ys before the contracts e rkers jammed 
April 13

th, .two a and more than 1:00~ wo overwhelm
called a stnke rlalll~'gh school audito~1Um, they grape grower 
'nto the Coache a 1 trike agamst any 
I d 0 out on s 
ingly vote to g tact . funds to the 
signing a Teamst~r con ~ million of the"uFWAeS assistanCe we 

Chavez committed $ was pledging all thd the Teamster 
B April 18 Meany Meany foun 1 union 

fight, Y "f the AFL-CIO, "Th are clear y . d 
can provide rom " He said, ey, out the Untte 
actions "disgrace~~ed campaigndto ~t:'e strikebre~l<i~; 
busting in a cO~hiS is the most es~ in my lifetime III 
Farm Workers, " 1 have ever see b 

b t ' g actiVity d slater Y union- us 1ll t " rt a few ay 'al 
trade unio~ ~~~e:;~i~ pledge o~:r~hr; was le~:eg~:r;e 

Meany a federation mem the UFWA stTl 11 lanned 
announcing the, $1.6 million for ll_financed. we -~d frodl 
assessment to, Tlusbe arne the first ~ trikers were pal 

II tnke ec 'ry IUe s Coache a s bellion in hlSto . 
farm worker re Jf1I 



$35 to $75 a wed. for picket linc duty, and th I 
legal staff behind them" ith the ahility to bai? i~kd a stroll 
jail. Pets Out 01 

Chan'? t''\plalllt'd the heart of his strike strate ." 
the ~taff the gCllt'ral polides, then give them th gyf' We give 

h :i '.. Ide reed make tel t'CISIOIlS on t le spot. An remember II th orn to 
that \\t' arc doing may change from day to da~.aWe e things 
Ill' flt',\ihIe. ',"e have to be able to react. It is much ?ave to 
hlY,UN' we have the farm worker leadership an: asler now 
,,-ith tht' r;Ulch committees and we pool our ideas 0 ~e rneet 
should conduct the strike." n ow We 

Chaq·z and Cohen were casting about for iss 
tlKtiCS that would project the strike out into the ues

t
. and 

[. d h na lonal ar('na . ~ ('any s anger ~n support e~ped, but they neede 
~JlJ('thll1g more explOSive, more emotional. From the b . d 
ning. the courts an~ law enf~rceme?t . ~fficials had been :~~~ 
hy !!Cowers to restnct the strike activIties through the us f 
an extraordinary civil injunctive procedure. The ju; 0 

\\"ou~d limit the number of pic.kets the union could place a~J 
re -met the use of sound amplifiers and then order the sheriff 
to enforce this civil injunction. 

In most civil actions a judge would not make such an 
order. Kormally when he restrains or enjoins litigants from 
further action in a controversy a judge enforces the order 
himself, by citing the parties back into court if one or 
the other violates his order . However, there is an obscure 
~e section that allows the judge to assign enforcement of 
cni! orders to the sheriff, if extraordinary circumstances 
pre"ail. 

'. h~n ar~ed the judges had erred both by issuing the 
InJunctIOns that limited or prevented strikers from assembling 
n a public roadway and speaking freely _ through voice 

amJ.>hfiers - and hy sending lawmen out to enforce these 
I ".dgment of the workers' constitutional rights. Cohen 
d"lsed ha\'ez the union had a strong legal position to back 

up an m exercise in civil disobedience the UFWA might 
t again t the court orders. 

plained, "In California you have two ways to test a 
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. 1 issue like this; you can appeal to a higher court, 
coostitut~na a long time, or you have the right to violate the 
which tad eS and raise your defense. See, in California the 
court or e.r late the court order in a case like this is not 
right. ~ ~l~S explicit. The California Supreme Court has held 
irIlplie , dally where First Amendment rights are con
that, Jsp~e people have the right to violate such orders 
cerne , t wait for court processes would finesse them 
because 0 . l' h " d their constitutlOna ng ts. 
aroun d the strikers liked the idea. It was decided that 

c havez an f th . . . ckets were enjoined rom ga enng or usmg 
wherev:r ur ment, they would purposely violate the. court 
sound Cqh P id "First we tried it in Coachella. Duong the 

der 0 en sa , . b d 
or . k f the strike the injunctions were Just as a as 
first wee 01 e the 'udge had us down to one picket every 
anywhere e s , lthin like that, the same crap. So we 
300 yadrd~ 0; ~~~d ~e judge reversed himself, aft~r . wed 
violate e a s notice we had unllimte 
argued the case. He .gave u e road we had two pickets at 

Picketing on the other slde of th th ;e of the bullhorns and 
nd he gave us e u d If . 

each entrance, a t made for a pretty damne e ectiVe 
access to the camps. ~a 'd County. In Kern and Tulare 
strike. But that was RlVerS1 e trictive. .. and the cops 
counties the judges just.~ot more res . 
began to pound on us. . trikes were violent. The strikers, 

The Coachella and &:m s the year before, were 
like those at White River F~;' UFWA contracts and had 
workers who had been cter~y the Teamsters. TheY

h 
~: 

seen those contracts sto en th Mexican border was da Th 
bitter. As farm labor fr°:m.~il and tension mO?~~r~aker: 
into the stt:ike are~ ~e ards" to protect th~~:lar young 
Teamsters lmpor:e E:ese guards - huge, Hell's Angels 

k · 'n the vmes. l'k xtras from a th wor mg I d and acted 1 e e . " to oppose e 
men who dresse "counter picket hnes ards _ 30 bigger, 
movie - set up ial squad of these r hair and scruffy 
huelgistas. A s)ec king creatures with ~~ed with clubs, 
beefier, meane;- ~°the back roads by true , 
b ards - trave e e . ons 
chains, and tire 1r· _ 



These were the gms ( hml'l, called "goons," 
the\ ' spotted a l ' F\\' \ pickl't. line they would jump o~henever 
tmck and try to ,scare the pickets; they would grunt anof their 
and paw the ground. thl'\ draK~l'd effigies of Chav d snort 
to stomp on. The stri~l'rs \\,l'~'l' intimidated, but th:; ~;~und 
~,·c up, Smfilrers Pmon president Paul Hall sent a pI not 
~f his bu'" hlH sailors out to Coachella and he oll'aneload 

. k f TId Jcered t han' tllt'lll hre:l ' a ew eamster lea s and legs. Bail 0 

tOt",h talklllg ~l\' " ho uses four-letter words in combl' " a " , , . nahon 
seldom heard. had led his sailors against the Teamst ' s 
other fiohts ilnd "whipped the shit out of them You ers In 

~ d . I th ' th . gotta hreak those bas tar s egs, at s e only thing they und 
..] .. er-stallll. 

Chawz rejected the offer. He explained, "They Wo Id 
ha\e nm the Teamsters out of town, they've done it befo~ 
III Puerto Rico and Chicago. The sailors have taken the, 
Tt'allUers on in violent confrontations and they have bea~ 
UWIIl. ,\fa\'be we would have won the strike that way, but We 
would ha\'e lost a lot too. We don 't want to do it that way 
\~'e would find it very ,hard to have been a part of something 
hke that. See, every time the Teamsters beat up one of Our 
guy they lose. Sure we are concerned about the guy who was 
beaten. but we are not frightened. The whole idea of 
illom;olence is you are not afraid, if you become afraid you 
tart doing things you are not supposed to do . . . violence is 

a trap. We convert farm workers to nonviolence and they can 
"hat happens, they can see our strength ... " 

loho Ba~k, a Catholic priest who acted as the UFWA press 
lia n dunng the Coachella strikes, gave an example of how 
the lIDlon tactics worked. He said one morning early he drove 
ut t? a picket line and watched a young UFWA striker 
tandlOg on top of a car, using a bullliorn to make her words 

rea h lOto t11e vine , where the strikebreakers were at work. 
h lied: "Rememher when we were all in the union and 

to shout, 'V,m Chat;ezl' Is there anyone in there who 
ut T.w Chatez'P" 

\\ man crew bo stood tip and shouted back "Aba;o 
1(](].\\11 \\ lthJ Chat'ez!" , 
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tly workers aU over the fields stood up "Instan . 
1< said, . ezl Viva Chavez! The Teamster guards 

e~n 'ViVCL Ch.av positions facing our pickets and ordered 
ye1hn~ from their back to work. But they kept shouting 'Vim 
rJsb

e 
orkers to go worker left the grape field to join the 

the we~;!' and ever~e young Chicana put down her mega
C!l~~t line .. d down from the car roof, and said softly, "Si se 
piC clirn be . 1" 
bone, W can do It . . 

P des, [ e ntered UFWA picketing with terror 
Pue sters cou h ld 

""he Tea~, " began pounding on anyone t ey cou 
l Th goons " , 
ties. e Bank and a reporter were sitting m a taC fternoon f th 
tch One a t d by the Teamsters. A dozen 0 e 

~:sta~rant, freq,,:ent ~ame waltzing into the place, and, when 
Teamsters heaVies r s otted Bank, they started ~o playa 
the 300-pound le;d~icJte Bank was their target. Fmally ~e 

tesque game 0 n . from Bank laughed at him, gro sat down across , 
300-pounder fi h d into the priest's face. " 
th wung a st ar ompletely. 

en sk 'd "It shattered my nose c
b 

t n the Teamsters 
Ban sal , 'lashes e wee 
There were several mthmor c June 8 members of ~dle tw°

f A ickets; en on in the mid e ° 
an~ the u; he~d-on in a pitched b~tt41~ Riverside County 
uOiOns m t of Mecca. It too t break up the 
High,:ay . 19J"C~:fornia Highway patr~genan~ shoving, thde 
deputIes an made. The pus I ed u here an 
fight. No arrests we~e throwing of rocks:~ ng/the strike
swinging of fists, an . k ts massed to c

sh 
~a did not have 

th FWA pIC e ty efUJ .' a 
there as e U th R'verside Coun uld mallltalll 
breakers. Because rte or~ers, his deS:te:rr:ting bo~ u~ 
to enforce the co~ were even han • aught violatiIlg 
neutral position; t eYbers whom they c . kets 

t r mem yWA pIC 
and Teams e about SOO U Labor 
criminal laws. . st before d:n'Ruth Young Far;e farm 

On June l~. )~n front of ~ed by the ~o~n~ties; some 
began gathenng ar IndiO opera iXed in thell' oY

d 
the UyWA 

Center. a c~p~: caJOp were:s worked be~ of a c~ 
workers inSide athiZers. °odthed under the No one was III 

A syrnp .. ~l rober. were UFW A borob -I" a UyWA roe 
strike lines. SaIltiago Serana, 
belonging to 301 



the car at thl' t illle hilt the t''\plo~ion sent rip )ie 
anger throllgh the PI(,J..~'ts . I s of fear and 

Tl'alll,t~'r counter PIl'J..l'ts, led by Bill Gra . 
I ' h ml, arr ' confront t Il' l n\ \ . S~mll'onc t rew a rock. It hi IVee! to 

p;lancing hltm lm tl~~' forel~,cad, st~ggering him. t Crarni a 
SOllleone yelled, C ranlI s shot. 
D.l/ed from the hlow, blood nmning from his heae! 

"a~ taken to a car and rushed to a doctor's offi ' Crarni 
Prt'~,' International flashed a report: Grami had ~e . United 
When f,lds were checked, the report was corrected e~~ shot. 
dl'~uties said Grami had been hit by a rock and was' note~ffs 
~noo~,. ~ 

On JUBe 21 two Teamsters organizers were arrest d b 
Rlyerside deputies on assault charges and for kidna e y 
attempted murder. Captain Cois Byrd of the sheriff} ffind 
~jd the Teamsters had abducted a worker; mistaking hi~ f~~ 
a member of the UFWA, they had stabbed him six times 'th 
an icepick and then beat him. The victim survived. On ~Ine 
:.:!3 the GFW A set 400 pickets around an asparagus field 

utheast of Thermal; 180 counter pickets were brought in b 
the Teamsters. y 

Captain Byrd said one of the Teamsters threw a fire
cracker. "It seemed to be the Signal; they charged into the 
l 'nited Farm Workers when that cracker exploded." 

The Teamsters, armed with chains, clubs, and tire irons, 
worked their way through the strikers; 25 or 30 people, most 
of them UFWA strikers, were injured before lawmen could 
quell the riot and arrest six Teamsters and five UFWA pickets. 
~eamst~~ area supervisor Ralph Cotner told reporters his 
. guard had intercepted the UFW A pickets as they moved 
l~to the field to beat up the asparagus workers. Captain Byrd 
disagreed. He said it was obvious the Teamsters planned the 
attack and the firecracker was the signal for the charge. 

One Tea~ster became digusted with such tactics. He told 
reporter Dick Lyneis that Cotner was the man who was 

pon ible f~r ordering the violence. Cotner denied the 
harg . C~I told Lyneis that he had issued orders against 

th u of VIolence, adding, "I can't understand the confusion 
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, out my orders. Maybe I just ,don't want to helieve 
'0 carl),lllg t ' ons for violence were gIVen contrary to my 
I 'IlStruc I 
that I " 

orders"d ne the violence had spread north, to the Arvin 
13y, mili~~an Joaquin Valley. Pablo Espinosa, area supervi

area III the uFW A, said, "The goons came here and, they beat 
sor for t of our strikers. One day one of our pickets was 
the ~en ~u the speaker and the goons came along in a car, got 
talldllg X of them just walked up and jerked the cord out, 
out, all de;: microphone, pulled and tried to break it. For the 
grabbe u with the complexion of brown was a target. 
goollS anylg ~ere really frightened. Those guys were ugly. 
Our peop e lik " were huskies. They looked e a gang. 
They 8th a large group of Teamster guards charged 

On June 2 . h A' . k t around the John KovaceVich ranc , near rvm, 
illtO pIC e s on another ranch at the time of the 
Espinosa, who was

th 
"When I came up the people 

. 'd t rushed to e scene, d ' 
mCI en '. d there is blood on the street. I on t see 
were all crymg an , ounds can beat the hell out of a 
how a guy who weighs 300 P ld He Quan Hernandez] 
little guy . . . a man 60 years 0 The fractured his cheek 
didn't even try to pu~ up a d~ens~'ru .Je sheriff made an 
bone and he was III the ?SPI . ber which one hit him 

. b J ouldn t remem t investigatIOn, ut ua~ c lik an explosion and he wen 
in the face because It was e 
black." arrested by Kern County 

Twenty-five. Teamsters ~:;~ting public,ity - coming ~~ 
sheriff's deputies, and the r tactiCS - forced 

t 
f the stories of other terro d But this did not stop 

op 0 . d their terror squa . h Visalia to 
Teamsters to dlsban F m Bakersfield throug th three 
the picket line viol.e~~~eg~~ to fill as dep~es ~~o~onta
Fresno the county Jal the huelgistas. T~O 0 en made mass 
counties con~ront~~ttleS as club-swingIng l~~e:s the farm 
tions turned Illto . 0 theory was at .w th~ Teamsters, as 
arrests. The. dO:~e growers signed With FW A set out picket 
contracts explTe into the vines the, ~ tions and the 
the Teamsters cam~ ed restrictive InJunc furnaces in 

1
. the judges ISSU t 'fhe jails hecame 
mes, d mass arres s. 

lawmen starte 303 



"hirh the ~tccl hackhllllt' of tIlt' UF,," ,\ was forged, Ou 
turmoil a ne\\' .lttitmk hegan In l'IllCr!!;C; by going to ~ ~f the 
people found a lit'\\' llltlghlll'SS, a new will to d~all the 
estahlished order, fy the 

Enll',to I l1cdo descrihed leading 289 huelgist~ t " 
Tulare <. \1\l11t", and in the process his own attitude h,lall in 
depth (If kdj;l~. l'1l1phasi~ed ,what was l:appening ~itb~no~n 
1ll0H'lllent. L(ll'cdo and IllS pIcket captams kept their he 
goinc:, e'l'll aftt>r yley had been locked up, He expl~::st 
" \\ i' k;lrned that If you stop up the water and then flush t~' 
toilet the pIpes empty and you can talk from one flo e 

, 11 d' tl b or to Hot her. The ,,,omen were 111 ce S }fec y a ove us On th 
nl'~t floor up, so we coordinated what we were doing, We 
\\ l re mttling and hollering 'Viva Chavez! Viva la Huelga~' 
) u l-..'lO\\", and singing songs, and the jailer tells us to stop, 
They ked me to stop the others, they say that if we don't 
,lOP they \\;11 put us in the hole, 

"I tell them, 'You can kill us, if you want to. You are not 
!!om!! to -care us anymore. We know what we are here for, so 
that ~ it. You do what you have to do. And we will do what 
we h \'e to do. Okay? If we are doing something wrong and 
\Oll want to do something about it, don't tell me about it. Just 
do It.' .. 

from pril through August, lawmen arrested 3,500 men, 
women, and children. Among the strikers were dozens of 

tholi prim,. nuns, Protestant clergymen, and volunteers 
to IA Cau a who went willingly to jail, with the farm 
"rk . Commenting on the thousands of workers who wer,e 
J iled. ha\'ez said, "We built a perpetual strike. It s 

III Zlll • In the beginning they were afraid of anyone who 
\ n lIlentioned the word strike, but this summer they voted 

t to j il. We told them it was hard in jail, that they would 
t , rd the rest of their lives . . . they went to jail and 

1'\\ rd the) got out and they started talking about it. It 
m n to hear mothers and grandmothers talking about 
th \ had been in lail, to see them hold up their c1e~che~ 

d ,th)' were no longer afraid. That is the kmd 0 

C'OImnutJ nt \ u annot d troy," 

strikers, the Teamsters, and the table-grape 
While th: head-on in the Coachella and Arvin harvests, the 

rowers rn~ oint council 38 hegan a flanking movement 
\eflj'l1sters t1. in the San Joaquin Valley, in Merced and 
f rther nor , s The target was the farm land operated by E. 
;resno co~nt~ineries, Gano has its headquarters in Modesto 
and J, Gal ~ s one third of all the wine consumed in the 
and it pro uceThe company buys and crushes 25 percent of 
united States. s grown in California, in addition to farming 
the wine g~!=cres of vineyards, Gallo also has 1,500 acres of 
its own 3,5 00 acres of general farm land, 
flpples andl~'farming operations - employing, 150 permanent 

'the Gal d u to 600 seasonal workers dunng th~ harvests 
workers an p d UFWA contract since 1967, Pnor to the 
_ had been un er WA contract in mid-April, UFWA negotia
expiration of the "\J":ith the co~pany, But little was accom
tors opene~ talthks two months of negotiations, and talks wethre 

lished dunng e th notified the UFWA that e 
broken off. The cO~l?any enresent a majority of the C~lo 
'teamsters were clalmmg to r~~ contract talks were bemg 
workers and that Teamster-t ou~ on strike, on June 21th~ 
scheduled. The uFW A wen icket lines and led a pro es 
Chavez personally walked the Prters crowded into the ~all 

11 
' which 300 uFW A suppo '1'\. 'r protest availed em 

ra y 1D th' anger. l11el 
d ' ' to vent elf au ltonum d Jim Smith 
th' g egotiated, an , h AI 

no m, contract was n h d worked Wit 
A Gallo-Tea~ster the same man who a 'to the 'tulare 

of Joint Councl1 38 - Teamster joint move ~~rs ratified the 
Green in the old AWOC- rted the Gallo ,;r Ernest Callo, 
County citruS crop - rt~~ear later 1 t~k ~o asking him to 
new contract 158 t~\ny's board of director, 'th 
chairman of the CO thPe controversY'h z to be a man WI 

1· ht on Cave d person-
shed some 19 "w knew Cesar , in high regar " nd 

Gallo said,. e and we held hun labor unionization, ~. . 
honorable rnotl:1~ays favored fa:arted his move~~;~u\tieS 
ally We have d when Chavez untered many I . r hte h enco " 
we were de 19know that he. as his young union. 
(But,1 we al~O I in developing 
administrative y 305 



Ernest Gallo and his hrother, Julio, have e 
tions for their a~grl'ssin" competitive mana arned reput 
ha\ grown into tilt:' nation's largest most p gement of wh a· 
Ernest Gallo is a man of taste, a 'man of ~wtehrfu.l Winery at 

d 
1 • d " d ' u onty h . 

us: to . ma"l.ng .eclslOlls a~ giving orders. Aft ; e is 
JllInute Illtern ew . It was obVIOUS he was a man wh

r 
a 40. 

prefer to deal with men who also make d '. 0 WOuld 
I I

· . d eCISlons h 
have t Ie aut lOnty to Issue or ers and get things d , W 0 

iug \nth a committee of farm workers was not ~~ei Deal. 
efficlenc, '. dea of 

Yet a 'committee of farm workers is what Gallo d 
the other farmers, had to contend with once they ~i ~ed allof 
the UWA. They found that Chavez discouraged diregct Ulth 
hI office by either the farmers or the farm work ca s to 
farmers had to deal with their own workers. Gallo edr~'d The 

d dCh 
' th · . I not 

un erstan avez s eones on umon democracy· h' 
fanner-businessman-vintner felt the hiring hall staff h~d t IS 
been trained well, that too often those in power had b not 
capricious, arbitrary, vindictive, inefficient. He said, "Th~~~ 
was never enough supervision, and leaving it up to the ranch 
committee was entirely impractical." 

The contract expired. The switch was made to the 
Teamsters and the UFWA started a major boycott effort 
a~ain~~ all Gallo. wines, but most especially those "pop 
\nnes - the fruit-flavored, low-alcohol, cheap wines - so 
popular \\ith young people. Gallo responded: "Because we 
have honored and respected the wishes of our farm workers 
!o ~~n~e unions, we have been caught in the middle of a 
JunsdlCtional dispute between two unions. This in turn has 
ubjectoo us to vilification and character assassination." 

But there was an absolute difference of opinion over just 
who was and who was not a Gallo worker. At the time of the 
stri~e the l :F\\'A had objected to the Gallo company's eviction 
of {I families from company-owned housing. These were 
[t.-w members who had worked on the Gallo ranch and who 
h d gone out on trike when no contract agreement was 

ched. lthough Calla did not remember the number was 
71 - h thought it was ahout half that number - be 
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d the striking workers had been put off Gallo 
ck(lowledlge xplained that all striking workers had been 

3 d Cal o e th'f h d'd' 13(1 ' b telegram at I t ey I n t return to work 
(\otifie~ tJ they would be discharged from the payroll and 
itrlroedlda bY crews that would work. The strikers stayed out; 

P
lace y h' d re crews were Ire . 

the (lew d Gallo if the striking workers had been allowed to 
1 aske the Teamster contract ratification. He said "no." 

vote on workers on the job at the time, only the 
O~ly tho~ rs had Signed Teamster authorization cards and 
stn~ebre~: ~ontract. There is great irony in this; if the 
rat~e~al Labor Relations Act had covered farm labor the 
NatJo Id not have raided Gallo. The NLRA protects 
Teamst~t cO~orkers in their efforts to economically force 
the stn nt k to the bargaining table. If the Gallo workers 
eropl~ye;s ac . hed to switch to the Teamsters union, u~der 
had, m act, WI~ they could have petitioned the National 
the NLRA pro~e u~s d for a decertification election. The 
Labor RelatlO~S oa~act that both Ernest Gallo and the 
irony comes 111 the . 1 d' farm workers under the 
Teamsters publicly favor mc; I~;ntinues to oppose such a 
NLRA. It is Cesar Chavez w 0 

legislative move. r e Meany problems be-
The Gallo boycott caused Ceo ~th other unions; the old 

cause the company had contrac~e~e the jurisdictional fight 
federation president wa~ted t~ll during the Coachella a.nd 

and get on to other thmgs. d J Keenan were keepmg 
. b th Kircher an oe K an was also 

Arvin stnkes 0 what was happening. ee~ 'sdictional 
Meany informed .th°nE' ar Mohn on getting the Junt·ngs they 

k WI 10 I!~' ary mee I , 
trying to wor . After some prell1u1n d to disengage: 
talks started again. bviouS both sides wantf heat from the 
succeeded. It was ;ersonally taking a ~ot Onion leader was 
Fitzsimmons was h's image as a tra e ~ e ards. Chavez 
Catholic chur~; t~rror tactics in the ;; ~e businesS of 
tarnished by 1 e nt so he could get b:

c
lla °strikes had not 

wanted a sett erne orkers; the Coac e strength that he 
organizing far; fi:tive statement ~ un:~able to drive the 
produced the e d his union had een 
had hoped for, an 30'7 

\ 

\ 



·. f m tht' fidd~ t hrnn~h ('('onomie pressure Teamstel s ro on the 
"ro\\'ers. A I d th 
t> \ t 1 III C)ncae;o, " eany announce at a b . 

On J U~I" ' ) I H 'd tl aSIS 
, 'Ilt h'ld bcell rcae H'( . e Sal lat when he 

for ag-rct'lIlt . .' D C h f l ' and 
F

. ~ 1 )I1S mt't in \\ ashll1gton, . ., t e o lowmg Frid 

I 
Itl.SJlIll)1 it inn' in his hand a letter Signed by Cha ay, 

1t' \I tlll { . 1 . . Vez 
authori7.ing ~lelUl~' to personally ar )ltrate any ~Is~greement 
that lIlight mise out of ~ U~A-Teamster. Junsdictional 
agTt'ctllt'nt. ~[elUly was ~~Ith~lg ~IS own reputatIon on the line 
. ld he told reporters, ThIS kIlls whatever arguments th 
.11 Ch , . 'b 'l' " e Tt'aJIIste~ haye about avez s lrresponSI I Ity. 

Fitl~inllllOIlS seemed to agree with Meany that a basis for 
an .lg-reement had been reached ; he ordered all Teamster 
(lr~aJ;izjllg halted while Mohn and Chavez personally worked 
out the final jurisdictional language in a series of meetings in 
the " 'e.tem Conference headquarters in Burlingame. Jerry 
Cohen was \\i tIl Chavez at the first negotiations. He said, "It 
\\~ kind of weird, the Teamsters had pledged - Fitzsim
mons had promised Meany - that they would not sign any 
more weetIleart contracts, that they would hold with the 
.tatu: quo. On tIle basis of tIlat pledge, Meany had asked 
Ce5aI if we wouldn 't meet with the Western Conference, 
because tIlere was a chance to settle it. 

,,~ we went up on August 9 and we met with Mohn, 
ndrade, Grami, and AI Brundage, their attorney; and AI 

Wall and Joe Keenan from the AFL-e lO were there. After the 
first meeting, ~lohn talks to Woll, who comes up to our room 
and tells us lohn has said a mistake has been made, the 
T III te have mi takenly Signed 29 contracts with Delano 
gro\\ 

.. esar and I b ur t out laughing. Woll could not under
~1alld why wc'd tarted laughing. He looked at us and said, 
\\11at the hell i funnv? We've been double crossed.' We 

kt;d him what the hell he expected from the Teamsters. 
\\ d been throu,h thi so many times before, we weren't 

rpn . \\' just took off, Ce 'ar hlasted the hell out of 
m nd \\ I ft. How th hell can vou negotiate with guys 
t t" ' 

been Jim S~ith of JOint Council 38 w~o had heen 

It had 1 nO workm~ on the growers. Craml said that he 
'n De a . 1 S . h . 

down 1 lly inslructeu mit not to sign the contracts, hut 
rsona .... 1· B h M h had pe ad been a ml~-up m. signa s. ot ~ nand Grami 

.here h """ents saylllg Smith had made a mistake Fitzsim-
v' d state." . . , 
isSue diated the contracts verbally, and then formally by 
1'1I0os re~~ wrote the growers, "Th~ Teamsters ha~e no 
letter. . organizing your employees m the vmeyards In and 
.,., terest In " 
I" d D elano. 
arou~ her laugh ed the loud~st . ~e ~ited si~ilar ~eam~ter 

I<.lr~ ther industries, addmg: This IS theIr tache, thiS IS 

raids In 0 ' t deal with them, this is why you have to go for 
wh~ youkc.ang J·ugular. You don't talk to Teamsters, you fight 
their fuc III 

" them. h d rttle time to dwell on the latest Teamster 
Chavez a. 1 ed Fitzsimmons's countermanding move, 

1· 'ty H e 19nor . . . th dup lCl . t ' to the strikes The situatIOn m e d his atten Ion . 
and turne d A' d Lamont, in the southeastern 
vineyards aroun rvm . an Valley was getting critical. The 
corner of the San Joaqulll ~ver 100 degrees, the Kern 
August sun had temperatures ~p the injunctions with ven
County deputies were .enf?rcm~ which UFWA pickets w.ere 
geance; after se~erabl sklfm:s~:~;~ charges of brutality a~n~ 
bloodied, the UillOn . ega~ 0 ace and clubs hauled h.un e 
the lawmen. Deputies u~mg mguards and began carrymg guns 

h ' ed pnvate d 
to jail; farmers If trikebreakers were arm~ r from Yemen. 
themselves. Some s . Daifullah, a UFWA s. e Kern County 

On August 14 Nagl after he scuffled Wlth a ArVin. Pablo 
died of a skull fracture bar on the main str.eet : in front of a 
deputy sheriff outside a

d
'ng to our people, It ,won headquarters. 

'd "Accor 1 ur um db n Espinosa sal , the street from 0 sheriff. He ha ee. 
beer joint, just d~wnrew a bottle at th

e
l 

0 pounds, and ~~ 
Some claim N~gl thlirtle guy, may~ a~d hit him over 

drinking. lie IS :r him. chased him, .'s version 
deputy went :!tight." as similar to Esplnos:t strUck 
head with ~~ police report w. of hoW the d~t2t blowS 

The offiCI with the elcepti~:ntend the {las Y" 

of the story, investigators 
Daifullah. Law 309 



stnlCk the farm worker Oil t!ll' shoulders and then he fen 

1 
' tll~ s~t1ffk 'md lut Ius head on the pavement Th> ( tiring ~ , ~ . < 1 . e 

t ' lcil'l"·ted his skull lllust have )cen fractured du . repor II 0 • '. f1ng 
I f II TIlt' dl"lth \\ as ruled aCCidental. \Vhatever the ca t l C a . < . Use 

the l 'F\\ ~ \\ent into nlOunung. ' 
Espinosa said. "" .e told the people we want a silent picket 

line. 1\0 shouting. :\0 ll/1clgas: No words. We want to Wear 
the blad. fbg. This is a traditIOn. We wanted a ~ilent vigil. " 

Each plCket line tha~ was set out the f?llowmg morning 
rcceiwd these instmctlOns. Among the SIlent pickets Was 
Juan de Ia Cmz. a 60-year-old far~ ",:orker who had joined 
the umon not long ~er he a~d hIS WIfe s~arted working on 
the DiGiorgio ArVID ranch ID 1963. Senora de la Cruz 
e\plained . .. , "hen we first cam~, we. were only six in the 
union here. " 'e made the meetIDgs ID one house, and we 
organized all of the people in the fields that we could. We 
fi~t met Cesar Chavez in a meeting. We had heard a lot 
about him •. and when he came that time, he made a big 
meeting here in Lamont. " 

Senor and Senora de la Cruz were strong members of 
Cha\,ez's :\FWA even before they met him. Because neither 
tried to hide their loyalties as they worked on the DiGiorgio 
farm , Senora de la Cruz said they were fired. Both husband 
and wife went to work on other farms; they traveled to San 
Francisco with other strikers to picket the DiGiorgio offices 
and to bolster the boycott of DiGiorgio grapes. Senora de la 
Cruz proudly explained that they both had voted against the 
Teamsters in the DiGiorgiO elections in 1966. 

fter • 'agi Daifullah's death, she and her husband had 
joined the silent picket lines. On the second day, August 16, 
at hout 2:30 P.M., the UFWA pickets were standing by their 
ars on the Weeclpatch highway, near where it crosses 

\'alpredo Road; they were waiting for quitting time so that 
th .iumarra worker might pass by and see that someone 
h d dIed that omeone was heing mourned. The picket cars 

I f ced north. pickup truck approached them, also 
hng north. young man on the passenger side leaned 

Iltm ._2 calibre gun at the pickets. 
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. ket slain in summer of 1973· 
Funeral march for UFW P'C les T'mes 
Photo by Michael Mally, Los Ange I d ed husband-a uFW 

rinkles earth on coffin of her mur e~ob Fitch. Black Star 
Senora Juan de la Cruz sP d behind priest. Photo by 

d Chavez stan 
picket. Joan Baez an , 



Kern h' (CaI~ rho J..,. miJI) police and ' ~ &b Fitch, BilKk Star UFW pickets, swnmer 1973, 

_ ra de la Crnz said, "1 see the g h 
sefiD h ' h nn, eea I lIe had t e ~nn In t e hand 1 h use ~ee th 

hOY ' 'Then when he passed hy h~ tur:a~ first shots, fOllr r~ 
t~~I;- He was going this side and he ~u~~~ made another 
sack," She demonstrated the assailant's tu ' and he shoot 
~oal shot struck her hushand in the h~art~ng ~otion , The 
later, in the Bakersfield hospital. ' e died an hour 

Five thousand farm workers turned fi 
Vaifullah's funeral on August 17th' then t~ut d rst for Nagi 
attended the requiem Mass for J~an de {:eC~s later they 
formed a funeral cortege, carrying the hod th ' and then 

M 
' Y rough Arv ' 

down Bear ountam Boulevard to the A ' C m, , rvm emetery In 
the proceSSIOn were 10 Catholic priests 'n I d' tho 

Ch 
' h' ' I c u mg ree 

bishops, avez, 10 IS eulogy said "We ll've a I " mong peop e 
who hate and fear us, ~eople who will spend millions of 
dollars to make sure Juan s sacrifice will be in vain , , , but 
because of the spirit and dedication of people like Juan de la 
Cruz we cannot lose," 

Chavez called an end to the one-sided war; he ordered the 
huelgistas off the picket lines and into the boycott efforts; 
rather than risk more lives he called off the strike, Those 
families who volunteered for boycott assignments were 
dispatched to New York or Chicago or Seattle; those who 
could not travel to one of the 40 or 50 boycott cities scattered 
acrosS the nation were asked to help raise funds aod food for 
those who had gone out, and the workers who stayed iO ~e , k t I a1 stores and march iO 

valley were expected to pIC e oc 
demonstrations, the Teamster terror tactics, 

The death of Juan de la Cn:,z:kers and UFWA supporters all 
and the arrest of 3,50? farm wm Workers to load the bad-guy 
were used by the DOited F;th by increase public pressure 
image of the Teamsters an d Cere , But Fitzsilllmons, who ~A h an rarol , , ht 
on Fitzsimmons, lV10 n, d trade unionist, was caug 
would like to be known f :. g;~blic image and the pressures 
between the tarnishing ? I~oalition who wanted the Team
from the agribuSiness-NlXdon tinue to disnlpt and distract the 

, there an con d' t d the Teamster 
sters to hang In hen FitZSimmons repu la e 
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contracts with the Delano 29· Chavez Was On 

Persuaded 11\ the -\1'1 no to sit down with the Team cte .more 
. . i ' t ' I s el sand til to wor!" out a Juns( It' lOl1a agreement. 

Jerll ' Cohen recalled. "' ''hen Cesar and I Hew b k 
' ''ashington, D.C.. \\ e didn't know how the lettuce w a~d to 
resoln.d. "C \\"t'ren't giving up on the lettuce beca~~e !e 
had neople in there who wanted our union. But We e 

• ak d .. d'" were prepared to Ill ' -e a tra e: our Juns Icbon 111 the vine d 
and fields would be recognized, and ~e T.eamsters :~~IJ 
giw up the lettuce contracts as they expired 111 1975. Most of 
tIl(> heat \\as Oil the Teamsters, they wanted to protect th 
lettuee contracts, they didn 't want to give up Gallo, beca OSe 
they had other rel~tionships in there. At fi~st they didn't w~~~ 
to gi\-e up anything but Delano. Then It was Delano and 
Anln. Then things began to move." 

The talks progressed rapidly, a final statement of agree
ment was patched together and announced by the .AFL-CIO: 

The Teamsters recognized the UFWA'S jurisdiction over all 
\ineyard and field workers, the UFWA would have immediate 
jurisdiction in the table grapes, the Teamsters would with
draw from the lettuce fields by stages, as their contracts 
e ~ired. The UFWA would drop the lettuce boycott and 
fonnally recognize the Teamsters' jurisdiction in the can
nerie_ and related agribusiness enterprises. Fitzsimmons and 
fe.any were named the final arbiters of any jurisdictional 

di pute. that might arise. 
Like all the previous agreements, this one began to unravel 

hefore both sides had left the building and hailed cabs. 
Fitzsimmons announced the agreement had to be checked 
o\'er by Teamster lawyers and he said the Teamsters wanted 
the At'L-C1O to agree to indemnify the Teamsters if growers 
. l~ed . for breach of ~ontract. No one is quite sure why 
Fltzsunmon ~'Cl!i havmg second thoughts. Meany believes 
Lee h~w, an.mfluential Chicago lawyer who has represented 
J..'T1~usm . mterests, and Dusty Miller, a top Teamster 
ffi lal coll\'mced Fitzsimmons that backing out of the grape 
~tra t would cause more prohlems that it would solve. 

r urces say the Xixon Administration _ acting 
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\ . n - convinced Fitzsimmons that he should 
h CO SO 't . 'd N' d'd t1 raug the agreement; 1 IS sal lXon I not want 

b~cl< off from his strongest labor ally, reaching any agree-
,,,,,mons, f N" d fitZsv" .th George Meany, one 0 lXon S most ar ent foes. 

(llentS WI the cause, Fitzsimmons reversed fields once 
Wh~~~er intend to keep our obligations morally as well as 

again: as ~ar as the farm worke~s are :once~ed:: Ten. days 
legally. zsimmons met in San DIego WIth California agnbusI
later Fit d s and, a week later, he made the reversal 
ness lea e:r~ repudiated his own repudiation of the Delano 
cornplete" d once again the Teamsters had a moral and legal 
~9' Ile. sal t honor all their agribusiness contracts. 
obligatl~a~ster tactics had thrown the UFWA boycott into 

'!'he fu' Consumers who would normally have sup-con SlOn. -.(], ti' 
utter d th Chavez cause had read so many COIJJllC ng 
porte e d stories over the previous three years they had 
stateme~ts an Id could not eat grapes and lettuce and 

'd if they cou or . . b t no I ea. A had contracts with some wmenes, U 
drink wme. The uFW ., The boycott lists of products 
several of these were expmng" t econdary boycott tactics 
to shun changed frequently, I~.S also changed rapidly; 
against individual stores or. ~e:~ grapes harvested by the 
sometimes boycotters were pIC ained with the UFWA - one 

tWO Coachella growers who ~em 'tched to the Teamsters, 
L has Slllce SWl 

of these, K.~. arson, wanted the chang~. worked, 
contending hIS wONr~ers agribusiness consplfacy hat the con-

The Teamster- lXon- Teamsters had most 0 I al and 
at least temporarilY.::s had been defu~e~, !:n elverted 
tracts, the boy~otto; the Chavez forces . ~n workers and 

Physical energIes 'on task of organIZ
fi 

~al reserves-
. ary ulll nanCI h d from the pnm and the UFWA e AFL-clo - a 

servicing contrac~, million grant fr~m ::u efforts had us~ 
including the

d 
$~e long strike. ~~ :J~nteers had droppe d 

been deplete . of the ongIn six-month rest, an 
up people, toO; m~ny Drake had take~ a Bill Kircher was ~o 
by the waYtfiSi~~ !: in utter exh~!tlrad moved. fromsitiO: 
Leroy Cha . e ble to help ?ut. ver to an executive po 
longer av:ulao organizing Job 0 

federation S t p 315 
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in the culinan \\'orker~ ' \~Ilt(ln . Thl' move Was made 
in part, hecause Kln.'.hl'l" s dOM' association With that least 
workers had put hun llIt.o all <1\\ kward position With e farm 
and thc cwcutl\C cOUIlCl1. Meany 

Kircher had actl>d as <I b~lffer bctween Chavez and M 
for citTht n'ars. It was kIrcher who tried to edu eany 

• '" . '1 tl bl cate th federation t'"l.t'l'u~In' coun:~ on le pro ~ms of farm lab
o 
~ 

ht' tried to C"l.pi<UIl Chavez soften mercunal mOves to th r, 
old labor It'aders who remembered the romance of ilie' eSe 

th . k Ir OWn orgalli.' mg days. but I~Ot e mIsta es, the confusion, the 
.st,thacks. and errors of Judgment. 

Cohen·ud. "Kircher was really a great friend, and I 
~ad he', not \\'orking with us anymore. I feel Bill is upset w~~ 
Ces.ar and \\;th tile AFL-ClO too. He got caught in ilie middle 
He tried to do too much; he should have exposed Meany t~ 
IL 1I10re directly. He took a hell of a burden on himself. But 
Bill'!> history \\;tIl tile Teamsters goes back a long way. 
people in tile otller unions knew how much Bill hated th~ 
Team.ters and tIley weren't sure if this was Bill's fight, or not. 
1 'ow tIlat he's not standing between us and the federation, I 
think tile .-\Fl.-ClO people are getting a pretty fast education 
about tile Teamsters and the farm workers ... but there is 
till a lot of misunderstanding about us." 
nlI~ lack of understanding became obvious after Coa

chella. Mo t people who know farm labor patterns and 
history also know tIlat no labor leader in the world, given tile 
pro jmit)' of tile open Mexican border, could shut off the flow 
of wo~kers into tile strike area. Every labor contractor 
operatmg out of the Calexico-Mexicali shapeups is anti-

ha\'ez. ~e thousands of workers coming through to work 
ach mommg are powerless; to work they must go with a 

ntractor and to ask a contractor where the work is only 
imite trouble. 

. Both Cohen and Chavez took pride in the partial disrup
b n f th ?oachella harvests, contending the strikes cost the 

\\ rs nulhon of dollar in lost market revenues. By 
bi.~ton al perspecti\'e, this was at least a partial success. Yet 

t all ' felt the 1.6 millioll had heen wasted. He told 
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Chavez's own people who went to 
" A fter all it was}', es in Coachella, and that didn't 

s· ~ icket 10 h h oftef " d the P f the workers for C avez . . . t at rep behlO port rom " 
or\< uch sup as almost a disaster. 

\v dicate ~ coachella w 1 ncheon with a selected few from 
i~tllflti°th° IOlater, during a ulaxed Meany was asked what he 
51 ,~o 5 a more re l' d "I 

1,,0 b r presS, trade union leader. Meany rep Ie : 
we Ia 0 f Chavez as a spent a lot of time with Cesar . 
t110llght 0 ... 1 knoW that we e can I admire him. He's \ ' knovv , way w . ' , . 
don t helped him e~eryh ' d dicated. I think he's an idealist. 
We've d 1 th10k e s e 

. tent, an f dreamer h 
conSI\ he'S a bit 0 a, d' ppointed about Cesar is that e 
1 thiO th thing that 1 m Isa

h 
uld develop a real viable 

"But ot
e 
to the point that ~i~~ of as a viable union, Now 

never ~ th sense of what we f th type of people that 
. n In e f' because 0 e h 

uOIO that is being un alf, f employers that e was 
maybe d 1 with and the type 0 

had to ea ' he's 
he 'th n1 th ranch owners, 
dealing WI . he's fighting not 0 y e, and the State of 

"You knoW th Bank of Amenca, d He's 
fighting the Teams,ters, '~the governor, right on own. 

, 'beginmng WI ," , 
Cahforma, bl m out there. . . will continue to 
got a hell of a pr~dee it clear the AFL-CI~ent out a "white 

Meany has mId union; he has d he has urged 
th Chavez- e raids an f pes support e , the Teamster th boycott 0 gra 

a er" denouncmg . s to support e A will give up 
1eJeration member ~~I~~ has agr~ed ~:~outlets whe: 

d 1 ttuce Chavez tics agalnst 'fbis comprom 
an e . boycott tac bership. s 
the secondary 'ons have mem tt of safeway sto;t 'grape 
other AFL-clO ': the uFW A bOY~~ed off the bloo sJpervisC 
brought to an e t after he had Paz to persO?all~achinery. 

In mid-Augus , turned to La, adJ1linistratlV~ 'ted Farm 
strikes, Chavez re of the union ~ecided the n:n to allow 
the tightening up tive board. tional conve afRrm their 

d the execu d constitu and to re rnal 
He an ded to hoI a constitution ere were inte ed' 
Workers nee onstrUct a creation. r d to be chang ld 
the workers t~o~ of their ~ture, tha~: to teU the wor 
belief in a ~~ the due~d alloW the t.J 
problems. ventioO wo 
and the con 31'7 



1 I gIl the contract ~ " ere los t , t h. l ' workers still I 
tha t a t IOU 1 I I I lad 
, II' 'on that relln'sclltl'(] pl'Op l' " 10 lad gone 0 t a n a ) e un! ' . ' u on 

.t " e for a hetter 1I ;l\ of hk. sri" , 1 . , t ' , 
. CI' ' l assi!TIled IllS aulll1ll1stra Ive aSSistant, Jose Go la' e , .' ~ ' I rnez 
h t ,·k of lmtt in<~ a coment lOll toget ler. Because of ' ' 

t eas ~ , k d h' Its 
central location. Fresno ~\'a~ pIC e as t e SIte. Chavez 
personalh impeded the Cit)' s lru:ge new convention center 
and liked "hat he sail ; the mam hall was a large arena 
Ranked In ~;lJleries that could hold th0.usands ~f viSitors. As 
he \I'alked across the ,u'ena floor he notIced a big black cube 
suspended from the ceiling. H.e asked what it was, ~nd, when 
Ill' learned It ";lS all electroI1lc score board, he qmpped: "It 
!>hould rt' .ld Te,ullsters 220, United Farm Workers 14." 

E,'en tlwugh the VFWA no longer held many contracts, the 
ranch cOlllmittee ,,'as still the basic structure in the union's 
concept of democracy. Each ranch that was, or had been, 
under contract. was asSigned a number of convention dele
gate, alcording to the total number of workers employed on 
that ranch during the previous year. It was then the job of the 
ranch committees to conduct delegate elections and submit 
the re,ult to the convention credentials committee; a total of 
414 men and women were elected and seated as delegates as 
thl' con\'t.~ntion opened, September 21, 1973. 

The con"ention was impressive; the big hall was decorated 
in great IllIclga flags and symbols; the black Aztec eagle was 
<,v<'ry ,here. huge mural, done in Diego Rivera style, 
depicted the hi tory of the union's struggle against the 
grow rs, the police, and the Teamsters. The 414 delegates sat 
t long row of tables, while in the galleries hundreds more 

g th red to watch the proceedings. Chavez, flanked by the 
11111 n' uti\'c officers and staff, stood on the high podium, 

ndu tin th convention business. 
h \ {'z told thc worker : "The life of our union is at stake. 

\\ h \ gh en tIt" fi 'ht everything we have. The forces who 
Ii 1I III tll !'\Ira! areas where we strike - the sheriffs, 

t I tn t ttom '. 01 courts, the Teamsters with their 
th viol n of lh growers, the killings and 

lor-ce u on e a rain to go to the ci ties and take 
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Farm ... oner l'hCII:I dele1(ates by Ronald Ii T • IJFW Convention 
. <aykw . 

our J11essage to the Americ 
we have left is the hoycot~~' public. " [10 

'The delegates h egan th '1 . e] only We 
",h of the 82 ,",tion, i: :;:,g t"k 01 ,<ad. ' " '' 8~u' by hou'. the delegat" e 1H -page o;::g "d deboti" 
"""opho

n
.,;; when th 'tood up to '",o"itot g 

Chavez gaveled them';:Y ~". imp'ti.:r
k 

I"", th, ;:0. 
nute' 01 O,d" ptevailed" ". ,emiodiog th" '"t 01 t';:: 

At one point .ady. ih .m tbot Robert : 
,.g,ily "k.d. "Wh~\ ~prooeedinS" d.l. ' 
following hi< rule, and, n. Rob""1 Aod got. 'Ore ' M 

It was a serious q ~gulahons?" why are we 
ueshon Ch 

answer, explaining th . avez gave 't 
a debate. The d. le e t eed 1m rul" "d ' , Ioo~ reri"", 
",e"ed. and "artJ'e~1 wmked 00. IO';;o:o~ in mob 
One ""ion l" ted, . y the o",t momiog , d t: mght 
session was interspernsedmcr~thdlble 22 hours. E~c: da ,e next. 

l

'k WI spee h fr Y s work 
ers, 1 e Senator Ed d c es om famous 
t eona,d Woodcock ~~ul t:~oedy -: ",w p::; 

eorge Meany. The conv . was ere, representin 
finally the wo<k w"' dooe :~oo weot ioto ,,_ •. bol 
They had put thei' knowied the ddegat" were "",Sod 
feelings into the d thge, then experience, and their 

After th ocument at would govern their union 

continue h~ convention. ehav", ,,_01 to u. p", . to 
,tructu' "ellmt to "'p. up the uoioo', _""t"ti~ 
it ke es. Although the of''' "" longe< had z6 hiring brub. 

pt servIce centers in each of these areas to maintain 
cont~ct with the workers. In addition, the union had three 
medlc~l clini~s, was adding a fourth, and was establishing a 
pre-p"d med"" pl'n. Eacb ",,, tfuect" w"' noW "d.red 
to focus the union's attention on worker services, and the 
..-ea diteCto" were to encoutage ho"" meetinS' .. d portici
pation in local boycott effort'. Whil. do" inc om. h.d 
obviously fallen off th"",tioolly. OF'" fund-""ing . ffort' 
were bringing in enough to cove< the $Zz5.000-.-month 
expenditoreS without dipping into the unions ,,,,,,,,,. 

The" w.s • serious pe'sonnel pmblem ,t La p". 1'" 
Quiggly. the unions b",in'" _,get. was quitting bee"'" 
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f d ,n: rences with Ccsar. QlIiK!!;ly had come into the u ' ° me , ' I tl t " _ a: ' nlOn earlier 'It a tllIlC" It'll lC )Usmess d.JCalfS had b 
dtn:°ftrearbs adh H~ set tip the union's aCCounting syst een 

rJ 109 . ' :I . ems 
estahlished a qllaItl'r1~ bue gCh~lg system, and acted as th~ 
h' f d'sllllrst'IIlt'llt officer. DlInng the Coachella and A ' 

c Ie I. • G I' rvln 
e triJ..es QlIi(1'(Th' and Jose omez were eft III La Pa t ~rap s ' -= . . h' fu'" z a 

keep t11e administratIve mac mery nC~lOnIllg, III Chavez's 
Ilsence. CpOIl his return, Chavez questioned some of the' 

a , d 't 'f aff Ir decisions Gomez tllfeatene to qUI I two st people he 
had fired did not stay fired. Chavez backed down. 

But ill Quiggly's case, the differences were too baSic, too 
shaI])l) denned, for. the ~~siness manager to. remain on With 
the union. He explamed, We ~~d been makmg a gr~at many 
deciSIOns back here that traditionally had always mvolved 
Ce.ar. 0 when he came back . . . he became afraid the 
hUSlllt'.- ' office had taken over a great deal of the union 
administration and he felt he had to reassert himself. We ran 
headlong into one another. .. . [He] feels he must have 
control ~\'er all aspects of the union." 

Qui(Tgh' believes Chavez's need for tight personal control is 
one ofili~ factors limiting UFWA growth. "Up to this point a 
strong, per onal leadership was important, but if we are going 
to go on and build we are just going to have to draw on the 
collective judgments of diverse experience. We have enough 
moner (at the time there was $700,000 in reserves) to spend a 
little money to make more. If you spend some money on 
adult aff who have some experience and you have adminis
trators to run the offices and the field offices, you pay them 
modest salaries, it would payoff in better relations with the 
!roW , better administration of the contracts. 

"In lead of paying volunteers $5 a week and then paying 
th Ir bill why not pay them a salary? It's not a big deal. 
R mo\' the ha Ie. Then the Teamsters can't come in and 
t k m'er because the United Farm Workers is known for the 

~.lcaJ kid that it puts into the jobs that pay $5 a week. 
h those of us here who can handle administration, 

n do It relativel)' easy, and do it with his concerns in 
w ought to handle that stllff. He is far too 
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nd far too capable in the larger issues to be tied 
iJ1lpo~tant: er clips and light bulbs." 
up WlthdPa[out Quiggly's comments, Chavez said, "He was a 

Ask
e 

t with me because things were not going well and I 
little ur-

e 
ttention to this and 1 told him things had to be 

called b l~t:r. 1 am saying that everything has to be done 
done ~, e become more critical." 
better. v, on has always had a problem in handling some 

1'he U~I nteers who were obViously working through their 
Anglo ~o ~ feelings about social reform, feelings that didn't 
own m

lXe
1 te to the needs of farm workers or the union. I 

always re a 'th Q' I 'f this was the case WI Ulgg y. 
asked I li d "No No it wasn't that. He had too much 

Chavez rep e, ., did' 11 
couldn't do everything, but he n t te me, you 

to do. He ' h' f ult He is very sensitive. I had to tell 
know. It ~as~ t IS : w~s understaffed. And when we left t~ 
him certam t~mg~~ didn't communicate with me. ~e didn t 
go on the strike, , he had to do certain thmgs that 

. touch With me, so " 
keep 111 d 0 call him on it. , 
were wrong, and 1 hka t the administrative helm, he did so 

When Chavez too o~er .' ted that every issue must 
·th characteristic passIOn. He mSls that it did he ordered 

Wl 'd to insure 'f 
come to his attention, ~n ve action down in memo onnd 
department hea~s t~wnt~: stZted getting up at 3 A~. :d 
with copies to h~S ~e ce~eat mountains of me~~:d for an 
working throu

g
k At 7~15 one morning, ;he~ a file folder on 

other paperwor . tack of yellow s ps 
. there was a s y k 

interview, d hat they were. 'from New or 
his desk. I aske w . ts that come m 00 worth, but 

the recelp .' s $10,0 , 
"These are contnbution , the accountmg 

] they are I . gout ' 
[boycott office , S e I am he pm. I difficulty getting 

d 'dn't balance, e
b
, having a htt e s we have 

they I have een. them letter , , it 
department. !hey We have wntte: They are not ~~mg 
things ~~:'I~~~ they do~J ~~;g p~essure J::rthQ:ggIY had 
called 't comes to me, a n three months ting processes 
right, so I rds were spokeartment and budje lunteer staiI 

These wo unting dep workers an vo 
quit. The acco

ed over to farm 
had been turn 313 



I d the, \\en' It'arnillg how the system w k 
peop C' t/

an 
"'IIlt' timt' Cohen was getting upset WI'tohr e

h
d. A hOllt IC .s" , t e 

atic p '11wr shuffiinc;. He resented the numb hureaucr· ' fill er of . alld forms he had to out. memo., . I . d tJ 
Cohen s,ud, "The intcnt be 1.111 Ie memos was good, but 

rou can oH'rdo that .SOlt of ~mg, so Mandy [Cohen's Wife] 
~l1d I decIded on H h~tle hoax. We made uP, a memo of OUr 

01\11 and circulate? .It. -r:he memo st.ated: In Our zeal to 
,treamline the adlllllllstration of tJle U1110n we have neglected 
to inform YOU that from now on you will be referred to b 
number. mther than nanle . . . from now on you will b~ 
known 11\ tIle number of your telephone extension. Non
"'Orkin!! 1I'1yes "ill be known by their husband's number 
follo"ed b,' a lower case 'a', Si Se Puede 4.' [By signing th~ 
memo "4" - Cesar's extension - Cohen had made it appear 
to mme from Cesar's office,] 

""'ell, some people around here are so intimidated by 
esar and b~' memos they believed it. Not all of them, but 

t'Ilough. They v,,'ere going around cussing, saying this was 
going too goddamn far, Some gal down in accounting had 
tl\'O telephones and she didn 't know what to do; she asked 
her ~upenisor and actually got an answer," Cohen started 
laughJlJg, ""'ell there was some real turmoil for two or three 
houl'S. untIl we let them know it was a joke, 

"Cesar got the pOint. He was a little mad, but he knew it 
was funny. He found out some of the people were laughing 
like hell, but the fact that some people believed it shocked 
him, and it howed him that some people around here are 
intunidated by his presence." 

ha\'ez worked on the UFW A administrative problems, 
~ ,Team ters began expanding their field operations. 
FltzStnllnon approved the creation of Farm Worker Local 
19i ' named for the year they grabbed off the UFWA 

ntra ts, and committed $100,000 a month to finance the 
Ifort. Local 1973 was headquartered in Salinas but had field 
nHii~ in ,aU of the famlin , valleys. The local ~as structured 

IIMLA~ It appear competitive with the UFWA in services to 

. ragged, "We have 308 contracts with growers who 
Grarrll b workers in lhe peak of the season." 

bire 50'0:~ the numbers were confuSing. If the Teamsters 
/\s lIsood dues-paying members among the fann workers, 

bad 50, ld translate into $400,000 a month income, but when 
that wo

u 
3 filed its first annual report with the U.S. 

Local :;e7nt of Labor it listed a total dues income of only 
pepart 8 for the entire lettuce and grape harvest seasons. 
$638,83 mber 50,000 referred to jobs, not workers; each 
'The nu covered by Teamster contract might work on several 
worker . b as h e or sbe moved from crop to crop, place to 
of those l~e~ all the vagaries of farm labor employment, the 
place. G obably had no more than 15,000 workers .,.. msters pr . 
lea d der contract at anyone time. 
employe ~nh workers were members of the Teamsters, 

Some 0 t ese were members of both the Teamsters 
re not· many th k 

some we , The Teamster contracts gave e wor ers 
and the UFW~, nefits that appeared comparable to. the 
wages and fnnge be 1 full-time farm workers receIved 
uFW A contracts, but on y f benefits the Teamsters 

here near the full range 0 did not qualify for 
anyw d they offered. Seasonal ~ork~s efits until they had 
bra?ges health welfare, and penSiOn den these qualifications 
vanou , ths of time; an 
worked speci~c dle;~e migrant from benefits. d Teamster 
frequently exc ~ e difference in the ~FW\ an the growers 

But the major e Teamster conceSSiOn ~ss-farm labor 
contracts was th return to the cre; lute control over 
allowing them to that gave the boSS a s~e Teamster and 
contractor systern

th 
~,aerence between

d 
came in the area 

Ana er (ll1J d ttitu e a 
the worker. 'al structure an a, !he Teamsters ru~ 
UFW A organizatIOn ent in union affairs. 'zers come in and Sl~ 
of worker invol~e~on; Teamster,org:: workers and rss ::e 
top-down organlZa t then orga11lze to the union ey 

contrac , ho prove 
growers to a those workers w d farm workers 
benefits to d worthy· t r attitude towar 'nterviewed by 
qualified an did this Teams eE'nar Mohn was ~ 1 Y who was 

Nowhere learly as whe~ all student in Ber e e 
come out so 'C

1 
a theologIc 

Yett J{ie y, ft"C 
Jane .-. 



. . I'ann lahol report for Safeway Stores. Saf 
workmg on .1 • J . , " eWay 

J IdeI' I F \\ \ hoycott, .lnu was hyIng to gath 
\\'a.~ t 1('11 til . h , er as 

I ' LOI'III·\hOll as It could about t e struggle . KIely ask 
IlHlC J 1111' • f k h ed 
Mollll \\ hat role he thought ann wor ers s ould play in the 
Teamster UlllOll tha t represented them. Mohn replied: 

' Ye han' to haw them in the union for a while. It will be a 
(,(llIpil' of "',llfS before they can start having, ~embership 
meetjll~. hefore we can use the farm workers Ideas in the 
1I11ion, I'm not slIre how effective a union can be when it is 
composed of Mexican-Americans and Mexican nationals with 
tempomry visas. Maybe as agriculture becomes more sophisti
C.lted. more mechanized, with fewer transients, fewer green 
carders. and as jobs become more attractive to whites, then 
we can build a union that can have structures and that can 
negotiate from strength and have membership participation. 

~fohn's words were the governing credo in Teamsters 
Fan]) Worker Local 1973· Through 1973 and 1974 there 
were no membership meetings. The workers didn't elect 
officers or delegates to any convention or caucus, nor were 
they likel~' to for years to come. From the outset, the local 
Wa.! placed in " trusteeship" by the Western Conference, 
ubject only to the autocratic rule of Einar Mohn, and 

through him. Bill Grami. After Mohn's retirement, Teamster 
president F rank Fitzsimmons appOinted M. E. "Andy" 
Anderson boss of the \Vestern Conference. There were 
rumors at the time that the farm labor jurisdictional fights 
between the Teamsters and the UFWA had been used by 
Graml and/or others, to pressure Mohn into retirement. 

,ltholJ~h 10hn ?e~ied this, events that transpired soon after 
hI r IgnatJon mdlcated the farm workers were, in fact, 
1>3"11 in some larger power game within both the Western 

onE r nee and the International Brotherhood. 
Lat in the fall of 1974, Fa rm Worker Local 1973 went 

th ~I h dramatic upheaval that may have been understood 
lthm th T am ters' private counc ils, hut certainly left the 

"rk puzzled. Cono 1ada'i and 29 other organizers, 
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f them Mexican Americans, were fired hy Ande . 
t o " Ad h rsonm l1'laS o"""y move. n erson t en appOinted Ralph C t "econ ,.. . . d' 1 b oner 

aO he man Graml m \rect y , lamed for the violence in 
-- t h Ua - as the new operatmg head of the farm workers 
caac .e ational efforts. The move appeared to push Grami out 
argfnl~ labor - h e technically heads the Western Conler
af ar arehousemen's division - and Macias lelt the Cotner 

nee w e er meant the Teamsters were backing away from 
takeo~,s avow ed effort to organize aU farm workers in 
Graml . d S l'f rnia then the Umte tates. 
Ca ~ te~er the Machiavellian designs within both the 

a Conference and the International Brotherhood, it 
weste~ . s the farm workers were not involved, nor did 
was Ok VIOU what was happening. They had had no voice in 
they now d "'ts . f Local 1973 they ha no vOIce III I 
th creatIOn 0 ' k d th 'f e . d ' the fall of 1974 no one had as e em I 

oper~tlOnS, an ,Ill S needed to hnprove the union's ability 
a maJo~ shake-~p w~abor contracts. Macias and his f?llowers 
to service the, a,xm " abacho way" they so assiduously 
became the VICtl~S o~~e "~exicanness" in a work force that 
followed - used or elf th were cast aside when 
. . 'ly of Mexican descent, ey 
IS pnman , 
no longer neede?'d' t' ns the growers were i~volv~ ;li: 

There are no III Ica 10d nterplots' agribusmess a till 

of the Te~mS:eP!~~~;:al C:~on ,,:orIrinl~ ~:d f~:ds o~ 
concern or . at all but, gIVen d the UFWA s 

Preferred no unton f ~ion democracy an table alterna-
, ncepts 0 an accep 

Chavez s co the Teamsters were. for legislation to 
rowing power, d rs were hoping other labor 

~'ve Agribusiness lea; m Chavez, or an
th

y 
if desperately 

1. th industry ro uYWA, but e bled 

~~~:~ent eas a~~~iV:f a:n~~havez ~r%~ h::7:~-year 
tructed coahtio f Watergate, ao Utical power base 

conds the weight 0 d the agribusioess po , 
un er further erode tion ' the uFW A s 
elections alifornia and the o~ to' be turning lOse the loss of 
in both. Call the tide seem e still weak beca~ 11 blow; for a 

Politic bhavez forces w~ a serious, damagtob 
favor. The tracts had bee 
the grape con as'7 



h 'all sta(T(Tt'rcd 111llkr thl' impact of this hi 
'{'ar t (' IIIl1 ,~", I I k fi I . ' ow ,) , p like all old pUIlt' I l run g ltCI', It struggled . 

Covenng II' I II f If " to . t 01 The IF\\ \ lIIal c a 0 tIC amlliar rno regalll con r . ' 1 Yes 
I , tIlt' sprilJ<T and SlIlIlnll'r of 1974, JUt there was no r I' t lrollg I ,~ ' N J ' ea 

h" 'liJilit\ there no Zll1g. ot ung seemed to w k 
plllle mg , • . ' ,,', k ' Or 
right. Chawz tried \\tthollt SIt( cess to rna e an ISSue Out of 
the half million iIIeg,!1 aliens at work Ol~ the farms throughout 

I S' tll\\'l'st Thousands of these Illegals were used a t Ie ,011 ' . ' s 
strikehreakers. The lettuce and grape boycotts went no-
, " 'r' ,\ l 'ulIIel Cha\'ez was everywhere, doing his thing. \\ It l . 1 , • 

strike' in the melons, in the tomatoes. But none of the strikes 
did more thaI] flaI'e briefly and die out. The Gallo wine 
hoycott sputtered along. , , , 

Then a spark of life began to burn; stu~ents reJectmg the 
pop \dues made by Gallo began to cut mto sales and the 
companv beuan to react. Both youth and housewives make 
up the hackbone of the customer support of boycotts, and 
the\' were rejecting Gallo, in some areas, in some stores. 
Califomia state tax figures showed that the Gallo market 
position - relative to all other vintners - slipped 7 percent 
during 1972-73. The news was encouraging to the farm 
workers' union and it came at a time when a new plan, a new 
sense of direction was beginning to take shape. 

Proposition 22 had shown the UFW A had some political 
mu-c1e; for the first time in the long history of farm labor, the 
workers had whipped the bosses in a political fight. But the 
victory was a negative one, and now Chavez wanted to make 
a positive effort. to create a California law that favored farm 
workers. With the help of Cohen and Jack Henning, head of 
the California AFL-CIO, Chavez proposed a law that would 
create a three-man labor relations board to conduct secret
hallot union-recognition elections. 

II of the previous state or federal legislative attempts had 
language that outlawed the secondary boycott and proVided 
It'gal machinery to prevent strikes at harvest. Most of these 
hln had e eluded seasonal farm workers from the balloting. 
Cha ez had opposed each of these efforts, and remained 
outsid the law, fighting his guerrilla war. The success of his 
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. an be measured by how far agribusiness has d' 
tiCS C .., th , move In 

t~C .. lative pOSItionS m e past decade. Between 196 d . legIS 1 1 . 5 an 
ItS farmers have comp ete Y reversed themselves' th 
J.;:~' come to accept the idea the NLRA can protect th: 
b . st Chavez and the UFWA. As Chavez maneuvered them 
~gaJ.n:thin sight of his own legislative goals, he opened up a 
to ~~ cal front. Cohen was put in charge, and this brash young 
po I ler stormed the California legislature. Just as he had 
lal'ed pressures against Oregon's Governor Tom McCall. he 
app In to apply direct pressure on Califomia's Democral~ in 
~ga tate Assembly. The Chavez secret-ballot election bill 

e 5 ns any language on boycotts or strikes - was intro
- sad by a UFW A friend, Assemblyman Richard Alatore, a 
duce 

Angeles Democrat. 
LoS h tacted all of the boycott staff in California's 

Co en con d 1 " 
.' and had them focus a telephone an etter-wntmg 

CIties. on the assemblymen. Jerry Brown, the former 
campaIgn t of state who had helped bring out the 
California secre ary, th Pro osition 22 campaign, was the 
allegations, of frad~~ I~ fo~ go!emor and considered head of 
Democratic can I a e wn's to aides was Leroy 

h is party in California. One °afff Bro Coh~n asked Chatfield 
f UFWA st man. .' d 

Chatfield, the ormer d the farm labor legtslation.an, 
to get Bro~n to both en o~~ seemed to hesitate; he dldn t 
I bby for Its passage. Bro 
o turn Cohen's calls. h who was in Boston on a 
re d ·th C avez - ply some 

Cohen conferre WI d they decided to ap ' 0 
th time - an th S n FranclSC 

boycott tour at e rown. Cohen ordered . e o~ces on the 
direct pressure on Bt 20 pickets in Bro~ s downtown San 

boycott. staff fto l: swank F~X P~: N~w York Times, and 
mezzamne 0 wire seTVlces, fRces in the same 

. B th neWs . ns have 0 d ""-ey FranCISCO. 0 'or radio statIO ell be misse . ill 

one of the city's;:l pickets cO,uld :es y until they got a 
building. the Ustay in Brown s 0 't we 
were told to him lonail but damn 1 , ak 

mitment from 10' ·nd of like blac J ry' Brown to m e 
com .d "It was h at on er .. 

Cohen sal W' had to put the e we did it. 
dh lp e . arms, so 

neede e· DemocratiC 
him twist some 319 



k . t gettilleY the Ileeded legislation past the c 
The e~ 0 t--.,. , .. . d I T Om. . d . 'tion of aeYnhusl\1os an t 1e eamsters w hJl1e OppOSI " Id . h as 
d · If . llend!11l'uts that wou CIt er water the b 'll hea mg 0 al . I . tI h 1 

, I d I't \dth controverSIa Issues lat ad no chan down or oa II . ce 
f ". " "ith the farm workers persona y movmg through o passage. l ' £ b 11 

J I ' cr '-Iotin' offices, lob lymg lor secret- a ot elections 
t Ie C "IS" b'II th h th f ' , Cohen"and Alatore pushed tile I mug e. nendly labor 

'tt ,~ PI'st tIle wa)'s and means commIttee, and Out COIllIllI t ~ . ~ . 

onto tIll' floor of tIle ssembly where It was passed by a 43 to 
31 \'Ote. 

The Teamsters and agribusiness had more strength in the 
state Senate. They managed to defeat the measure 19 to 16 in 
the upper house, but Cohen and the farm workers were quite 
happ~' about the showing ,they ha~ made. Cohen said, ."We'll 
eYet 'em ne~i year. We re putting together a legtslative 
package. and ,,:e'll get it throu.gh, .The climate ~sn 't ~ght in 
the Conrrress vet for federal legIslatIOn, but here m California 

~ . 
we tllink we can do it. " 

Jerry BrO\m's election in November of 1974 gave Cohen:s 
words added emphasis; with Brown in the governor's office 
openly working for a farm labor union recognition bill in a 
legislature controlled by the Democrats, the UFWA'S proposals 
would have a real chance of passing. And Cohen's moves to 
put a l'FW ..... legislative package together indicate that Chavez 
llas apparently decided to move in that direction, finally to 
('ome out of the jungle into a labor relations environment 
regulated by law, but only if laws could be passed that would 
as ure an environment that represented all farm workers in 
the United tates. 

Tht're ('an be no suitable ending for a book like this, gathered 
and \nittt'n while the struggle goes on, but some concluding 
thought and observations are possible. Chavez has im
planted ill the minds of the American farm workers the seeds 
f n idea theeed of a labor rebellion. He and the several 

th )I..sand tough-minded, dedicated workers who follow him 
hi pro\'en that men and women of the fi elds can stand 

rand fi ht for something they call social justice. 
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Z has become a legend. He is a rebel wh fi 
Chave h . 0 ts no 

1 the popular press e IS one of the best know I b 
Id n U . d S . th n a or jI'Io . I'n the mte tates, in e urban barrios h . 
defS fi h e IS a 

lea ted grandfather gure w 0 has been disappointin I 
resP~~lent. Unlike other ethnic radicals who emerged in ~~ 
\lo\l Chavez has endured. La Causa has endured. Chave 
96os, . d . d z 

1 'ven enormous time an energy ill eveloping this cause 
h~d ~iS effort has bec?me a part of the Chavez myth. Bu~ 
a h personal expenditures also appear to be haVing some 
s~c d of diminishing return. 
kIn There are those within the movement who want to see him 

1 his control , at least a little, who want him to spend less 
r~ ax with the details of the union - purchasing paper clips 
tI~e li ht bulbs - and more time on the broader leadership 
~n s g more time with the people in his symbolic role as the 
Issue , h led them out of bondage. If La Causa is to make 
man w 0 . tur 'ts 't' n from cause to stable umon struc e, 1 
the transl 10 . f be hi 

. t begin to accept the Idea 0 a mem rs p 
leaders~lp ~us cy beyond the absolute control of any 
and U~lOn. . ureaucra vez has been trying to delegate more 
single mdIVldual .. Ch~ t' this effort he is clearly a man at 
and more authonty, u III 

odds with himself. rker is to survive, it ~ust have 
If the cause of the farm ~o has recognized this and has 

the protection of ~e thlaw. ~ a~~~n. It is time for or~anizfed 
th move III at e . gful way time or 

begun e t behind this move in a mekanlll ·th th~ sweat of 
labor to ge farm wor ers WI f il 
all labor leaders to sUPPdi~rt hetoric and a few bags 0 s ver 

di t gh-soun ng r 
their bo es; ou ht and we are 
are not enough, says, "This is our ~g e sour grapes 

When George M~~~o stay involved untIl :now that if the 
involved and are gO~eet again. The growers workers will be 
of oppression taste

d
s 

the spirit of the farm eable," the words 
is destroye ill be more manag 

uFW A d th workers w wers 
broken an e . the reason gro 

d responsive. "Cheap labor IS ters to break the 
soun Meany says, ·th the Tearns w seek a 

When nboly allianc~ WI reason growers no 
forged an u heap labor IS the 
uFW A, and c 331 



f he [Mexican1 Rmcc/'() prng~'a\ll , , , ," it sounds 
rettlnl ,o ,t ' IW to tlnderstand tarlll labor, Meany has 
'f 1 ' IS 1CgJllIlI ", f ' as 
I I( d I ' ~'der-ltion __ full support or an II1ternatio I 
pledgc I t Ie ~t of '<TmI1l'~ and kttuce, Ill' should also pledlla 
lrJJI1an 1m CO" J I 't ' I ge I ~ . fiJl 'l\1ecs aJlo ~rcat po I lea power structu the federatIOn ~. . '. .' h res 

1 t' ,rt .. ~till(Y le~lslatIve measUl es t at would all to the ta", 0 ( , 1:> ,. f ow 
, ,I,. to 11001 tlwir collectIve power to orce agribus' farm \I 01 M I ~ 1_ 

, t tilt' l)il)'<Yaining table. 
Jle~s 0 1:> ' k hI ' I t' ' t . The ~FL-CIO should ma -e suc egis a IOn I s I?nmary goal. 
It i~ tllne tIll' liberals in tIle state and federal legIslatures stop 
talking about migrants as the forgotten people and start 
passilli tnls tllat will tr':lly help ~hese seasonal workers. It is 

t enou<Th to appropnate mIllIons of dollars for migrant 
;l~ucatJont> classes or migrant health clinics; while Such 
progr..1Ills IlIay be useful to workers, in the immediate sense, 
the ",one wa,' a Band-Aid may be useful to cover an infected 
"ound. tlle,: do not cure the basic problem: pay scales that 
pl'(){/I/('c pO~'crt!J' Such programs are direct employer subsi
dies iliat help perpetuate the agribusiness slave rental system. 

Because few employers willingly give up economic pOwer 
and adl'antage, farm workers can never be free to earn a 
decent lil1.ng~ until laws are passed allOWing them to create a 
union of ilieir chOOSing, a union that can exercise a counter
halancing. collective strength. Without laws guaranteeing 
secret-hallot choice of unions, and without laws protecting 
the workers' right to strike and boycott, the growers will 
continue to dominate the power struggle. Without laws 
re tricting ilie Bow of aliens north from Mexico - laws that 
impose criminal penalties on the employers of illegal aliens 
- the farm workers will remain powerless, the UFW A will 
remam a band of guerrilla fighters reacting to the great 
COli piracie hurled against them. 
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